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BELL P. WHITE ; LEVI WOODBURY ; SILAS 
WRIGHT ; SAMUEL YOUNG : AND THEIR 
FRIENDS AND POLITICAL -ASSOCIATES. 

BY WILLIAM L. MACKENZIE. 



The toils of law (what dark insidious men 
Have cumbrous added, to perplex the truth/ 
And lengthen simple justice into trade,) 
How glorious were the day that saw these broke ! 
And every man within the reach of right. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

As it is probable that tfafs work will reach a second edition, commnnioations 
respecting it may be mailed for me to the post-ofiice, New York, or deliyered at 
my dwelling homM, South Seventh street, corner of Fourth, Williamsbargh, Long 
Island, N. Y. 

W. L. MACKENZIE. 



ALPHABETICAL INDEX. 



Adams, John Qiiiiicy.)^-^, 99, 40, 109 
Albany .r-Butlez's opinion of 38 
Albany Argos-r^Notice of— Van Burai its Habi 
tay— Cantine its owner 88, 89— on Jackson 
90— copies Bennett's axticle896— on both sides 

Albany Regency, ok Van Binren's organized po- 
litical cabal.r— 8-*with Swartwout 8IS— Leg- 
gett'on 89— Bennett on 96— known as too 
< bank junto' 104. 

Allen Stgphenv— 45— proposes a $600/)00 Tain* 
many Hall Bank 71— lus ophiion on banks 73 
— on repeal com. 114— on suspension 148 

Alley Saulw— made a U. 8. Bank Director, 100. 

American Land Co.— to btiy the best of jpublic 
lands low. with public money, and sell them 
again high to the people 122, 123. 

Anti-masonry.— 10, &f 113. 

Anti-Renters, The^— outdone by Butler 18, 104 
—Van Buren and the, in 1812, 123, 124 

Appointments to office^— 8— bucktails 20, 33-r 
medical turn on politics 46— Coddington's art 
of getting 46. 4l 48— Hamilton on 48— Ing- 
ham on &, 6&— L. Hoyt on 49— Butler and 
Swartwout <m 60— J. Hoyt on 51, 54— Mr. 
Van Buren on 44 to 46, 53— turnings and 
twistings 65— Ingham on 57. 

Appraisers^— who and how made 160 

Atwood, Henry C^— notice of 81 



Bank of America^— 27, 2& 

Bank of Aubum^r— 31 

Bank of Brooklyn^— frauds on 137. 

Bank of State of N. T^— withhold's Hoyt's ae- 
count 11— Jackson's true character of I0&^ 
doposites back to 109. 

Bank of the United States— 105-^ Van Buren 
lost a fortune by 61— Butler and Van Burea 
petition for a branch 98— but are against 99— 
&mbreleng on 100 lOI 104 106— C W Law- 
rence on 102 108 to IIO— Siltis Wright on 103 
107— Tibbett's plan 104— I>usne on 107— poU- 
cy of 161 

Bank cmft— Butler's art or mystery of— payinff 
much with litUe, 16 to 24— ib KM— Phelps & 
Co on 114 116— bsnk of Metropolis 123 

Banking— See this index generally— 105 

Barker, Genl Geo P— Attorney General of N T 
and attorney of City Bank, Buffalo, 58 
Barker, G Rp-cashier, &c, 29 30 

Barker, Jacob— was baying the old Buffalo 
Bank, 15 16— on W and W 21— his deceptions, 
22 23 24 28 2»-conyicted of ftaud 28 29— is 
poor 30— a quacker, duellist, and petitioner 
for a U 8 Bank charter 31— complains of Ri- 
ker 46— Butler on 144 

Beardsley, S of Oneida— 61 109 

Beers, Joseph I>— 29— borrows at New Hope 69 
—4m stocks 125-his bank (see N A Trust 
Co) 145 to 147 

Bennett, James Gordon— 9— letters to Hoyt 91 
o 96---strong for Van Buren— his < big gun' — 
on Cour & Enq 91^— on Mumford and a $2500 
loan 93— mtreats help Arom Van Buren 94— V 
B's reply and comments 95— turns round 
against mends 96— his anguish ib— on Hoyt 
Sl—Maxey <m lli^— exposes Bartow 126. 



Benton, Thos Hart— on Custom House 127 

BetU, Samue^ R— notice of 141— Hoyt and 142 
— enormous fees in court 142 — 144 

Bets, betting— Mr V Buren on 42— 52-J V Bu- 
ren 61 to 63— C W Lawrence's 64— Isaae 

HiU 66-Hort 66— Silas Wright asainst 67 

Birchard, Matthew— unites with Hoyt to afiiBCi 
unduly law costs and Juries 145 146 

Bbhop and Kemble— stockjobbers, senators 
and conspirators 124— trial, fcc 125 126 

Blair, F P— See * the Globe'— notice of, and his 
jiaper 87 88— Hoyt. Noah, fcc set him up, ib 

Bleecker, Jose<>h X— (custom house officer) 
131 '2 

Bowne, Walter— tUendly to John Thompson 51 
—52 53 5S-^pposed to Col Tounr 73— offica 
to a friend 86— custom house com'r 127, 12S— 
notice of 127 to 729 

Brokers— compared by Butler to leeches 24— J 
V Buren wishes to avoid 60 

Broome Co N T— a « cmzy county' 42 

Broome Co Bank— notice of 99 

Brown GW— 28 29 75 

Biownson, Orestes A— describes Van Buren 60 

Bucktails— 26 27 33 

Bunner, Rudolph— 48 52 55 

Bus alo Bank (old)— 15 16— Van Buren gets ita 
charter &c 122 

Burr, Aaron— his treason 83. 

Butler, Benjamin F— his birth and ancestry- 
partnership with Mr V Buren— baiiking spec- 
ulations 13— professiott of religion 14— cnarac- 
ter of Hoyt 16— presidency of the W W Bank 
16 to 26— morals ib— gulls the Dutch 18— 
threats 20— character of Clinton 14 21 24 S^— 
conduct reviewed 21 to 24— ambition 27— a 
bucktail 27— on Van Ness 27 28— connection 
with Barker 28 29L~aitful advice to Noah 38 
39— for a caucus ib 118— wants to be Attorney 
Gieneral 46— on officials not true to Van Buren 
49— on Hoyt and Duer 60— on Toung and 
Crawford 73— on Clinton's message on purity 
of elections 77— prays for a branch of U 8 
Bank 98— writes Bowne's anti-democratic re- 
port 118 — on Jackson 119— borrowing 121 13% 
— ^ees 138— extortion as district att'y 140— 
enormous income 141 to 145— hypocnsy and 
deceit 146 14&— counsel to Beers & Co 148— 
on chancery 149 

Butler, Cha's— in Manhattan & American Land 
Co 121 to 123 

Butler, Mrs B F— her ci|rious epistles 139 140 

C 

Calhoun, John— 9 41 108 121 

Cambieleng, C C^-69 visits Crawford— on pri- 
vate letters 9^fQr Coddington 46— wanted to 
consul at Live rpool 48— on the choice of the 
President for P M N T 67— sells HoTt stock 
70— Spicer refers to 75— sends politicians to 
the Customs 86— for and against U S Bank 
100 to 107— notice of 106 106 

Cantine, Moses I— on W & W Bank 81— state 
printer 89— on Buffalo Bank 122— and anti- 
rent 124. 

Caucus— By Congressmen to dictate a president, 
38 to 40— Butler's report in favor of 117 118— 
nomhiations in, anti-republican 139 

Caiancery Law-^ 20— a poor chancellor 138— 
law here 149 
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day, Hemry-^ 39 40 69 106 118 

C3Jiiton,]>e Witt— Butler mi 1421 84 89— enmity 
of t^ Van Bmen party to 25— Van Buren on 
96 45— his friends vote against Butler 45— ex- 
poses the < organized corps' 77— for a law 
code 107 

Coe, W 8— a bad naval officer 190 131 133 

Goddington . J L— 8 79— advises V B 45— Gam- 
breleng for 46— letters to Hovt, wants to be 
jfiurveyor, is mdy to upset Jackson ! schemes 
to get a msice 46 to 4S— Cambreleng comforts 
him 57— Bennett 92 

Code of Laws (American) — ^7 107 

Common Law(£ngli8h) — 7 107 

Constitution, Tn&— 105 proposal to amend 7— « 
litigious 8 and 12 

Convention. N T State 184&— 7 12 105 128 

Coming, £iastu»— 68 104 

Corporations— unpopular in (Seorgia 120 

Crawford, W H— discloses old cabinet secrets 9 

fv —the caucus candidate for president 38 39— 
faisults adopted citizens 109 

CrosweU, Edwixw^ 10 86— gets the Arsus 89 

Corroicy— (See banks, bank of the U 8, Butler, 
stockfobbmg, Ifcc) 105 151 

Oitting; Fitocis B— 63 6S— on banks 116 

Ban ■, Geo M— and the bank 107 
Decatur, Col John (of the lobby) 7t 
Delafidd, John— in Del New tiope Bank 69 
Pgposites, the-«8— 97 to 106— Jackson on 106 

(awrence on 109— where they go 121 122— 

Bowne & Co bes for 128 
Dickenson, Daniel S— he and his bank 99 
District Attorney, So Dist N T— « much sought 

prize 48 to 57 
Duane, W J— refused the Russian embassy 81 

107— on U S Bank ib 
Dudley, Charles £^— sent to Senate 45— letter to 

Hoyt 49— opposed to Young 73 
Duer, John— efibrts to oust 48 to 57— Butler on 

50— HoTt bitter 52 to 56 
Duer, W A 49 

K. 

Sckford, Henry— remarkable verdict, Butler at- 
torney 136 

Edmonds. John W— 27— Bishop and Eeootble, 
and 125 '6— how qualified for a Judge 140, no- 
ticeofib 

Elections, interferences in, by officials— Jeffer- 
son on 74— party practice 74 to 90— Skinner 
1103 

Electors of President and Vice President— 25 38 

- 103117 

Espionage at Ckistom House— 78 to 81 

£verett,£dward— on U 9 Bank and depositesl09 

Exchange Bank, Barker's— 22 23 » 

F. 

IpiBrmers' andJH echanics' Bank, Albany— 17 18 
205968 , ' 

Fitch, Fianeis 9--got an inspectorship 86 . 

Flagff, Azaiiah 0— votes Clinton out of the Ca- 
nal Board 25— opposes Young 73-H)n politics 
ll»-on banks 4 lo— Arkansas stock 147 

Fleming, J A— Auditor C H— evid<mce of 130 
83 36 



Gold MIno— Jesse Hoyt*s 120 

Gonvemeur, Sam'i L--^ 

Graham, John L — recommends Le Fot 82— In 

N A Trust Co 147 
Greeley, Horace— prophecy on Hoyt 133 

SL 

Hackley, Aaroo— in lobby 122 

Halleck, Fitz Greene 30 

Hamilton, J A— accuses Judge Van Ness 21^^ 
for<spoas'48 

Hill, Gov Isaa&— on bets 66 

Hoyt. Jesse— prosecutes Wood— leaves letters 
9— his eaily life 13— admitted as a lawyer 15 
— ^fit for a cashier 15 16— poor 32— subservient 
34 36— appointed Collector of N Y t^r V B , 
who endorses his paper 35— elected to N X 
Legislature 41 — tries to oust Duer and become 
V 8 Att^y 48 to 57— shaip argument with V 
Biiren 51 to 66— hires V B a valet 51— is dis- 
interested— ^was educated by V B 54— Ingham 
about . < embezzling ' 56— his bets 66— oa 
'Change 67— to lobby ib^his bank stock 68— 
agent to J V Buren 61 to 64. partner 68— «tock 
operations 69— aids the Globe 88— Bennett's 
letters to 91 to 95— < deadly hostility to a for- 
eigner' 91— Cambreleng to 100 to 107— Marcy 
instructs 113— on repeal com 114 '15— his gold 
mine 120— embezzlements 129 to 134^-career 
as collector ib— his trial 137^seeking office 
32 33 41 86— getting it 115— escapes a crimi- 
nal trial 142— interferes with juries 145 '0— 
hairasses the merchants 143 '44 '45 '46 '51—* 
his sub-treasury at Beers' 149 

Hoyt. Lorenzo— on W and W Bank 21— letters 
SB 33 41 108 117 138— vile doctrines 32 33— 
agent to Silas Wright 107— B'p and Eemble 
affair 125— principles 25 32 33 138 

Hyatt, Thomas— sent to Penitoitkiry 75 



B. 



Gallatin Albert— 100 115. 
Glentworth caso— ll 88 110 140 
Globe, The-V Buren, &e on 8T-pre 
by Noah, Hoyt, kc 98, profits, ii 



iMorten, N T— how treated 150 to 152 
Ingham, 8 D— on office^eeking fever 48 56— on 

Irish, the 119 

Irving, John T— exceUent sentinlents of 71 
Ives. George H— hires cashien 13!^— his ftaiids 
winked at 134 

Jackson, Andrew— y Buren has his confidence 
54— offers Duane the Russian embassy 81 — 
borrows of Blair 88— abused by Argus 90— 
describes pet banks 106. 

Jackson, Daniel— lOO-aids Bhur 8S— C ^ouse 
com'r 127 

Jefiferson, Thomas— on officials intermeddling 
in elections 74— practice by modem demos 74 
to 72 

Johnson, Jeromusr-ootice of 80 81 148. 

Judiciary of N Y— Not pure 8 1 1 28 30 66— case 
of W W Van Ness 27— case of W L Marcy 45 
— Bafker, Atfy Gen'l 59— J V Buren do ^ to 
6^-^ lobby 122— Bishop and Kemble 124— a 
chapter on 137 — another 140— Betts' court I4S 

' oases of legal cruelty 143, &c 

Juries— defeated by judiciary in efiorts to pmi. 
ish gr«Ktf rogues 28— Hoyt regulates 145 1«S 

K. 

Kemble, J CrSee Bishop and Kemble 124 
KendalL Amos— 107— Bennett on 95 



jLeuaau. Amos — 1U7 — nennett 
bought Kibbe, Isaac— notice of 122 

King, Chailefr— accuses W W 



Tan Ness 27 
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La Chaisei Foache 6 Co--cTQel tzeatment of 
143 

Law— fonns mysterious 8— (See Common and 
Chancery)— in N York 137 to 140— fees (see 
Butler) 

Lawrence, Cornelius W— ' will run like the chol- 
era' 60— his bet and anxiety for fwre elections 
64 110— his candidates 74— recommendations 
by 82— helps the Globe 88— for and a^inst 
the bank 102 108— Jackson on 106— notice of 
108— in Cottgress 109— a stockjobber 110— 

Leggett on 110— on tariff 160 

Lawrence, Watson E— at Syracuse 82— his co* 
ment and politics 127 , „ ^ ,. 

Leak*, Isaac Q— cashier at New Hope 6^— edi- 
tor Argus 89 . 

LcaTitt, DaYidr-29^ReceiverN A Trust Co 147 

Le Foy, Ab'm— gets office and nomiiuites Mar* 
cy ©—110 

Leggett, William— on Croewell 89— Van Buren 
subscribes 90— describes Bowne, &c IIO>--Qa 
Marcy 116 

Lewis, Morgan-^eftauded of $15,000 by Lom^ 
bard Co.75 

Life & Fire Co 28 29 

Livingston, Charles L— votes for Butler 45— oa 
banking 1X7— likes to sit with Bishop 126 

LlTingston, Edward— 32 33 34 41 62 67 138^ 

Lobbying— 33 67 122 

Loco Focos— 73 ^ . 

Lott, John A— a Judge, &c 138. r - 

Lovett, the bank teller— 125, '9 
-M. 

McDuffie, George— 109, 121 

Mi&cGee, Inspector John— 77, 78 

McNeven, Dr W J— i^ot app. to a medical oflice 
bee. Clintonian Jackson 46 

Manhattan Bank — its deposites 121 

Marcy, Wm L— 36— M Van Buren saves him 
from ruin 45— J V Buren profits by his loan mes- 
sage 60— betis on him 61 to63— on ttock-jobbing 
67__borTowing 69 — nominated 82 — sprays for a 
US bank branch 98— letter on breeches and bra- 
YeryllO, 111— on politics! 11 to 114— a Mexican 
com^r— bad^onduct 115— Hoyt's hints to 116 

Mason, Genl John Y— a Texas land-jobber 84— 
on banks 109 

MaxweU, Hugh— 28,29,65 ^ _^ ,^^ 

Merchants of New Yorki-Hoyt ag*st 140, 145 
14&— diJSdculties in their business m N Y .150 tn 
152 

Merchants' bank— 28, 59 

Meserole, Abraham— how he got a i>lace 81 

Meserole, B J — alderman and appraiser 81 

Miller, Sylvanmw— Libel case with NOah 36, 37 

Morris Canal & bank'g Co— 69— Hoyt and the491 

Morirs, R H (P M)— his code of « unknown laws 
11 — ^new-bom zeal for pure elections 64 

Mumford, John I— Bennett jealous qf 93, 96 

Murray, Col J B— notice of 147, 148 

N 
Native Americanism— Greeley on 119 
Naval Office-^Its duties shamefully neglected by 

Thxoop and Coe, 130, 131 # 

Nelson, uh'f Jus— how he got an office, 108 
Neville, Major Morgan— a Burr man, 83 
Nevins, R H— on Stock Co's, 147 
New Hope Delaware Bridge Co— accoom of 69 
*Newspapers-Hi8es made of 9, 19, 2*— power of 

111 _ 

New York Custom House— given to Hoyt 35— 

electioneering in, appointments at— a vast 

political engine (chaps 18 and 19) 75 and 7^— 



espionage In 78 to 81— Bofwne and Lftw* 
xence's job, 127, '8— embezzlements in 129 to 
136 — its patronage 137— who gets offices in 8^ 
83 to 87 — measurers' pickings and stealings fO 
—clerks and officers 151 ^ 

New York Post Office— boxes 134 saltries ib 

N Y Evening Po8tr-90 131 133 

N Y Heraldr-9^Bennett owns the 91— attacks 
y B and his regency 96 

N Y Morning News — on Custom Ho 82 85 

N Y Standard 90— N Y Times . Hoyt and the 90 

Noah, M M — 9— libel ease witn MiUer*— accused 
of political knavery — his partner 36 37— in- 
troduces Phillips to Swart. 38— Butler and V 
Buren's instructions to 38 39— his grievance* 
89 40 — State printing ib— Van Buren on 42 
on V Buren 43 44— helps to buy Blair a presa 
88— loses state printing through Hoyt 89-^ 
puffs Bwartwout 136— Ulshoeffer on 139 

North Am'n Trust Co [Beers] — ^bankrupV-* 
Hoyt i^rops it— notice , of 147 to 149 

Nominations by the people— Butler ag'st 38 IJM 
•^bad system in use 73 139 
O. 

Oakley, J-^sofig^md ftiend 86— BennettoM 
— recommends Wasson 135 

O'Connel, Daniel^ 's trial— 7. • 

Offices and appomtments — see appointments fta 

Ogden, Henry— Cashier to Hoyt and Swartwoat 
129 135 136 • 

Cgsbury, F — in customs 74 

O'Sullivan, J L— on banks 65 6&— on Custom 
House 82 86 * 

Olcott, T W— 17 18 19 30 104 125 147 

P. 

Papers (Private)— 9 10 II 12 95 

Phelps, Thaddeua—notice of II4,repeal letter lb 
114 '15 . ' ^ . 

Phillips, Joshnar~& |600,000 embezzlement*-^ 
Noah his endorser ^—notice of 129. 

Philips, NaphtalK-Noah's piartner 37, 38, 39, 40 

Pitcher, Col Nath'l— 72— an honest man over- 
thrown and reig^cy sewed 45 — ^in opposition 

Polk. Hs E-^how he treats Jackson's memory 
106— in Coogress 109— selects Lawrence 10g. 
110— Wise 137— appoints B F Butler 141 

Postage rates— 108 

price, William M — Phelps politicians to places 81 
his appointment 14D 

Purdy, £lijah F— gets office 76— conduct Ob the 
law benchj ib— represents gen'l gov't at Sy- 
racuse 82— proclamation 82 

a. 

Qoackenboss, M M— 86 
R. 

Religion-^Mr Butler on 14, 26, 29, 144 
Revenue— returns at N Y 129, fraudulent 1^ to 

13fr-coUecUon 137 
Rogers, Judge Halsey— 30— in lobby 122 
Root, Gen'l Erastus— 27, 72, 101— on land 00. 

Rudd, Theron— sad mistake of 142 

S. ' 
Safety f\md— 68, 106 
Selden, Dudley— m Congress &c l09, 113 
Sevier, Senator of Ark.^-Smithson legacy and 

132 
Skinner, Roger, judge &o— 26, 39— meddles in 

politics 103 
Slaverjiu-iod, 108, 110— Cambreleng on 10^-its 

effects 121 . 
Smith, Morgan L-108 119 
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CMHItli^ t I^tm GsifMui siali 40 67 

t&iitfasoft btottMt^lSS 

SnittMlilig in N Y 8(at»^IAI 

Ikkitbidi^, Solomoa^-his TOte fn\ 

Spencer, chT ju8tice-*BuUer 6& U 

8pei)iceir, Jc^ C—ttnti-elayerjr 106 

Spencer, Mark— S8 39 69 75 

Bplcer, Qeoenl Pete»— «ccepts office 16, )iis hif- 

toryib 

Standing armiefl dang^rmis to libertr— IS ) 

Staples, Seth— on stock-jobbing 126 

ttoek-Jobbing—see < Butler' < J Baiter' < Wet* 
more' < J Van Buren' ' J Hoyt' « Beers' Ed- 
• monds' « Bishop' < Kemble'' < Swartwont' 
* liawraice'— Marcy on 67— « regular speci- 
men of 75 and 104— defined 1S&— wholesale in 
N A Trust Co 147 tb 149 * 

Stone, Col W L—L Ho7ton41 

Strong, Geo I>— recommends Le For 61^— In N 
A Trust Co 147 148 / . 

Sutherland, Joel &— in opposition 101 

Swanton, judge— V Buren on 1 19 

Swartwout, Samuel— Coddlngton's feeling* cOn- 
ceming'4S— letter to ib— writes Hoyt to < Posh 
like a deril'— a regular spoils man 50-4iitf 
connection with Burr 83— eettles Texts with 
U S funds 84r-4iotice of ib. and 129--4iis de* 
faults 135 196 

Sweet) Egbert G. Oustoms— notices of 76 77 U7 

Swift Gen'lJosG— 77.. 



Taimage Thos G— oreside^t-of Beers'H bank or 

trust conip 149 
Tammany Hall— Ste^di Allen's bank of 70— Ir- 

Ting's oration at 71«'Hdiamcter of 7^BowBe' 

at 128 139 
l^ey, Chief J^tice— on tT S Bank 100. 
Teia»— 108 110 121— Swartwout and Jason's 

speculations in 84 
Tbompson, Jonathan— efforts 'To disnlace as 
, . Colfir at N Y 4g 51 66 132 
Thonie> John W bank-teller— 67 
Throop, Enos T— 10 31 36 44— a bad naval offi- 
. cer 130 131— notice of ib 
Tibbets, Elisha^his plan of a U S Bank— 101 

104— custom house com'r 127 
Tradesmans' Bank— 30 
Treason— Conspiracy— 9 12 
Tyler, President— his Custom House inquiry 97 

136 



Ulshoelfer, Henry^his letter to Hoyt) 
and de^re to feed his feunily at the 
78 to 80 

Ulshoefier, Michael^^s letters 139. 

United States Lombard Co— 76 

United States Bank— see bank of U S 



Van Buren, Jdoi— S— appobted Attorney Gen«. 
ral of N Y 6S-«Us pro&ne langnage axtd un- 
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CHAPTER!. 

IfUroiMction. The Cofuwottdn ^1846. Ji Bmskm ff 'ihB Common Law, T%b Judi^ 
ciary, Th€ EUetwe System, Treason. In vhat easee jko/M private papers bepyi- 
lished f A poweifiU faction banded aminst the Bepuldic, Hbpee resting en thfi, Coii- 
vention. 

This Tdlume is mpectfully inscribed to the £lectot9 of the Conyention, next to aif- 
semble for the Revision of die Constitution of the State of New York — and it appears 
probable that thej will decide next Norember that that Convention shall be held 
in 1846. 

The Declaration of Independenee wa? issned, and tiie Comnum Schod Law of tiiis 
State put in operation, amidst war and ttunnh, but die Convention of 1846 will proba- 
bly assemble and deliberate in peaceful times, and amidst wide spread prosperity. Edu- 
cation has been long and very generally diffused among the people — ^ej have ti^e ex- 
perience of threescore and ten years of republican government, wi& its inestimable 
advantages and great imperfections, as thus far administered — and if they send to th^ 
Convention, men of probity in their ^rsonal dealings and character, and of active pf> 
triotism, united with a clear and cultivated intellect, the true friend of America and re- 
publican institutions may ^ntidpdte that great benefits to die country will result from 
their deliberation. - , 

The time surely draws near in which the friends of freedom in America will see an 
attempt seriously made to- accomplish what the far-sec^g Clinton . wisely suggesteicl 
twenty years since, the framinj^ of a code of American Laws in the room oi that Cwr^ 
mon Law, (so called,) which, in the language oi Thomas Cooper to WiJliapi SampsoQ, 
*^ is anything that the legislative propensity of the common law bench may choose to 
ihake it.'* Lycurgus, though he impressed upon the Spartans that heroic character 
which yielded not even pn thd calamitous day of Leuctra ; though he taught (and not 
vainly) that love of country and its institutions which changed a corrupt populace into 
a nation of j^atriots, among whom no dvil war broke out in a thousand years — ^yet even 
Lycurgus fsuled, where we have as yet made e. questionable progress — ^lor the Laws iii 
liicedemon not being writt^, were, in corrupt times, interpretid [Morris fashion] ac- 
cording to the arbitrary will of tl^ose w]io admimstered Ihem. 

Many persons 8ui»pose tiiat our N. Y. Revised Statutes are the law. They are but a 
small supplement to it. Mr. Daniel OConnell wsis tried not lone since in the prindpid 
Common Law. Court of Lreland, f or sedition, and convicted. His case was .carried to 
England for revision, and his condemnation reversed. T^ English ji|dges, to a man» 
decided that the most important counts in the indictment were bad— and tiiese very 
counts the Irish judges had, after argusieht, held to be good ! This is our imported 
Common Law. Cases of general interest are dedded in our Common Law Courts in this 
State— <»rried up to the Supreme Court-Hreversed — ^brought next into tiie Court of 
Errors, and reversed over a^dn. lliat of Bairv vs. Mercein, is evidence of wh«t 
chance the poor man has of repMiom justice at Common Law, ~ 
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Again : Vast sums are embezzled by public officers. No Common Law can b« 
remembered that will punish them, or cause them to disgorge the plunder — ^but let a 
ahop-boj or beggar take a dollar from a tiU, not his own, and Mr. Recorder Morris's 
unwritten rules, which lawyers can so well remember, speedily sends him to the peni- 
tentiary or House of Refuge. 

There may be much that is valuable in our 6orrotr«{ Chancery system — ^Lawyers dif- 
fer about what is — and beyond their circle who is there that understands its precepts ? 
If law is equity why have we separate sets of judges ; and if it is not, why not make 
itso? 

Why is the procedure, or forms and proceedings in our courts, so mysterious, 
even to the learned, that cases like that of Ahem the Mayor's clerk, are often decided 
on matters of form and not on their true merits ? The people choose &eir justices, but 
not one in a hundred of them, when so chosen, can possibly comprehend the compli- 
cated legal system which is the rule of their procee^gs. Politically we have declared 
that all men are on common footing in the eye of the kiw, yet property and its benefits, 
instead of becoming more equaUy difiiised, are relatively more and more concentrated in 
a few hands, while the concution of the poor laborer has changed for the worse. 2%is 
is the iwrking of a litigiom constitution. 

The office of a judge of the higher courts is .One of great power and dignity in this 
State. The station of Senator, with a voice in the court oi last resort, enables its 
possessor to exercise a vast influ^ence for good or eVil. Yet I need go no farther 
than the letters brought to li^ in this volume, for evidence that substantial justice 
is out of the question, in many cases under the present system, as. administered 
Wrangham was severely punished for. meddling' with private matters when 
he undertook to expose the bribery of Lord.Verulam — ^but he was right — ^Bacon 
had to yield — and I trust that I shall be found fullv able to meet all attempts at op- 
pression to which the developments in the ensuing cnapters mav subject me. When, 
in Dec. 1839, the Democratic Review, backed as it was by the Globe and Argus, 
declared that " the boasted ' independence of the judiciary* is soon found to be mere 
independenee of common sense and common justide," 1 doubted. It would seem, 
from various references in Ihese pa^es, thai tns private opinion and proceedure of 
the leaders in this tState«did not differ from the public admissions of Mr. J. L. 
CSullivan. , ' " r— . . 

A nation must not be nice about details when its existence 6r its liberties are 
threatened, whether from within or without. The public safety is the supreme law. 
Where is the man who can turn from a perusal of the facts I have submitted without 
heing convinced ths^t there is a mercenanr faction in our midst, bound together by 
powerful ties, strong and united, sordid and selfish in everything-r-acting in concert 
and for common purpose, tiie destruction of that, manly inaependence of thought and 
action, which is the glory of oiir aee and country?. Listen to its leaders, as each for 
himself speaks in these pages. Where is one of them found to breathe a warm 
aspiration of generous sympathy for the sufferings and afflictions which chequers life to 
the whole family of man ? * ' . . . 

Mr. John Van Buren has been namacl in some of our most wide spread public 
journals as a jMrobable candidate at no very distant day for the Presidency. Look at 
him as he really isfin the mirror himself has polished. His father is making no com- 
mon exertions to attain a -second time to the chair of Jackson. Observe well the 
pupils of his scfml, and say if he deserves it ? Mr.. Butler has an office of much influ- 
ence in the administration of fustic^. Hear him, that, ye may determine whether it is 
in safe hands ! ]y&; Hoyf s political annals are less important on his own account, than 
as showing the means whereby his artful employers got and kept for years the reins 
of state in this Union. ^ ^ 

By the Constitution of 1821, the most important and influential offices, in this State 
are withheld from the nomination and appointment, of the millions. Draw aside the 
curtain, as I have done, and behold how tbat patronage has been exercised by our 
delegated agents. ' Ltn^t that the Convention will idd the constituencies in getting rid 
of a Regency at Albany, and all its branches in the several counties. It is time the 
Empire State were rid of tiie Coddington tribe, who, Dugald Dalgetty like, are ready 
to break up any government die hour it is formed, tiiat hesitates to retain a legion of 
Vnbed and pensioned partisans. 
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If Mr. Bennett of the Herald circulates nearly 50,000 newspapers weekly, as he 
says, and if Mr. Noah's press continues to receive some share of public support, 
is it not an advantage to society to obtain in .this volume, their characters correctly 
described by themselves ? They are the representatives of a class. Should the time 
arrive in which the statesman, lawyer, and editor will be ready to hire out their talents 
and influence to the highest bidder, will not the effects of concentrated wealth, and 
lucrative offices in the gift of partisan leaders, applied to the easy virtue of the Cros- 
wells and the Blairs, the Noahs and the Bennetts, with others of their class, tend to 
mislead many, and endanger the public welfare ? Are not a band of deceptive hire- 
ling editors like a ledge of sunken rocks, on which, if no beacon is raised to warn the 
mariner, the most gallant ship may be wrecked I 

Has not treason been committed against the state ? The public will read this vol'* 
ume and deliver its impartial award. 

Treason, in the general nature of it, must be the crime of niiany. It implies plots 
and conspiracies, which are carrying on by correspondence, and are to be discovered 
by papers. The safety of the state, which is superior to every other consideration, 
makes it necessary to use all possible means to unmask the machinations of treason, 
that the dreadful effects may be prevented. Papers, therefore, may be taken pos- 
session of, and letters intercepted, as warlike stores are secured, that the designs of 
the conspirators may be made known to< those whom they would betray, and frus- 
trated. 

When, at a time of much doubt and difficulty, during the struggle for indepen- 
dence, treason was ready to deliver the important fortress of West I'oint to a pow- 
erful enemy, for rnoney, its designs were opportunely defeated, by the seizure of 
certain papers in a distinguished officer's boot. When Messrs. Bishop and Eemble 
had conspired with others to betray their country, and nullify public justice for gain, 
the letters of these senators and their associates, even the most private and confi- 
dential, were published to the world, as a warning to others. General Jasper Ward 
fared no better. When a treaty was under consideration in the United States' 
Senate, which Mr. Tappan believed to be injurious to jiis country, he hesitated not 
a moment in publishing its most secret conditions, fearless of the consequences of a 
violation of the rules — and in the case of Jacob Barker, and others, indicted for 
conspiracy in 1826-7, private letters and agreements were produced, unhesitatingly, 
for the general good. I quote high authority when I mention the case of Mr. Cal- 
houn and General Jackson, in which, after a visit to Mr. Crawford, by a rival of 
Calhoun, accompanied by Mr. Cambreleng, the secrets of Mr. Monroe's cabinet, in 
days long gone by, were laid bare, by Mr. Crawford, private letters exposed, and 
dissension sown broad-cast between long tried friends — ^not that the public service 
might be benefited, but to enable an ambitious aspirant to seize the helm of state, of 
which he was of adl candidates the most unfit and unworthy. Very different was 
Mr. Crawford's course, when called on by Congress for official papers, to show the 
tampering and bargaining with the deposite Banks of his day. Many were suppressed, 
whole passages omitted, or garbled — and the exposure of this did not lengthen fais 
step-ladder to Mr. Monroe's seat. 

Mr. Cambreleng's views of the sanctity of confidential correspondence, may be 
readily inferred from the contents of the following letter, marked " private," ad- 
dressed to his friend, Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at New York, from Washington, and dated 
May 19th, 1832. 

ft Dear H 

I have seen a copy of W 's PRIVATE letter to Clayton. It is a 

deliberate BUT CONFIDENTIAL attack on me, and was designed to coax the 
Judge to favor him, which was of course repelled. W — asked to have the letter 
returned — it was so — but what W— does not know — the Judge took a copy op 
IT. IT'S A ROD IN PICKLE, and will expose some small contradictions of his 
present statements, and show some little duplicity. The Judge can tell him that he 
found my statement of the Webb and Noah case too moderate, and that he wrote it 
Dver himself. 

Don't mention about the letter to Clayton — he unit prohdbly publish it. The Bank 
will come up in the Senate next week — it won't disturb us before the middle of June. 

Sincerely yours, 
2 C. C. CAMBRELENG." 
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I quote the two last cases, and that which next follow8--not approvingly— but as 
evidence of the sense in which parties of whom this volume has much to say, vienr 
the publication of confidential papers. 

Mr. Wood, an importer in New York, paid (I think to Mr. Swartwout) duties on 
large invoices of woollens, which, on a careful examination, the appraisers for the 
U. S. declared to be fairly valued. A Mr. George R. Ives, of Brooklyn, was the 
confidential correspondent of Wood's father, who failed in England, and his prop- 
erty went to assignees, to whom this Mr. Ives was the agent and attorney. " Un- 
der the specious pretext,'' say the commissioners of the U. S., *< of being called 
on by Mr. Hoyt, for the correspondence, he delivered them up, and testified to 
them in court, books, private letters, and invoices," and was thereby enabled to 
hold on to $12,000 of the elder Wood's money, his (Ives's) evidence alone having 
induced the jury to give a $13,000 verdict against the son for a violation of the 
revenue laws. The Commissioners add, that ** the manner in which the disclosures 
were made by Ives, and his subsequent testimony in courts, bear strong marks of 
collusion between him and the collector, founded on the mutual hope of pecuniary 
gain." This is the Ives whose invoices were entered below value, whose fraudulent 
entries produced no seizure, whose checks on time, before his failure, were taken 
by Hoyt as cash for duties, who hired assistant cashiers, and of whom Mr. Taylor 
swore that he had told him of an ofier made him of $2,000, to act as a spy on the 
merchants. Mr. Hoyt thinks it fair to go thus far at least, to put down fraud in an- 
other's case, but when his own papers are taken by the Commissioners for a like pur- 
pose, he speedily changes his mind. 

Mr. Hoyt left in the Custom House fifteen volumes of letters, which were de- 
livered to the U. S. Com'rs, by Mr. Curtis. *^ This correspondence discloses 
numerous valuable facts in relation to the mal-practices and defalcations of Mr. 
Hoyt," said Governor Poindexter. Mr. Hoyt prepared to quash inquiry, and 
obtain the letters by a writ of replevin, and might have destroyed them at little 
cost had thev not been wisely sent off to Washington. Had they been private let- 
ters they had no business in the Custom House — and when a Collector leaves a pub- 
lic office, and (like a bad lodger wholeaves his wallet, decamps between two days> 
carrying off the family plate, and forgetting to pay his board bill,) slipping a few 
hundred tlioUsand dollars in bank notes, into his valise, scatters the fifteen volumes 
of correspondence of his confederates, among his official records, justice to out- 
raged society seems to require that the means of exposure thus bequeathed should 
be used as, perhaps, he intended they should be — to balance his accounts. A lazy 
fellow would sweep them into the street — one more active would copy, and publish 
them. They had no business there. 

I think the Argus, at Albany, has always acted on a very lax code of morals 
about papers. I could give a hundred cases where it has published private letters 
that, Glentworth like, had got into its power. I remember, for instance, a very- 
confidential one, from Mr. De Witt Bloodgood, to his friend in Illinois, that was 
published as containing a plot* Mr. Croswell will find in the Memoirs of his friends 
Hoyt and Butler, a supply of plots, sufficient for yesus to come. His friend Gov- 
ernor Throop jirofessed to admire '* the blessed spirit of anti-masonry," founded as 
it was on that innate love of justice to all which animates every faithful breast, and 
which had been outraged by the secret destruction of a citizen, who had published 
certain private papers, which few would have ever heard of, had not the bullies and 
rowdies of his day, urged on by short-sighted fools, in the back ground, enrolled his 
name among the martyrs of the west, and awarded him a place in his country's 
annals. It will be found by Mr. C, that I have not entirely forgotten Governor 
Throop. 

Papers are the depositories of our fortune — the trustees of our credit, character, 
and reputation — our closest confidents. Secrets that may cost a man his life, or 
which men would rather die than have discovered, secrets of trade, wills, settle- 
ments, things on which the peace of families, and the love and imion of relatives 
may depend, are often to be found among a person's private papers, in his closet — 
and all attempts to invade the sanctity of a private dwelling, on any other ground 
than treason against the state, or even then unless on information on oath, and in a 
legal way, to search for, seize, or pry into any man's confidential records, cannot 
be too severely condemned. The Rev. Mr. O'Coigley was sentenced and executed 
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on the oath of a police officer, «who swore he found a printed proclamation of a 
treasonable character in his great coat pocket, a proclamation, which O'Coiffiey on 
the scaffold, and about to appear before his God, called heaven to witness he hac^ 
never seen. The officer had, it is supposed, put it in his pocket, for the offered 
reward. Papers may be abstracted from — papers may he added to, those seized or 
examined. The case of Grlentworth shows that Mayors, Recorders, Judges, Sena- 
tors, and District Attorneys, have defended and acted on very different principles 
from mine ; and these too the very men of whom this volume more especially treats. 
The writer, while he condemns their procedure, invites them to examine his. He 
invades no privacy — betrays no confidence^irculates no secret record — but refers to 
parts of a correspondence which was, it is presumed, intentionally placed before him, 
in proof of a formidable conspiracy against the liberties and franchises of the Ameri- 
can people. No honest man can or will conceal treason. 

In many cases, the letters I have used, are given in full. Sometimes extracts 
are taken. It may be said that the latter are garbled. My objects were to shorten 
the work, and publish no private matter, unless it had a bearing on the subject 
before me. If any one feel aggrieved, or, if there are those who doubt the genu- 
ineness of any part of the correspondence, he or they will easily find the way to pro- 
duce the originals in a court of law. I shall be most happy to aid in such a course 
whenever it becomes necessary. Some of the documents will, no doubt, be called 
for by the Governor or Legislature of N, Y.— others may find their way to the United 
States Senate. 

I may here state, that the italics and CAPITALS used to mark particular passa- 
ges of quoted papers are, in most cases, not so marked in the originals. 

The views of certain gentlemen whose political opinions are adverted to in suc- 
ceeding chapters, with reference to that part of our adopted laws, which, if we are 
to believe the postmaster of New York, Mr. R. H. Morris, oueht to be obeyed^ 
though he assures us that it never was written or printed, and therefore could not 
be known to the people — their peculiar views, and his «* on the right of search for 
private papers," are so well known to this community, as also their practice in strict 
concordance with these unknown laws, that I need only allude to them here. Nero 
is said to have caused hisi regulations to be written in small characters, and posted 
so high that they could with difficultv be read. Mr. Morris's borrowed rules, be 
they real or fictitious, are worse than the Caesar's, for you can find them nowhere ! 
The convention will, I trust, provide a code of genuine '< home manufacture." 

Men estimate differently their obiiffations to society. In the case of Judge 
Van Ness, the Bank of America refused to produce the minute book that had the 
entry of the $20,000 ** gratuity." Had I been their most confidential servant, and 
seen such an entry as would have proved a minister of justice unworthy of his seat, 
I would have very soon made my country aware of it, whether it suited the bank or 
not. So, in like manner, do I denounce the conduct of the Bank of the State of 
New York in concealing the account current of a man proved to have embezzled 
much of the public monev, more especially when it is seen that its president was 
the political and personal friend of the de&ulter. Mr. Blair told us through his 
Globe of August 14, 1839, that the ** independence of the judiciary" is << an inde- 
pendence of common sense and common justice" — and when such men as him turn 
* state's evidence,' is it not time to begin considering of new safeguards ? Mr. 
Blair spoke by authority of a governor who had placed a political tool on the seat 
once filled by Judge Van Ness in the supreme court, to preserve him, as he said, 
from RT7IN. 

The compiler of this volume deeply regrets that there are in this loyely country 
the materials for such a record of human folly. [He derives no pecuniary advan- 
tage from its publication, but would be the last man in America to shun the respon- 
sibility therewith conpected.] Ignorance, prejudice and extreme destitution, have 
ever been inimical to the preservation of fre^om and peace. Ages of bloodshed 
and rapine, presented to our view in the history of the past, will prove unavailing 
for example, unless our whole community shall be thoroughly educated, sincerity 
cherished as the first of virtues, and that violence of party spirit which divides our 
villages, towns, counties and states, into two opposing armies, as it were, ranged 
under the banners of partizan chiefs, aided by presses, orators, electioneerers, and 
other apparatus of dissimulation and sordid selfishness, annihilated. Much can be 
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achieyed, if the people will value aright the inestimable advantage they enjoy, in the 
freedom with which a state convention may be elected and held in the midst of peace 
and tranquility at home and abroad. 
Unpublished writings, in evil times, have sent good men to the scaffold — ^but the 

?reeedents of wicked judges are as beacons to warn their more faithful successors, 
'he noble Algernon Sydney's blood was shed in the profligate days of the second 
Charles, after a mockery of a trial before Judge Jeffries. Conspiracy there was none. 
On the search, at midnight, in the martyr's closet, an unpublished manuscript was 
found — a leaf or two of its' contents read in court — ^and the noble author condemned. 
Posterity has done all the parties justice. 

England is a great and powerful country — yet it is but little more than 25 years 
since Sir Francis Burdett was tried, condemned, and immured in a prison ; though a 
member of parliament, a man of ancient family, and possessed of an annual income 
of $250,000 a year — because he had dared to call cruelty and oppression by their 
right names, in the land of Hampden and Sydney. 

**It seems," said Sir Francis, alluding to the massacre in 1819 at Manchester, 
that " our fathers were not such fools as some would make us believe, in opposing 
the establishment of a standing army, and sending King William's Guards out of 
the country. Yet, would to heaven they had been Dutchmen, or Switzers, or 
Hessians, or Hanoverians, or any thing rather than Englishmen, who have done 
such deeds ! — What ! kill men unarmed ! unresisting ! and, gracious God ! women 
too, disfigured, maimed, cut down and trampled upon by dragoons. Is this Eng- 
land ? This a Christian land ? A land of freedom ! Will the gentlemen of. Eng- 
land support, or wink, at such proceedings? they have a great stake in their 
country. They hold great estates, and they are botind in duty, and in honor, to 
consider them as retaining fees on the part of their country, for upholding its rights 
and liberties." 

With such men as this volume drags to the light of day, high in office, controlling 
the administration of the laws, the executive, and in a great degree commerce, and 
all upon purely selfish, mercenary principles, America wouTd gradually slide down 
from her elevated situatipn among the nations. Revenge would fill some men's 
minds, despair would take possession of others. Some would take the course as- 
cribed by Morris to Robinson with his creditor Suydam the banker — others would 
war on property, by increasing the number of those terrible fires which have deso- 
lated of late not a few of the fairest cities of America — the evil example of men 
above would demoralize thousands below them, and that confidence in, and depend- 
ence of man on man, which is the cement that binds society, would cease. A nu- 
merous standing army would come next— less to war on our weak frontier neigh- 
bors, than as a police to repeat at convenient seasons the scenes enacted at Man- 
chester in 1819. It is from such a state of things that the people seek deliverance. 
The Democratic Review (falsely so called,) told us, in April 1843, that the " virtue 
and intelligence of the people is all a humbug," and that " we must procure stronger 
guarantees than popular suffrage, and popular virtue and intelligence." In other 
words, we were informed that we must shift round to monarchy, or get a House of 
Peers, self-government being an idle tale. 

I very much fear, that if the men whom this volume too truly describes, can get 
the upper hand in the state convention, their united endeavor will be to get us AS 
LITIGIOUS A CONSTITUTION AS POSSIBLE, as that would best ensure a con- 
tinuance of those hurtful monopolies and lucrative jobs which follow in the train of 
all such great convulsions and revolutions in currency, commerce, property, &c., as 
have of late 3rears marred the prosperity of our country. 

If in the minority, I think their efforts will be directed towards embarrassing the 
capable and well disposed — and should my publication be found to have the effect 
of preventing the return of some of the worst of them, and arousing inquiry into their 
conduct, my exertions will be amply repaid. 

That a patriot band — such as assembled in Independence Hall, Philadelphia, 
seventy years ago — may gladden the hearts of our true hearted citizens, when our 
state convention meets ; and that the wisdom of their deliberations may afford un- 
questionable evidence of the onward progress of intellectual and moral truth in our 
land, and of the capacity of man for self-government, and the sustoiance of free in- 
stitutions, is the fervent prayer of the compiler. 

New York, Sept. 1, 1845. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Mr. BuUer^s hirlh and parentage — his admission to the Bar, and parinership with 
Mr, Van Buren. Mr. HoyVs early pursuits — he abandons cammercey and studies 
law with the Attorney General of New York. Mr. Butler accepts the presidency of 
a Bank. 

Benjamin Franklin Butler was born at Kinderhook Landing, Columbia. County, 
N. Y., pn the 14th of December, 1795. He was educated there, and in 1811 
received by his father's personal and political friend, Martin Van Buren, into his law 
office at Hudson, as a student, and into his family, in which he continued to reside till 
his (Mr. Butler's) marriage, in 1818, to Miss Harriet Allen, a sister of Lieut. Allen, 
of the U. S.* Navy. 

His father, Medad Butler, who is still alive, was born in Connecticut, where he 
served an apprenticeship to a scythe-maker. He afterwards kept store and tavern 
at ** the Landing," in which business his son Benjamin assisted him in his earlier 
years. 

When the uncle of Horace Walpole, Earl of Orford, was Ambassador at the 
French court, the Queen asked his lady what family she was of. Her reply was, 
*'D'aucnne, Madame.'* She was a French stay-maker's daughter. It requires 
true nobility of soul to be of the aiLCune family. In a memoir in the Democratic 
Review, the pedigree of the Butlers is traced to Oliver Cromwell, the lord protector — 
to one of the judges whose fiat beheaded King Charles — and to Jonathan Butler, 
who landed in Connecticut in 1710. Stanhope, Lord Chesterfield, ridiculed doubtful 
pedigrees by placing two old heads among the portraits of his ancestors, inscribed 
**Adam de Stadhope" and "£v« de Stanhope.'* A family of the name of Levi 
exhibited a picture in which Noah appears walking into the Ark, carrying under his 
arm a small trunk, on which is written ** Papiers de la maison de Levis." Thus much 
for genealogy. 

Mr. Butler was admitted to the bar as an attorney in the State courts in 1817, and 
immediately entered into partnership with his instructor, Mr. Van Buren, in his law 
business. The latter was at that time a Senator of New York, and (says the Demo- 
cratic Review) **the connection subsisted till the appointment of Mr. Van Buren to 
the Senate of the United States in December, 1821." 

In June, 1818, Mr. Butler borrowed $550 from the State of New York, on the 
security of 22 acres of land at Kinderhook Landing, and gave his father's bond and 
mortgage and his own bond as a security. In 1816 his father had borrowed of the 
State another $1000, which, with the interest, remained unpaid as late as 1824. 
The share of law profits which he realized in 1818 fell short of his wishes, and 
early in 1819 he united the professions of lawyer and banker — as President, 
Cashier, and (I may add) Board of Directors of the Bank of Washington and 
Warren, at Sandy Hill, a village on the Hudson, about 55 miles north of Albany, and 
Attorney at Law, Solicitor in Chancery, and Attorney for the said Bank, at same 
place. 

Jesse Hoyt, the friend of Benjamin Butler, is a native of Connecticut, and early in 
life began business on his own account as a store-keeper in Albany — failed — 
could not arrange his affairs so as to recommence — discovered that he had the peculiar 
sort of talent for a successful lawyer — indentured himself with Mr. Van Buren as his 
student — and in due time took the benefit of the insolvent laws, and a license to prac- 
tise in the State courts. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Butler removed to Sandy Hill, Mr. Hoyt was a student in the 
Attorney General's office, and had previously served as a clerk in the Farmers and 
Mechanics' Bank. Mr. B's letters to his friend will show the prospects of both, 
make known the fervent piety of the former, the condition of the legal and financial 
professions in Washington county, exhibit new views of State politics, and cannot fail 
to be read with interest. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Interesting Correspondence. Mr, Butler's piety, politics, and land feelings toward 
Mr, Hoyt A proposal to buy the Buffalo hank — Mr. HoyVs fitness for the office of 
a Cashier — his general character. A run on the Washington and Warren Bank — 
Ways and Means — Butler vs. Olcott. 

President Butler, of the Bank of W. and W., to Jesse Hoyt, Student at Law, 
Albany. 

Sandy Hill, March 27th, 1819. 
Dear Friend, 

* » ♦ # * You have really a iioe state of political confusion at 
Albany. I think the situation of the Governor [De Witt Clinton] is daily becoming 
' more desperate. 

I am more and more pleased with my duties. They require industry and atten- 
tion, but they give me more leisure than I had while in Albany, and furnish me more 
easily with sufficient to provide for my household. 

The only difficulty here is THE WANT OF the stated PREACHING OF THE 
GOSPEL. Had we a faitfiful and respectable minister, and were the people more 
anxious for arid attentive to religion, I should have nothing to ask for, but the continu- 
ance of health to make this place delightful. The contrast between Albany arid Sandy 
Hill in this particular is great. You do not at all estimate as you ought, the pecu- 
liar privileges you enjoy. They are remarkably great * * * * The Gospel 
is either a ** savor of life unto life,'' or of '* death unto death." And how can those 
" escape who neglect so great salvation ?" 

What a bungling piece of work Mr. Loomis has made in printing my speech. It 
has mortified me excessively to see so many stupid blunders issued to the world with 
my name prefixed. Pray tell my friends that I lay no claims to the bantling in its 
present dress. 

Yours truly, 

BENJAMIN F. BUTLER. 



The same to the same. 

Sandt Hill, March 17, 1819. 
Dear Friend, 

The stage to-day was looked for with great anxiety by all the members of my 
household, as we entertained strong hopes the black damsel would make her appear- 
ance on the *• Hill," — as the citizens denominate this great metropolis. ***** 
I have been here a fortnight, and have not yet received a line from you. Pray write 
me, if it is only to say that you are in esse. 

Yours truly, 

BENJAMIN F. BUTLER. 
The P. S. (in a different hand,) is as follows: — **Mr. Hoyt do try to get Pender. 
I am tired to death of cooking.** 



The same to the same. 

Sandy Hill, May 4, 1819. 
Dear Friend, 

* # ♦ # # The election returns are, so far, unfavorable to the hopes 
of Mr. Clinton, and his friends, and / presume his destiny is fixed. ***** 
I voted for Senators, and offered to vote for members of Assembly, but after a 
long discussion of my and various arguments and opinions from lawyers Jind 
electioneerers, the board very gravely decided that I was not- yet naturalized^n. 
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which I think it probable tbey were right. The chancellor has really assumed a great 
deal in deciding my cause against me. Please obtain a copy of the decretal order — 
not of his opinion, for I suppose that would take you a week to copy — and send by 
some person at your convenience. 

Upon what ground did he admit you — as of right, or ex gratia ? I am glad that he 
has done it, and hope you may find it the harbinger of good fortune. 

What think you of the New Insolvent Law 1 Do you intend to proceed under it ? ' 
Or have you not philosophy enough to live poor all your life, with a millstone oo 
your neck 1 

How does the business get along, and what is the state, generally, of your eject- 
ment suits? Are any of them to be tried at these Circuits or not? I sometimes 
wished after my removal, that I could take a peep for a moment in the Registers, 
and engage again in the service of the Sovereign People — and so long had I been 
accustomed to Sie management of the Attorney General [M. Van Buren]*« affairs, pub- 
lic, private and domestic, that I of^en thought that no one could attend to them but 
myself. My new avocations, however, have now become familiar and pleasant^ and! 
can attend to them without troubling myself about the bonds, mortgages, or eject- 
ments of the State. * * * * * There is but little law business doing here, if 
I was dependant on that, I should have had the horrors long ago. ^ * * * 

B. F. BUTLER* 



The same to the same. 



Washington and Warren Bank, 

Sakdt Hill, May 8th, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany, 
Dear Sir, 

I send by Mr. Skinner a package and letter for Mr. Barker, which send as usual. 
I hear that he has had a demonstration (as Packenham, & Co. would have said), made 
upon him this week. Which was manfully repelled. My Secretary being otherwise 
engaged, deprives you of the pleasure of receiving this interesting epistle, in her 
•* own proper hand writing.'* 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 



Mr. President Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, Solicitor in Chancery, Albany, 

Sandt Him., June 6th, 1819. 

Dear Sir, 

I have yours of the 31st ult., 1st inst., and also one by Mr. Gifford. I shall 
endeavor as soon as possible to send you some papers in these Chancery causes. I 
do regret that I did not know that Mr. V. B. was about attending the June term of 
the Court of Chancery. I might have had all my business in train for it. * * * 
* * I have not been in court but little, either Common Pleas, or Circuit — having 
had a great deal to do in the Bank, and in my Law Business. I want a clerk very 
much, and as soon as Charles* *•***. I hope you got my package by 
Hitchcock. I have now $3000 in current notes, received since Wednesday, which I 
would send by Col. Pitcher, who conveys this, but he starts from here on foot, and 
goes on a raft from Fort Miller, and though an honest man might be robbed or 
knocked overboard. * * ♦ * * 

I am unable to say anything now ABOUT THE NIAGARA BANK— only that 
if Mr. B,, [meaning Jacob Barker], could be sure of life, he could make it a profit- 
able concern — but has, in my opinion, irons enough in the ^e, already, for one man. 
But then he's A HOST himself. If he gets the stock, you must stand ready tp inter- 
pose a claim for the management of the business — ^that is — if you would be willing to 
accept such a place. He would require some one that be could repose confidence 
in to take charge of it. Though I have no idea that he will get it. •* Double, 
double— toil and trouble,'* appears to be the order of the day in the Commercial and 
Financial world — where it will land us I am unable to say. ***** 
The Attorney General [Mr. Van Buren], is never at home— and when he is, I am 
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80 far from him, that I cannot have that direct and constant commmiication which 
the interests of our clients demand. One thing I most earnestly desire of you, and 
that is to forward me all notices, papers, &c., that may he served on Mr. V. B» 
[Van Buren] as my agent. He would never think of it himself, and my clients 
might he kicked out of court hefore I knew it. I shall make no more complaints 
about your bad writing, though your scrawls are most infamous, after the capers I 
have cut in this epistle. 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 



[Sent per Mr. Thurman, from Sandt Hill.] 



June 11, 1819. 



Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany, 

Dear Sir, 

I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, mentioning the subject of the 
NIAGARA BANK, and requesting my opinion of a certain friend of mine^ for 
CASHIER, provided he should conclude to purcnase the stock — to which I hare 
replied as follows : — 

" I am happy to hear, by your letter, that in the event of your engaging in the 
Niagara Bank, you have thought of MY FRIEND HOYT, for Cashier. / know 
of no person within the circle of my acquaintance whom I could recommend with equtU 
confidence for that situation. HIS INTEGRITY, ZEAL, AND INDUSTRY 
would I am confident, ensure him your approbation, and esteem. There can be no 
doubt of his beiog amply qualified for the task. His acquaintance with business is 
general, and extensive, and for perseverance and activity I know of no one who 
surpasses him. His experience in Mercantile business, would alone have qualified 
him for the place, but in addition to that he has the advantage of some considerable 
acquaintance with the business of banking, from his employment last year in the Mc- 
chanics^ and Farmers^ Bank. I have known him for several years ; intimately, for 
about three. After the unfortunate termination of his Mercantile concerns, instead of 
spending his time in idleness, or giving way to despair or dissipation, which is com- 
manly the case in SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, he resolved forthwith to enter into 
employment of some kind or other; and, as nothing ofi*ered by which he could do 
better,' he commenced the study of the law. All his friends, (and I amongst the 
rest,) thought this a very /oWornAo;^e, for such had been his previous active life, 
and so long was his term of study, that I considered it absolutely impossible for him 
to confine himself to so irksome an employment as a clerkship m a law office, with- 
out any prospect of a speedy admission either to the practice or the profits of the 
profession. He was for nearly three years in my office, and for fidelity and atten- 
tion, perseverance and application, the very best' clerk Lever met with. I consider 
him perfectly competent to examine (A) into the affairs of the Bank at Buffalo, and 
give you an accurate and judicioua account of every thing that relates to it. It is 
needless for me to say that I feel a deep interest in his prosperity, and that nothing 
would give me greater pleasure than to see him placed in such a situation as would 
give him a competent support ; but perhaps it may be necessary to satisfy you that 
my opinion of his merits is not over-rated. I acknowledge that I am his friend, and 
I know that friends, like lovers, are a little blind to the faults of those they esteem, 
but I believe I may safely refer you to any person acquainted with Mr. Hoyt, for a 
confirmation of what I have said/' 

(K) This is in reply to a suggestion about sending you up to investigate the 
business, preparatory to a decision on the subject. (14.) I have sent my brief in 

cause to New York last week by mail. 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

June 14. I send you by J. L. Thurman, Esq., a package for Mr. Barker, con- 
taining, in current notes, $2,200. I have received yours by Mr. Clark, with $1,300 
in W. and W. notes. 
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The same to the same. 

Washington and Warren Bank, 



I 



f a^ANDT Hill, June 21, 1819. 

Dear Sir, 

My letter of yesterday informed you that I w^s engaged in a running fight 
with a squadron from Commodore Wiswall's fleet. I send you by Mr. B. wing, 
$900 in Troy, Lansingburgh, and Albany bills, which I wish you, if possible, to con- 
vert into specie. I do not know that I shall need it, but it will be sufficient with 
what I have, to teaze the enemy for the whole week, if he should maintaiii his ground 
for so long a time. * * * * ♦ I do not wish it lisped that I am in want of it 
to meet a demand on the Bank. / wish you to say to the bank that you want SMALL 
CHANGE ; and for that you will give them current bills. If you can obtain $600 
it will answer the purpose, and if small money is not to be had any thing else will 
answer. ***** 

B. F. BUTLER. 



President Butler to Mr, Hoyt 

Sandt Hill, June 2l8t, 1819. 
Dear Sir, 

By the enclosed (which please read, and after that wafer and send by 
Wednesday's boat,) yoti will learn the situation of affairs here. If Commodore W,, 
reported any thing disadvantageous, please correct it. I did not offer, as before to 
Allen, to pay him one bill at a time ; but on Saturday, offered him a large amount of 
specie, which he declined waiting for me to count. 

If you think that you can get the specie for my notes, which will be chiefly Troy, 
&c., please so inform Mr. Barker. Mr. Bacon is the person who brought the $706. 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 



Washington and Warren Bank, | 

Sandy Hill, June 23, 1819. (Wednesday morning.) ) 
Jacob Barker, Esq., New York. 

Dear Sir, *****! bave redeemed in the whole 
$780, during the two days past — all in large bills. I have now on hand, about 
$300 in small change, $900 in dollars and five francs, and $200 in p^old. With 
this force I can with certainty sustain myself until Saturday morning, and by 
that time I have no doubt I shall have a further supply of specie from Mr. 
Hoyt. ***** 

I enclose you a copy of Mr. Olcotl's letter. This is a new proof of the wavering 
policy of that Bank, and of the little reliance to be placed on Mr. Olcott's profes- 
sions or engagements, for he offered of his own accord to me last spring, that I 
might at any time draw on you at a few days sight, if I chose so to do. * * * 
* * I have this morning had two small sums of our notes presented — the one for 
$75 — the other for $91 — both from Albany ; and both enclosed to Mr. Baird, with 
a request that he would present them immediately, and that the credit of the Bank 
was completely down, which was the cause of their sending them up. I shall pay 
these, because the money will go down by the mail to-day and may quiet the apprenenr 
sion of some persons who would otherwise send up ; but I shall request Mr. B. to 
decline any further commission of the hind ; and if any more such calls appear, I 
SHALL PUT THEM ON THE SAME GROUND WITH THE OTEffiRS. 
As the calls this week have assumed the character of a run on the Bank 
you will undoubtedly see the necessity of giving me a supply of specie as soon as 
possible. 

Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 
P. S«— Since writing the above, Wiswall lias shown me his money ; he has nov 

3 
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$4800. Gilchrist has demanded his bills. I told him I was ready to pay in specie^ 
but commenced paying Wiswall, he presenting his hills first. Gilchrist has resolved 
not to wait, ana returns in the stage. 

B. F. B. 

The letter from Mr. Olcott, referred to above, was dated '^ Mechanics' and 
Farmers' Bank, June 21, 1819,*' and informed President Butler, that they had 
sent for redemption, $5,300 of W. and W. bills, by Mr. Gilchrist, to whom they 
expected that every facility would be given. Mr, Olcott says — " You are proba- 
bly aware of the determmation of the Banks in this city to take no drafts from 
country banks, on the city of New York. ***** Our object is to prevent 
country banks from placing funds in N. Y. to speculate on their own depreciated 
paper. That they do operate in this way, we have good reason to suspect ; other- 
wise why do they place funds at so great a distance from the only spot where they 
PRETEND TO REDEEM, or give specie value, to their bills." 



CHAPTER IV. 



Ways and Means continued — How to get a Puff from a xoung Patroon — Meaning 
of Tons and Loads— The Presidents Puff —Paying in Sixpences — Coffers full — 
Holding up — "Xcf the Public waif^ — Paying in Chancery suits — Threatening a 
Debtor— Taking care of the Bank—** Fair and proper calls*^ — Clinton " Raving 
Mad^^ — Paying " in a slow way^^ — Mr. Butler^s humanity. 

[Favored by Caleb Baker, Esq.,] 

Sandt Hill, Jime 29th, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Ill State street, Albany. 

Dear Hoyt, — The enclosed will show you how the " world 
wags.'' One of those persons that I told to wait until their turns came, was THE 
YOUNG PATROON, who had 4 or $500 taken for rents due his father. 

If you know him^-as I believe you do — I wish you would FALL IN WITH 
HIM, and ask his opinionr—I know it will be favorable, although I did notpay him, 
because he sat within my counter, and read the papers, AND DRANK WiNE 
WITH ME FOR TWO OR THREE HOURS BEFORE THE BANK CLOSED, 
and saw every man who had come from a distance, or, was poor and needy, paid in 
specie without a moment's delay. 

Now, if his opinion is friendly, I dare say it will pass current, AND BE A 
LEGAL TENDER in your DUTCH metropolis, and it would answer for CIRCU- 
LATION, &c. Let me hear how everything goes — and what is said and done at 
Albany, Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

Seal and send the enclosed after reading it. If the loan with Baird was con- 
cluded, and you expect the specie on Thursday, you may perhaps ask Caleb Baker 
to stay for it. If not, tell him there will not be a A LOAD until next week. HE 
AND EVERY BODY ELSE thinks I have TONS OF IT on the way. 



[Per Mr. L. Clark.] 

Sandt Hill, July 1, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany. 

Dear Sir,— The enclosed you will send by the first boat, after 
reading it, &c. 

I send you 25 Times. You see how boldly we come out. I have deliberated 
long before I ventured it — ^but, as it's a part of my ** budget of ways and means," 
have at length concluded to run the hazard. 

If the specie for Schuyler's note could be obtained, you could send it by the 
bearer. 
Send the papers on Saturday. Tdl me what you think of my bulletin. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER. 
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President Bailer's manifesto, referred to in the preceding letter » as a part of his 
** budget of ways and means," and issued after Mr. Barker's visit, was as follows : — 

From the Sandy Hill Times, July 2, 1819. 

The following commonication on the subject of the bank in this place, may be 
relied upon as coming from an official source. 

For the Times. 

Washington and Warren Bank, — The excitement in relation to the paper of the 
Washington and Warren Bank, beginnini^ to subside, perhaps it may not be ill- 
timed to request the attention of the public to a few prominent points, connected 
with the operations and character of that institution. The sudden and unexpected 
suspension of payment at the Exchange Bank, together"" with other causes, pro- 
duced, very naturally, strong suspicions of tiie solvency of the Washington and 
Warren Bank, which were greatly increased by the malicious prophecies and 
slanderous reports of persons who regarded its success with jealousy and hatred. 
The consequence was, the rapid and vexatious return of its notes, accompanied 
with demands for specie, or for such bank paper as is equivalent thereto. Mr. 
Barker, foreseeing this result, and fearing that the bank might not be able to with- 
l^tand the first shock, although confident of ultimate success, very fairly assured the 

Eublic, in his address to them, that the Washington and Warren notes would all 
e paid within sixty days, without promising that the bank would not be compelled 
to suspend, for a short period, the payment of its notes. It was found, however, 
that a course so unpleasant and distressing was unnecessary, and that the hank, by 
resorting to its legal rights, so far as it respects brokers and other banks, would be 
able to ride out the gale, and that too without pressing those that owe the bank. It 
has continued, and will continue its redemptions, and is abundantly able to pay all 
its debts, to the " uttermost farthing^ The debts due to the bank, amount to more 
than double their notes in circulation, and those debts are perfectly secure — there 
is perhaps scarcely one that will not ultimately be collected. How then can any 
one be a loser by the Bank ? 

It is true that the Bank has not extended to speculators and bank agents^ that 
prompt accommodation which, under flourishing circumstances, would probably 
have been afforded ; and it is also true that it has been engaged, and QC?^ is now 
engaged in the payment of small specie, .O to persons of that description ; but it 
must always be remembered, that the Farmers, Mechanics, Travellers, and Trades* 
men, who have presented its bills, have been paid in the most prompt and liberal 
manner. It must also be borne in mind, that the pressvire of the times would of 
itself be a sufficient excuse for many things, which, at a more propitious moment, 
would be deemed inconsistent wilh the rules of fair and honorable business ; and 
above all, that the course pursued in this particular instance, is adopted for the ex- 
press purpose, not of injuring, but of indemnifying the public. THE *BANK IS 
ABLE TO PAY, and intends to pay its notes, but it suvposes that the honest yeo^ 
manry, who compose the " bone and gristle^"* of the lana, are entitled to every ac- 
commodation, in preference to greedy speculators and arrogant monied aristocrat 
cies. Those too who have " poisoned the chalice,^* have no reason to complain, if 
with retributive justice, it is '* presented to their lips ;" nor even if they are com- 
pelled to taste a portion of its contents, v 



President Butler to Mr, Hoyt, 



Sanm- Hill, July 3d, 1819—11 A. M. 
Beak Hott, — ^Ali goes on well. Caleb arrived last night with the reinforce- 
ment. Your *< extract" was well timed. I wish you would keep the Albany mer- 
chants back. It's rather hard friendship to get our bills together, and post them up 
here, say 30 days sooner than they would otherwise come. At the worst they 
would go into Brokers' hands, WHICH IS THE BEST PLACE IN THE WORLD 
FOR ME. I have received a very begging, coaxing letter from Mr. Olcott, bvi at 
WiswalVs money is not half paid, I donH trouble myself about it. 

Yours truly, B. F. BUTLER.^ 



30 THB BANKER HOLDS UP ! — LAW TERRORS. 

[Sent per Mr. Hand.] 

Sandy Hill, July 7, 1819. 
Private and Secret, 
To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany. 

Dear Hott, — I have paid since the Run commenced $9000 
and over. You know. how much I had then. I HAVE A GREAT DEAX 
MORE NOW, and am in every respect better off. The reinforcement from Jacob 
Barker puts me out danger. Have paid very liberally SINCE IT ARRIVED, 
BUT SHALL NOW HOLD UP. The public have been paid over $6000— the 
Brokers $3000. OUGHT NOT THE PUBLIC TO WAIT A WHILE? We 
Aflve CROWED full enough for the present, therefore had better write no more for 
the papers, I shall add a note to '* Equal Rights," which will gall the Mechanics 
and Farmers^ Bank to the quick. 

Finished last Saturday night by trying the repkvin, at Glen's Falls— got home 
1 o'clock, Sunday mornmg. Jury equally divided, 6 and 6 — Sheriff in our favor. 
Skinner and me both summed up ; suited myself and everybody else. Noticed 
anew for Tuesday, 13— clear case ; shall certainly succeed — want the lease from 
Van Rensselaer to Caldwell, as they gave parol evidence of it. Send it up in time. 

Paid Saturday, the 3d, 901 

" on Monday, -------- 379 though the Bank was shut, 

" Tuesday, 817 

Yours truly, B.F.BUTLER. 



Sandt Hill, July 10th, 1819. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., 

Dear Sir, — My present business is chancery. The enclosed bill J 
drew in great haste last night and this morning. I want it presented on Monday, 
and the motion made and urged on the ground of the great injury lo the Bank if 
those notes should be put in circulation. Whether Barker's assignment to this 
Bank is good or not, we are entitled to the injunction. Whether the bills are his or 
ours, the Farmers' Bank have no right to use them; and if they do, we suffer as 
well as J. B. [Jacob Barker.] I want the bill copied, and a copy sent to Mr. Barker 
for Mr. WelW examination. 

If you get the injunction, show it first to the State Bahk, and tell they follow 
Hext-r-then serve it on Farmers' Bank — then show to Lansingburgh, and tell them 
they shall have the same, and had better keev the bills. That is, H you think it best 
to inform the others before I have made out oills against them. 

The M business I have neglected, and never can attend to it. Serve the 

petition — ^give the notice — fill up the proper day — make the motion. You and the 
Attorney General [Mr. V. Buren], draw the interrogatories and examine the wit- 
nesses. I can not, and must rely wholly on you. 

The Bank is safe, and I mean to keep it so. I WILL RATHER SUFFER 
THE PUBLIC TO FRET A LITTLE, than hazard the safety of THE INSTI- 
TUTION by paying out TOO FAST. I have paid this week $2500— $800 of which 
was Walker. 

Yours truly, 

B.F.BUTLER. 

P. S. — If Schuyler's note was payable here, 1 would take Washington and War- 
ren gladly, but by his own act he has made it payable in Albany. Now let him 
pay what they will take, except I will take it in | Plattsburgh and i current— 
i Burlington, i current. If he has our notes let him present thepi. If not paid, 
write Baird that it must be done forthwith, or he will be SUED — Baird will make 
him pay it. / 

To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Ill State street, Albany. 

Sandt Hill, July 14, 1819. 
SlAB Sir, 

Send the enclosed by the boat to-morrow — all goes well. The Chancellor's 
dedaion, in xoy opinion is disgraceful, partial, unjustifiable — (inter nos.) I pay 
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from $700 to $1000 daily— chiefly in npeciesoHsfying aU FAIR AND PROPER 
calls. 

I yesterday tried the Replevin over again, and after a prodigious hard conflict 
obtained the inquisition. This secures the estate. The lease did not arrive in time 
for the trial, as I had it at Lake George. Got through summing up at 11 o'clock-— 
Jury out till after 1, A. M.— -tough business I can assure you. After bank hours, 
rode through sun and dust to Lake George — 12 mi}es — tried the cause — ^up till 2, A. 
M. — up again at | past 4 — home before bank hours. 

CLINTON IS RAVING MAD, BESIDE BEING A FOOL. But I have no 
time for more. Yours truly, 

B. F. BUTLER. 

Capt. Coflin*8 letter contains cash. Let me know whether the Comptroller found 
the account of public monies received by the Attorney General [M . V. Buren] during 
my agency, correct. I furnished it last mail. 

(Sent by Mr. Bacon.) 

When it became evident that Mr. Barker would neither purchase the '* good-will*' 
of the broken Bank of Niagara, at Buffalo, nor sustain the Washington abd Warren 
Bank, Mr. Hoyt removed from Albany to New York to practise law, having taken 
out licenses, as an attorney-at-law, and a soliciter-in-chancery. 



Saratoga Springs, Aug 24th, 1819. 
To Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York, 

Dear Sir, ********* Your brother 
[Lorenzo Hoyt,] has charge of the Bank during my absence — Mr. Barker left us 
this morning for the south. ***** The Bank will go on paying daily, 
IN A SLOW WAY, until Mr. B. [Barker] is able to give me some liberal assist- 
ance — and in the meantime I shall take it slow and easy for the future, without labor- 
ing as I have done for the two months past, which have been in every respect the 
most laborious and perplexing of my life. I felicitate myself, however, with the re- 
flection, that I have relieved MANY HUNDREDS of persons who would have been 
almost ruined if we had stopped as Mr. Barker advised me — that I have kept up PAR- 
TIALLY the credit of the paper (I3?* in the vicinity of the Bank, which in the event 
of stopping would have been at 50 or 60 per cent discount — and that, in all that I have 
done, I have been actuated by a sincere desire to promote the interests of my em- 
ployer, and the welfare and preservation of the community. * . * * * 

In haste, your friend, 

B.F.BUTLER. 



CHAPTER V. 



Messrs* Butler and Barker^s management of the Washington and Warren^ and the 
Exchange Banks, reviewed. Their statements of the conditions of these institw 
tions. The truth told too late. Mr. Hoyt^s efficient agency. Puffs and puffers. 

Mr. Butler's public career — his rapid advancement — ^the high and honorable 
posts he has occupied — ^the very lucrative situation he now Alls — his standing as 
a moralist, and professing christian — these are known — but of his principles, as 
developed in the preceding letters, his countrymen have hitherto remained in pro- 
found ignorance. He denounces in the Sandy Hill Times, greedy speculators and 
arrogant raonied aristocracies, and this too from the shop counter of a chartered, 
exclusive, banking monopoly, of which he was the richly enddwed High Priest ; 
and which was then evading the payment of its just debts, by counting out six- 
pences and other small change, to harrass those who held thousands of dollars of 
its paper, for which they had given the full value. He tells the public that «* the 
Bank is able to pay, and intends to pay its notes,'' — ^that **it has continued, and 
will continue its redemptions, and is abundantly able to pay all its debts to the 
Uttermost tethiDg,"--«aiid this he solemnly affirms on his honor" as a man, and in 
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his official capacity as the presiding officer of the corporation. His ** bulletin," as he 
calls it, was copied into the N. Y. Evening Post, the Albany papers, and all over the 
state. His fervent piety gave weight to his asservations — the people believed, were 
deceived, and he admits to Mr. Hoyt, in his letter of Nov. 16, that his character had 
suffered severely in consequence. 

If he told the truth, that the Bank was perfectly solvent, what are we to think of his 
abiding friendship for Jacob Barker, who had allowed its notes to fall to 40 cents, cash ? 
Mr. Butler remained as President of the bankrupt concern until it was intimated that 
his princely income was to be taken away, next year in February. On the 9th of 
February, 1820, the notes of the W. and W . Bank were quoted in the Evening Post, 
as worth 37i cents — and on the 4ih of March, at only 35 cents per dollar, while Bar- 
ker's Exchange Bank notes had found their level at 20 cents. Still we find President 
Butler at his desk in Sandy Hill ! 

On the 17th of September, 1821, Beers and Bunnell, quote W. and W. notes at 45 
to 50 cents ; and in October the Evening Post has W. and W. at 45 cents, and Bar- 
ker's Exchange notes payable in N. Y., at only 12i cents per dollar. Next year they 
were sold at 10 cents for a dollar note. In June, 1824, after the W. and W. Bank 
notes — from $150,000 to $300,000 — perhaps twice as miich (for there is no believing 
any thing tbat such persons as Barker may assert) — after its notes were bought in at 
50 to 75 per cent discount, then — but not till then^-did this fraudulent concern, re- 
commence again " cash payments,'' which Mr. Barker or his instruments kept up for 
some years — but the Exchange Bank was a dead failure, of which its owner got rid by 
taking the benefit of the state insolvent law. 

In August, 1819, Mr. Jacob Barker issued a pamphlet, dated at his Exchange Bank, 
a bundle of which he sent to Mr. Butler, at Sandy Hill, for general circulation — one 
of these is now before me. It states. 

That he (Mr. Barker,) began l)is Exchange Bank, in New York, with a substantial 
capital of $250,000 ; that it flourished till May, 1819 — ^that the average or usual circu- 
lation of its notes was over half a million of dollars—that in that month he ceased to 
pay out Exchange notes, substituting Washington and Warren, (which occasioned 
the run on his President, at Sandy Hill ;) — ^that from the 1st of August, 1818, to the 
Ist of May, 1819, he had redeemed at par $582,115 of W. and W. notes, "while 
others were purchasing them at a discount," — that from April 26th to June 19th, 
there was not one thousand dollars of the W. and W. bills returned for redemption— 
and that he considered the W. and W. Bank, " FROM THE KNOWLEDGE HE 
HAD OF ITS CONCERNS, AS GOOD AS ANY OTHER, IF NOT THE BEST 
IN AMERICA." 

Mr. Barker further said, in this pamphlet of his — " because I hwio the paper to he 
good, I recommend to every man whose good opinion I loish to preserve, to take the notes 
of the Washington and Warren Bank, and also the notes of the Exchange Bank for any 
property he wishes to sell.** 

Again — 

»• The notes of the W. and W., payable in N. Y., will, from this date be punctually 
redeemed at this (Exchange) Bank ; and the others will continue to be redeemed at 
the Bank at Sandy Hill." 

** I confidently calculate that no man will approach the polls at the next spring elec- 
tion, with a bill [of the Exchange Bank] in his pocket, which he cannot then convert 
into money, at par, if he chooses to do so." 

Time showed that all this was a deception of the most unprincipled, reprehensible 
character, but it did not diminish the close intimacy then subsisting between Jesse 
Hoyt, Jacob Barker, and Martin Van Buren ! 

After stating to his friend Hoyt, (23d of June,) that he had paid in cash two sums 
amounting to $166, Mr. Butler threatens that if any more such calls should appear, 
he would place them in their turn among the bank creditors he was then tantalizing 
with sixpences and other ** small change." 

When Mr. Olcott complains of Banks which speculaU in their own depreciated 
paper, and place their funds far from *' the only spot where they pretend to 
redeem" their bills, (which was the case with the W. and W.) the meek sabbath 
keeping Mr. Butler, threatens to write for the papers, what would gall his 
(01cott*s) '' bank to the quick." And when he (Butler) apprehended tbat his notes 
would be demanded when due, by banks holding quantities, he sent Jesse Hoyt to 
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terrify them by threatening some, and tiyiog others with Yexatious proeeaditigs in 
Chancery. 

The location of Sandy Hill, far in the rear of Albany, out of the way of all busi- 
ness, and to be approached only through bad roads, ana at expense, was well chosen 
as a meaDS to evade payments — and the selection of a young, keen, needy attorney, 
the partner of Mr. Van Buren, who could play off Chancery and other sorts of law, 
in lieu of specie, when trouble came ; who could drink wine with ** the Young 
Patroon" for three hours, behind the bank counter, persuade him to take back the 
base notes of a base bank instead of specie, and give Hoyt the hint to *' fall in with 
him," and get his **^ opinion" to be used as ** a legal tender" to gull ** the Dutch," — 
are proofs of Barker's cunning. A Bank President who would pray of a Sunday, 
the loudest and the longest — and on the Monday chuckle over the credulity of 
his country neighbors, who while they received as dollars his worthless promises, 
believed he had tons of specie on the way to redeem them. If such a man shall 
be continued in the very responsible oflfice of U. S. District Attorney, at N. Y., 
with $20,000 of yearly iocome, by Mr. Polk, or confirmed by the Senate, should his 
name be sent to them, I have mistaken very much the feelings and temper of this 
great republic. 

In his ** secret" note to Mr. Hoyt, July 7, he tells them that there was plenty of 
means to pay, but he would now ** hold up." ** Ought not the public to wait awhile ?" 
Let ** the public fret a little." He was, (July 14), ** satisfying all fair and proper 
calls," — and (August 24^, Lorenzo Hoyt (his assistant) was ** paying in a slow way." 
This, too, not two montns from the date of his assurance, through the press, that the 
bank had abundant means and would pay to the ** uttermost farthing !" If David 
Henshaw failed in the Senate, what hope is there for B. F. Butler ? He speaks of 
humanity and forbearance, and in the same breath (his 10th of July postscript), bids 
Hoyt threaten poor Schuyler with the terrors of the law* if he would not redee m his 
note in better currency than that which he and Barker had declared to be E^ ** the 
best in America." 

Cases are on record, in which Bankers, with empty vaults, have handed parcels 
of their bills to pretended creditors, who appearing to come from a distance, and 
receiving, as it seemed, large sums in payment, have produced effects similar to 
that recorded of ♦* the Young Patroon." I do not say that Wiswall was of that 
class, but it is evident, by Mr. Butler's own showing, that all his redemptions, both 
with cash and the bills of other banks, in May, June, and July, amounted to a smaller 
sum than a real bank pays in an hour or two in the ordinary transaction of its 
business. 

Among those who censured the universal stoppage of Bank payments, and the re- 
lief law of 1837, it is presumed that we will not find on record tiie name of Benjamin 
Franklin Butler. 

Mr. Hoyt got his friend Butler*s letters published as puffs at Albany. ** Your ex- 
tract was well timed," says Butler, (July 3d). Here is the extract. 

Frotn the Albany Daily Advertiser. 

Washington and Warren Bank. 

Wednesday, 30th June, 1819. 
Messrs. Websters 6c Skinners, — The following is an extract ftom a letter, dated 
*« Sandy Hill, June 29, 1819." If you think its publication will be of any service to 
community, you will please to give it a place in your paper. 

Sandt Hill, June 29, 1819. 
*^ The run upon the bank still continues, but the alarm in this part of the country 
18 wholly subsided. The appearance of Mr. Barker in good health and spirits among 
us, satisfied the people that the Washington and Warren Bank would sustain no loss 
by his temporary suspension. All are delighted with the accommx>daHng disposition of 
Mr. Butlert the President. When there wero more calls than he could satisfy with 
his own hands, he called in his neighbors to assist him in paying. And when there 
were more than all could attend to, he requested those persons that came with the 
bills, to lay them down and take as many dollars in specie as they left in biUs, and 
retire to give room for othen. Many came and saw the counter loaded down with 
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gold and silver, and went away satisfied that all was well, and that Sandy HUl was 
not without its * grains of gold.* You may tell your Albany banks that they had bet- 
ter be a little more sparing of their denunciations, for their own vaults may have to 
atone for the sins of dieir keepers. Sdl aU the goods you can for these notes. But you 
had better not send up until the alaSrm has proved groundless, as you may be trod 
on in the crowd. When you do send, however, you will always have the preference 
over brokers in being waited upon, for we do not much admire those leeches upon the 
* body politic* in this part of the country.** 

Another puff is given in the New York Evening Post, as an extract of a letter from 
Jacob Barker, dated 28th June. <* I left Sandy Hill yesterday. The bank has not 
stopped payment— i/ will not stop payment ; which please promulgate,** &c. 



CHAPTER VI. 



De Witt Clinton blamed in life, hut praised afterward. Party spirit degenerating into 
faction. Hints for the Convention of l^Q. 

'* Clinton is raving mad, beside being a fool,'* says Mr. Butler, in one of his private 
letters to Mr. Hoyt. ** I think the situation of the Governor is daily becoming more 
desperate,** says he again. Expressions like these are not unfrequent in his corre- 
spondence, but it would appear, on reference to his remarks and the resolutions which 
he moved in the House of Assembly, at the time of Mr. Clinton's death, that he had 
about that time changed his opinion., He there spoke of '* the illustrious dead,'* whose 
name was more likely to be perpetuated in history than that of any other son of New 
York since its first settlement — said there never had been aught personal in his 
(Mr. B.'s) opposition, save respect for the character and admiration of the talents of a 
man ** whose ambition it was to be distinguished as the friend of learning and morals, 
and as the advocate and patron of every measure, calculated to promote the wel^e, or 
increase the glory of the State.** 

<^ Let the statesmen of the present day, those who are now engaged in the career of am- 
bition, learn wisdom from his example. The grave of Clinton will soon cover the recol- 
lections of his political honors, and in it will be buried the triumphs and reverses of the 
hour. But his fame as thle patron of schools and seminaries of learning, as the friend of 
morals and benevolence, and as the ardent champion of every great public improvement, 
will flourish while time shall last. Need I remind you of his efforts to call out and to fos- 
ter the latent genius of our people ? Need I speak of his labors in aid of that great work 
which has conferred so much glory on his native State, and so largely contributed to the 
happiness of its inhabitants ? By connecting his fortunes with the success of that stupen- 
dous project, and by devoting to it the best energies of his mind, what an unfading wreath 
did he secure ! So long as the waters of the great lakes shall flow, through this new chan- 
nel to the Atlantic, so long shall history record his name V* 

I have quoted Mr. B.*s remarks from the New York Statesman of February 15, 
1828. Mr. Van Buren*8, in a meeting of members of Congress from New York State, 
held in the Capitol at Washington, February 19, are taken firom General Green's 
Telegraph :— 

** The high order of his talents, the untiring zeal and great success with which 
those talents have, through a series of years, been devoted to the prosecution of plans 
of great public utility, are also known to you** * * * * "the greatest im- 
provement of the age in which we live was commenced under the guidance of his 
councils, and splendidly accomplished under his immediate auspices'* * * * * 
" the triumph of his talents and patriotism, cannot fail to become monuments of 
high and enduring fame.** Mr. V. B. then moved a resolution declaring Mr. Clinton 
the "proudest ornament** of New York State, and *«a distinguished public bene- 
factor**' 
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Why it was that Mr. Butler and his fiieDds gkre to the measures of Gore^or Clin- 
toD an nlmost mdi^criminatmg oppositioiji— why Silas Wright, Aisariah C. Flaggy and 
the party enlisted nnder Mr. Van Buren, tsikiag advantage of an accidental majority 
in the legislature, remored h;m from his seat at the canal board, where he had sat 
without salary, neither Mr. Van Buren*s nor Mr. Butler's eu}ogie» i/rill explain— jbut 
the following extracts fropi a letter from the. Clerk of the House of Assembly, may 
aid those who are in the habit of guessbg : . 

JSdward LitiingsUHih AlhHny^ to ''Jesse Hap^ jffew York, 

[Post marltt AxBAjjiT, De^.. 5,] t8JJ3.-^**Es)eeck*put the stories in circulation in 
New York that I wa^ uncter Van Bui^U'ff in^ueoce, made a^ spemh, «&:c., but you 
linow without my telfine ydu, tiiat he is an egregious ^r* * • * >» j have 
seen the Goveir^or [Ya&s] since I last wrote. Re is decidedly in iavorof Caucus 
nominations, and co»fowuUdlyjmzziedd1^ottt ginng At choice <f titector^ to the 
Feoplt-^hx^ he says that th^ K]BPtXBj;.iCA^ ]^rty oi^e not to he afraid to goto the 
Peoplis. . '' ' '. ' - ' ■' ' ■ ' "^ . • / ' 

He .win recommend the measure^ in my opinion.. This I Wrote yon before — but, 
ifpossible, I am BOW si^rerof it tblan I w^ before^. . ... 

The Rtpubliean memhere of the Hause^ it is thought, mil hold a Cauctts vponiihis 
^jUesiion; mdf ttft^ cornkglo a conckuidnfaH go one-way or the oAer* IF CLIN- 
TON IS VERY MNGEROUS THEY WltjU GO ONE WAY, AND IF IT 

IS TRouGaaT m cannot majkbj any difficulty thesy wii^l 

GO T'OTHEE WAY/*; / .^ ... \ -■ . 

Wa^ Cardinal De B^etz i%qr i*^ w«H}g whei^^h* i^"*^^ that «^ nothing hiU a continu- 
ance of^good fortuise i^ abjle tO; Gx .moat men*s friondsblp 1^ -. . 



Extract Iroito a lettlsr^Liofen^o Ho^rt to hii^ brother ^^sse^ated at Albany, De- 
cember S4th, 1823.-*r-.A meeting lias beeli jealled, £md fs n^Wr this moment, in full 
opeiatbn, in :i«lat^n to the Presidential ISlectors: It Was^ st^rtiMl by two notorious 
politii^al rencgadbes, ^to witv W« E^leeck^and Jacob JEiansing-^meu whot despairing Of. 
becoming great by any other cdeami thai^ through the nie&im oCVnich meetings, and 
who haifj&.becom^ misanihrdpes bacause the) world and its. people, will not acknowledge 
their auperiori^ty and ^reatnes^r. > To names (bw ef those who composed the meeting will 
supersede the* seoessity of any Axrther ooinnfent as to iis political cast^P. T. Parker, 
E. Bakiwio, Wttliam lames, J. Alexand^, the Towflsfends, P. Gansevoort, the QTassi- 
djs, G; Hawley, Spencer, Skaffbrd; A:c. 'I trust that J^HitU^Hoans and ^e People in 
genera! willHknoif from whom this popular- ineasure, of g^vffig (he dunce of Eleetors 
to ^ People^ emaniates^ Tht measure itself I must 8a$r, as j[ al-wa^s have said, is a 
RmiUiean one—M the ^^rce.fi&m iMoh it springs ,t&iU render, %t mpopvlar with 
■I^Beimblicans." / " • ■ '•' '. ■';''•«■■ ^ ., - • . 






xjhapteA vh. 



Mri Butler feeispuWe cshsufe^r4s ewisidef^ as bad tm JBifrier. He exhorts Mr* 
Bsyi io keep the Sabhath^succeeds Judge ,Sliftneirrriji ambUHou^t qui^tes CtBSar, 
becomes an aetiffe piliticmrr:a.^ciHa%f. Mr.JBarM stops his satafpf and takes th§ 
bsmfit of the In^olvewt La¥)s.. . . Judge Vofi Neu'^ffrmine stdtied bjf bank e^oi^acL 

/ ' "^ . V . g^KpT Hil», Not; 16,^ 1819. 
Jesse Hoyr,E8qVNeW York, ^.'^^ r. ' ' '^ , . 

My Dbah Sir**-' ^ • ♦ •**»!. am certain that no 
Fk>or wigijt ever laboried mfore siiieeKely lor the public good,, or received ftiore of* 
public censure^md abu$e*\ For the tatt seven; or eigjbt weeks, however, wo have had 
compar«Bively ^let times, apd J have had some |eisore iot }9A r««ivig and Taw 

t^bor. ■' "■ "^ ..';•,,)'''•. • .•■* - '.♦;.•.■. \' r : 

You are light ib suppos>n{^ tba$ t^laje catastrophe (Ibf I ooneider it the end oC 
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that drama) in the Ei^chaoge Bank, is a commoD raiafortiuie. To me espedially it 
Is a great one. I had cheei^ully suffered the depredaHon <f OUR PAPER, that Mr. 
B. [Barker] might in the meantime bend all his efforts to the Exchange Bank, and* 
in the resumption of payment there, hoped for the most aUspieions results. The 
matter |s past mendihg» and no doubt it is all for the *Ji)est. tVe continue paying 
daihf in, a 9maU wow, more h relie/ve the sufferings of, community than for any other 
purpose. The creait of Hie paper is very low in thia conntry-r-hard)y any one take» 
it at par — and were it not for tire smalt payments of which I spoke, no o.ne'of mj 
neighbors would have any confidence in the ultimate solvency of the institution. 
Some few, inferring from what has been done and what \A now doing, that the 
intention is TO, PRESERVE THE BANK, are father disposed to think favorably 
of the concern.' ^ » * * * 

By the bye, my character is so depreciated. at Albany (according to report) that but 
few of my old acquaihtances would acknowledge or receive me. Some Of them, I 
bear, have the kindness and condescension to cocnpassiona^e and pity me, while oth- 
ers consider me /t^^^ 05 had as /ac(>5 jBtzr^err which in thpse days is oonsider^d a 
pretty severe specimen of invective and reproach. So be it.' 

•rhey cannot ^ob me of free nature's gracttV 

They cannot shut the windows of' the sky, , 

They cannot bar my constant feet to trace 
/ The woods and lawns, by. living str,iRain at ere, . , - 
C>f fancy, reaso/i, D^ftM, naui;;ht,<!!aH me^bereaTa. 

] am fiOrry to observe that you axHs obliged jto turn casuist in order to reconcile 
your 5un<iay labors to your own sense of doty. ** * ♦. * ♦ .No.true conso- 
mion can ever be derived fro hi anything (hat re<]Uires the i^e^Iect of ^ religious 
duty. The ways of wisdom, and of wfedoin only, ** are ways of pleasantnesV — 
her paths, and hers onIy« *f aro path3 of peace.^ ' Mrs. Butler joins in affectionate 
remembrancot . Truly yours, 



; // Sahpt Hiii;, Dec. 17, Ifild. 

Jeiiie Hoy t, !()sq.« Albany.' / ■,'■-■" 

x^ My Dear Sir, — ^We Ijave been much troubled by visitors at the 

Bank for the 10 days j^st* 'the Court of Common t^leas, which sat in the village 
a part of two weeks has just adjourned. .You can hardly . conceive how* much I 
was vexed and molested. ^Very man who owned a ^dollar of our paper made a 
point of brlqgiog it along. I made .my ^eW as an attorney-^was omployed in two> 
causes which I tried and argued, .and had very good success. There is l)ut little 
law business doing in thi^county. Such complaints you ^ever heaiol from lawyers^ 
of the dullness of the times^and th0 scarcity of money* 

Mnst truly yours, . B, F. BUTLER. 



iMaSled, Hudson* Feb. 0.]. : ^ 

" * Htrnsour, Feb. 7th» 1820. 

Jease Hoye,&q., AttDrn3By:-at lUaw, New York* ' 

. '• \\ I)ear Friend,--Th^ release of Mr* Yc^le is enclosed^ 

We have 'no Chmmissumier at our village^ (if^ men JU. f&r if. %ein^ cMifly Bvxklails,) 
and I therefor-e hrOught it with ine. *. » * • • »^ * ''* You arc. THE 
ONIiY PERSOJ^ io, ^^hom I ever write except on business topics^ and perhaps I 
ahauld write leas frequently, than 1 now do were it not for the occasional necessity 
' of the correspendjenqe. Not'thtr X dislike the employment, or have forgotten iho 
friend— nejrher is the casei A ' | 

I have a tolerable prospect of getting -a fivelihood jby my profession at Saody 
HiH, the appointment of Mr. Skinner and his consequent desertion of the bar, hav- 
ing left room tor,«eme other pennon. I liave ''taken his office, but whether I shall 
fill his place remains to be s^en. , I }iave heen urged, to hold myself in reserve until 
spring and then remove to N^io York unth' an old friend of ours,* (M. V* B.), but I 

* Martin Van Btirtm. . ' - « 
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prefer TemaiQiDg w^heria I am. ** A roTling stot^e g^th^ra no noioss/' apd tfaough I cer^ 
taanly would not have, goue from Albany had I known ^hat would have followed, I 
have too much pride tp keep always on the move — and upon, the whole do not regret 
the reniovaL Besides, I doubt whether it would be.advbable.to locate myself in New 
• York, even with the aid of wealth and talents. , The saying of Cesar's, UiaJt he xoould 
rather he the first in a small village than the secojid at Kome<t is a fair epppressian of the 
sentirrienis of most men. At New York I could never hope to he even Oie SECOND — 
where I am [Sandy tHilll perhaps it may not be too presumptnotis to aspire to higher 
honors* . I believe Mr. Van Buren does not wi^h to have it known that he removes to 
New York in the ^Spring, therefore, if you have not already heard of it, you will 
please consider what I say as iniir nos. 1 am fearful that Mr. Barker^s misfortunes 
"Will prevent you from realizing all the prosjpects you. indulged in when 1 fast saw you. 

Since my resolution to get all the law business J could, and to present myself be- 
fore the public in that capacity, I have thrown off the restraints I had before pre- 
served with regard to an interference in County affairs, and have engaged witli some 
Tvarmth, but pure intentions {as I hope) ^ in the political warfare. 

Education, habit, inclination and principle all conspire to niahe me A BUCKTAlL. 
I have rm sinister views: to gratify— no resentments to satiate— no ofW object but tht 
well being of (He Stdte^ther^fote my endeavors shall be to confine 'myself within the 
golden rule, of " doing to others what 1 would have them do to me.** '• ' 

I have received a letter from Mr. Barker, staling ths^t the bank -Was unable to pay 
Bde the salary I have hitherto received any longer, xvkich is what I have been compelled 
to look for for some iim^rpaU^ and which will render my prospects rather gloomy. 
; - B. f'. BUTLER. 



CHAPTEKYIII. 



Mr. Butier &n Judge W W. Van Ness. Van Ness, and the B<ink. Butle^y Barker, 
arid the conspiracy trials q/" 1826-7. :Tht Life ^nd Fire Cpmpany. Stpckjpbbing* 
Barker'' 8 Conviction, and Leiters. Mr, Van Muren and the Washington and War* 
ren Bank Charter, ' ^ - . ^ 

.^ Mr.BuilertoMr.Hoyt.\ . ' 

, : . AiBANT,jiigrchl7, leap. 

My dear friend, ♦ » * * * It is but seldom tiiat I iiear from our friend 
Mr. fearker, for the very substantial reason, as I suppose, that he has; nothing to com- 
municate. Do you think he will be, discharged in April ? And can you form any 
sort of estimation a^ to the ulti^mate result of his affairs? *; */ * * *. ♦ 
lrf6 not yet preciselv know what are Mr. \f an Burden's expectations, nor do I be- 
lieve he does himsefc. Mr. Edrtlonds, vvho is nptrwitlr hitot has had some con- 
versation with him 0^ the subject of business at.New YorK, ,1ml I fiave no appre- 
hensions that he icould fortri a connection/with so ^icng a practitioner. * *^' *" • * 

♦'*-*.* The *Compittee of Intjuiry; intended to report next week, btit as 

* Mr. Butler hftte allxidies td a cotnroittea of. the Assembly, appcfnteij to InfinEro into ilie conduct of Jud^o 
W. W. Van Ness, accused of taking- bribes. In January, 1820, the N. Y, American mntifl a sp^dflc dfacgs 
against the Judgf^e, a member of the- Assembly of it. Y., and ah Alt^rney &f Coluruhh^ Co , thit th^y hid 
shared $20,000 of ^a bribe frojtx the bankof Arnerick for assisting- in this pasta^u of its ipecinl diart^rn in 
1813. General Root moved for a<56mmiUee on the 28th, to inq.i re wlji^tiier it w?i5 mu? tlial Judge V, K. 
had accepted $5000 <br his services to the hank in the CeunciJ or llovi&torr, and reniflrkfMl, ^Mhat if ail tb* 
circuihstances of bribery and cojraption thatmarked the progress nf that cliartflr were \v V)o dtvoloped and 
unraveled, it would take the committee a longf time t6 perform thelt duty," A coufmittee pf nine waif ap- 
pointed. The Judge, instead of coming manfully forward, Uke an innocent man, gsked lo be allowfid itie 
aid of four distinguiftheji lawyers, he hitrtself also pleading his own casiso. Six of the ct»minittoe were ufao 
lawyers, and their chairman was the partner of the JuBge^s senior cnuDHrj . Qnf rks and qsiHibJen tlipra were 
in abundance, .but* say Messrs. Charles King, J. A. Hamilton, aiiii iulJiiat^jn VeTpliMick^^ \\\ ThG Amaricun, of 
il'pril 13th—** under all those restrictions onr cai^e w^s fully niadc out." It was .nhown tb^t, 

1. The Board of Dipecters of the bank of Amertc& refused to perfnit ho much of ificSr booft &f mintifts to 
be^een by the CgibmUtee as (contained the entry for th^ paymeot to Eliaha WiJliamBH s^f !j2<3,oi?P, with tbe 
uses it was to be put to, and the motive^ for the payment though that entry tvouid probably hav« ifltU*il 
the quetUon. • . - ^ . " • " ^ 



28 BANKERS AND JXTDGES IN TROUBLE. 

Jttdge Van Ness has not^ct returned, I do not Ijelieve they will be ready. That cotx- 
«erii loaks very dark for bis Honor. If he is innocent he has been Veiy unwise in the 
course he has adopted. If he shall be convicted, ultimately, what a degrading clr^ 
cumstance it wjli be for the judicial cha^cter . of our State I It was once our pride 
and ornament — but how are the confidence and respect of the public to be preserved 
when its members are suspected^ much less when they are arroign^^ for "high crimes 
and misdemeanors ?** — In truth your very sincere friend, 

E. F. BUTLEJt. 

The reader may have perhaps had ah impression that, in 181 9« Mr# Butler was in 
som^ degree, ihe dupe of his cunning relative, Jacob Barkei;. Such was in no r^ 
Bpect the case. Between these financiers and their fnend Mr. M^ Van BureQ the very 
best understanding continued to prevail, and prevails to this very ho^ir. Mr. Butler 
acted as Mr. Barker's agent long ^fter he left Sandy Hill— did business for the W. dc 
W. bank, when^ after *' getting in i^ notes,'* it opened shop again — was Mr, Barker^s 
advocate when, in 1826-7 he was thrice triedy never acquitted but again ^nd again de- 
clared to be guilty of enormous frauds, by i^righ( aqd. intelligent juries, in the New 
York Circuit Court — and pleaded hard with the jury not to convict, aiding also other 
** financiers" then there placed .in some trouble^ to appease a rail aged and iosutted 
pomiuuBity, and escape the penitentiary and pillory, a'doom which some of them very 
richly mcrired.* ' 

9. Tb« receipt "^blch Mr. ^u;r^ took froin Winiamir fo/r that smn/ which tie handed to his successor tiid 
asked him to- brin^ ft to Albany, tlie latter refused, saying it would bcit be necessary, and when at Albany- 
denied all recoHectum of it 

3. Messrs. John Duer and Rudolph Banner swear positively that Judgd Van Kess twice confessed to each 
of them, separately, that he was entitled to one third of the $2ai000 received by Williams— that he feared 
that Wihiams me&nt to delratid him, and only gire hlta |^i^OOO^that the qtoney was ^ gratuity to hdm (the 
Jud^e) from the bank of Amerfc|i-^and that Willii^ms elaimed a part of Che cash for G^osvenor, of Columbia 
Co., on the eispTess grinds that he had been as udefhl in getting the bill through the Legislature v> either 
of them. This was the bank which Governor Tompkins prorogued the Legislature rather than agree to its 
incorporation in ISIS.'^ ' , i . 

4. It was shown tbiit Judge Y. N. had given contradictory acdonnts of fbe vy ^^ became entitled to this 
'*9fafcuity,"^that Mr. Williams had done the same^and that ti story abdut an agreement of the bank of 
America to lend the (country), bank of Columbia $150,000 in cqsh, for 19 years, at 3 per cent interest, on the 
security of the corporation, to benefit the former bank, for canceUing Which Mr. ViSUfams asserted that the 
$30,000 was obtained, was qtilte absui^ Mr. Wbloott, who alone conducted ^e negotiation with Mr. Wil< 
liams, swore be never heard of it— and that no additional security was asked or glven-^hat a loan was 
acreted on, but at 6 per oent instead o/ S<^to prove which he i»<oduced the original proposal of even date 
with. the bond. The Jndge igot the $1000, it ia true, but 'Qeiteraljldot's inquiry afiJeoted his health— he died 
some years after. 

What a dangeitous thing, in a country wfalere every one depends on the- \tw as a. protector, is it to have 

Edges ready to holcl out the hand for ** a gratuity," widle with the tongue anu pen they sit as the paid min- 
ters of the law, perverting justice! with Mr. Yan Ness, bank gratuities wei« not new. When, in 
arch* l^^i ft faithful GomtBittee of the Assembly of that day asked.leave'to report |^e evidence of whole* 
tfale bribery In the matter of th€» Merchants' Bank charter, leave was refused, and sCb members implipitted 
in the charge added, to delay or crush investigation \ of these Mr. Van Kess was the first named^ and he 
appears in unenviable preeminence on the tpemoriala of leg^lativid 6aiity4n those early times of'banP^ 
fraudi The press had Exposed the legislature- Mr. Van Ness voted for a motiph to {Prosecute thb editor of 
the Citizen for libel, wliich was agreed to, and ^gainst, another to pennit him: on the trial to give^he truth 
In evidence, and itwss rejected. . , 

Judge Van Ness and Elisifia WiIIiaxi(ts were old coileaffues, gentMmen of talent, perhaps, but seemingly 
t«gardlo«s of the inttitutions and morals of their country. ' I ^Tnk it was Governor Lewis wa6 selected this 
comiptlegi9laV>r asaBuprettieGonrtittdge,inl80$». # ^ \ . , 

' *The ootraordinary foaures, indictments, and trfito of 19tf-7, and the paJrtii plkyed in them by Messxf . 
Butler and B^irkeir oujg^t to xecetve a brief notice here. 

It is the interest of the land owner and steady-going bpsinessrinan and ci^italist, to have the tsuxreikcy, 
the money in circulation, by which houses^ lands, tnanufactures, labor Ate, are measiqwL of one real sub- 
stantial, uniform value, when gamblers In the legislature are alloired to tamper with the money current 
in the country^ they pursue tbeur private interests at the expense of the state, whiph they speedily throw 
into conff^sion, create innumerstble profitable jobs at' every turn of the dice, change their ideal p^>er shekels 
into the moi;e solid snbstanee of land, and hmgh at the foUx c|f its ancient possfssors, hi allowing them to 
^o all this, Mr. B»rker> having, as 9s sats, nothing more to lose, entered Wall street as a dealer in 
stocks ai^d.funds, scrip and hoct^ pocifs; andjn September 18S6 was indicted by a New Yo^ grand jray. 



along with Messrs. Mirk Spehcer (who bad figured ht 1883, in the Chemical Bank affiurs,) O. w. Brown, 
and others, for conspiring tosether to swindle Or defraud the Moms Canal, Tradesmen's> an4 Fulton Banks, 
and the Life and Fir^ ^o., aU of that city. Afker a^ tria) of . tweaty'-fiva days the jury disagreed, a lottety- 
ofllce broker, having, as it is stated, stood out for Backer. They were tried again in the G&cuit Court, be- 
lore Judge Edwards, in Noivemb^r, aiid found gDitty. Barker -apiHied to the Supreme Court, got a new 
trial, and was On the 12th of lifiTt I^« ^ second time fcmnd guBty^ Mr: MaxweB, District Attorney, did 
his doty nobly, in behalf of the country— but what will not money, party influence, and a host, of influential 
and teamed counsel effect for a paiflsan stock-jobber, when caught as Barker was r The indictments, tri 
ala, verdicts, and. the expense, vas^ as that must have been, ended. |n a heavier tax on honest citizens, and 
Jacob escaped: the State Prisoji, through the aid of^ such a judiciary as Van Bttren^ Hoyt, Blair, Butler, and 
O'Sullivan describe. I hope the Conyention, in J8M^ will purify it a little. 
It was stated on Barker's trials that h0 had lent the Lifo and Fire Co. $130,000 to prevent it from stop* 



THE NXV YORK FINANCUL TRAUDS 07 1826. 3d 

00 the 7th of May, 1821,. the Sandy Hill Times aonounped^ that the banking 
business would soon be resumed in that village, and that Mr. George R. Barker, the 
successor of B. F. Bptler, as cashier, had arrived, and was preparing for the resump* 
tion of payments in **the precious metal." No such resumption, however, took plaee 
for year»-^is announcement waSt itself, a pew speculation at Uie expense of the 
farmer. ' 

In 1823, this G. B*. Barker was in Nantucket, making bterest to be a New Yoi^ 
auctioneer. In 1824, its notes being bargained for at a kw cents per dollar, the bank 
began to pay again for a time* 

piii|f paymsnt^ftiid thlt tt a tim* whfii that corik)nitioB was naklnff divid^ndv out of pretendad profits, 
frhicli indficod the public to jplaeo coiUldettca where none was due. Bow could he» an insolvent debtor, 
with two broken banks tied ta his sUrts, lend any one $130,000 ! If he had that snm why did he not pay 
Hb debts t Barker's brother>in-law became bankrupt in LlTerpool, Jan. 1816, but he says he lost hut 
T0I7 little byhim-that Us (Baiker's) eridnal capital was $350,000, and that Ms bank note circulation 
was for a long time over half a milHon of doUacs I What lostes did he sustain to ojitweigh the vast c^* 
tal and enormous tfains here displayed before us 1, Alesns. Bntler and Barker joined, in August, lel9. In 
the most solemn and apparently sincere declarations, that the wealth to vmj aU debts was sure and abun- 
dant. Then comes eoverty-*-then $130,000 [in Butler's speech he says $330,0161 are lent to prop a dis- 
honest corporation-^fFaud, say the Juices, followed next, and the^ the curtain drops. Not only aid Bar- 
ker hire the most eminent lawyers of the age to defend him, hot was also indulged by the judge with tiie 
privilege, dented to poorer aen, df speakinf for himself as if he had been undeiended by others— but all 
would not do. . 

During his second trial, Mr. Maxwell asked. his friend and witness, Joseph D. Beers— << Is Mr. Bailcer a 
man ef lai^ge property or an insolvent 1**' The reply was^" As relates to hie Exchange notes I believe iU 
does Ml ^ey <A«s»--^bttt he fulfiils all his other engagements. Ht dealt to • eery gre^i amoant-^nakea laige 
contracts— i^d always seems to have tbs vbahs and disposition to fulOll tfaem.^ 

In August, 1894, the Life and Ffire Co. had $440,000 on hand— bemg aU its capital, and $06,000 of prpSts. 
From that day te its hopeless Insolvencv in Julv, d8^,. not a line was written either in Statement Book, 
Journal, or te^ei^they were all kept, eighteen months, designedly, blank, with officers getting $8,360 
^ach to fill them up ! The Company had a president With $9^390 salaiyt & secretary at $3,360 more« also hla 
aesiskant, and two clerks. M'* Barker was at the oiBce almost every day for six months before the failure, 
snd during ^hese six months the directors were never once assembled? When the concern wae ready to 
fail, Vermiixea, a director, andpne or two of the clerks ppened the iron chest and hhnded to Barker Securi- 
ties for debts dub the company to the amount of $60Q,0M« and made no entry on the books that they hid 
done so ! This assignment would have enabled Mr- Bari(er to pay himself in itiU for the money he had 
lent, when he bought the bonds at a great discount, ind also to have bargaiiMd for other worthless obliga- 
tions of^the baokiilpt concern, t6 use is a set-off against the securities in his hands, while other creditore 
"would have gone penniless; If, by an understanding with the oiScers, he knew that $617,000 value in se- 
curities would be delivered to him at the failure, July 18^ that knowledge would have enabled him to pre* 
piare for making the most of the preference, which. the oflcets made of him to receive the spplL Was ther» 
Bp consideration in the case T Believe that who tan.- 

They also anpointed him (an insotvent debtor !) their attomejK and agent to wind up the conpem. Is nol 
this very like Beefs% N. A. Trust Co. and its eight or tea truster 

The comitany had not been two years in business, with « capital of- $400,000, when it (klled for a miUien 
Of dollars, ruining many, and evidently so intending. Lives ivefe ijisured ; ditto, houses from danger bgr 
fire ; ditto, risks by sea voyages : trusts were received, ann.uity business dons, and the whole was, a mere 
jack-o<lantern or wdU-o-the-wisp to deceive the unwary by V«ct of partlament.*' Books in tsonfusion, di- 
rectors cashiered, officers fraudulently dividing profiU when both stock and profits had vanished^ enosmove 
debts contracted, the public plundered, A«iM«t Jacob Barker the only gainer— he, who knowing that a lend- 
ing institution was uwaya bortowing at a sacriSce, declared it to be tokU kmwledf tolveni ond good I In 
If ay, ld36, $390,000 in Life and Fire bonds were wry iUreputohty exchanged for 8900 shares of Morris Canal 
stock,' this again was exchanged for 3000 ahairee of Pulton Bank stock, which went into the hands of the 
mercantile Company Uiai same day, was at onca transfen-ed to Catlin, Worth,. Ac, ; the avails finally got 
within the grip of ^nte^t Jacob Barker— and $7600 of commissions were paid to Spencer add Brown, two of 
.the Fulton directors, as an indncfement for them to Agree to the exchange.' $260,000 value of Tiradesmen'e 
Bank stock were transferred to Aid. Batbbone for Life and Fire bonds* 4tf which Barke^ had 800 sh^ures. 
Why had he Uem ?. Why did he return them 1 

Mr. Leavitt, now the Becetver of the N. A- Trust'Co., was a strong witness Mainst Barkei^he asked 
him very insulting questions » and when rebuked, said he had dpne so to impeach nim, and that he had im- 
peac^ied himself. For thus calling Mr. Leavitt perjured he was fined $100— be next libelled two of the ju^ 
xors, was tried for so doing, found guilty and fined. He showed, that of 1Q;,060 shares in the Fulton .Ban](, 
the Commissioners had given ^OO to one man— Alderman Bathbone— Who, aUhough he had not paid ope 
cent on his shares, controlled -the elections, which control and stock he sold to Spencer and Brown, who 
erere convicted with himselfi for a bonus of $75,000— bein^ his shaxe at leMt of the profit^ of " special 
privileges. ** 

1 have been thus particulexjn adverting to Mr. BarkerHi career' after the failure of a bank of his, whidi, 
Co %U huMledgfi, as he said, was *^ as good as any otb^r, if not the very best, in America," in order that hia 
conduct and Mr. Butler's language on his (Baricer's) last trial (June and July, 1^) may be comoaEed. Mr. 
Barker published (Gould, printer), in 1837, the trial in one volume, with his fnend Butler's speeeh, to which 
I shall now refer. Butler grumbles because ^e spectators, " governed by the same spirit that inflames the 
ferocious savage, when he utters the yeU of triumph in the ears of a foe, prostrate at his feet, or bound to 
the blazing tree,4iad dared once and agajn, in a manner the most te^ehensibfe, to interrupt the solemnities 
of this triiO, and to exult in the anticipated martyrdom of my devoted client^— and the newspapers speaking 
of one of thd verdicts of guilty, add that it was received trith acclapoations that shook the hall— it was pub- 
lic indignation against the evil doers, and could not be controlled. ., „ .^ * , . v^ ,. 

Mr. Butler next lugs in religion, and says **you will join with me in supphcatinc the Father of Lights,^*. 
Ac. 'Mf you wished to make 'yourselves acquainted with the properties of an insect you would use a 
microscope; but when you desve to investigate the elementsandreiations of a planet, you will e^Iect* 
Ui^er instrument. Give to Mr. Barker the benefit of this obvious fWiplf •..^* ^ J ^ ,„ ^^ 
defend him with a clear conscience. ***** He has ever been found teithfUl to his trust." p. S38 
to 964. ••• ! , r ^ - / 



30 HOW THE WASHINGTON AND WARREN BANK WAS CHARTERED. 

Id a letter, from New York, March 12, 1823, Mr. Jacob Batker writes to Mr. lease 
Hoyt, " I have no news in tell you— am poor, out of business, with bad prospects, yet 
cannot but smile at the freaksof fortune — raoney very scarce, stocks faHing. . . . 
What think you of the application for the Tradesmen's Bank ? I feel an interest in 
its filvor on account of Mr. Worth — ^yet t cannot believe it will pass. . . . If she 

IRoss'*^ ship] goes the rounds well, sue will probably make him a great voyage while 
a poor deval am not making any thing.'* 

t)eval, terific, disolved, vissit, proclame, co-opperate, will show Mr. Barker's way 
bf Spelling certain words in his autograph letters. 

To,B.F.Butler,E8q.,Mhany. 

i Bank of Washington and Warren, Dec. 29, 1826. 

Bear Sir — ^This will be handed you by J. F. Shirrill, whp goes to Albany for the 
purpose of procuring some specie. I want $30QO, and send you that amount in bills. 
Mr. Barker says he has written Mr. Olcott on the subject. I should not trouble yow, 
but want the business done correctly, and fear to trust it Mone with Mr. Shirrill* 1 
fiend a draft for $3000.; which, if Mr. O. prefers, you will please band him— but I 
should prefer his taking the notes. If you have to give him the draft you will please 
deposit the notes in the M. and F. Bank, to our credit, which will make a specie de- 
posit of that amount in Albany. 

Yours with esteem, " G. E. BARKER, Cashier. 

How could Mr. Jacob Barker, if he wad poor, lend, in 1825-6, immense sums of 
money to hanks, j^nd insurance, companies, ana be hoi^estlv possessed of stocks valued 
at a million of money ? If poor, in 1622; how W^ he able, to organize an association 
to control, the North River Bank? If he had means then, why did he not redeem at 
par the bills of the W^hingtori and, Warren Bank, which had, bv the dishonest pro- 
.ceedings I have mentionedV been forced vpon the public ? , Or, if his credit was mend- 
ings why did he allc^ four years and a half to elapse between the iailure and reopen- 
ing of the concern ? Was not the Exchange Bank, which be di^ not pretend to re- 
invigorate, enougK Qi' must the pu6h<i bleed yet farther? Able personal, political, 
and financial friends — a long purse— rottenness somewhere (not among the New York- 
ers, nor in the jury boy,- certainly) — saved him from well merited punishment — and im 
.1828 he set up for Senator for the first district, puged himself in Noah's Advocate, and 
binding that New York had n o des ire to benefit by his senatorial talents, prudently re- 
«igDWd in favor of his friend ^* the inventor of the Tammany Hall Bank, Mr. Sto- 
phea Ailed. 



^ , Mr* Fitz Greene Eallech to Afr, lu Hoyt, at Albany, 

" ■ } . • New York, May 1,182^ 

Beak Sir— I send by the steamboat Victory, which leaves here this afternoon at 5 
o'clock, ai box containing hanlz notes addressed to. Geotge 1^. Barker^ Sandy HilU which 
We shall be much obliged by yopr forwarding to tim by the very first opportunity* 1 
wish you to keep a me;morandum of all the expensed yoti are at, and the various trans- 
actions you^ttend ^o* and inake suitable charge therefor. It is all for -account of cer- 
poratiens *> which have no Souls," whose stockholders cannot expect cioafidential 
•erHces of this kiiid to be perfermed withotit paying. 

- Your assured friend, 

F- G. HALLECK, for Jacob Barker. 



Jacob Barker, Neio York, to Lorenzo Hoyt, Albany. 

' New York, 1st May, 1830. 

BfeAR Sir— You have herewith re;;ommendafion of sundry persons interested in 
the Bank of Washington, and Warren.* If Mr. Sherman should be selected, he 

* How far Mr. Jaco^ Barker, was Ijiterested in the ori^ttal application for a charter to the Washington and 
"Warren ^ank— if ?it all— ^s' not ffener^lly known. The bill, as it passed the Assembly, appointed Halaey 
Bogers, a creature of Mr, Van Buren*s, and others, Xo, " open the books !'* and distribute the stock, (then 
worth SO to 25 per cent> preinium,) amdng the faithful., jialsey was a true type of the Van Buren judiciary^ 
firtt jvdg^il ',!) of Wairefl County^ and, Ao doubt coxrectiy described on th« Senate jouxnal of 189^, as fr 
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will give Alderman Gideon Lee and John K. Hedley, Esqs., as securitr — thfij are 
lughly respectable and responsible men. Alderman Lee is veiy rich. The names of 
some stockholders have been mentioned, bnt as a question of liability will arise from 
the peculiar phraseology of the act of incorporation, I think it would be very unwise 
to appoint any party interested^ therefore I hope that }\ir. Lathrop or Mr. Sherman 
inrill be appointed, or both of them. 

Yours sincerely, JACOB BARKER* 



CHAPTER IX. ; 

Mr. Butler abandons Sandy Hill, Lorenzo ffoyt^ morals. Poverty of the brothers 
Hoyt. Albany, Office only for Bucktails. War to be ^voided. The Convention 
0/1846. 

I think it is De Retz who tells us that •* those that are guilty of ingratitude ' 
seldom perceive it, because the same .inclination that leads them to it, leads them first 
to lessen in their thoughts* the obligations they have received from their^ benefactors." 

vile charicter, " guilty" of letting hims'elf dis^nestly out " for such rewards as may be extorted from th« 
feac^ and hopes of applicants to the Legislature," and from ** the timid and detperkte." So saith Sudam's 
Report, and no doubt truly. ' . . 

The Regency Senate threw out the hill, Mapch ^th, 1817, C?knti»e and his brother-in-law Buren both de- 
claiming and voting against it. Yeas 15— nays 13. 

Four days after^ Senator Hart moved to restore the bin->this required two-thirds of the Senate, which 
had then 87 members. If Mr. Van Buren was opposed to banks, why did he vote for this bill, when Tna wtere 
€ibsence would have prevented it from being a/^n placed on the order of the day ? And having done so, 
why did he deny it in 1836, and declare, in his Sherrod Williams letter, that he had never voted but for the 
old Buffalo bank ! Are not 18 two-thirds of 27— and was not he one of lira 18 T Was not liis relative, Caor 
tine of the. Argus, another? What sort of ^irgununts had the applicants for this bank used in the course of 
the four days with a couple of money-loving lawyers, velio had ** special privileges" t& bestow or withhold, 
which induced them to ittll^ and vote on both «tde«— for and against— bank and anti-bank 1 Guess, reader- 
guess. I - *" 

"^ Of all inventions, which have been put in operation, in this conntiyf to pijomote tha^inordtnate^ccumu- 
lation of wea,lth, the most exceptionable are incorporated corapsmies ; and the worst of all incorporated 
companies are BANKS."— Lt/e of Van BureHt hy Hollemd, assisted by Staler, p. 301. 

" T^ebc notes are c^led money, and- are made to perform its functions ; and the prero^ratire of the Federal 
Government has thus, in fac^, been oisaip^d by those corporate bodies."— 76. p. 803. 

** It is well known that those fathers of democracy, George Clinton and Daniel D. Tompkins, were opposed 
to hanking incorporations of almost every kind. Mr. Van fiuren coincided with them in this seatiment, and 
it was, doubtless, the general sentiment ef the democracy of the State.^' — lb, p. 85. 

Demosthenes caught a cold— a very bad cold— after accepting the golden bribe of his country's enemies. 
. ^__ ,. . ^... ^ . ^ ^ Mer ^ '*' " " ' " «^- Aw_ 



intimately," said Senator Bentoq. . ?* He is a reU hard-money man ; opposed to the paper system ; in favor 
of a national currency of gold." And yet this hard-money man could wheel about and restore to life Jacob ' 
Barker's W. and W. Bank, receiving a new light within the spa^e of four days. Wonderful ♦ And his law 
partner, Mr. Butler, could,* with his advice and consent, accept the presidency of that fraudulent corporsr- 
tion— and when it had closed its doors, return back \o ^is old partnership. Miraculous ! " An introduction 
of a new bank into the -most distant of our villages, places the business of tliat village within the influence 
of the money power of England," fiaid Mr. Van Buren, in a presidential message from Washington— but he 
omitted to teU that he had placed within that and other yet worse inftuences the bank once located u^ at 
Sandy Hill! 

The " restoration" of the W. and W. topk nlace on the fifith- Mr. Brfos T. Throop's ^ubum Bank bill 
vassedthe Senate next day, without an opposing voice^^Mr. Van Buren and everybody elsft being in its favor. 
Kezt came the final passage of the W. and W. (March 31st,} aqd the Senate that had been 15 ta 13 agamat 
It, sent it up to tne Governor and Council, by a vote of 15 to 6. Cantine now for the bill— Van Buren below 
the bar'! Senators Mallory and Swart had voted it down at their leader's bidding on the 94th ; now they 
wheeled into line and voted it up again ! " 

The W. and W. Bank bill provided that it was to issue its notes whenever the stockholders had paid Into 
its capacious vaults ten cents on the dollar of its capital, and that the operations of discount and deposite 
were to be carried on at Sandy Hill only. What its derations there consisted in, may be seen by consulthaif 
the descriptive epistles of Mr. President' Butler. By the month of Februaiy, 1819, its promises to pay 
$178,693, were in the hands of the people, in the form of bank notes, yielding Mr. Barker $19,528 of interest, 
from that source alone. How was it in Febmary, 1820 ? • 

Mr. Barker doffsd his Quaker garb about the time that war wis decidBd on, in 1812, and turned fund- 
monger. After his insolvency, in 1821-3, he challenged his neighbor, David Rogers, to fight a duel, wae 
tried, convicted, and declared ineligible to hold any office. What the revising court did with the sentence I 
have i)ot heard. " Duels are a tiappy invention of civiIi2ation, Which enable the maa who has injured an- 
other, to shoot him a3so» and gives him who has for years forfeited his honor, the power of fighting, to prove 
that though he possesses not the substance, he adheres to the shadow." ' * - 

Mr. Barker, Hazard, his father-in-law (a Pulton Bank director,) J. A^ Buchanan and others, petitioned 
Congress for a Bank of the United States, with 30 millions capital, in 1814. In 1832, Mr. Barker issued a 
pamphlet with the same proposal— onlf the >tock. to be 70 millions! He says publicly wbM^ his con- 
federates write in aeeret— ** We want as a government a great paper bank* the stoci^ to he by tu properlj 
dtatrUmted." ' 
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LoreDzo floyt^ whom the pious Mr. Butler had inatructed in the mfsteneB of lawr 
religion, and finance, was a law pupil of the firm of Van Buren and Butier, und, as the 
Utter tells us, *« a Tery fine youth." The principle he avows to his brother Jesse, 
without any apology, in his letter of March 7, 1824, that any thing lie could do to the 
piejudice of his benefactor, Mr. Livingston, and his own benefit, was justifiable, pro* 
Tided his treachery was not found out, is as bad as any thing we have heard ascribed 
to the dangerous order of Jesuits. His teachers must hare been somewhat neglectful 
of his morals. Mr. L. had no idea that yonng Hoytwas tiring to supplant him. 
On the 3d of January 1822, he thus wrote his brother : — ** Sutherknd in caucus saycr 
that when he told Lorenzo that I had the nomination, [of Clerk of Assembly,] that 
Lorenzo jumped up two feet at least. This bespeaks animation. I am much pleased 
with Lorenzo, and his situation will improve very mudi under the tuition of Seger 
the Deputy." 

The situation of the brothers Hoyt at this time, was unenviably poor, and perhaps 
it would have been better for society that it had remained so. Mr, Hoyt's criiel, vi- 
cious, profiigate, and persecuting career as Collector of the Custom^ for the port c^ 
New YoiiL, was at this period of his life not even dreamt of. ' He was a mere adven- 
turer, who was rteady to perform the services Mr. Van Bujcea required, in the hope of 
obtaining office and its emoluments through his influence, and his. career was for a 
time successful. Mr. Livingston's unsuccessful effort to make Mr. K. R. Ward, the 
law partner of Jene Hoyt, a master in chancery, because he had not been long enough 
a bucktail, will show how afiairs went at Albany, better than a labored essay. 



Jiff. Sutler io Mr. Hoyt. 



Albant, July 19, 1820. 

Dkah FBi£iri>, • • • • * We are boarding at Mr. Jones,* directly opposite 
our office, (Gilbert Stewart's house,^ where we have very pleasant lodgings. Our de- 
parture from Sandy Hill was so sudcfen, that we left all our furniture in the house, and 
for the present shall continue to board out. 

As to business, I have enoueh to keep me very busy-^chiefly in Chancery — old and 
new. It would be well enou^ were it not so long before the cash was realized. But 
It must come soipe da^ or other. I think my esLpectations will not be disappointed. 
At all events, as I told you before, I am foj: the Law and nothing, else — ^aud I regret 
now that Mr. Van JBuren ever thought of leaving his profession, which you know 
was what put it into my head to leave him. I think 1 shall make my debut at Aiigust 
term in the argument of some motions and cases. Though as to the last I am radier 
•queamish. Mr. V. B, is certainly very desirous to assist me. He has several heavy 
causes io which he insists ou my speaking.' 

I hke Albany about as little as you do--and, witk (he excepUtm ofafno persons vfhtr 
me vwrihy efesteem^ have veiy little to say to the gopdly hihabitants of this renowned 
metropolis. I think the eastern junto the most disagreeable part of them. They are 
generally bigots in politics, and veryfidl of prejudice and envy. 

Lorenzo is a veiy fine youth. J have got him at th^ Latin Grammar, in which he 
jKakes tolerable progress. I shall pay particular attentiou to him. I have paid $129 
Ibr the order to the Kegisterrso that you oWe me 25 cents. My compliments to Mr. 
barker, &c. . 

Yours truly, B* F. BUTLER. 



Post mark, Albany, Mar. 8. < 

Mr. LorenffO Hoyt to his brpther Jesse, af 40 Wall street, ^evii Yarh 

^ Albany, March 7, 1824, Sunday evening. 

Dear Bkother : — ^Yours of the 4th came duly to hand. The substance of it I 
bad anticipated, as I saw a letter that Mr. Thompson received from you while here^ 
in which you spoke veiy discouragingly as to the result of your application to the 
Corporation, but as I had not heard firom you since, I had not entirely despaired 
imtu I received yout last. . It ' is now, t suppose, known to a certainty that yoa 
cannot succeed in getting the office you sought. Jf a person has nothing else X» 
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depead upon for a litpelihood than offices, which at all times depend upon th& flac» 
titations of party predominance, I think he will soon go to poU 1 thought however,. 
t^our services for the party had been, sufficient to raise a just and equitable claim for 
some little office of the kind, that you nave been endeavoring to obtain ; but it ap-^ 
pears that the opinion of a majority oi the Hon. the Corporation and my own are at 
variance. Well, I see we have got to contend with poverty and misfortunes as long" 
as we remain in this life^ and what we shall have to *^ battle the watcK^ with in the 
next the Lord only knows. You mention your business is again increasing a little^ 
which I hope is the ca^e, for if it does not, where the end of 1824 will find us, I 
should not li]ce to undertake to say. 

I understood Mr. Thompson, I think, if the river opened soon, that he should fie 
up again before the dose of the session ; if he will not'be up again I shall write 
him about what you mentioned, and shall also speak confidentially to one or two of 
my friends, mytelf on the subject; for, ANYTHING I QAN BO TO THE PREJ- 
UPICE OF LIVINGSTON AND BENEFIT OF MYSELF, I THINK I AM 
I^RFECTLY JI^STIFIABLE IN DOING, PROVIDED ALWAYS THAT HE 
DOES NOT FIND IT OUT.* 

I think, and hare thot^ht all winter, that it would be best for me, after the 
Legislature adjourns, or aftcar I get my pay, and square the yards here, to go some 
where else and locate for the summer^ with a^ view to carry into effect the special 
order, of the day, to wit, economy. Should you approve of this -suggestion, I will 
xnention Utica, as a place eorabmiqg. both the great objects I have in view, economy 
and improvement. Mr; Lynch says I can get board there in respectable boarding 
houses at the rate of from 16s, to 18s. per week, whereas I pay here through all the 
summer, 26s. I should regret very much to leave Mr. Butler, but I know it is de* 
cidedljT for mv interest to do so, and with your consent ahd approbation, I fecfl very 
much inclined to do it this spring. Charles is going to leave, and is ge^ng some* 
where in the Western country to settle^ and I shall have no person to give me any 
instruction in my studies if I stay. Mr, Butler catmot do it, because he is ^ohstan^ 
engaged in his ovm business. 

The Senj^te take up the Electoral bill tomorrow, and no do^ubt will treat it aa 
THE POOR TmNcS deserves. I will write you how they get along with it, I have 
been almost vexed at you for hot writing me often^. I wish you would write me 
as often as possible, lay love ta all. 

^ Yours affectionately, ' L. HOYT. 

. Extracts from a letter— Loi;enzo Hoyt to his .brother Jesse^^ated, Albany, Dec» 
Zithf 1823.— ^" Mr. Livingston's election to the Clerkship d the Assembly, I con* 
^ eider beyond doubt. Itts moti protninent opponent u -•--^ —>-—,. a man devoid of 
every principle of honqrt who is willing to sacrifice his character f and anything elsa^ 
that a man ought to esteem, at the shrine of avarice* 

If by any casus omissus Livingston should lose his election, / shall endeavor to- 
obtain a situation under ht'S sudcessor.^^ 

Extract of a lejtter^ Lorenzc^ Hoyt, at Albany, to JeSse his brother, in New York-^ 
dated Albany, Sept. 10, 1832, Sunday.-~«*I should he verv much pleased to ao^ 
company you to Washington this month ; but as I shall notjbe able to go more thoA 
aice> t believe I shall wait till winter, or early in the spring. Perhaps I shall have 
acase o/ CONGRESSIONAL LOBBYING, by which J can make it a jaunt of plfosur^ 

4ind pr<^t. , ' f 

'. \ ' ' ' ' 

. [Postmark Albamy, March 26, 1S2-.J , 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., 40 Wall street. New York. Monday evening. 

Dear Hoyt« — ^I was unable to procure the appointment of Ward as aH 
Examiner in Chancery, a» they thought hete that "St HAD NOT BEEN A 
BUCKTAIL LONG ENOUGH, and they would not let your merits c0unt in hie 
fiivor; I therefore changed my > ground, and had you appointed. I hope this will 

* strange doctrint this— and ih>in a ^ r^i^bUcan^ too I iCr, Hoyt teemedio bara had in his mind th^r 
iiollowiiig lines in Catdsx Campbell— 

^ Nor in the eyea^itor from the words of men 
Hope thou to read their heart. AH are allien 

Tbirhypocr^es of ci^camstantfe.7 - 

5 
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1)6 grateful to yon, and my friend Ward. Let Ward act as your flwom clerk. It 
is supposed the legislature yvyW adjourn about the 10th of April : the sooner the 
better. Everything in the political way goes pn smoothly. Young lookfl as if he 
bad been bled ; I feel sorry for unsuccessful candidates. I think in this state we 
ought to have a peculiar prayer for such people, and especially one in the Commoa 
Prayer Book. I shall soon have the pleasure of seeing you. Write me a long 
letter. 

(In haste,) Your's sincerely, E. LIVINGSTON. 



I hear much said in Congress, the Newspapers, private circles, 3cc., about going to 
war for Oregon* for Texas, for Canada, for Mexico, for our rights, and, so forth — and 
there was a time when I di<J not dread war. But when I look at the successful 
efforts of such men as I am describing in this volume, to corrupt the whole mass of 
society, to substitute the machinery propelled by a band of covetous, unprincipled 
factious politicians, for the healthful influences of our free, elective institutions ; I 
tremble lest their power over the public press and other appliances should hasten the 
Union into a war. It is reform at home, equal laws, and faithful public stewards that 
America requires. It is enemies within that our country should set about subduing, 
far more than enemies without. 

War is a great bprtl^en to a country, but it i^ doubly so when bad men bear rule. 
Well may Americans no^ say, as Joshua, by the command of Godf said to Israel 
of old, " Tkere'iB an acQursed thing in the midst- of thee, O Israel ; thou canst not 
stand before thine enemies, until ye take away the accursed thing froni among you.*' 
Gentle and courteous reader, do not these pages, alas t too clearly prove, that there is 
also an Achan in the democratic camp ? 

Let him be tried at the Convention of IB46, and there receive tlie" reward of a 
troiibler of our IsraeL 



CHAPTER X. 



Party ManagemenU Origin of the frievkdihif of Messrs. Hoyt and Van BuretL 
Why Jdr, Hoyt got the N, Y. Coilectorship, Mr. Fk B, endorses his friend^s par 
per — sends Jesse to collect debts. Miller^ s libel suit against Noah, iloho offers t$ 
miit the ship, *^for a consideration?* Naphtali Phillips* His son introduced by 
Noah, and proves a difaulte^ for ' ^60(^,000. *^ Stray sKeep,*^ goaded by their 

'^^%onstituenis^ ButUr gives Noah his cue, via Hoyt, — " the old forms and ^stab* 
fished usages, ^^ — Bucktail Organization in NY. Mbre hints to Noah, ^ho d^ 
spatches Naphtali Phillips to ^bany% More patronage. Confidential Epistks 
I y Mr. Van Bur en. ^ ' ' "' ^ 

' «.* What can I do for you ?" said Mr. Pitt one morning, when first minister of 
England, to one of his most devoted and obsequious dependents. ^*0n1y hym toms 
'when we meet in public," was the sagacious reply. It would increaBe his influence 
with the public to have them believe that he was on terms of intimacy with the 
premier* 

Mr. Jesse Hoyt Well understood the value of such connections, but he carried 
natters farther than a bow in public, and made himself ai necessary to Mr. Van 
Bufen and his son, the present Attorney General, as he had been to President 
Butier during his engagement ta Jacob Barker at Saody Hill. ^ Mr. M. Van Burea 
is Tery penurious and covetous-r-Jesse would run iall over Neur York to recover a %h 
or $10, which liis late employer had relu6tantly lent to some poor fellow when in 
trouble — would hire lodgings for him on terms of economy — would see to the 
washing of his clothes— ^tbe buying of liis wines and groceries, or the stopping or 
getting subscriptions- for his newspapers. John Van Buren bets, gambles, speeu- 
"Eiter^u the stocks-4n atl this Jesse has been his humble slave. • He electioneered, 
Voted, betted, schemed, ran, stopd, fetched or carried, to order — ^was ♦ more badks* 
OT sub-treasury, Crawfo/d or Jackson, RufusKing arid neero freedom or "to jail 
with Ithe knissioaaaies,'' just as his patrons gav^ the.signd. His object was pelf 
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mnd power— theirs power and pelf—patriotism, the welfare of the millions, the reform 
of abuses, the pqnishment of vile peculators, the establishment of noble and enduring 
|)rinciples, as landmarks of the age we live in, are not met with in their writings — 
probably never entered into their thoughts. 

When Mr. Hoyt left the Custom House of New York, a defaulter for hundreds 
of thousands of dollars,' although his income was equal to forty thousand a year, 
with his brother. Lorenzo and such lilce straw securities — find this on the back of 
Swartwout's embezzlement of forty tons of solid silver, gathered from the mer- 
chants for the public uses — when all this occurred under the grand healing measure 
of an independent treasury, s.et up by ^. profligate bankrupt administration — the 
country looked on in mute surprise. ' The following correspondence will explain the 
seeming mystery, and it may be fitly prefaced by two extract fr^m Mr. Weed's Al- 
bany Evening Journal. 

- « Albany Eveniiig Journal, Wednesday, May 1, 1843. 

"The people may thank Mr. Yarn Buren ibr this heavy loss. The appointment of 
Jesse Hoyt as Collector of the port of New York was made by Mr. Yan Buren against 
the advice of the respectable, men of the party, ard with a full knowledge thcU Hoyi 
toas overwhelmed wUh debt, and ban^irupt in credit at the very time thai this most re* 
9pon8&>U tp*^, was committed to his haiids. But Hoyt had one peculiar qna^ficaf ion for 
the office, which in Mr. Yan Bnren's estimation -more than counterbalanced all deficiencies 
of character pr capacity. M o shrewd cpnd reckless poHtical manager, he was aJLmost unarir 
vailed. The New York Custofmi Home afforded 'fine field for the exercise of his partizam 

In the. same paper of Wednesday, March 3d, 1841, under the head of ** Another 
Explosion,'' we:fiod what follows: 

" It may be recollected that when Mr- Hoyt was appointed, we ventured to predict that 
it "would be a bad business. He, like Swaitwout, had been a reckless and was a ruined 
-apecnlator. There were few more desperate stock operators in New York than Jessx 
HoTT. All this was known to Mr. Yan Buren when he appointed him. 

But the Administration, however iniprbperly Mr. Hott has acted, is far the most to 
hlame. The vast ainount of Revenue collected by Mr. Hoyt, instead of being Safely De- 
posited to thC' credit of the Government, has been kept as the private account of Mn 
Jesse Hoyt I Yes, a maji who had utterly shipwrecked his own fortunes, was permitted to 
keep some fifteen or twenty millions of dollars belonging to the Government, in deposite to 
lus own accoant f , 

We said last fall when Loco PJoco Office-holders were spending money in unheard of 
profusion at the Polls, that the accounts of Defaulting Collectors, &c. k,t, when closed, 
would explain the mystery. We believed then, as we believie now, that the money which 
YjanBurenism scattered through Dutchess^ Columbiay Chenango, Onondaga, 4tG. was cV 
tained from the Treasury. We believe 'that a large proportion of the money withheld oy 
Mr. Hott instead -of going into his own pocket, was expended corixtptly in the Elections 
last fall. This was done for Mr. Yan Buren's benefit, and we believe with his knowledge. 
And we also believe that if Mr, YAn BtrREwhad been re-elected Mr. Hoyt would have 
Iwen protected. ' In that case the ^ end would have sanctified the means.' 

But while by the free use of money much was done for Yan Buren, the People were 
too much alive to be eormpted or beguiled. Mr. Hott bled in vain. And now, as 
Yan Burenism flickers in its socket, either the farce of a designation or the mock solem- 
nity of a Removal, is enacted before the People I Messrs.. Yak BunEir and Hott go out 
together, and as we believe, by collusion — the latter, in our jadgment, the victim of the 
former.'' ' 

Mr^ Van Buren became personally involved in Mr. HoytV financial difficulties as 
early as 1827 — whether the CoUectorship enabled them to square accounts is not 
•quite so certain. - - 

Senator Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Ho^t, at N* Y.' 

Washington, Feb. 3, 1827.— My Dear S'tr^Btvng entirely free from. ENDORSE- 
MENTS now, and my eittiatian^^rendering it highly ^^roper mat I should remain so, I 
did not suppose I could have- been again drawn into thern. YOUR CASE, HOW- 
EVER, DOES NOT ADMIT OF HESITATION. Wishing yoa all sorts of 
Jiapptaess,! remain your sincere ilriend» < 

^ M. Vi BUREN. 



ZO VAN burin's UBTTERS-^XUCJBR V8. KOAH. , 

WaBhinjgton, Feb. 3, 1827.— Mr Dear Sir.— TWa will be handed to you by Mr, 
^yis, agent of the editor of the National Telegraph, who visits our State to obtain 
subscribers for that paper. Any assistance you can c^ive him in promoting his object 
Will oe gratefully remembered by the edit or ^ and oblige 

Your friend , M. V, BUREN. 

Albany, June 3d, 1822. Dear Sir— I wish you would pay my old friend Mr* 
Carter what I owe him, and ask him to discontinue his paper. It xs tTNNECESSAftT 
TO SAT that I aminfluenced in thi^ solely by a necessity to curtail my expenses of that 
description, which are too heavy. 

Yourftiend* M. V. BUREN. 

Attorney Greneral Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. . ^ 
Dear Sir-O^ust as I was going from New York, Abraham P. Van S«--^— who i& 
a clerk in Jacob I. Barker's store,' 456 Pearl Street, a nephew of John C. H— ^^ 
Esq., borrowed $10 of me, under a promise to Send it up, which he has not done ; 
and, from what Mr. Hogebbom tells me, I a]^rehend he did not intend to do it. I 
wish you would see him and make hioi pay it to you. Ask the Secretary about the 
enclosed. I have never heard anything about it since I paid my $10. ' 

Your,&iend M.VANBUREN, 

: June 21, 1820. 

The same to the same. Date and place torn off. 
*'I am afraid you will begin to think me a veTV troublesome Mend-^but I 
AM CONSTANTLV the VICTIM Ot IMPOSITION-^that man Plimpton 
who own the Aboliva, BOREOW?D PIVE DOLLARS of me, when he went 
off, under a promise to s^d it up« If you would happen^ti^ fall in with'him I yrish 
you would-'>-r-hii|3i — ^he t^ a graceless dog., It would mcommode me very much if I 
i^uld not have ndy carnage next week. The Governor js to be qualified to day^ 
but Albany is as quiet as a Church.-^ Il is said that efforts li^aye been m^ae to f aise 
the wind, but in vaiu. Mr, Clinton is universally considered here as 'politically 
defunct. I will belietre that there is nothing in the story I heard in Philadelphia 

Sa part is torn off 1 oat of courtesy, and will want them. I go from hence in a few 
(aye, M. V. BUREN." 

[The letter and signature are in the hand writing of Mr* V. 3uren, and so is the 

fiosts^ript^-^^^ Mf« Hoyt will oblijs^e' me by presenting the abo^ye to Mr. Beekman 
or it may be Buckner] and transmitting me the money." 

Nov. U, 1822. Dear Sir— Why did I not f*ee more of you at New York? 
Judge Skinner, Greheral Marcy and myself will come down with Saturday's boat, 
and wish you (o engage rooms for us at the Mechanics* Hall. If. he cain give ua 
his little parlor for a sfttiag room and bed room^ it will be well ; if hot any qther 
good rooms will do, so that they be not too high, l would rather stay on board a 
ressel than go into his third heavens. If yqu cannot do better you may Jet Gen- 
eral Marcy 's room be on high^ and he can have the use of my room to dp nis busi- 
ness in, &c» 

, In haste, your friend, M. V, BUEEN. 

tP<^t mark Albany.]— March 17; 182&.-TMy Dear Sir— I will be in New York 
6& Friday^ aQd wi*h you to take lodgings ^r me at 'the City Hotel. 

YoiHS, M.V. B. 

Il would seem that no Regency (Joremor could visit New York, mitil Jesse had 
prepared the way. In May dth.he had another epistle from another Grovemor — 
«*Dear Sir, I^Ao?/ take tlxe S^am boat next Tuesday morning, and reach New 
York in the evetxine. You will confer an^aher favor upon me, if you- will mention 
it to Mr. Jennings, that he may .provide rooms; for ma. E. T. THKOOP." 

8ylvanui Miller, Smrc^ga^e of New York, brought an action for libel against 
Mordecai Manuel Noah> editor of the Natipaa^ Advocate, which w^^ tried befi^re 
Judge Betts, in the City Hall, New York, on Friday, Dec, i;^, l6§3, and of which 
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f eports are on file in the Poet, Ameriean, and other journals. The libel was in a 
tetter sent by Noah to the Albany Argus, wherein M/r. Miller was chained with 
being an old profligate, « retailer of fklsehood, an unprincipled intriguer, and an old 
hack — but he produced the highest evidence of unspotted integrity bbth in public 
and private life, nor did Noah make an effort to disparage his character, but pro- 
duced a letter of his (Miller's) in the Evening Post of the 29th of Jantiary, 1821, 
^^harging him (Noah) with having offered to sell himself to the Clintonian party, for 
$70(K^ abandon his press and quit New York, and stating that Mr. Clinton's friends 
rejected his offer. Mr. Miller admitted this statement to he his, and called witnesses 
lo prove its truth. 

Dr. Secor testified, that, in 1818, Mr. Noah solicited a private interview with him 
-^-^aid he saw a great political battle aheadr— that be highly respected Gov. Clinton, 
that the allowance madie him by the faucktail party was too small, and that he 
wished to quit it and the State, that the hucktail party had ill-treated him when he 
applied for an office, and were illiberal. He askeu the doctor to apply to Mc 
Catnton's friends for a loan of $7000 to enable him to buy certain theatre leases-^ 
put his yopobal in writing — and when asked what he could do for Mr. Clinton, 
would n^ake no pledge, but if he did any thing it must he sub r0sa. Mr. Noah's 
proposal was laid before four of Mr. Giinton's friends, rejected, and his j>aper re- 
turned sto him^rthese person^ testified iii cori^obor&tion of uie evidencfe of I^r. Secor, 
and Noah tried to show that the dbctor had given another representation at another 
tiine. Th« jury agreed as to the libel, but, as Mr« MiUer was a warm and active 
political writer, they differed as to the amount' of damages. < 

Mr. Noah was properly defended by the virtuous Wm. M. Price. 

As far back as Oct. 10, 1822^ (see Evening Pest,) Mr. Noah's character was 
well understood by air parties. '* Unprincipled as Cheetham was, Noah excels 
him in all the prcMfilgacy that generally belongs to a political adventurer. He is 
his sliperior in the various iniquities that always distinguish tibe course and charac* 
ter of a corrupt and mercenary hirlitt^. . . . * • He has received 
his^ wages and must earn them. Destitute of principle, it is perfectly immaterial to 
him what coursa^hey pref^ribe. His press, and the small taleivts he possesses, ate 
always in the market. Vagrant and pauper as he is, he is erer ready to work for 
money or for oflSce* With equal facility and satisfaction he i^Ves all who are able 
to offer an adequate reward for his labors. His political corruption, and want of 
veracity, have become proverbial." It is perhaps the strong resemblance he bears 
to Mr. Noah's portrait, as thus drawn, that forihed. one of the mdueements to Mt. 
Van Buren not* to commit himself, beyoisid a pertain e3i;tent, to Mr. James Gordon 
Beimett, who appears by his' letters to have been willmg to go jiearly as far to ob^ 
lige his friends as Mr. Noah. ' ; 

Mr. Noah is a Hebrew^-his partner in the Advocate was Mr. Naphtali Phillips, 
who now is; and for many ^ears has been, a pensioner on the public^ uader the 
^uise of an Inspector- in the idle-' men's list at the New York Custom House. His 
character, we take ^m the Phiiadelphia Aur(»a of Mafeh, 18^17, as portrayed by the 
hand of Col. Duane, father to a former Secretary oiHhe Tireasury under Greneial 
Jackson. ■■ . \ 

" The pap^ called the Advocate, bX New York, appears to take as much concern in tbe 
affairs of Pennsylyania, as if the proprietor fuid the editor received their Hipend for cor^ 
Tupting pMic opinion here, as well as in New York: . If cwmng^Htth Naphtali doer not 
ieel disposed to have his picture drawn undtf hie own haind, he wil^ confine himself to the 
mt^0TUtnai$ sendee to' which his necesnties hate devoted him) the same reasons which he aft- 
signed many years ago for eadeavOring to ^ei an office^ induce nato bestow on him in that 
particolar— the charity of eUenoe.'^ 

Mr. Van Buren took Messrs. Noah and Phillips under his protection, as his follolr'- 
«r8, with the above knowledge, and as in the c^se of tha Hoyta and Swartwout, the 
people have be«i the sufferers. - 

Under the editorial head, in the Ne# York Express of Feb. 29th, 1844, it is 
stated, that the Solicitor of the Treasury, in his Report to Congress, (on the Sw^l- 
wout suit,) says, that after the return of the Commissioners appoiofted to investi* 
,gaie the affairs of the New York Custom House^ ''a sait was, instituted, on the 
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21st of August, 1841, for the sum of f600/)00, against Joshua PhilliM, who had 
heen assistaot cashier, under Mr. Swartwout. The suit is still pending." The 
Solicitor thinks that although S. <' might be liable for mopi^ss received by his 
cashier, the cashier himself was also liable for this large sum, [$600,000,] nerer 
Jhaving paid it over." 

I fear that as the laws here are powerless for the punishment of £reat rogues 
when convicted, it will he just as well to continue the pension of ONaphtali, the 
father, and to let his son Joshua keep what he has ^ot. If Fauntleroy, said B. F. 
JButler, on the trial of Cashier White, had been tried in the United States, he could 
not have been convicted and brought to punishment. 

How was it that Joshua Phillips came to the custody and possession of $606|000 
of the people's funds ? . 

Through Mr. Van Buren's friend. Major Noah, as witness the following earnest 
appeal and interested voucher : 

Mr. M. M. Noah to Ms^jor Swartwout, Hoboken — a month before the latter wa» 
appointed as Collector of the port of New York, " g 

My dear Sir^I mentioned to you that Mr. Joshua and Aaron N. Phillips nave been 
.many years in the customs. THEY ARE AT IMPORTANT PESKS, and 
THEIR CAPACITY and thorough knowledge of the busifiess is exc^led by none 
in the department. In introducing them to your friendljr notice I jcan only assmre 
you that their experience and attentiob to their duties, will be useful to you and ser* 
viceable to the revenue, aijd that THEY MERIT BY THEIR INTEGRITY 
YOUR ENTIRE CONFIDENCE. 

Truly yours, • M. JVE. NOAH. 

- New York, March 31, 1829. 
» . , . «. _ " , 

Mr. Noah's standing, and connection with Messrs. Van Buren, Butler, Bowne, Al- 
len, Hoyt, and their associates, will mere M\y appear in the course of the follow-- 
ing correspondence : 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq ., Counsellor a^ Xaw, 40 "Wall S^ect, New York. 

Albany, Jan'y S9, 1824. 
My Dear friend-^The Electoral Law was to have been taken up in the Assembly^ 
to-day. . . . . . • There is no doubf whatever that a ma|ority think it in- 
expedient to pass the bill, and yet they are bo hampered by premature commitments, 
and many of them ^o goaded b^tAeir constituents ^ as to^ render it almost morally 
eer lain that they pass it in som^ shape. or other. Our reliance is on the Senate^ and 
we still entertain. strong hopes tha^ it will be rejected there iii whatever form it 
jnay come. Stili, th^i^ it by no means certain, and the. greatest caution and pru« 
dence. as well as the greatest firmness, are required in presenting the subject ta 
the Senators. We have not beeh,'and^ are apt, idle; on th€ contrary, if ever 
men labored incessantly, the * Conspirators' and the • Regen<^.' &c., deserve that 
praise. . .' . . ., . .- ^ . Mate a sugg^estion to Mr. Noah, which I trust 
will not be impropeirly received by him. It is, simply to suggest that, for the pres- 
ents the Advocate should not press the claims nor descant on the merits of Mr. Craw- 
ford. We have in the two branches of the LegisL. about 105 members who are 
thorough-going Caucus men. Of these a majority, beyond all doubt^ would 
prefer the nomination of Mr. Crawford, the remainder are fbr Mr. Clay or Mr. 
Adams, the smallest number being for the letter. While these men are toiHing to- 
abide by a CONGRESSIONAL NOMINATION, it is useless to advocate the claims 
of Mr. Crawford to such a liomination, it being certain that ifafty is made it must 
fan on him. Besideis, by pressing the claims of that gentleman yvu incur the 
risk of alarming the feelings and encountering the opposition of those firm and 
honest men who have gone with us nobly so far, and are willing to go with us tO' 
the end, but who are yet unaccountably wedded to Mr. Clay or Mr. Adams. And 
though I do not believe they could be driven from the resolutions they have con* 
culred in, iti favor of a Caucus at Washington, they may yet be induced to give a 
warm support to the Electoral Law, if they become satisfied, either that their r — 
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didates have no chance of« Cancos nomination, or that w^ are determined to forcfr 
the claims of Mr. Crawford. Stick to principles ; adrocate the necessity of adher- 
ing to the old forms and established doctrines of the party-^WiA express the utmost 
readiness to submit individual preferences to the decision of the Caucus* It will be 
time enough after th(i nomination, to defend and maintain the character and claima- 

of -the successful candidate. I should think it injudicious to call 

meetings, on this ticklish subject, especially in the country ^ where the meetings from 
necessity would he more general than with you, and where our opponents would in^ 
eviihbly oiHmahage and outnumber us. In your city, however^ the line is so dis» 
tinctly drawn, AND YOUR FORCES ARE SO WELL ORGA^NIZED, that you 
have nothing of that ^ort to apprehend. 

If the meeting about to take place should not he more formidahle than I think it 
will be, it wUl not be misunderstood here. 11$ proceedings will be considered as 
the voice, no^ of the republican party, but of the supporters of Mr. Wheaton and 
his colleagues, who are now very well understood by the country members — and 
instead of injuring I think it would render .us a service if it should stand alone. 

Still it seems to me that we have nothing to gain, and much to- 

hazard by giving t6 this subject any ftirther excitement of a popular character^ — 
bntas Mr. Bowne knows perfectly the state of things here, your Committee should 
confer with him fully before they adopt any course definitely. 

I omitted to make another suggestion for Mr. Noah. It is not very serviceable to> 
talk much of Burrites, Lewisites, or the Highminded. Several of the two former 
classes are here among our best friends ; and as to the latter, Sudam, Bronson, and 
Wheeler, are as true as steel, in the Senate— -and Whiting, Hosmer and several oth- 
ers in the Assembly are among pur best and most hope/yU supporters in that House. 

I have not written to Jlfn Barker about his proposition as to voters for Electors. 
It has been mentioned to several, but w;e doubt the power of the Legislature to pasa 
it, and if they have it, we are still more apprehensive of its policy, for reason* 
which (M reflection I think will occur to you. 

Yours truly, B, F. BUTLER. 

I opened this letter to show Judge S. 



To Jesse Hoyt, Esq. . . ' March 3, 1824. 

Dear Sir : — I have the greatest aversion to having my letters extracted for the 
newspapers or much shown, and notwithstanding a laborious coirespondence during 
the winter have hitherto escaped. The promulgation of my anticipation as to 
Messrs. Adams and Clay's withdrawing„would, you know,, not induce them to do 
so, if it had not the contrary effect. It is best to let those things take their course,, 
and there is no ground for fear as to the result. If they continue after New York^ 
has settled down it will be manifest to alt that the contest is prolonged by them to- 
the great detriment of the party, wad of the public interest, without thi least pros- 
pect of success ; and it will be the business and duty of the press to make suitable 
animadversions on the subject. To me the course of Me Advocate for the last few 
weeks has been entirely acceptable,- as it has been moderate, but firm and rational^ 
which course is, 1 think, the only one calculated to produce much real efi*ect on 
public opinion. Such is not, however, the opinion»or rather ike feeling of all ; on 
the contrary there are many who haye been so much pleased and so accustomed to 
the many good and pleasant things the Major has said, as to regret the deprivation 
of them — and they occasionally complain to me that the Advocate has lost its spirit. 
As the Major has depraved their appetites' he is, \hey think, u^der some sort of 
obligation to feed them on such viands a^ ^ave become most acceptable to them. 
Make my best respects. Jo him, and'to our friends ;- tell them that for obvious rea* 
sons, they must excuse me from not writing as often^ as I could wish. 

your friend, M. V. BUREN. 



j9I. Jtf. Noah to Jesse Hoyt, at Albany, 

New York, 23d F^b., 1S23. 
Dear Hott,— Your favor was delivered by Col. Brown — am much obliged for 
the interest you take in my affairs. Mr. Phillips will hand you this, and explain 
fully the object of his visit With respect to the State printings I cannot but consider 
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myself as unhdhdBtnntly treated by those from whom I had a right to expect a different 
course / and am positive that on tiie death of Mr. Cantine there was but mie voic« 
in my favor. If management and intrigue «ould have been so Buccesfifiilly exerted 
as to wean away ijiy triends or impair my claims, then there is nothing to expect 
from the Justice of the Republican party., I cannot Name Mr. fiuel in wishing to 
be secured in the payments due him, but considering the difficulty we labored under 
in bringing the ijtous in the repubfican from the Clintonian ranks — considering 
4tlso tiie fortune which Mr. Buel has made out of it— I thitik that i^ositioB^does not 
come with a good grace from him, and that any further survieliflnce Gret the S^te 
Printing shoiJd ceases No one knows better than yourself that there was but one 
opinion expressed throughout the Union in reliction to the perfidious course of some 
of my friends in this city, and but one hope expresstpd that the Gtovetnor or Legis- 
lature would by some public expressiotf of opinion give those .persons to understand 
that my services to the party were {appreciated, and my future usefulness regarded 
with a favorable eye. This dispesttion certaiiily existed when I arrived at ^bany, 
but great exertions are and have been made to check this &v(vable course. 
I do not concur in opinion that I should not run uidess certain of being chosen State 
Printer. I am not so certain thftt I can be defeiated — ^but^ if so, I am willing to 
hazard a defeat, reserving to myself the right- of spreiriing the facts before the 
world, and eafhibit the system of peddling aWayfhe patronage of the State, wnd^boYe 
all ascertaining who are my friends ; it is necessary to know who are my friends^ 
for ulteriot objects. ..This course, will bring me in^eoUision with the ^r^«, dnd 
probably with manv warm friends of mine who ure equally iriendly 'to that ^tab« 
iishment, but it wiU enlighten the minds and prepare the feelings <k the n^xt l0^;i»* 
lature, and they may so act as to do justice ip my elaimsy Without reference to 
shillu)tgs.and pence calculations-^-and if it is deemed the policy of the friends of that 
establishment to unite ift their iattempts (o injury tne or checkipf fkir and proper 
views, you will c<»icur in the necessity of standing on the defensive and attacking 
them in retufn, which thoufi^h it may dt> me tio immediate j?oqd, cannot v^notely 
benefit them. In shott, 1 Aavebeeuvthe faithful and jealous servant of THE 
PARTY, and have served that party successfully. If men whom I have had to 
contend against are now to pronounce on my claims there is an end of further 
8ilence--it does not comport wlt^ character or conduct to submit to it. Mr. Phillipa 
^oes up to get a section, authorising legal notices to be jpublished in the Advocate — 
a patronage to w^ich the paper is entitled,, and which it ought to receive. There 
should be out one voipe in favor of it) in a democratic legisiatute — and it is necessarv 
in relation to the Presidential question. 1 am persuaded vou and the delegation wiu 
do the best to carry it through; and I have cmly to say taat if nothing can be done 
for me**if I have so grievott^y sinnM as to be spoken of as a candidate for State 
printer, I hope the ftiends of the Argus will not visit my sinstipon him. 4t all 
events, he has full powers from me to entir into any arrangement^ or come to any 
uoderstanding; which may tend to ieep things harmoniously and comfortably afloat 
and prevent schism and division in our. ranhs-^his can only be done by acting justl$f 
and fairly towards ^[y each other. " . : ' 

Always, Dear Hoyt, tndy yours, ^ M. M. NOAK. 

"Old Beeswiix" snys* that the Adjutant General must live, in .Albany. WilT 
General Hathewaytb salt; Should a Senfttor accept the i»9lee } 



' ' ' ' ■ . ' < , r -x WA8in»GT«iw/M«ich6, 18)^. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq. v 

Deab gtB,-^I have «^eeived yours this moment. I cannot help what 
Messrs. Lynch ai^ King may choose to* iufex from my looks, but the truth is that 
I have at no time doubted of ou( complete success* The great influence whicL was 
exercised here to prevent members from attending this caucus, and the subserviency 
and ingratitude of some who have partieUcen largely of th^ Avor of the par^, were 
calculated to excite strong feelings, which were doubtless sometimes mamifest, but 
despondency is a weakness with which I am but little annoyed. On the assump- 
tipn that l^ew York will be firm and promptly explicit, we here consider the 
question^ of the election substantially settled. Neither Mr. Adams or Mr. Clay 
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can keep in the fbld after the course of New York is positively known. The 
information on which this opinion rests^ and the reasons in its support cannot he given 
in a letter. I will myself be easy on the subject, and so will our friends here, who 
never were in better spirits or felt stronger confidence. Make my best respects to our 
friends. Yours cordially, 

M. V. BUREN- 



Senator Van Bnren to Mr.^esse Hoyt. 
Dear Sir — The attack on the Vice President* has produced very great excitement 
The course pursued will cause it to recoil with severity. There is of course not the 
slightest pretence for the allegation. Mr. Satterlee Clark of your city is the ** gentle- 
man from New York." My friend Judge Kowan is 45 inches round the chest. My 
quondam friend John A. King, whilst here, stayed with Mr. Webster; and when he 
parted from me I was so sensible from his manner that he carried advices from here 
which would induce the administration folks to come out against me that I wrote con- 
fidentially to Campbell by the same mail my impressions, and requested Greneral Van 
Rensselaer to look out for it in the American the morning after they left us. The re- 
4Bult has I think verified my conjectures. Say nothing of this as coming from me. 
In haste, your friend, 

M. VAN BURKN. 
Washington, Dec. 30, 1826. 



CHAPTER XI. 



Jlfr. Jesse Hoyt elected to the Legislature, "His brother reports for the Press, CoL 
Stone, Mr, Van Bursn on the victory o/ 1S28. Anti'masonry, Majorities use 
fulfor bets, Noah's defeat, and opinions of his patron. 

In 1823, though a stranger in New York, party organization, controlled by the wire- 
pullers of Tammany Hall, sent Mr. Hoyt back to Albany as a representative of the 
<city of New York, where he proved a thorough-going instrument and most serviceable 
partisan. He made some speeches but they were dull and heavy; eloquence is not 
his forte. In 1824, he made an effort to obtain the office of district attorney of New 
York, but failed. In November, 1828, his patron became Governor elect of New 
York, and his party had by this time come round to the popular candidate for the 
presidency, Andrew Jackson. 

Extract of a letter — ^E. Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, Albany, July 18, 1822. — " You 
ivIU have warm work this fall in New York. If you can get on the [Assembly] ticket 
you will (frankly) disappoint me as much as you have your Albany friends. They 
asked here, ' Who is this Hoyt of New York that was engaged in a cause in Rhode 
Island, with Webster, &c?* *The store keeper,* said I. 'The store keeper!* said 
tliey — • well, what's this world a coming to !* " 

Extracts from a letter— ^Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany, to his brother Jesse at New 
York-^ated June 20, 1824. — "I have commenced reporting regularly for the Mer- 
cantile. Charles and me do it together, as we formed a partnership before the com- 
mencement of the session You say you are making a push for the office 

of attorney to the corporation, and I think your claims are good, I hope you may suc- 
<ieed — but I presume it is doubtful, as you undoubtedly have to contend with powerful 
epponents, I shaljl not be much disappointed if you fail — but I would make a grand 
^aily to carry my point this time." 

From the same to the same — Feb'y 15, 1824.— "The Federalists of your city are 
not very strongly represented in Colonel Stun^ of the Commercial. He is rather an 
inefficient man, and yery little notice is taken of him, except when he is cautioned by 
the presiding officer of both Houses to beware how he obtrudes himself within the 
precincts of those walls, from which he was once ordered by competent authority to 
keep aloof. Our eyes in this quarter are at present turned towards Washington, and 
arc anxiously waiting to get the result of the caucus.^ 

*JohA C. Calhoun 

6 
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Senator V. Buren to Mr, Jesse Hoyt^ New York, 

Postmarjc, « Alby. Nov. 8, 1828. Free, M. V. Bajcn." 

My Dear Sir: I thank you sincerelv for your several communications. They 
have been a source of both pain and pleasure to be — the latter on account of their 
contents, and the former on account of the extreme difficulty I have had to make 
out what their content^ were. You would certainly correct this, if you knew now 
extremely painful it is to your friends. I would have written to you before, but 
have had no time to eat my meals. My house has been run down by my friends, 
at one moment flushed with victory, and the next frightened out of their senses,, 
and frequently without cause for either. 

Laying the efforts of Anti-masonry out of view, and of which we have as yet not 
much beyond rumor, the election has been a real old fashioned ninety-eight fig^ht* 
Everywhere, as far as ascertained, we have succeeded in democratic counties by 
overwhelming votes, and lost in counties that were formerly federal by small ma- 
jorities. Saratoga was doctored to death if it is lost^ which is not certain. The 
name of Adams, and the character of the discussions, have brought old feelings into 
entire and efficient operation. The result, according to my present knowledge and 
belief, has been (under the circumstances) signally triumphant. The following- 
vote upon the electoral Ticket I regard as absolutely certain. If there are any mis-' 
takes in it, in your part of the State, you can, of course, correct it. 

Queens and Sufiolk 1 ascertained. — ^Kings 1 do. — New York 3 do. — ^Westches- 
ter and Putnam 1 do. — Dutchess 1 do — Orange 1 do. — ^Ulster and Sullivan 1 do 

Green and Delaware 1 do. — Schenectady and Schoharie 1 do. — Herkimer 1 do. — 
Otsego 1 do. — Onondago 1 do. We have only partial returns, and they are favor- 
able. I cannot think there is the slightest doubt of this County. Ascertained. 
Cayuga 1 ascertained. — Chenango and Broome 1 do. — Tompkins and Courtlandt 1^ 
not ascertained, but without the slightest doubt. — 17. 

Now, I have not time to speak of the chances in the other districts ; you must 
make them out from the papers. For myself, I should think good luck alone would 
give us a few more, and I shall be egregioHsly disappointed if we do not get 20 at 
the very least You need not believe their stories, for they have not the slightest 
respect for truth in most cases. We shall therefore have votes enough to put 
Jackson's election out of all question, and WHAT IS OVER IS ONLY IMPOR- 
TANT ON THE SCORE OF BETS. 

Our Governor and Lieut. Governor majority mil he immense. The only 4 towns 
in Broome (A CRAZY COUNTY) have given me an unanimous vote, viz. 1000, 
and the others, it is supposed, will not reduce that. Everywhere T get the true 
party vote, and in many places 8outhwick*s vote will be large. We shall have 
nearly 3000 in Ulster and Sullivan, and between 1500 and 2000 in Cayuga ; we 
have carried our Senators in 4 districts, and have a good chance to carry them in 
most of the others. Our majority in the Assembly will be as large as is desira- 
ble. Contending, as we have done, against Federalism, revived Anti-masonry, and 
Money, I am satisfied with the result. I SORELY REGRET THE LOSS OF 
NOAH'S ELECTION, AS WELL AS ON HIS OWN ACCOUNT, AS ON 
ACCOUNT OF TllE COST HIS ELECTION HAS BEEN TO THE PARTY;: 
but on^ pomt is gained, viz: he must be satisfied that his friends have^ with 
their eyes open, sustained a great struggle, and run much hazard on ?^s accounts 
I hope there will yet be some way found out of doing something for him, I shall be 
down on Tuesday. In the mean time show this tp my friencra Bowne, Verplanck^ 
Hamilton, and Cambreleng. Tell Verplanck I have no doubt you was as mu<;h 
frightened as he says, and am quite certain that you have as much pluck as yoit 
claim. Remember me to Mrs. Hoyt, and believe me to be, 

Yours cordially, 

M. V. BUREN. 

Having, thus, eiven the Grovemor elect's confidential statement, in the moment of 
a victory which laid the foundation of his power, so long exerted in the Union for 
•vil ; and reminding the reader of his and Mr. Butler's opinion of Mr. Noah, know- 
ing him as they did— I select this as the appropriate place in which to record their 
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friend's sentimetits regarding them. Make room, gentlemen, for the witness, Major 
Noah ! — the Regency's Council of Appointment made him High Sheriff of N. Y. — 
(^neral Jacksoo, Mr. Van Buren, and the Senate of the Union appointed him Sur- 
veyor of the Port of New York — the Supreme Court made him a Counsellor without 
study — and the whigs dubbed him a Judge at the Tombs — but the people never 
trusted him — when he appealed to their suffrages, money, organization, hired presses, , 
and electioneering — all failed. The Irishman (Shaw) succeeded, and Mr. V. Buren 
lamented ** the cost" to the party. ^ 

From the N. Y. Evening Star, June 23, 1834. 

Talk of Aaron Burr in comparison with Van Buren ! ! Why, Aaron Burr's ambitloa 
was a broad, bold, enterprising passion — carried onward by great talent — sustained by 
personal courage, and having the establishment of empires for its object; bat Van 
Buren's petty intrigues, are a mixture of fawning sycophancy — a traffic for office — ^a sel- 
fish speculation on political chances — a town-dividing, county-splitting policy — a stock- 
jobbing experiment — a system of rewards and punishments — a little, tricky, manoeuvring, 
skirmishing, selfish, non-committal spirit, unknown to men of patriotism, spirit, purity, 
and fHed talents. It is working with small agents — controlling weaker minds — ^basking 
in the sunshine 'of other men's influence — watching the turns of the market — ploughing 
to-day with the working-men — ^to-morrow with aliens and adapted citizens — pulling every 
string and moving every wire that make up the political capital of this ambitious and mis- 
chievous little man, through which he hopes to force his way to the presidential chair.— 
M.M.Noah. 

And again — in October- 
To-day he gets up a plan to hold the state captive by a chain of safety fund banks, whose 
existence depends on paper issues ; to-morrow he is in favor of a metallic currency, to please . 
a higher power, whom he fears. While professing to be a democrat, he enrolls in has legions 
the apostate of every party ; he binds to him by the close ties of interest every active poli- 
tician, every speculating editor. He appeals to the hopes and fears of every office holder, 
opens a correspondence with the Pope to obtain^ catholic votes, and degrades his own coun- 
try to stand well with the British government, is the friend and the enemy of the Bank of 
the United States, the patron of the Kitchen Cabinet, the flatterer and sycophant of the 
President. 

When we look at the career of Mr. Van Buren, we are astonished at his perseverance, 
his industry, his close calculations and his active, untiring spirit. Ever restless and per- 
turbed there is no chance that he leaves untouched — no efforts untried. He travels from 
county to county, from town to town ; sees every body, talks to every body, comforts the 
disappointed and flatters the expectant with hope of success. 

The world will ask is this perseverance, this industry, this extreme of management 
to benefit this country, its constitution, its prosperity, or to promote its tranquillity? 
We answer, no, no, no — it is with the hope of benefitting himself, of promoting his own 
advancement. With Martin Van Buren, the world has no allurements but for himself; 
the splendid country which gave him birth, no glory that he can not appropriate to him- 
ielf alone. He does not know the meaning of the word patriotism ; it has no place in his 
vocabulary. Is it not strange, that with all these facts admitted he should have hopes 
and strong expectations of becoming the Chief Magistrate of this great nation ? And yet 
it is so. 

Every paper almost that we open speaks contemptuously of Van Buren's prospects for 
the Presidency ; but they speak without knowing the labors of the man, and the vast ma- 
chine of intrigue and corruption that he hists set in operation in every part of the Union; 
they speak under the impression that the peoph will choose their President without reflect- 
ing that it is the will of the present Executive and so transmitted to every office holder 
throughout the land that Van Buren is his choice for the succession ; they do not see the 
fox prowling near the barn ; the mole burrowing under ground ; the pilot fish who plunges 
deep in the ocean on one spot, and comes up at another to breathe the air. If it were the 
free, unbought, unthreatened voice of public opinion, his chances could not be counted, but 
Van Buren trusts nothing to the good opinion of the people; their wiU, their wishes, their 
desires,,their frank and unbiassed suffrages, he rejects and repudiates, his appeal is to the 
interests and the fears of men, he secures those whom he imagines controls public opinion, 
he buys the leaders, and makes them accountable for the rank and file.— JIf. Jf. Noah, Star^ 
Ocf. 1834. 
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The same M. M. Noah that wrote the above on the one side, published on the 
20th of Feb. 1828, as follows, on toother : 

** The question is everywhere asked, * Who will be our next governor ? Where shall we 
find a man of the talent, the bo^iness habits, and the enlarged views of Governor Clinton | 

Martin Van Buren seems to be the most prominent citizen for thatlmpor^ 

tant office. He is most familiar with the affairs of State — the most conversant with its po- 
litical relations. His talents are of the highest order. His integrity has never been ques- 
tioned, and his manners are at once frank, amiable and popular^'' 

On Sept. 29, he hoists his flag for Van Buren and Throop, adding— «* We have 
now two candidates of the old democratic school." And on the 3d of November, 
just five days before his friend the governor elect penned the foregoing epistle, he 
adds — " The whole State appears animated with but one voice — it is Van Buren and 
Throop— both incorruptible republicans of the old school." 

When shall America cease to encourage, sanction and applaud the Noahs, Ben- 
netts, Butlers, Van Barens, Hojts, and Croswells, who thus make sport of the dear- 
est interests of a lovely country ? 

" Solomon says somewhere or other, I thitak it is in Castlevetro's, or Castlenuo- 
vo's edition — ^is not there such a one ? — ^that the infatuation of a nation for a foolish 
minister is like that of a lover for an ugly woman : when once he opens his eyes, 
he wonders what the devil bewitched him." The quotation is from Horace Wal- 
pole, and although it is well understood that Mr. Van Bnren is determined to leave 
no stone unturned that may be in the way of his serving out another four years, yet 
we would fain hope that **the magician" will be no more able to bewitch Co- 
lumbia. 

I was rather astonished, in 1841, to see the following description admitted as a 
pommunication und^r the editorial head of the N. Y. Evening Post : 

** Mr. Van Buren has little moral faith of any kind ; barely enough to need no artificial 
excitation of body or mind. Thi^ deficiency drives him into an artificial code of political 
practice, in which he refers all social actions to individual interests, and all political actions 
to combinations of those interests. He believes firmly in the force of management, or the 
cool, considerate, artflil application of general propositions to the existing temper and opin- 
ions of the masses, as far as these can be ascertained, and without any leading reference 
to their propriety or durability. His generalization of social phenomena never reaches so 
far as to a moral power, or necessary truth in public opinion ; but he simply deals with the 
collective opinions of men, as manifested by the representatives, or otherwise conspicuous 
individuals from or among the people, by means of certain easy rules analogous to addi- 
tion, subtraction, multiplication and division in arithmetic. He belongs wholly to the 
present time, and may be said to represent trading or business politics. He is the very im- 

Sersonation of party m its strictest features of formal discipline and exclusive combination. 
[e is ceremonious, polite, reserved in manner, very small, and extremely neat in per- 
.son.'* 



CHAPTER XII. 



^Letters, by Gov. Van Buren, and Messrs. Camhreleng, Coddington, J. A. Hamil- 
ton, Ingham, Dudley, L. Hoyt and Butler. The Health Office — Brs. Wesierveltj 
Havens, Manley, McNeven. " The party^* saved by a doctor. Mr. V. B. afraid 
of Col. Pitcher. Jesse Hoyt and the Dist.^Attomey^s place. Coddington office 
hunting. He is ready to abandon Jackson and the party, if, ^c. Hoyt, Butler 
and V. B. on office. John Duer in danger. On plighting faith to Mr. V. B. 
V. B^'s friendship for W. A. Duer. 

[« 2 sheets, charge M. V. B." Post mark, " Albany, Feb. 8."] 

Private. Albany, Feb. 1, 1829. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York. 

Mt Dear Sir, — I am distressed by Lorenzo*8 accounts 
of your afifairs in New York. When will the Republican Party be made sensible of 
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the indispeDsable necessity of nominating none but true and tried men, bo that when 
they succeed they gain something? The same game that is playing with you was 
in a degree played here on the nomination of Attorney General. The only personal 
ohjectmi thai was made to Mr, Butler^ was his conduct last tointer in regard to the 
Clinton Bill, and I believe that every Clintonian in both houses voted against him, 
except Charles Livingston, of whose vote I am advised. Mr. B. depended upon your 
city vote, and would have succeeded if he had got it. Cargill, Arnold, Alburtus, and 
Mr. Allen, voted for him — beyond that nothing is known. I must insist upon you not 
mentioning my nam(^ in connection with this subject in any form. Make it a point 
if you please to see my good friend CODDINGTON, and say to him that I have not 
been able to follow his advice in relation to Hie Health appointments^ and hope to satisfy 
him when I see him that I have done right. The claims of Dr. Westervelt were, 
taking all things into the account, decidedly the strongest, and much was due to the 
relation in v^hich he stood to Governor Tompkins, especially from one who knew so 
well what the latter has done and suffered for this State. I should forever have re- 
proached myself if I could have refused so small a tribute to his memory. Wester- 
velt is a gentleman and a man of talent, of a Whig Family, and a Democrat from his 
cradle. He was three years in the Hospital and five years Deputy Health Officer, 
until he was cruelly removed through the instrumentality of Dr. Harrison, who, to 
my knowledge, owed his appointment to the unwearied and incessant perseverance of 
Governor Tompkins. Havens has been at the station but a year atrd has never seen 
a case of yellow fever in his life. All that I could do for him (and he has not a better 
friend in the world,) was to satisfy myself that Dr. Westervelt and the Board of 
Health would retain him in his present station. I cannot dismisi^Dr. Manley. His 
extiaordinary capacity is universally admitted ; and his poverty, and misfortune in 
regard to the new Medical College which he brought into existence but failed to get 
a place in it, has excited a sympathy for him with medical men in all parts of the State 
of unprecedented extent. Mr. Clinton was so sensible of it that he once actually 
nominated him for health officer, and was upon the point of doing it again the very 
week when he died. ' His removal if made could only be placed on political grounds f 
and as he was a zealous Jackson man at the lasi election that could not have been done 
vnihout danger. 

Butler feels less than any of his friends. 

Yours truly, M. V. BUREN. 

I had promised not to interfere and did not. 



Jesse Hoyt, Esq. 

Dear Sir — It is impossible to judge correctly without a view of the whole ground. 
Some two or three weeks before the meeting of the Legislature, Sudam by letter re- 
quested my neutrality. I shewed to Mr. Butler, and, with his approbation, replied, that 
I would consider it my duty, under all circumstances, not to interfere. Bronson^s friends 
had the address to push Dudley into the Senate, and MARCY WAS SO SITUATED 
THAT I MUST MAKE HIM A JUDGE OR RUIN HIM. These circumstances 
gave color to the clamour about Albany dictation, which it became necessary to respect. 
No one was better satisfied than Mr. Butler of the impolicy and positive impropriety of 
my interference, as matters stood. My friend Campbell is certainly wrong if he blames 
me. He was as anxious to have Manley retained as to have Hitchcock appointed, and 
the amount of his advice, therefore, was, that I should give the two most valuable offi- 
ces to two old Federalists who never acted with us till last fall, and that to the exclu- 
sion of a young man who, with all his connexions, have been Republicans in the 
worst of times — who has already been sorely persecuted, and whose firmness SAVED 
US AT THE HERKIMER CONVENTION-/or, had it not been far the fearless 
and prompt stand taken by Dr. Westervelt after the first informal ballot, PITCHER 
WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY HAVE BEEN NOMINATieD. After all, it is 
very doubtful whether he gets through the Senate, Mr. Schenck is co-operating 
with the opposition in the Senate, and all the old enemies of Tompkins, to get him 
rejected. About one third of the Senate are absent, and the probability is that he 
will fail. If so, I shall not nominate Havens. I have been very friendly to him, 
and have done all that was necessary to secure him (with good conduct on his 
part) in his present place, and I can never lend nayself to promote the views of 
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those who coalesce with our enemies to sacrifice Republicans who stay at home, 
and trust to their friends that they may get their places. / should not have given 
Mardey the office originally if I could have found a competent Republican to take it. 
But being [injcompelent and poor I could not think it proper to remove one Clin- 
tonian Jackson man to put in another. Dr. McNeven was his own only competitor. 
Targee has had as little to do with the matter as you have, and less than Mr. 
Bloodgood, or about as much. I regret the state of affairs with you. It will work 
itself clear in the end. The general remedy is an alteration Of the time of your 
charter elections. Believe me to be, very sincerely your friend, 

M. V. BUREN. 
Albany, Feb. 8, 1829. 
Barker yesterday presented Jiis formal complaint against the Recorder. He be- 
haved with great propriety, you must say nothing of my views m regard to Haveas. 

(Post mark Washington.) Washington, 7 Feb., 1829. 

Dear H. — ^I have your letter for the Major [Noah,] who has not yet arrived — 
when he does he shall have it. When the time comes to strike there is no man for 
whom I would do more than for our friend Mr. C. [Coddington,] none deserves 
more than he does. You are mistaken — Ohio is for itself I expect soon to hear 
the result of your ballotings. Very truly yours, 

C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

New York, Feb. 13th, 1829. 

Dear Hoyt — ^I have seen Al. Coe, he has signed in your favor, making five ; and 
he informs me there is no doubt of your gettinfir the eight that voted for you in 
caucus — and in addition I have no doubt you will get Lee, which is all that is 
required. 

You no doubt remember what I told you three weeks before the election of 
Mayor, That Bourne must and should be the Mayor — that I seldom failed in what I 
undertook in earnest (particularly for other people — how it will be with myself I 
know not) in the way of politics. 

The result will be this in the end. You'll be District Attorney and Sherman 
Clerk. 

Noah's having gone to Washington, several of those who voted for him in caucus 
have left him, under the impression he will get something there. 

His claims are certainly far greater than Sherman's and I have not the least doubt 
he would have succeeded but tot this impression. 

You may rest assured I shall leave nothing undone that can be done fairly and 
lionorably to promote your interest. 

General Duff Green was elected Printer to the House on Teusday by a majority 
of two votes, and General Jackson was in the neighborhood and expected in 
Washington on Wednesday. 

I observe that our friend Silas Wright, Jr. Esq.,. has reached Albany. 

I want you to go with Cargill and ijnold to the Chancellor, to Judge Marcy, the 
Comptroller,.and Secretary of State. 

If they do not like to sign my naked application, you'll please draw up a joint 
letter for them to sign in my favor, addressed to our two Senators in Congress 
stating they are personally acquainted with me, and recommendins: me as a suitable 
person to Jul the office of Surveyor and Inspector of the Port of New York, 

This I want you to attend to without delay, as they may get committed. 

Recollect that T. L. Smith (the Calhoun man,) is a candidate — don't let him or 
his friends know that I am an applicant until after we get all the signers we can. 

If anything of interest occurs I will write you again. Yours truly, 

" Jesse Hoyt, Esq." J. I. CODDINGTON. 

Address, " Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany." Per G. Tucker, Esq. 

« SUNDAY morning. New York, Feb. 16, 1829. 

" Dear Hoyt,— We nad a full meeting THIS morning at Head Quarters— Al- 
derman C. of the first was ihere — also Judge O. (I mean his brother Jesse), Capt. 
Coffin, &c. &c.. 
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We had under consideration the Major's letter from Washington, which you'll see 
in this morning's Enquirer — also your nomination for District Attorney. 

Alderman Cebfa declines signing any paper, but says they know where to find 
him, and is willing to ^o into a ballot immediately, and would vote for you. 

Colonel Robert Ammd of New Jersey dined with me to day. He is just arrived 
from Washington, and informs me that there is no doubt of our friend Governor Van 
Buren's being Secretary of Slate. 

I have availed myself to write thus much in time to send you through my neigh- 
bour Gideon Tucker, who leaves here this morning, for Albany. 

Very Respectfully, &c. J. I. CODDINGTON. 

12ic. P'm'k. K Y. 20 Feb, Address " Jesse Hoyt, Esq., care of Lorenzo Hoyt, 
Esq., Albany." 

New York, Feb. 20th, 1829. 

Dear Sir — I am in receipt of your favors of the 16th and 18th, and am pleased to 
learn that Mr. T. L. Smith is not an applicant — ^but really I don't understand the 
impropriety of setting the support of our Republican Friends in the Legislature, 
whether from Town or Country. 

It is not a new thing. I have known it to be done both in this State, and also in 
other states, by persons applying for offices under the General Government. 
. I remember signing /or the friends of several of the Country Members the win- 
ter I was at Albany, but if I recollect right I told you my object in getting the 
Country Members v)as not so much toith the view of strengthening me as it was to 
jtrevent others from getting them. 

I shall be perfectly satisfied with any course you and my other friends may think 
proper to adopt. ^ 

Before the receipt of your last letter I saw Al. C. of the 1st on Change yesterday- 
He asserted boldly that he would support you for District Attorney. 

He cannot nor dare not l)ack out. 

I called to day at Coe's to know if any more had siffued, but he had not the pa- 
per, and informed me that the Recorder had it — and I intend to see it to-morrow, 
•(would to-day but for the violent snow storm— at l6ast 12 inches has fallen since 
morning,^ and endeavor to get the 9 to sign, and I think there is no doubt of getting 
that numoer. 

I observe you wish it kept a secret that our friend the Governor is going to Wash- 
ington. -^Why even our opponents know it here. As I 

have got Allen and Bogardus, would it not be well enough to get our other two Sena- 
tors from this district! — This I leave entirely to you to do or not to do. Muir (Gen- 
eral) tells me that Arnold told him that he had got the Chancellor on, but as you 
-say nothing about, tho't perhaps he was mistaken. 

If he has not signed should like you to get him. 

I have one more favor to ask )rou— let me know the day that Mr. Van Buren will 
probably leave Albany for Washington. 

Your friend J. L CODDINGTON. 

In a long letter of Feb. 23d, 1829^er. mail, J. I. Coddington says he has had a 
confidential letter from a M., of C, Wash'n, announcing who the members of the 
Jackson Cabinet were (it was correct) — Codd'n bids Hoyt take the list to Got. 
V. B. — he then winds up — ' 

'< I have to renew my request in mine of Saturday, which is, that you'l ascertain 
4is near as you can what time Mr. Van Buren will leave Albany." 

" P. S. I open this to say that my Washington letter says that the general opinion 
was that Gen. Jackson meant to take of his friends. J. I. C." 



Per Mail—*' Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Albany.'* Post-mark, N. Y., 29th March 12| centfl, 

jed ink. 

4< Confidential. New York, March 29th, 1829. ' 

My dear Sir — ^I have received your favor of the 25th. 

JUy interview with Mr. Van Buren was not quite as satisfactory as I could vitk 



OFFICE BUNTING— CODDINOTON READY TO REBEL 



or indeed had a right to expect, after hearing what Silas Wright, Jr. said to Arnold. 
I will explain farther when I see you. 

It may all end very loell, hut I am prepared to hear of Noah, or Hector Craig reccw- 
ing the appointmerKt. 

You DO doubt have heard ere this that Major Swartwout, of Hoboken, is to be 
Collector of New York. He told me so himself. 

The General had promised it to him, provided he could make certain arrangements^ 
which he says he very soon accomplished, and sent on — and expects his Commission 
on T^usday morning. But notwithstanding all he says. Alley, Fish, and others dont 
believe it, or rather wont believe it. 

Frank Ogden, it is said, will go to Liverpool. Y(m well recoU^t that Cambreleng 
expects this appointment. 

Thus (if true) are TWO OF THE VERY BRST OFFICES in the gift of tho 
Government GIVEN TO PERSONAL FRIENDS, and wilhout even consulting 
his Cabinet, 

There is considerable dissatisfaction here that Mr. Van Buren was not at Washing- 
ton sooner. ^ 

• Messrs. Bailey, Alley, Bloodgood and Fish, and others, called on Governor Van 
Buren on Monday, and express^ to him whcU tJiey deemed the^ wishes of the Party^^ 
that Thompson, Ihier, &t* ought to be removed. 

The Governor told them that he had received, a long letter from you respecting 
removals — ^but particularly about the District Attorney. 

It is said C. D. Colden is a candidate for Duer*s place. If so, there is another |7€r- 
sonal friend of the General's in your way, 

IF THE PRESIDENT PURSUES THIS COURSE THE PARTY IS 
RUINED, AND THE SOONER WE BEGIN TO BUILD UP A NEW 
THE BETTER.* 

Let me hear from you again soon, and believe me to be yours truly, 

J. I. CODDINGTON.t 



James A. Hamilton, Acting .Secretary of State, Washington, to Jesse Hoyt, at New^ 
York. 

Department of State, March 10, 1829. 
Dear Sir — I have with pleasure received your letter. As to Mr. Duer, I will say 
to youi as I said to his Brother-in-law Mr. Biinner^** While I am not called upon to 
to make an effort to displace Duer, his conduct on an occasion of great feeling and 
delicacy, (the controversy with Mr. King about the * Hamilton Papers') was not such 
as to occasion regret to me if he should loose his office, or to induce me to turn a 
finger to retain him." I agree toith you entirely in the propriety of making change$^ 
FOR THE REASON YOU SUGGEST. 

With very great j'egard* your friend and servant, 

JAMES A. HAMILTON. 



Franked, S, D'. Ingham, Treasury Department. 

"Jesse Hipyt, Esq,, New York." 
Bear Sir — I have received yours. 

The District Attorneys have usually been recommended by the Secretary of the- 
Treasury— but often the applications have been made directly to the President. 

♦ Coddhigton afterwards got the New York Post-office. It is evident that pelf was the ruling prindpl* 
with him. Had it not been, he would not have dreamt of deserting those he hakl acted with, and endeavor^ 
ing to raise a mutiny in the republican camp, because General Jaclcson had given 'away one or two out of 
60,000 offices. He is fond of intrigue and management, hence his friendship for Van Buren. At the Stit 
of January dinner, at Tammany Hall, this year, his toast was ** Governor Van Buren— -^^m fidelity tu a par" 
tuoft— his talent and integrity as a statesman, have secured him the choice of the people.'* 

t That Messrs. Coddington and Swartwout were upon as intimate and friendly terms with each other a» 
Messrs. Swartwout and Hoyt, at the time when Coddington threatened to mutiny and build up a new party 
to oppose Jacicson's measures, is evident from the following among other private letters : 
Mr. J. I. Coddington, to Collector Swartwout, New York, May 6th, 1829. 
» Bear Sir— Mr. Isaac Warr4n is the Old Democratic Republican in whose favor I spoke to you sometime 
siHce. He baa been trying to get an appointment from Mr. Thompson, the last seven years— and hope he 
may kow succeed. Mr. White and Mr. McDermutt have also requested me to speak to you in their favor 
for a situation. / have oho to request that so able and efficient an officer as Jfr. Naihaniei Hunt may not te- 
namod, Tonn most respectfully, J. I. CODDINGTON. 



OFFICE SSEKINO-^THS DUER6 — ^FOLLOWERS. 4^ 

Ajb to the several particulars noticed in your favor, I can only say that it hecomes 
us to speak rather in action than hy words, lest the latter may be misunderstood— 
the former cannot be. 

Excuse short letters — ^necessity compels me to be very brief. 

Tours sincerely, S. D. INGHAM. 

Washington, 11 M^irch, '29. 

Washington City, March 14, 1829. 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. 

My Dear Sir, — I have heen favored with your esteemed letter, 
dated the 9th inst. In reply to your question, I will state, that from no other person 
excepting yourself have I received any communication touching the office of District 
Attorney. Mr. Sanford tells me he has also received a letter from you, and that the 
office in question, the bestowment of it, is with the Department of State ; Mr. Van 
Buren will, of course, have much to say in it, and to whom you observe that you 
Lave written. There will not be ant/ removals from office before the Senate adjourns^ 
at least from offices in your city, as I am informed. It was expected that we should 
adjourn this day sine die ; hut we meet again on Monday, when there will, I hav» 
no doubt, be an absolute adjournment. 

The appointments are all announced in the papers — the few nominations left ta 
act on are of a military nature — ^Brevets, &c. With great respect, I am, dear Sir,. 
your faithful and obed't serv't, • CHAS. E. DUDLEY. 

P. S. I shall have the pleasure 'of seeing you at New York on my way home, 
most probably. C. £. D. 



Mr, Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse. 

Albany, March 17, 1829. 

My Dear Brother, — I have received your letters of late— those on the subject 
of District Attorney among the rest, and I have seen and read the one to Mrs, 
Butler. It seems to me to have been labor lost, for at the last conversation I had 
Tvith her about the Washington expedition, she seemed as firm in her opposition as 
ever. What they will ultimately conclude about it, I don't khow ; they will probably 
come to no determination at present. I also saw your letter to Mr. Butler. Hiff 
opinions and« feelings had undergone a great change about the District Attorney 
matter smce he saw you. I met him in at Mr. V. Buren's, Saturday afternoon, and the 
conversation between us three, who were alone, accidentally turned upon, that sub- 
ject ; and Mr. Butler then observed, that he began to think quite diflerently about 
It ; and he now says, what I could not but think he would say, that he can do noth- 
ing for Duer. He thinks your last letter places the subject on a strong ground ; and 
that such arguments, addressed to Mr. Van Buren, would be very apt to kindle a 
proper feeling of resentment AGAINST A SET OF MEN WHO HAVE NOT IT 
IN TriEM TO BE HONEST AND TRUE TO HIM. Mr. Van Buren observed,, 
on the occasion that I have mentioned, that he had a letter from you that morning, 
and that you had set about the matter with a very determined spirit. I further 
understood him to say, that he should not interfere, especially to save Duer. Before 
much had been said on the subject we were interrupted by persons coming in. I 
am a good deal surprised that Mr. Van Buren can be neutral in this, and that he- 
will not not lend the utmost weight of his influence to displace from office such, men as- 
John Duer. He ought to be satisfied by this time, tha^ that class of men can never 
be his real or pretended friends, any further than is necessary to promote their own 
interest ; but strange as it may seem, I do believe thai his fear of the effect of such 
a measure, is the only motive that would prevent his conferring on W. A. Duery. 
any office within his disposal. You will probably see him when in New York, and 
you ought then to present your views to him in the plainest manner. If we have 
been struggling for the success of Jackson and the acquisition of political power, for 
the benefit of our opponents, I wish to know it, so that Iniay know how to dct here" 
after. From the manner in which the President hsis exercised his power thus far, * 
1 am inclined to think, that he will go " the whole Hog." 

Mr. Van Buren left this morning about 11 o'clock. Mr. Butler went with him as. 
&r as Kinderhook or Hudson. Write me. 

Yours affectionately, L. H. 

7 



^0 BROWNSOW — SWARTWOtJT — TO THE VICTORS BELONG THE SPOILS. 

[Addressed to N. York — post maris Albany.] 
Jesse Hoyt, Esq. Albaoy, March 19th, 1829. 

My Dear Sir-^I have not been aMe to furnish Chancellor Walworth with 
a copy of *8 answer, my origioal copy having gor into that celebrated recep- 

tacle of Chancery papers, from which nothing is ever to be withdrawn — the draw 

or bushel basket, (I don*t know which,) of his venerable predecessor 

I wish I had time to say something of your last letter, but as the hour for closing 
the mail is at hand I must defer, and if I defer the whole matter will tumble into 
liimbo, for I never can undertake to answer an old letter. You do me injustice in 
jour mode of stating the case. As between you and^ John Duer I never can hesi- 
tate. You are not only the oldest friend, hut most assuredly HAVE THE STRONG- 
EST POSSIBLE CLAIMS UPON ME— claims which I hope to convince you I 
have not forgotten, and can never forget, • > 

Mrs. B. continues to think illy not only of the Washington people, but of your 
arguments in its favor. I shall submit the matter wholly to her decision, though mj 
judgment, not less than my inclination, tells me she is wrong in some of her objeo 
tions — if not in all. Most truly yours, 

B. F. BUTLER. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



Brownson on Restorations, Swartwout to Hoyt, Office Hunting, — ** to the Victors 
belong the Spoils.^' Jesse advised to **push like a Devil,^^ He does so, Addres' 
ses Sec^y Van Buren, Bryan Farrall, Help your friends. Heroics — *^ blood 
nobly shed,^* Retributive justice, 6fc, Rudolph Bunner^s bargain, Gouvemeurs 
bet, Jesse hits hard — threatens to issue ^^ the Life and Adventures of John 
Duer*^ — Likes Clay and Jackson's boldness. 

The reader, now admitted behind the scenes, can not fail to recognize the wonder- 
ful accuracy of Mr. Brownson^s views 39 to the inevitable effect which the return to 
power of Mr. Van Buren and his followers muist have had. Mr. Polk's election is 
but the least of two evils, but it is the least. 

*^ Considerate men, who stood by Mr. Van Biiren, and made no inconsiderable sa- 
crifices to sustain him, felt that all was not lost; liiay, that the gain might, possibly, 
in the long run,, overbalance the loss. Mr. Van Buren, they felt, was out of the way, 
and this, in itself, was no trifling gain. Hope sprang up afresh, and, in the buoyancy 
of their hearts, they were disposed to trealt him with all tenderness, to tread lightly 
on his faults, to forget the injuries he inflicted on the Republican cause, and to mag- 
nify, as much as possible, his virtues and public services. . . . But the re-appear- 
ance of Mr. Van Buren on the stage changes the whole aspect of affairs. He comes 
liot alone, but as the chief of a band, which the country had devoutly hoped was di<- 
perted, never to be colleeted again. He comes as the representative of the same old 
corrupt and corrupting system of party tactics, followed by the same swarm of greedy 
«poil8men, with their appetite for plunder sharpened by the few years' abstinence 
they have been forced, through the remains (^ the original virtue and patriotism of 
the country, to practise. Gratify his wishes, restore him to the place he is personally 
soliciting, and we lose all that was good in the defeat of the Republican party in 1840, 
and retain only the evil ; we restore what, with an almost unheard of effort, the country 
had thrown off, aiid place the Republican party in the condition in which it must be defeated 
again, or the country irretrievably ruined.'' 



Collector Swartwout to Collector Hoyt. 

Washington, 14 March, 1829. 
My dear Jessika — ^Your very beautiful and intire interesting letter of the 8th was 

^received in due course of law, / hold to your doctrine fully, that NO D D 

RASC\L WHO MADE USE OF HIS OFFICE OR ITS PROFITS for the 
purpose of keeping Mr. Adams in, and Gen. Jackson out of power, is entitled to the 
least lenity or mercy, save thai of hanging. So we thhik both alike on that head. 
Whether or not, I shall got anything in the general scramble for plunder, re- 
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mainsr to be proven ; but I rather guess I shall. What it will be is not yet so cer- 
tain ; perhaps Keeper of the Bergen light house. 

I rather think Massa Pon\p stands a smart chance of going somewhere, perhaps 
to the place you have named or to the devil. 

Your man, if you want a place, is Col. Hamilton. He being now the second 
oflficer in tlie government of the Union, and in all probability, our next President. 
Make your suit to him, then, and you will get what you want. I know Mr. Ing- 
ham slightly, and would recommend you to PUSH LIKE A DEVIL, if you ex- 
pect any thing from that quarter. I can do you no good in any quarter of the 
world, having mighty little influence beyond Hoboken. The great goers are the 
new men ; the old troopers beinj^ all spavined and ringboned from previous hard 
travel. I've got the hots, the fet-lock, hip-joint, gravel, halt and founders; and 1 
assure you if I can only keep my own leg^^s, I shall do well ; but I'm darned if 1 
can carry any weight with me. When I left home, I thought my nag sound and 
strong, but the beast is rather broken down here. I'll tell you more about it when 
I see you in New York. 

In seriousness, my dear Sir, your support must come from Mr. Van Beuren and 
Mr. Col. Hamilton ; I could not help you any more than your clerk; if I had the 
ability, rest assured I would do it without prompting. 

. Tell Robert Sands that I am-offended with him ; he proipised to write to me and 
Mr. H. on business, and he has not done it. 'My best respects to him. I shall be 
home in two or three days. Till when, do all you can to improve your fortunes. 
And believe sincerely^ Yours, SAM. SWARTWOUT. 



Mr, Jesse Hoyt to Hon* Martin Van Buren, 

Saturday, 11 o'clock, A. M., March 21, 1829. 
Dear Sir, — I am under the necessity of leaving this evening so as to be in 
Albany Monday morning at the Opening of the Court of Chancery, and I presume I 
«hall not be able to see you. The man whom I had spoken to as your valet has 
called every day this week to see when you was to be in town, but I have not seen 
him to-day, but I have left word at my office if he calls to send him to the City 
Hotel. His name is Bryan Farrall. lie has good recommendations from Mr. W. 
B. Astor. He has lived with Mr. Prime, from whom I have learned more particu- 
larly his character. He is very capable, sober, honest — ^his, only fault is his bad 
temper, for which Mr. Prime discharged him — but a man who would not suit Mr. 
Prime in this particular, would never have occasion to exhibit that failing to you, 
but of this you are to judge. As a general tule it is an objection to a servant. He 
is married, but would leave his family here. This is all I have to say on domestio 
concerns, and what else I haye to say is not upon subjects of less importance, but 
which you may (and, as the world goes, perhaps justly,) consider as partaking a 
little of selfishness — h\it, as Mr. Richie^ said the other day in a letter to Mr. Noah, 
**< Mr. Van BeUren must tell the. truth to General Jackson." So I ought to tell the 
truth to you, and I will do so, at the hazard of forfeiting your confidence and good 
opinion ; for, if I have it now I am under serious apprehensions that I cannot retain 
it long without abandoning all. political honesty, consistency, and '< straight for- 
toardness.*^ I take it for granted that all who do not support the present administra- 
tion you will not consider your friends, and of course will lose your confidence. I 
have said from the commencement of the contest that I would not support any ad- 
ministration who would support men in power that had contributed to overthrow 
the democratic party in this State. I have preached this doctrine too long, and it 
has taken too a footing here, to be easily got fid of. This is not only the doc- 

trine in theory, but we require it to be reduced to practice . by the servants of the 
people to whom we have temporarily delegated the trust. I speak now the universal 
-sentiments of the democracy of this city, and you may rely upon it 410 man can be 
sustained who aids or abets in the disappointment of the just expectations of the 
people on this subject — and all personal considerations and private friendships must 
yield to political justice. The leading politicians of this city ( Mr. Targee and Mr. 
Bowne excej^ted) require the removal of Mr. Jonathan Thompson t and Mr. Bowne 
will put in jeopardy, his own situation bv attempting to sustain Mr. Thompson. 
Mr. Peter Stagg and the appraiser every body seems to take for granted will be 
removed. We have in this State fought off the infkmous charges against GentrmI 
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Jaekson and yourself and ffave the lie to the authors and puhlishers of them. To 
coniinue those in power who contributed to sastaining those charges would but ad* 
mit the truth of them, and throw back a rebuke upcmus for contradicting thenu 
This rebuke is unjust, and we will not receive it with impunity from an administra- 
tion which W£ THE PEOPLE have created. Nor can we sanction the doctrine 
of the administration, or any of its members, buying up its enemies at the expense 
of its friends. *' The blood of the martyrs is the sera of the church," and that blood 
which we nobly shed in 1824 in defending our principles and our party is still curdled 
by the recollection of OUR SUFFERINGS in that memorable fight, and we will 
not now permit it to be handed over to the mercy or magnanimity of those who 
were the cause of its being shed — but we ask that retributive justice shall be dealt 
out to those who from that time to this have not sheathed their swords or ceased in 
their efforts to prostrate us. In calling upon our friends, to act in this matter, we 
shall, as we always have done, repudiate the doctrine of neutrality. We shall ex- 

?ect every man to take sides one way or the other, either for or against removals^ 
'he old maxim of '< those not for us are against us," you have so often recognized 
that its authority cannot be denied. I have one word to say upon a particular case 
about which I am particularly excited for various reasons — it is the case of Mr. Duer.. 
He was appointed by Mr. Charles King, and his removal or retention is probably left 
with you, at least so says Mr. Sanford and Mr. Dudley, if I read the letter of the 
latter correctly. Mr., Bunner, I .presume, has made his bargain with some Southern 
Interest for his retention. I judge so from various circumstances, one of which is> 
that Mr. Samuel L. Gouverneur offered a bet of $100 day before yesterday that he 
would not be removed. He has his advices daily from Mr. Calhoun or some of his 
friends, I have not the slightest doubt. The conversation I had tpith you at Albany 
satisfied me that you would retain Mr. Duer, if you could find a satisfactory apology. 
Since which I have heard from Mr. Duer's friends that you would support him, and 
from yours that yon would remain neutral. When I left Albamr I was not a candi- 
date, and I became so, as I wrote Mr. Ingham, by the advice of my political friends^ 
who could insist upon Mr. D.'s removal. I told Mr. Bdwne that I would not take 
the office of District Attorney for this city if I could get it, till Mr. Duer was re- 
moved, and now repeat that I will hold no office from any political party that will 
keep Mr. Duer in his present station. The very idea that you would by thought or 
deed contribute to such a result has given me more awful feelings than I experienced 
when I held a conversation with you in your room over Crittenden's dining room, ia 
the evening of the day of the choice of the Electors in 1824, when our very senses 
were stunned by the snouts of Mr. Duer and l^is friends over their champagne in the 
room below. What you told me in that conversation I well recollect, and I thought 
you were serious aiid would not, under any circumstances, forget them at least for 
six years, the ordinary statute limitation for parol promises : but if the statute bad 
attached the promises and the consideration have been received by Mr. Duer's con- 
nection with Judge Thompson, Anti-Masonry, and God knows what, last ^1 ; and> 
if I recollect right, Mr. D. was to be one of the body guard to give you an escoit 
to Kinderhook the Friday after the last November election. I do not remind you of 
these things to excite your prejudices, but as evidence of overt acts a^inst the de* 
mocracy of the State. To retain Mr. Duer would be to disappoint friends and en- 
emies, for it is considered by all upon general principles that be is to be removed, 
and if he is retained you get no credit for it even from thto. They will attribute 
it to your fears, and your party friends will charge you with bargaining to buy up 
your enemies at the expense of the party who have labored to sustain you. There 
IS a charm attending bold measures extremely fascinating — it has given to General 
Jaekson all his glory, and it will give to Mr. Clay hereafter power and strength,, 
and the speech he made at the Washington dinner is admired for its impudence* 
and the manly spirit it breathes. 

In regard to the applicants for Mr. Duer's place, I have nothing to say, further 
than that it is not just to import a man from the country — by this / mean Mr. Bunr- 
Tier, who is not at heart with us, as you plainly discovered on your visit two years 
ago to Oswego — besides many other objections that could be raised, it would amount 
to a reappointment of Mr. Duer. I have done nothing since I wrote to you, in 
regard to myself. Many people have offered to interfere in my behalf but I have 

* I think he intended to say * independence/ 
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delayed taking any measures till I had seen you. My first and prineipat object is 
the removal of Mr. D., and when that is done I am willing to leave my claims tp the 
justice and not to the policy of the appointing power. If Mr. D. is not removed by 
the time I return from Albany, I shall visit Washington to hand, in person to every 
member of the Cabinet •• Tfie Life and Adventures of John Duer*'' — for as long as 
Ood spares my life I shall not spare my exertions to get him out of office, as well as 
all those who have betrayed their friends, their party, and their principles. In doing 
this, however, I will not, as he and his friends have done, violate the sanctity of 
private friendship and private confidence, but the means I shall resort to will be free 
from concealment, but s^iall be open add manly, and upon the same principles that 
hsLS aotuated me in opposing him during the^late contest. I shall therefore, if driven 
to go to Washington to prefer my complaints shall go, not as a candidate myself, for 
I should not then be listened to with as much consideration as I otherwise should, 
because men in power are not prone to look upon office seekers in so favorable a 
light. 

I have written this in the hurry of departure, and subject to the interruptions of 
office business. I have not time to read it over and prune it of any doubtful expres- 
sions, if any such there be. I therefore send it, subject to any explanations that may 
be proper to convey my true meaning. 

So far as I have taken a general or special view of the subject spoken of I am 
borne out by a vast majority of your political friends in the city, all of whom feel thit 
to be a critical point in your political fate. The theory of your address to the Com- 
mittee of the Legislature we all admire — the practice under it, if conformable to the 
theory, is all that we require. 

In great haste, very ti^ly, your friend, J. HOY*!?. 

Hon*ble M. Van Buren, Wash'n. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



Secretary Van Buren*^ reply — Hoyt charged with rudeness. Who had the President's .. 
confidence, HoyVs rejoinder — he had no inherent love of office — was no mercenary 
politician — had been educated by the Secretary. Curious story of N, Y* office 
seeking, Jesse"* s qualities, Sec*y Ingham on Place hunters. Cambreleng^s effort^ 
on behalf of Coddington- The Whigs pitied. V, B^s young tribe, "7. 

Secretary Van Buren, Washington, to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. (Priv;ate.) 
Free — M. Van Buren. 

Dear Sir->-l never expected to see the day when I should be constraiiied, as I 
now am, to address you in the language of corpplaint. Nothing but ray strong con- 
viction of the extent and sincerity of your friendship could sustain me in resisting 
the belief that you have a settled purpose to quarrel with me. Here I am engaged 
in the most intricate and important afiairs, which are new to me, and upon the suc- 
cessful conduct of which my reputation as well as the interests of the country depend, 
and which keep me occupied itom early in the morning, until late at night, and caa 
jou tjiiqk it kind or just to harrass me under such circumstances with letters, which 
DO man of common sensibility can read without pain? Your letter to-'me at Ne^ 
York contained many truths, for which I was thankful, and reflections which I 
thought just, but the whole were expressed in terms so harsh, not to say tuder, as to 
distress me exceedingly. I have scarcely recovered from ihh effect of so great an 
error in judgement, to say nothing else, when I am favored with another epistle 
from you, still transcending its predecessor in its most objectionable features. I 
must be plain with you. I .fa^ve all my life (at least since I have known you), 
cherished the kindest solicitude for your welfare, and have manifested at least my 
goodwill towards you, and should be extremely sorry to have occaaion to change 
those feelings, but it is due to us both that I should say, that the terms upon which 
you have seen fit to place our intercourse are as inadmissible. It grieves me ex" 
ceedingly, more than you imagine, to be obliged to say so. When 1 was favored 
with your epistle in New, York, I had just returned from an interview with Mr. 
Bowne, in which i had made your in^mediate appointment as District Attorney, a 
point that could be no longer delayed. I have since had an increased desire to see 
it done, have taken steps to effect it, and with the mail that brings your accusatorj 
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letter, I hare information that it shall be done ; but that yon are hesitating whether 
you will accept it or not. Lti me advise you wtthnit giving my reason iohy^ to do so. 

The story you tell [the word illegible,'] as coming Irom Mr. Hills (a man who if I 
know him is without the slightest consideration in society) about the President's great 
confidence in Mr. Berrien, and little in me, is the veriest stuff that could be conceiv- 
ed. The repetition of such idle gossip constrains me to say, what I am almost 
ashamed to do, that I have found the President affectionate, confidential, and kind to 
the last degree ; and that I am entirely satisfied that there is no degree of good feel- 
ing or confidence which he does not entertain for me. He has, however, his- own 
wishes and favorite views upon points which it is Qot my province to attempt controuL 
Upon every matter he wishes to have the truth and respects it ; and will in the end 
satisfy all of the purity of his views and intentions. I have not time to add another 
word. Your friend and humble servant in extreme haste, 

Washington, April 13, 1829. ' M. V. BUREK 

Mr. Jesse Hoyt to Mr, Secretary Van Buren, at Washington. 

New York, April 24, 1829. 

Dear Sir, — I received your letter of the 13, on Monday morning last at Albany, 
and suf&cieDt time has elapsed I think to enable me to answer it without indulging 
in those feelings its perusal naturally gave rise to. I have not now and at no time 
have I had any " settled purpose to quarrel with you,*^ for I have too often quarreled 
for yout to be at this time willing to quarrel wiin you.- It would be extremely humil^ 
fating to me to be ohleedgedi to. admit, that in all my intercourse with you I had not 
sufficient isagacity to understand your character ; ahd it would be no less mortifying 
to have cause to unsay all I have said for the last 12 years, calculated to advance 
your reputation as a man, and your IIJ^TEGRITY as a politician. When I first 
came to this city to live, your denjocratjc adherents were not numerous — and with- 
out any vanity I may say that my exertions tended to increase the number — and 
imtil I have been found guilty of some overt act^in derogation of my former conduct 
I question with great respect your right to make the insinuation your letter seems 
to convey. 

As I am not favored with a bill of particulars of my " indiscretions*' " error of 
judgment," &c. &c., I am deprived of the power of explanation, but if the plain 
truth, spoken in a plain way, renders << an intercourse inadmissable," then am I 
content to be cut off from the world and the friends I have hitherto been ardently 
attached to. 

Every idea I conveyed in the letter you received from me while here were conveyed 
more in reference to your interest than rny own, and the langiiage in which they were 
clothed I. supposed would have been sufficiently softened by the reservation I made 
at the close of the letter — at least to such an extent as would have protected me 
from the charge " of rudeness," which always detracts from the gentlemanly de- 
portment I am most anxious to preserve. The political sentiment of that letter I 
still adhere to. My political sentiments I^nherited from a **long line of ancestors^ 
(such as they were,) MY POLITICAL EDUCATION I AM MAINLY IN- 
BEBTED TO YOU FOR, and the principles I imbibed from birth as well as educa- 
tion cannot he eradicated at this time of life. I H\vE NOT MADE POLITICS 
A MATTER OF DOLLARS AND CENTS, NOR HAVE I ADHERED TO 
PARTY WITH THE HOPE OF. GAIN, but I hive labwed in them under your 
immediate auspices for 12 years with the leading motive to serve you, but against 
the advice of many powerful business friends. During this time you have met 
with occasional reverses, and I believe my fidelity and faithfulness, and even some 
degree of efficiency to you, were never questioned by any one — nor am I aware 
of having evinced any disposition to shrink from the consequences of adversity 
which attended you. If perchance I should now fail to pour out heartless aduhatioo: 
less copiously than sycophantis and intregers who have the good fortune to sur- 
round your person at this time, it may be a just ground <* for letting me down the- 
wind a prey to fortune." I have no ambition to be in the train of great men, if I 
am to sacrifice my independence or to be prohibited in expressing an honest opinion. 
I frankly admit I wrote the letter referred to under some excitement. I was assured 
by Mr. Dueir's friends that you had promised, to sustain him» My conversation with 
you at Albany led me to the tame conclusion. I had that morning received infotxua-' 
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tion ttom Albany that you bad spoken to Governor Throop, at tbe request and ia 
behalf of Judge Duet, for Yice-JChancellor. If this was not enough to justify plaia 
dealing from one who had given some proofs of devotion to you, and who felt the- 
great interest you had at stake, I am at a loss to know what would have been. 
J know the serine of your partizans in relation to these men, and I know a more indis* 
creet measure you could not have adopted, if you desired to retain your power and 
influence with the party to which you have acknowledged obligations. 

As I wrote that letter my confidential clerk copied the sheets (I kept a copy 
without reading over the original or even the copy before I got to Albany) for the- 
purpose of Enabling me to shew it to Mr. Butler. I did so, and he remarked that it 
was all right, and he was glad I wrote it. He said the ideas were very strongly 
expressed but the reservation I refer to rendered that harmless in point of language, 
and I must therefore confess I was surprised to find that the character of the 
language I used had found its way to your ** Sensibility,'* or that you could for one- 
moment consider me guilty of " rudeness." As to the other letter, I am equally 
surprised at the exception. If these were considered exceptionable, then I fear the 
one I wrote covering pne to Mr. Hamilton would be deemed still more so. I had 
reason to be dissatisfied with Mr. Hamilton for having misled me in his letter early 
in March. I may have written the last letter under the influence of that feeling. 
When I tell you, however, that I meant nothing inconsistent with my former rela- 
tion to you, and that I shall not hereafter obtrude either my opinions or advice upon, 
you in relation to^ any subjects, 1 should hope I had made satisfactory atonement. 
1 am perfectly aware of the responsibility oi your situation, and God knows there 
is no man living that would be ^lore gratified than I should to have you acquil 
yourself with reputation. I am very much obleedged to you for your interference 
with Mr. Bowne. I shalL not get -that place, and I can tell you how I was 
kept out of it. Mr. Maxwell, when he got alarmed, goes to Judge Hoflman 
and tells him he was to be removed, and that his %on, Ogden, had better be a candi* 
date for the office. Mr. Bowne tells Biker, confidentially and he tells an Alderman,, 
that you would be pleased to see me put there. This comes to the ear of Hofi*- 
man, and he goes to all the Clintonian Aldermen, .'. . . of the 4th and 8th 

wards, &g. &c., and insinuates this idea to them, and with all the adroitness 

peculiar to that family, rakes up old prejudices, enlists Duer, who is attached ta 
young Hofiman, with all the coodies, high minded, and Clintonians, and I was> 
defeated. Duer was in the thickest of this. No Clintonian in the Legislature 
voted for Butler, save one or two ; not onei of jhe corporation voted for me. We 
had become obnoxious for our services in the cause of another leader > There is not 
old staunch democracy enough in the Common Council to elect me. It is not then 
surprising that my inveteracy to that concern, coodies, high minded and all, should 
be as strong at» it is. Mr. Duer is now playing the same game that Maxwell play> 
ed on Wednesday (James Campbell authorised me to say so)— he went to Jud^e 
Hofiman and told him that he had such information as satisfied him that he would 
be removed, and that he did not know< why his son Ogden should not be appointed. 
Mr. Duer had then been informed that Mr. Hamilton had the option to take the 
ofiKce. He told me on Tuesday that Mr. Hamilton could not take it, for on that 
subject he was " Committed on paper." Mr. Bunner told me the same thing on- 
Monday, at Albany. After this SiHx. Duer goes to Judge Hofiman, and, with what 
motive it' is not difficult to divine. 

I did state to Mr. Bowne that, as things now stood, I could not Except the office 
of Attorney for this County,, nor can I if it could be given me, after what I write- 
you, with any degree of honor. I informed the gentlemen who were instrumental 
m getting up a^ caucus here on Saturday and Wednesday last, (which, by the bye, 
were perfect abortions,) that I had no expectations of Mr. Duers office, for I knew 
from the beginning if you were not forme it was idle to say anything on the subject ;• 
and I need not say that I have not been promised any aid from you, though I 
thought then and now think I had strong claims on you as a party man and a 
personal friend — and such I undertake to say is the universal sentiment of every 
body here, of all parties who have witnessed my exertions to sustain you against 
the infamous attacks of your enemies. More than 20 leading men here tendered 
their names, and among the rest Mr. J. C. Hamilton ; your silence induced me to 
decline the proffer. I HAVE NO INHERENT LOVE OF OFFICE, and I 
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bare not therefore studied discretion or weighed pronouns and adverbs in my letters 
to " Constitutional advisers" and advisers not constitutional at Washington. I 
know THE EXACT EXTENT of my pretensions^ my services^ claims, CAPACITY, and 
POWER — they are small and inconsiderable — But when all or any of them — shall 
not be properly respected by those whom I think ought to respect them, I should be 
unwilling to submit in silence without being alarmed at any fate that might await 
me. Political fidelity ^untirin^ industry and perseverance will one day or other find 
their value in the political market. These qualities I claim to possess^ and which I 
deem important ingredients in forming and which nearly make up a capital, on 
which one can commence business on his own account. It would grieve me as 
much and infinitely more than it possibly could you to be under the necessity of 
difiering so far as to lead to a severance of that friendship which I know has ex- 
isted. You have the power to make me District Attorney, but I could not suffi- 
ciently abhor myself if I was " lo quarrel with you" for omitting to do it. Yet if 
Mr. Duer is not removed or any but a democrat is appointed I Sihould do violence 
to the principles you have taught me not to be dissatisned ; and I do not think your 
nature is so much changed as that you would require me to withhold the expression 
of that dissatisfaction. Lorenzo tells me I bad better abandon all ideas of political 

Ereferment till the coodies and high minded have become exterminated. Perhaps 
e is right. I have said all I have to say, and perhaps more than I should have 
said, but the ground upon which your letter places us seemed to require equal can- 
dor on my part. I will not attempt to disguise the fact that my feelings were such 
toward you that I fancied I was entitled to know the principles upon which you 
were to dispense your political power, and to he informed frankly whether it was 
expedient to ask for the place of an obnoxious incumbent. The confidence I should 
have reposed in your friendly advice, which I thought myself entitled to, but which 
was withheld, would have satisfied me, whatever it mi^ht have been. Your total 
silence on this subject, with the apprehension attending it, led to the anxiety to be 
informed whether your friends and enemies were to be put in, hotch-potch, without 
any more adhesive qualities than oil and water, and which could never be reduced 
to a reasonable consistence. It was not inconsistent with my regard for you to point 
to the danger of such a course ; whether I have by so doing forfeited your confi-> 
dence is a matter somewhat lessened in importance to me, from> conviction of the 
purity of my motives. Yet, as I ever have been, Your friend, 

J. HOYT. 



Hon. S. D. Ingham, Secretary Treasury, to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y. — Franked, 

Washington, April 14. ' 

Washington, 14 April, 1829. 

Dear Sir — Your favor is duly received, but you must permit me to say in great 
soberness, that an excitement without reason cannot be founded. in sober, judgment, 
and ought never to be made the caus^ of action on the part of an admmistration, 
who are bound to consult, in great soberness, the great interests of the country, and 
not the feverish. feeling even of the best of friends, for which no reason can be 
given. 

If there were an enemy menacing your good city with desolation, that would be 
a good reason for excitement, or if it was known that your Collector was embezzling 
the public money, or corrupting the Community by official abuses, thfire would be 

food excuse ; but really for so many wise men as we claim among our friends in New 
ork to sufi*er themselves to be put into hysteric spasms because of the continuance 
of Mr. Thompson to collect the dutiesr a few days or weeks longer, or shorter, is re* 
ally matter of surprise — and if it indicates any thing for consideration here, it is, that 
it would be better to let the Fever evaporate before, we throw in any more stimulants 
lor stimolous]. I am sure that sedatives are better adapted to such a condition than 
any other prescription — but to be more serious, my Dear sir, let me tell you that 
there is a vast mass of selfish interest at work abroad, to excite jealousies among 
us here, and produce distraction, by which some may ride into office on one hobby, 
some on another, while we are endeavoring to stand unmoved by those rufflins pas- 
sions, and by harmonious action, to keep the ship steady on her course — and I snould 
hope there was soberness enough among you to resist the impotence of expectaiLta, 
until their vain hopes shall yield to reason and common sense. 
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There is, moreover, you mudt know ao immense mass of severe and constant labor 
to be performed by the officers of the government, and much mere severe to those who 
come newly into office* These duties cannot be postponed, and I do assure you that 
/ am compelled daily to file away long lists of recommendations, Sfc. ivithout reading 
them, although I work 18 hours of the 24, rmlh all my diligence. 

The appointments can be postponed— other matters cannot-^znd it was one of th« 
prominent ersors of the late administration, that they suffered many important publia 
interests to be neglected, while they were cruizing about to secure or buy up par- 
tizans. " ■ * 

This we must not do, and hence it is only at intervals, " few and far between,*' that 
^e can find a moment^s time to consider appointments. 
Then let us come to New York — 

Our friends there have settled down on about two of the appointments, but you art 
wholly unsettled as , to the Collectorship ; and I believe as to D. A.,* and yet such 
impatience ! 

Why, Sir, let me tell you» that one of our best, and I had almost said, ablest friends 
in Baltimore, left here on the 6th March, leaving his imprecation behind him, because 
lie was not appointed to an office, not then vacant, and because we had not removed 
^11 the Administration Inspectors, not one of whom could have been known here, and 
•of whom they have not yet accurately informed me. 

He has since come to his senses — the Inspectors are chiefly removed, and matters art 
;;getting right there, 

Boston, too, has been in a fever, where our friends were so strong, that they hav« 
tdivided into two parties. 

Providence, too, has had a ferment, where we had 72 votes, all told. 
There has also been the same at Little Egg Harbouri where we hsidfive votes ! 
These matters proceed from the morbid parts of *our system — ^but nothing can sink 
•deep which is not founded in something rational and substantial. 
Are you not wearied with my long letter? I am. 

It is the most lengthy epistle I have written, since I was dubbed Secretary^-and 
4espair of getting time to write such another, for this year at least. 

Yours truly. S. D. INGHAM. 



Mr, Cambreleng to Mr, Jesse Hoyt, 
Private. . Washington, 10th Jan'y, 1833. 

Dear H. — ^^I wish you to show the enclosed letter to Mr. Jackson, Mr. McLane, 
besides which that letter contains (which is a true statement) had other reasons which 
■ cannot be explained on paper. There was no deception — no want of influence about 
it — the question rested on other grounds altogether. 

Say to^our friend C. [Coddingtonl in answer to his enquiries, that I had this mom- 
iag a frank and full conversation with Mr. Barry, who tells me that he never author- 
ized Mr. Smith to believe that he would appoint him, and that he had no idea of doing 
any such thing. Mr. Smith's going on to New York has done him injury-^ vnU 
not get the office. It is Well understood by the President, Mr. Barry, and by a]l who 
have any influence here, that wheu ^ change takes place Mr. C. will undoubtedly b« 
the^man. Although I cannot and will not be instrumental in the removal of Mr. 
Gouverneur, I will take care that our republican friends shall not be disappointed for 
the last time. When a change takes place, Mr. CoddvngUm unll he ^ choice of the 
President and the P, M. G, 

Sincerely youn, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

^P* Your letter is d^troyed—do (he like with this — Gov. Throop and Mr. Craig 
were nominated to-day. 



Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York, Free-^M. Pan Buren. 

Mt Pear Sir, — I send you with the greatest pleasure the letter 
you desire for our friend Phelps. I hstve been here for a few days where the 
Enemy is using very desperate efforts. I almost begin to pitj the poor Whig«» 

* U. 8. Dittrict Attomtr, So. Pli. N. T 
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TiMir next eogoomen will be DemocraU — ^remember what I tay. I tKink yoti onclifr 
at eome of your meetings, to call apon them, as oar friends naTO done in Pfailadel* 
pliia, to ffiTe notice by wliat name they mean to pass next year. 

In haste, Tery truly yours, M. VAN BUREN. 

Kinderhook, Oct. 21, 1834. 



Extract of a letter — Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt — dated Albany, Feb. 24,. 
1821. — ** Peter R. told me that if the collisions which have takea place since had 
happened before the New York appointments, that he would be d d if I should 
not have had my appointment. Sutherland did not want any thing for hioiself, but 
went away quite in a huff. Van Buren^s young tribe, that he has been training for 
Uie last 18 months, thought theyi^ould rule the State, but he is too cunning for them» 
The party is in an unsettled state ; we want a firm leader. We must putf up some 
of our clan into a great man. Bowne is pressing the bill to divide the Mayoralty aft 
fast as possible, to enable him to give us a mayor, ice. But who they will be he- 
keeps to himself." 



CHAPTER XV. 



Eighteen Letters. John Van Buren (Attorney General) to Jesse Hoyt. Speculation^ 
SetSf wagers^ gambling in the Stodu, fraudulent sales, prof ane language, drawings 
out the deposits. **Buy my Stock.'^ Buying on Marcy^s Message. C. W. Law^ 
rence to **run like the CholeraJ*^ Prosper M. Wetmore. Bets on Governor. 
P. C. P. C, Beardsiey. A fortune lost. Bets on Marcy and Lucas. Is Leggett 
crazy? J.V.B. a lawyer, and ready to do '' dirty work.** Hoyt and Cuttings 
borrow. J. V. B. gets half the profits. Bets safe on 15,000. A father and son*9 
acknowledgments. Boston and Protidence. Mohawk, Harlaem, ^c. 

The office of Attorney General places the distinguished individual who iHls it at th» 
head of the Bar of the city and State o( New York. It is an office of high honor, 
great importance, and large emolument. The Attorney General' is the chief public 
prosecutor. His opinion is required by the Governor, by the Legislature, and by 
public functionaries throughout the State in cases of grave emergenq^ and legal em- 
barrassment. With him rests the conducting of civil causes on behalf of the people. 
The validity of great public contracts much depends on the clearness with which they^ 
are drawn up. Here again, and in their enforcement, top, he is a conspicuous officer.. 
Ex officio, he is a Trustee of Union College, and other educational institutions, and 
ought to be a man of pure character, unsullied fame, and great legal ieaxning — ^a pat- 
tern to lawyers — ^and a terror to wrong-doers. 

The predecessor of Mr. John Van Buren was the, too notorious General George 
P. Barker, the parent, director, prosecuting-att'orney, and' whipper4n of that curious 
corporation, the City Bank of Buffalo, concerning which, after it broke down. Gov* 
ernor Marcy reported that the redemption of its notes by the Slate Treasury had 
exceeded $300,000; and diat **t( is supposed that a still larger amount of the 
fraudtdent issues of /^ hank than is alreadyredeemed, is lurking vet in recesses only 
known to its corrupt 'managers.** Messrs. Flagg, Marcy, Dhc, O'Sullivan, Yarian, 
Corning, Faulkner, Davezac, Hoffman, Chatfield, M. Yan Buren, and the wire-pul- 
lers of the party, found among the teamed men of New York but one man fit xto 
represent their interests in the station of Attorney General, and that was the chief 
manager of the guilty corporation whose fraudulent promises our country was thea 
redeemmg ! They did not choose Jesse Hoyt next--nor Benjamin Rathbun — their 
suffrages were favorable to the author of the eighteen lettetrs in this chapter, who» 
like Lorenzo and Jesse Hoyt and pious Mr. Sutler, is a true pupil of M. Yan 
Buren. 

Perhaps it is all for the best. G. P. Barker and J. Yan Buren may have been 
lifted up into this high office, over the oldest, wisest, purest and most respected 
membeiB of the profession, as a means of exhibiting in bolder relief the workings of 
the vile machinery invented by Burr and improved by his law-student, by which 
disgrace is brought on the good cause of democracy, and the morals and manners 



ITHO CAN BZPBCT JUSTICE FROM ATTORKST OEH^L TAN BUREN ? 59 

of tbe couDtiy corrupted. That the GonveDtion of 1846 may unite to provide a fuil- 
able remedy will be the fervent prayer of every American who glows and gladdens at 
the recollection of the deeds of his fathers in the glorious days when 

** Freeborn millions rose and swore 

Their birthrights to maintain ; 
Resolved no forefgn yolce to bear, 

To drag no tyntnt's chain/' 

Dr. Charles Cook, a Senator of Virginia, when he withdrew in 1836 from the 
support of the national administration, objected to Messrs. Calhoun and Webster " on 
account of some discrepancy between their political principles" and' his own. But* 
said he, 

"I object to Mr. Van Buren because of his utter desHtvtiim of ati political principle. He has been for and 
against, the Banic, Internal Improvements, and a Protective Tariff, just as the one or the other course seemed 
for the moment best calculated to promote his personal views. He is the author of that political machinery, 
which has robbed the people of his native State of all free agency in the management of their public affairs, 
and reduced them to the degraded condition of passive tools in the hands of designing, intriguing, office- 
hunting demagogues. He if the head of that church, whose high priests have proclaimed to the wdrld, as 
the fuodamental doctrine of their creed, that the * spoils of victory,' (tkat u, the peopWe offices,) are the aim, 
as they are the just reward of the vectors ! From such a code of political misrule, and from its authors and 
abettors, may God, in Ms mercy, ever deliver my country !" 

May his prayer soon be heard \ . 

Let us suppose a profligate, fraudulent, bank president or director — such a charac- 
ter, for inst&nce, as some of the * Life and Fire,' * U. S. Lombard,' or other phantom 
corporations gave -up to indictment or the penitentiary in the memorable 1826 — to be 
arraigned at the bar of justice, Mr. John Van Buren acting as Attorney General. 
The guilty creature might read to the court Mr. V. B.'s 18 letters, and ask the judge 
'* Why is he there and me here ?^Is this ^ land of equal laws ?^-Can a profano^et- 
ting profligate, who took advantage of his knowledge of the forth coming clap-trap, 
six-million loan message of Governor Marcy, whom his father had * made a judge' to 
keep from utter ruin, and which message was to make the candidate for Mayor of 
New York, ^ run like the cholera,' and aflect the price of stocks — can he, who used 
that message to enrich himself, thro' the agency of his indigent, tinprincipled asso- 
ciated—can he deserve honors, while to me is awarded a cell in the penitentiary? 
Look at his language ! Are such terms as * Poor bitches' — * God d— n you, Jesie' — 
*be d — d to you* — *d — d, stock' — *as sure* as God' — *d — d lies,' calmly and deliber- 
ately selected, too— :are they passports to office, from a legislature, who hire a holy 
man of God to come and invoke heaven's blessing on their deliberations every morn- 
ing ? I have been in error, 'tis true, as a director of a bank-— but was not Attorney 
General M. Van Buren, a director of the bank of Hudson ? Every bodv knows 
where it went to. Was not Attorney General B. F. Butler, President, Cashier, Di- 
rector and Attorney for the Washington and Warren ? i;very body knows about it. 
Was not Attorney General J. Van Buren director and prosecuting attorney for the 
Farmers and Mechanics Bank in Albtiny, when it had. borrowed millions of the public 
revenue and shut its vaults, efpeculating with its specie and deceiving its creditors ? 
Can John Van Buren, turn round to a * god-fearing' jury of professing christians, 
as the chief minister of the law in his native State, and ' cast the first stone' at his 
ancie^it comrade in sin? Is it possible, that, at his bidding, you will^ stamp guUt 
upon my forehead, when 1 only followed the example of Attorney General Barker, 
his * illustrious predecessor,' and when the records of our courts show, that * they all 
doit!'" 

Persons of the name of Livingston and Tracy got hold^' secretly and fraudulently, 
of $100,000 of the funds of the Merchants' Bank of New York, through the 
agency of the first teller, John W. Thome. All three went to jail, Governoi 
Cflinton laid the matter before theSenale, and they referred it— March, 1819 — ^to 
the present Attorney Generars father, Mr. Van Buren. Should a similar case occur 
in 1846 would it be right to refer it to the author of the eighteen letters? In 1826, 
Colonel Prosper M. Wetmore was indicted by the Grand Jury of New York for 
fraud, and afterwards used by Maxwell as States' evidence against Hyatt, who went 
to the penitentiary, and against Barker and others then there convicted. The 
U. 1^. Lombard, of which Hyatt was president, and Wetmore (the active business 
man) Tke presidentf had got a charter— its* oflEicen had filed theur oath that its 
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capital (hundreds of thousaDds. of dollars) was paid up, but they well knew that 
not over five cents in the dollar had been so paid, if as much — they pretended to be 
in a flourishing condition when on the eve of bankruptcy, and divided profits though 
they had realized none. When the bubble burst the public was cheated out of 
more than $600,000. Are not laws for the public benefit ? What a farce it would 
be to entrust a case like that to a Butler or a Van Buren ! By their political ma- 
chinery. General Wetmore appeared in the legislature of New York, 1836, to vote 
for Barker's Buffalo Bank, and for other banks by which our honest, hard working 
people have been defrauded out of millions of dollars. General Prosper, by the like 
machinery, is. now **Navy Agent at New York," one of the most lucrative and 
important ofBlces in the Union ! 

FNo. IJ John Van Buren to Jesse Hoyt, at New York. 
Why God D — n you, Jesse ! buy my stock and draw upon me at sight 
You must be poor bitches down there, if you cannot raise this two penny smn. 
If the stock has gone up, letjt go to H—-IL 

The Bank will come up against the Safety Fund Banks, and depress stocks — the 
Governor's measure will eventually relieve the country. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 
Albany, March 25th, 1834. 

[No. 2.1 Address—Jesse Hoyt» Esq., Counsellor at Law^ New York. Paid 12i — 
P'm'k " Albany, March 22." 

Mt DeIr Jesse — ^Please let Nevins and Townsend buy me 100 shares of Moh. 
and Hud. R. R. for cash at 96, and Bost. and Prov. 100 shares at 92| cash ; drawing 
on me at 3 days sight for the amount. 

^ If better terms can be had by taking the stocks two weeks hence (buying on 
time) I should like it better. I fear stocks will rise after Monday, and therefore I 
want these purchases made Monday, but leave it open after. 

Let the beggars deal honestly by me for I lose a deal of money anyhovf. 

There will be something done here Monday that voill charm you Yojrhers* 

Lawrence will run like the Cholera, 

Please ask Bucknor to hand you the amount of differences at which my fifty 
shares Manhattan stock were settled, and send it to me. 

Yours very truly, and much better. 

" J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, March 22d, 1834. 

[No. 3.1 Per mail, ^ost mark, «< Albany— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, 
New York." 

Mt Dear Jesse— The purchase by N. and T. of 100 Mohawk at 96, is very good. 
I understand it to be payable in all next week. I shall be in N. Y. next Monday 
(31st inst.) and shall then arrange it. 

Please countermand the order for Boston apd Providence : I should prefer not to 
buy it ; and if it is purchased and can be resold without loss, let it be done — any 
how, as Lord Grey said, I shall stand by my 'order.' Youts very truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany^ March 28th, 1834. 

[No. 4.] Mt Iieab jE88E,-~NevinB and Townsend write me that they have 
bought my Utica Stock. Please get the money for the enclosed, and pay them. I 
do not wish to correspond with them directly. 

Let the certificate be made out in my name, and send it to me by some private 
conveyance, or keep it.tijl I come down, which will be shortly. ^ 

Yours very truly> 

J. VAN BUREN. 
Albany, April 17th, 1834. 

[No. 5.] Mt Dear Jesse, — ^With the slenSer assistance of the above [a draft for 
♦780] fortified by the enclosed [a check for $31 10]; you will, I think, be able, (if 
you will do me the iavor,) to satisfy the following demands— 
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VeiiuB k Townsend $391,46~Che8teT Jennings $250— " Young'* Wilson $100— 
Hinthorae Tompkins $70. 

If it fftUs short, parcel it ont to the Cormorants, in such bits as you may deem 
most meet to subserve their several necessities. 

I intend to walk int9 the Mohawk soon. 

J. VAN BUREN. 

P. S. I tho't my stock was bought at 109, was it not ? The receipt says 109i. 

Albany, June 13th, 1834. 

Per mail, June 14. 

[No. 6.] My Dear Jesse,— For Gr — d's sake send me my over coat— my underclothes 
are all worn out> and I am a beggar. Let it be taken to Wheeler's, who will send 
it to me. 

Can you get any bets on Governor, even? We shall lick the Dogs so in thii 
State that the * Great West^ will hear the howling. 

Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, AugH 29th, 18*4. 

N. B. Our brethren in Oneida are' all * with one accord united'— look out for a 
tall majority in O. (1) 'Perish C. P. C. Beardsley' (2) will be re-elected by 1500 
majority, 

[No. 7.} My Dear Jessi:,— Please let Nevins & Townsend buy me 100 shares of 
Patterson R. R. Stock del'v'r in 60 ds, as cheap as possible. I must hate a shy at 
the boys* 

Keep the purchased note till I see you. 

I shall go west this afternoon, and return in 3 or 4 weeks. If anything turns up 
in my absence to depress stocks rapidly and seriously, which is harcfiy possible, sell 
out and save me from loss. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Sept. 5, 1834. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., CounselloF) &c., New York* 

Endoned " charge J.T, B. Paid 121." 

[No. 8.1 P'm'k— " Avon, N. Y.. Sept. 28"— franked by " It Van Buren.** 

Mt Dear Jesse, — ^I make use of a frank the old man left with me, to kt you 

know that I am ah(xut as unhappy a d i as you ioould wish to see-^from the fear 

that you have purchased me some Patterson JR. R. Sfock, on which lam to lose a 
large sum of money. 

Isee that on Wednesday it left off a.t 811, which is 8 or 9 per cent lower than it 
was when I authorized you to buy for me. 

I know nothing of the d d stock, except that Bremner Ivas dealing in it, and 

it had been rising for a month, and I hardly tho't my buying would knock it dowa 
forthwith. 

Perhaps it will go still lower, and may be worth nothing for all I know. If so» 
and if I own anv, sell if you think best, and let me lose the present difference. 

If I get out or this job, you may consider, me *' discharged cured" as iite Cholera 
reports read. Yours ever truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Avon Springs, Sept. 27, Saturday, [1834.] 

Alby. pu m'k— Oct. 7. Paid 25 cts. Addressed to Mr. Hoyt, at New York. 

[No. 9.] Mt Dear Hott,— They say * the blood of the Martyrs is the seed of 
the Church,' and heaven knows I have been freely tapped in the good cause, v THE 
REM. [removal] OF THE DEP. [deposits] cost me a fortune, and now I don't see 
but I must lose another hunk of mv little eamin£^s. 

My impression is that Stocks will go up till Election, tnd fall immediately after. 
If the poor Whigs eould carry a Constable somewhere and get up a Jubilee, 

(DOmMs. d) « PniA tndit, Ptzidk comBtiM BMnteltj.* 
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Btocks would rise. New Jersey tnay go for them, and give them a filip — but Feniuu 
will knock them stiff next week — so will Ohio — and so will N. Y. 

If you could get the difference bet on Marcy, I should say < Sell by sill means' — 
and any how I don't know but you had better sell. Do exactly as you see fit I 
shall be down before it falls due probably — meantime I should be most particularly 
obliged to you, if you can get me an even bet against Marcy to any amount less than 
FIVE THOUSAIfl) DOLLARS. 

I think I would bet $100 on each 1000 majority up to 5000. 

I would bet $1500 against $1000 on an even election. 

I consider Marcy's election, by from 7,500 to 15,000 majonty, AS SURE AS 
GOD. 

You know best how much die Patterson is worth, imd you must do exactly as 
if it was your own, and I shall be satisfied. 

Yours truly, 

J. V. B. 

Make me some bets if possible. , Tuesday. 

F. S. The Whigs may gather pluck after some meetmgs or some things. 

Post mark, il/3afty— addressed to Mr. Hoy t, at N.. Y. . 

[No. 10.] Mt Deae Jesse— I should think you right about selling the PattersoB, 
if it will not do to hold* 

By the looks of Webb's paper, {altho^ it^s intended no. doubt to operate on New 
Jersey f) the opposition gained confidence. Can you tempt them with A WAGER 
on 3— 4— and 5000 Majoritie^H-$200 on each^or $500 on 4000 ? 

If neither of these can be got tomorrow, bet them $500 on 5000 niajority. 

There will be no betting after tomorrow. ^ 

Save the order for BqsL and Prov. open — the Mob. is all right 

We have nominated a strong ticket^ tho* Livingston (Ned) is the Assembly raan^ 
contrary to^ all expectation. Yours ever truly, 

J. VAN BUREN, 

Albany, Oct 12th 1834. 

Per mail, post mark, AXhsny^paid. 

[No. 11.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq. Coimsellor, &c., New York. 

Don't be * uneasy' Jesse— Go ahead. 1 wrote jrou by Sunday's boat : but I sap- 
pose as there was no mail the letter mis-earned. I think stocks will fiiU tms 
week^-Sell if you think best. 

Can you get BETS on three, four, atid five thousand majority for Marcy, two 
hundred dollars on each ?— if not, I will bet five hundred dollars on four thou^md— • 
perhaps, if we lose New Jersey, you can get this. ^ ^ 

If you can*t do better^ 1 should like a bet of three hundred dollars on five thousand 
majority for Afarey—unless we, lose N. J. : in that event I will wait to get better 
terms. Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Oct 14, 1834. 

P. S.— I WILL BET cm five thousand majority for Lucas in Ohio* 

[No. 12.] Mt bsAE HoTT— Yqu have worked the Patterson Hail Road very 
well. I am shocked at the shares only being $50, having become reconciled to at 
least double the loss. v 

Tell Wilson that I have an impression that he promised to mvest $500 or so, for 
me, provided I kept out of the * betting ring,' so as to encourage the enemy to give 
liim a fair chance. 

If I am right, and even if I ain not, I count upon his nobility to spare me $500 
•Ten on Marcy, out of his big investment; 

I shall be in New York the last of the month— let me know what W. says. 

Yours truly, 

J. Y. B. 
. Albany, Oct 15, 1834. 

P. S. I doDt care to bet on 5000 mMori^ for Marcy ju^t nav : if it is not t^ 
late to back out 
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rNo. 13.] Mt Dear JESss-^Flease sell me 100 shares Boston & Proyidoice, 
deliverable in 60 days, at 107) or 107}. ' I shall be in New York this week. Can 
von send an order to ■ and Kimball, No. 3 Wall St., to make me forthwith a 

ipair of neat winter Boots with heels an inch high ; I want them to wear when I 
4iiiali come to New York, and that will be by Thursday. 

Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 
Albany, Dec 7th, 1834. 
Per mail and steamboat, '<ch. J. V. B." 

[No. 14.] [Addressed Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor, &c.. Wall street, New 
York — care of L. Jenkins, Esq.] 

Mt Dear Jesse — Enclosed is your note. If the order to Nevins & Townsend 
to sell me 100 shares Boston & Providence at 107i to f at 60 days and Interest 
should not, providentially^ have been cQuntermanded in season, I take it they have 
effected the sale: if so, let them close it at the present prices, so that I may recu- 
perate a small portion of my losses. 

Is Leggett wicked or crazy ? Yours truly, 

J. VAN. BUREN. 

Albany, Dec. 30th, 1834. 

P. S. I have formed a partnership in law with Col. McKoun: one of us will 
Attend aU the Courts and we shaU be HAPPY TO DO ANY BODY'S 'DIKTY 
WORK.' J. V. B. 

[No. 15.] P^'k Alb»y, Augt 23, and addressed to J. Hoyt, WaU St., N. Y, 
Single. 

My Dear Jesi»-— On enquiry I find that I can get one of the Banks in this city 
to deposit, subject to their own order, such sum as may be requisite Xty make the 
sirrangement of which we spoke, in any Bank in New York, (say the Fulton,) that 
you may choose: this will answer the purpose provided you can get the Bank 
•elected to loan you the money on your Note. 

All our Banks are nearly up to their limit, and I cannot borrow the money. 

The Bank here will cnarge the Bank there 6 per ce^- int. on the Deposit, and 
you will pay 7 probably. . . 

If this meets your views you will please advise jne by return maiL 

If you agree to give me half the profits of the enterprize for making this arrange* 
tnentf please send me a stipulation to that effect, signed; by yourse^ and Cuttings 
when you write. 

Your note might be made payable on demand, with' an understanding that yba 
should pay it when our Bank caUs on the N. Y. Bank ibr the Deposit, which will 
not be ttU we see Jit, Yours truly. 

J. VAN BUREN- 

Albany, Aug't 23rd, 1836. 

[No. 16.1 Addressed to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law» WUl at., N. IT. 
PWk, AlbV, Nov. 11. Single. 

My Dear Hott--I11 do the justice to say, (and so does mj father,) thtit yoa 
have stood the d^ d lies from Fenn'a better than most of our friends in 1^. Y. 

I hope the fright from this dictates the letters to us, sayinff that all of our tickets 
l>esides Register, [I think that's the word,] are in dakigen I don't believe we shall 
lose one. 

In this State our majority will fange from 15 to 25,000. 

Bets on 15 are perfectly safe. 

For G— d's sake let our friends turn all their attention to New Jersey, and not be 
caught napping there, as in Connecticut. ^My father wishes me to say so to you. 

Yours truly, 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Nov. 11th, 1836, • 

[No. 17.] Albany P«ta'k, Dee. 19. Postage double. 

•My Dear' Hoyt (as some rascal writes to 'Webb')— I enclose yo« jdm 
i«hecky for your coiafort— it was deposited in the B$nk for coUectioii, and» of coon^ 
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10 returned to you without inconvenieDce. As for moaey, 1 doot know that I shall 
be peculiar short (not physically hut pecuniarily) unless Boston and Providenc* 
should go down to a raere anatomy. In that event I fear the ex-Danish Commis- 
aioner and myself will be a ' be low-par nobile' of sufferers. 

Please to let Willard of theOity Hotel be apprized that I want two flannel shirtr, 
and as many pairs of drawers, to be had of Tryon for a trifle, alias credit. 

I am not a * Councellor* and be d d to you — and if I were I should spell it 
with an *" S' in the middle. Yours * to sarve,' 

J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, Dec. 19th, 1833. ^ 

P. S. Since the foregoing effusion was poured forth, I have enquired. at the- 
Bank, and find your check has been sent to New York. I suppose the easiest way ^ to 
work |t' is to enclose you, as I do, my check on this bank for the same amount, pay- 
able at the same time. ' 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., &c. &c^ Sec. J. B. T. 

[No. 18.] Dear Sir— Please pay Glover one hundred and fifty dollars and aqcom-^ 
modate your recently much abused friend, ' 



At your office, Saturday, 2 P. M. (May, 1633.) 
Jesse Hoyt, £sq. 



J. VAN BUREN. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



Purity of Elections — Wright , Van Bur en, and Marcy, on hetSf wagers, stockjoB^ 
bingi and ** vrivileged associations^ Isaac Hill on lists — ditto, Ritchie, John V», 
Buren and the 6 million loan. Paying the Piper, Mr, Hoyt dunned-^summoned 
to the lobby, " Something Joyful,^ Hoyt, Cutting and V. Buren^s partnership^ 
Buffalo Bank Notes, New Potosi, New Hope, Del, Bridge Co.—Jjeake, Hoyt, 
Beers, Marcy and Delafield. Morris Canal Co, C, C Camhreleng, 

In Oetober, 1840, Messrs. Butler, Hoyt, * C. W. Lawrence, Morris, Edmol^dv, 
Bowne, S. Alley, Stevenson, Varian, and others, exhibited a soniewhat unusual anx- 
iety to preserve what they called the purity of elections. Mayors and Recorders vis- 
ited private dwellings at midnight, as SherifiT's constables, with only this difference*, 
that they acted without law or warrant. The most private and secret papers of our 
citizens were seized, because *Vthe constitution was in danger,*' — the safety of the. 
people being the suprenie law, and their object, as they said, to punish treason againstt 
the republic, by *•* unmasking the traitors." If they then failed in so laudable a pur- 
p<4lerire, by means bf this unpretending volume, may now have better ^success. 

Gov'r. Marcy, in 1836, in his annusu message, endeavored to impress upon th» 

♦ Cl^etter ^Mr. Hoyt to Hon. C. W. L^wrMlce.~Marked * not »ent.»] ' 

New York, Nov. ai, 18M. 

Dear Sii^At ibe excitement of the election has In a great degree p^eed away,, it ia proper that I should 
pay attention to those incidents in which I am concerned, connected with it ; tlioug)i pernaps I ought to 
apologise to ybn for not having done this sooner. 

Ton will reeoHect that when I was reproached bvyou for having voted a *< split ticket^'* that / arepotMl 
to hvt yoM $100, ikat you voied^Kat was generally eaUed " Ote Pewter Mug Tieketf" and that' I would take upon 
myself the burthen of proof to establiah that fact. 

Your reply was that you " would take the bet, if I took upon myself the burtiien of proof, for you neveB 
had told any one how yoa had voted." 

I answered that it should be considered a bet^ 

There are various ways recognised in legal proceedings of making proof and competent proof too in 
«ouxte of Uw, and foruiQS of conscience, and wh|ch perhaps did 'not occur to you when you observed 
YOU " had never told any one how you had voted." After such aremttk, the right more peculiarly belonged 
to me to select my own tribunal, through which I would make the proof, I volunteered to make. That tri- 
bunal is a court of Equity, or in other words a court of conscience. 

In SngJtad, the country from which we have deriyed most of our legal forms, certain high dignitaries 
answer bills in Equity tip^ii honor and not upon oath, i am perfectly Willing to place you on the same foot- 
ing and I therefore desire vou to consider this my bill in Equity, charging that yoa voted, the ticket re- 
ferred to, I ask you to answer the charge, upon honor, and whatever the answer may- be I shall be perfectly 
•atisfiedwith./ , , ■ IT- I 

. 1 enclose you nty check for the f )00, to youir order, which you will us9, if under the circumstancee jeu. 
«!• enttttod to, and if not you wil^ please xp return it* with your own- for an equal amount. 

With gz't rpspbct, your obedient serv't. J.HQYT. 
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piaUic mind that stock -jobbing is an infamous practice^and Governor Wright^ in 
January last, in his yearly expose, adverted to the ** selfish and corrupting tendencies'* 
of betting upon our elections. The Democratic Review, by O'SulHvan, in Dec, 
1829, in its leading article, ascribed to Mr. Butler, proclaimed that ** The swindler 
who uses marked cards in a common gambling-house, does not enjoy greater advan- 
tages in the games played there, than do the leading men in the banking interest ia 
the great game in which bank notes are the cards, and all the property in the country 
the stakes." 

Precisely at the same time, (Dec. 1839,) President Van Buren fell into line, as a 
reformer of th^ vices of the age-; and in a message, "written for posterity" (by- 
Mr. Butler, as some say,) cautioned Congress and their constituents against those 
"who sought ** a monopoly of the currency," through the agency of favored banks, 
intending thereby *^ to produce throughout society a chain of dependence which 
leads all classes to look to PRIVILEGED ASSOCIATIONS for the means, of 
speculation and extravagance — to nourish, in preference to the manly virtues that 
gave dignity to human nature, a craving desire for -luxurious enjoyment and sudden 
wealth, which renders those who seek them dependent on those who supply them — 
to substitute for republican simplicity and economical habits a sickly appetite for 
ofTemtnate indulgence, and an imitation of that reckless extravagance which impover- 
ished and enslaved the industri6us people of f&reign lands ; and at last to fij^ upon us^ 
instead of those equal political rights, the acquisition of which was alike the object 
and supposed niw&rd of our Revolutionary struggle, a system of exclusive privileges 
conferred by partial legislatiop.'" 

No man labored ^lore indefatigably to establish banks without capital, and wjiich 
should not be obliged to redeem their issues- with money than Martin Van Buren. 
He and his pupils, puppets, and partisans, have done more in the way of betting at 
elections, gambling in stocks, selling bank charters, and destroying ** the purity of 
elections" than any other faction ever embodied in the State of New York. They cry 
out lustily against the very sins they more than all others steafdily indulge in. ^ 

Betting and gambling in stocks occasional^, degrade other classes of our peoplo, 
but with the Van Bureh party proper, it is " their trade." 

Men are warm-hearted, geneirous, kind and social at five and twenty. Mr. Butler 
had not arrived at that age, when he became President of Barker*s privileged hank» 
What was his conduct ? What was Hoy t*s ? 

Mr. Van Buren the father, voted for the Old Buffalo Bank, and set up the Safety 
Fond. Even in the flush of victoiy, Ngv^ 1828, he could not help reminding his 
confederate Hoyt, that beyond a certain vote in the State, the residue of the votes 
were only useful on the score ofbels. . Mr. Van Buren the son wrote the letters which 
appear in the preceding chapter! Observe ^idr contei^s. 

Who of our Governors has approved of more pro^igate biUs, creating ••privilege^ 
associations^" as Mr. Van Sfuren the elder, called them^ and of more of them, thaa 
Mr. Marcy ? No one; not even T%roop! Yet hearken to Mr. Marcy in his message 
of 1836: ' 

** I deem it: to be mj impentive 4017,** stft His fikcellencir« " to invite your attention to a practice, 
which, carried to the excess ic latelv h^ been, ig, in my opinion.. yerjr pernicidus to th^ well4)ein|r of the 
State. Dealing in stocics, so far as it assumes the character of stoclc-jabbing;, is a species of gamblmgt and 
produces most of the evils, public and private, which usually result 6t»m the indulgentie of that unfortunate 
propensity. If this kind of speculation has not recently been conducted in a manner altogether new, it cer- 
tainly has been carried to an extent altogether unprecedented. Immense quantities of stocli have beeor 
sold by those who had it not, under a contract to be fulfilled at some future period, and purchased by those 
who (Ud not expect a delivery of it. The results of these transactions are aajusted without the delivery of 
the Steele, and the loss and gain aseertained by its maricet value on the day stipulated for. performing the 
contract. This is no more nor less than a wager upon the price of particular stoclcs on a specified future 
day. It is worse than wagers upon ordinary contingencies, because the eVent may be controlled by artifice 
and manacement, and the persons concerned are too strongly tempted to resort to- them to subserve their 
interest, it -is true, our present )aw9 regard these transactions With disfavor. Such contracts are not only 
declared void, but the persotos who hkive gained by tnem may be compelled to refund to the losing party o« 
his representatives ; yet they are constantly made, and in most instances faithfully executed. The extent 
to which this species of gambling has been lately carried, and its injurious effects upon many individuals 
vrho have embsrlKed in it, have given it the ciuuracter aitd consequences of a uublic eviL*** 

Governor Marcy, as his predecessor tells Mr. Jesse Hoyt, (see Mr. V. B's \tU 
ters of Feb. 1829] was made a judge to preserve him frotn bemg broken down 09 
ruined. He #rote a message, or the ** operators" of -Wall Street wrote it foi^ 
bim^ advising th« creation, in March, 1834, of a friz million loaa^ which wa» 
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Berer raised. Mr. John Van Buren, the reader will have perc^Wed, was ahawA 
this message in advance, and used it to speculate in the stocks, through Hoyt. 
May not others have had the same advantage ? Mr. Marcy had been saved from 
ruin, and why not be grateful ? Look at his weak, feeble character, and say if the 
message that was to put dollarainto his patron's son's purse, " charm you York era," 
and make even old Mr. Lawrence <*run like the cholera," is not calculated to 
rouse suspicion, when taken into ccmsideration with his whole official conduct ? 
*^ Men who are opposed to" the Banking system of N. Y. State, says Mr. But* 
ler, or Mr. O'Sullivan, in the number of tne Democratic Review already quoted, 
^<may, indeed he elected to Congress, or to a. State Legislature, but seldom with- 
*' out a severe struggle ; and, after they are elected, they are exposed to dangers of 
*^ corruption as great as any the members of the British Parliament were exposed to in 
** the days of Sir Robert Walpole. . . • • In the courts of justice, they (^the 
*' Banking interest] hav6 perhaps, a more decided ascendency than in the legiala^ 
*' tive halls ; for most of the principal judges are members of this privileged order. 
"AND THE GOVERNORS OP MANY STATES, and the municipal author- 
** ities of many of the principal towns, are mere instruments for the promotion of 
** their purpose's.^* 

In the State of New York, privileged Bankers, Grovernors, our jHincipal judges 
and municipal authorities have, generally speaking, been the creation Qt the well 
organized party of which Mr. Van Buren is the chief. Is not, then, this party or 
faction, on the showing of its own public organs, dangerous to society I 
' Governor Hill of New Hampshire, like his friend Wright at A^haay may have 
denounced betting on elections, in his public messages, but he did not do so in his 
private ones. For example — 

• [Franked, Concord, Oct. 18.—*' Isaac Hill, S. U. S."] 

Concord, N. H. Oct. 15, 1832. 

My dear Sir— Yours of the 12th was last evening received. TO' MEET THE 
BRAGGARTS OF THE OPPOSITION I ADVISE MY FRIENDS THAT 
ANY SUM WILL BE SAFE ON THE ELECTORAL VOTE OF Pennsylvania 
and New York. 

In this State we are so strong, that should every other desert him, we may be 
relied on as giving a decisive majority for Andrew Jackson. Yet the Bank is scat* 
Ceriiig iu thousanais here to affect us. I am. Sir, respectfully. 

Your friend and obedient Serv*t ISAAC HILL. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq. N. York. 

Governor Hill and Mr. Stephen Allen were selected by Mr. Van Buren, as Receiv- 
ers General under the Sob Treasury Act, Mr. H. being then President of a chartered 
Bank, and also a Govemmetit Contractor. In the report on the post office, and itf 
abuses, Senator Hill and partners, appear for $14,000 for blanks, paper, twine^ &c. 
Such patronafi^e to Kfree press could afford a bet with '* the braggarts." 

Like Hill, the Van Burens, and Hoyt, their betting brother the venerable Thomas 
. Bitchier went as far as he could ieifbrd in "the elfish and corrupting practice.'^ 
His letter we have not room for now. 

I think that Mr. J. Hoyi*s beto, from 1831 to 1840, must have exceeded tl20,- 
OOO, calculating from the evidence before me. And yet- he, too, was deeplt ii^ 
terested in preserving ** the purity of our elections !*' Cash, clothes, boots, nats, 
dollars — on week days and Sundays. There was no end to it. 

John C. Cruger to Jesse Hoyt, Charleston, Nov. 27, 1834. 
My Dear Sir — On my arrival here I wrote to my brother-in-law Mr. Pell re- 
questing him to pay you three hundred dollars 150 for yourself and the same sum for 
Mr. Wilson. I send this letter by the steam packet and it will probably be in 
New York as soon as that. When yon receive the $300, please pay the 150 to 
Mr. Wilson whose bet is the same lus yours. Although the result of this election 
must be very agreeatle to you, I can not congratulate you, for I trust that ybv will 
look upon it as a source of regret before many years. 

I am truly voura, ^OHN C. CRUGEB* 

. The above waa reeeived <»f A. Pell, 3 Dec; 1834.— A GVeir«r. 
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«»A gentleman, through Mr. J. Hoyt, bet and his friends, One Thousand 

Collars, that General Jackson will have as large a majority at the ensuing election, 
over the vote opposed to him, 98 to be eqaal to the total vote given to ^ny opposing 
<^aDdidate — provided General Jackson is alive on the day the vote is given. The 

money to be put into the hands of S G If *a gentleman* wins, money to 

be paid to J. Hoyt. If he looses, to be paid . Oct. 29, 1842, $1000 deposited 

by each." [Here follow the signatures.] 

Mr. Hoyt deposited his check ob City Bank, payable to bearer, which was given 
up Jan'y 17, 1833. 

Mark the genteel embarrassments of Mr. Van Buren's friend and future Collector of 
Customs. It is presumed that the Vice President's convenient endorsement may 
have on this occasion relieved the unfortunate dealer in wagers, politics and public 
stocks. 

Two Notes— John Warren, Broker, Wall street, to Jesse Hoyt. "New York, 
I>ec. 27, 1834. — ^Dear Hoyt--«You will find by the inclosed account, made up to 21st 
lost., a balance due na. of (2997.24 cts. Will yon do us the favor to have it 
•ettled?" 

** New York, Jan'y 12, 1835.— Sir-— Not having received the balance due our late 
firm, I feel myself bound by the regulations of our Board to hand in your name unless 
settled by lOJ o'clock, to-morrow." 

Thus stood the successor of Swartwout in 1835. In a few mpnths thereafter, he, his 
friend Butler, and their comrade W. S. Coe» were the board of Commissioners to ex- 
amine into and settle all claims relative to duties, arising out of the great fire in New 
York!!!! 

Post mark, "Steamboat.*' C. L. Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, .Esq.. Wall street, 

New York. 

My Dear Hoyt — Tho tJ. and Schn^ctady rail-road passed our House this morning. 
Z have just enquired of De Graff his opinion of its fate in the Senate-^he is not con- 
fident of success, but thinks, .with a full Senate, it may pass. As this is a matter of 
some importanfic to yoursdf I would advise that you come up and lend a helping hand te- 
Aosc already engaged in carrying itihrough. Yours, 

C. Xf. li. 

Edward Livingston to Jesse Hoyt, Dee. 5, 1823.-^" X should like a ticket in the 
Southern Lottery that has a $100,000 Prize in its wheels. Now, as a favor, I will 
take half of a ticket with you, if yoU will purchase one--^but recollect it is the last 
time, and that if shoi^ld ciraw a blank I will not venture any mbre td&i you. If you 
consent to this proj^osiiiga let me k!now our number, and then I shall have something 
joyfulin an&cipaiwnJ** 

if r. J. Van Buren^s secret corespondence shows who and what class of persons 
they are who dare and brave the. public with enormous bets. The comment had 
best be made in the language of GK>vernor Wright's last annual message, as fbllows : 

" Another point <rf nraeh mor* terioat complaint, it the ezteneive and rapidly Increasing practice of 
bettinjf upon election*, and the interested and'selfish, and corrupting tendencies which it«.exerts upon tlia 
•lection itself. These Improper and corrupting influences have made themselres manifest to the whole body 
of our freemen, and constitute a theme of almost univeriial complaint. Upon the party to the wager, they 
are all controlhng. Hie «ar and his mifid, from the moment his money is staked, are closed against argu« 
nent, or reasdn, or examination, either as to the questions inrolved, or the candidates presented for oil 
wnffrut. He must so vote and so act as to win his bet, and the welfare of the country becomes an entirely 
•ecdndary consideration. His appeals to all over whom he may hope to exert an influence, are to save him- 
self from loss, and help him tp win the money of his opponent, not to examine and inquire how they may 
best serve their country by their votes." 

*<The suggestion," continues His Excellency, "most likely to arrest thd practice of betting, is to mak* 
it punishable criminally ; to subject the parties to every bet made upon the result of an election, to indict- 
nent, and upon conviction, ^o punishment by a fine, to be graduated by the amount of the wager, and 
to an the costs of the prosecution. The deleterious influence of thie species of gambling upon the puUle 
morals alone, wouid, it appears to me, justify the passage of a law which ehouldmake ft criminal. Ani 
when its corrupt and corrupting tendencies upon our elections, upoA the free and proper exercise of tbm 
•lective franchise ; when its inloence to bring the improper expenditure of money into a political canvasi^ 
and to apply it under the desperate impulse of a gambling spirit, are considered, I cannot doubt that ihm 
moral and political aspect of thf efil wiU foUy justify its claMiAcation as a crime aad 4ti ] 
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Imagine a criminal case on betting, and Mr. J. Van Bmren, ai Attornej Gentralf 
prosecuting for the people ! 

If I remember right, Mr. M. Van Buren rewarded the Farmers and Mechanics'' 
Bank of Albany, and Messrs. Knower, Olcott, Corning 6c Co., its managers, with the 
custody of some millions of dollars out of the national treasury. How some of that 
money was used I shall have occasion to tell in another publication. 

In Mr. John Van Buren V letter to Mr. Hoyt, dated Aug. 23d, 1836, he agrees to 
become the partner of Messrs. Hoyt and Francis B. Cutting the lawyer, in a specu- 
lati'dk of large amount, requiring a heavy advance of funds, on condition that he 
(V. B.) furnishes the cash and takes half the profits. A Bank in Albany (was it Ol- 
cotfs ?) lends a large sum to the Fulton Bank, N. Y., conditioned that the Fulton pay 
6 per cent and receive 7 from Hoyt and Cutting. They were to repay the Fulton 
whenever he told the Albany Bank to demand a repayment of its loan. 

Whatever might be the issue of such a partnership, it is clear that Van Buren, the 
son,* and Hoyt, wert partners — ^we all know that Mr. Hoyt was a broken down spec- 
ulator — and Johnf Van Buren's letter of Nov. 11th, 1836, conveys to him the ac- 
knowledgments of father and son, and bids him electioneer to secure his return as* 
president. The reversion of the Custom House, as a recompense, followed in due 
course — and although the public suffered by the operation, it is believed that President 
Van Buren and his family had all balances duly paid them, 

$ 12000, Kew York, Feby. 10, 1831. 

Six monffas after date I pfomiae to pay Samuel Glover, £xecutor, icc^ 
Twelve Thousand Dollars, with interest at the rate of five per cent per annum, to se- 
cure the payment of which I pledge, three hundred shares of Trade6men!s Bank Stock 
at par. . ^ J. HOYT. 

* Of the followkif ttatMtont I know nothitif ftirtliar than thai in M »t, 184S, tiM ttfetj fand bank notaa, 
which had faU«d were at a heavy discount. In Che N. T. Herald of May SI, money article, Ifr. Bennett 

"The preaent administration authorised the issue of a seren per cent stock to redeem the bills in th» 
order in wliich the banks failed. The Comptroller haa, in coiftequence, advertised to receive the bills of the 
Bank of Buffalo for subscription to thq State stock and Other payments. The public were entirely ignorant, 
however, of the smAc* opirtmdi. Now, several weeks ago the bills of the Bank of Buffalo were at a dis* 
count of SO per cent ; suppose at that time a clioue of individuals at Albany and Buffalo, the chief of whom 
we will call * Prince John/ should have '.received an' intimation that the bills were at 36 percent discount, 
but that in a short time, that is as soon as the $1,000,000 loan should be taken up, a sevon per cent stock 
^would be issued in redemption of those bilIs--^Prince John would i^ive orders for the purchase of say $90,000 
of the bills ; under those jporchases the bills would gradually pse until the whole were obtained at an aver- 
age of 80 cent'i! on the dollar. These would then be redeemed at par in a -seven per cent stock worth 3 per 
ceQt premium. The ejpentlon would yield a proJit of $4,000, and in the same proportion for a greater or 
less sum purchased.'* 

The United States Bank Stock of which Mr, J. Van Bur^n speaks may ha^ been his father's. Whero 
had he at that time earned money with' which to buy U. S.^ank shkres, heavily t Bis agent, Mr. Bovt's 
gambling and speculating must h^ve been all but boundless. Be vras a partner in a gold mine at New 
Potosi !— a partner with Ooddington in buying and selling tome $30,000 worth of lots, houses, Ac,, in New 
York— « partner with Glover in a large purchase of town lots about Herkimer or Little Falls—and law 
agent, or manager for a flash bank, the New ^ope concern, if I mistake not. 

t When Colonti Webb of the Courier and Enquirer, New York, went to England in the sun^mer of 1838. 
Us* name was at a note which, he says, was obtained under false pretences— drawn |8 months before— and 
for which he had never had any value. It got into the hands of a political opponent, who lodged it in the 
City Bank, Albany. Mr. Erastus Corning, one of the richest and keenest oft* the reptile band* I here 
describe, swore to the claim. Governor Marcy eertified, as did Consul Buchanan, and off the note was • 
despatched, post-haste, to England for prosecution, by the arrest of the- unsuspectmg C<donel in a distant 

Mr. John V|^ Buren and Col. Webb were in England together— the foilner, the associate of prfnces, peers, 
and all that was fashionable in London, by courtesy the most fit, as the son of the chief magistrate of the 
Vnion— the latter as an American traveller. The attomies in London were nuzaled how to prove Judge 
Lansing's or Col. Webb's signature to the note— ship-captains, merchants, editors, travellers, Americans, 
the American legation, everybody they applied to, put thfem-off, being ashamed to have any^connection witti 
Mayor Coming's sharp practice. Mr. Van Buren, alone, excepted— he voluntarily swore to th^ Colonel's or 
Judge's hand writing, and thus enabled the baililft to arrest Webb, on a King's ^nch process, in Bristol^ 
where he was waiting the sailing of the Great Western, by which to return home to New York- Bail or a. 
jail weri^the alternatives, and bail was found for nearly six thousand dollars. 

When first waited on, Mr. Van Buren refused, and said it was & very harsh step to arrest a man in %. 
strange land, remote from his friends, and that Mr. Webb was a w|irm political opponent of his father and 
himself, and then referred the- men of law to Throop-and Benthuysen.. But when the pinch came his oath. 
was ready, only he swore *»very reluctantly." It seems he knew Mr. Webb's signature, having been in- 
inted to his table by a note in his hand writing, while the parties were yet friendly, also that he knew Judgo. 
Lansing's hand. When a rentteman of wealth and standing came forward as ball, the prosecution waa ai 
OOM ahaadoned, and CoL Webb had to pay about $ldO of costo. 
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(Memor. annexed to the aboye with a wafer.) 
** Feby. 10, 1831. Borrowed of S. Glover, Ex'tor. &c. $12,000 on 300 shares of 
Tradesmen's Bank Stock, for 6 months it 5 pr c't. Having delivered stoek and mr 
note to J. Ward & Co., I took $13,000 from him on agree't of Glover. The stock 
I own. J. HOYT. 

Oct, 15, 1831.— Rcc'd. on the above note, F. A. Tracy's check for four thousand 
dollars. 

$4000, SAMUEL GLOVER, 

# 

The New Rope. Delaware Bridge Company had a pharter, with perpetual bank- 
ing privileges gianted them in 1812, by Pennsylvania and New Jersey, to enable 
them to erect and maintain a bridge across the river Delaware. In 1821 they sus- 
pended payment, and in 1824 assigned their property to trustees to pay their debts. 
jtn May, 1825, provisions W^re made for the issue of new notes, J. Q. Leake, of the 
old bankrupt Buffalo Bank, and Mr. Van Buren's editor of the Albany Argus, being 
their treasuretr-a connection formed through Hoyt, Barker, &c. He puS'ed the 
^concern in the Evening Post, and other New York papers, in May 1826, but in 
October the Bubble had burst. Mark Spencer (found guilty of cheating in New 
York, through bank corporation hocus pocus, in that year, and sent to jail, I thinit 
"with the Lamberts,) Kenneth Fish and others had bought half the bank for $28,- 
t)00,. got hold of the direction, took out all they had paid in, and repaid those in 
!N. Y. they had borrowed it from, got Leake and others to puff them, put out 
4100,000 to $300,000 new notes-rstopt— ^hut shop — bought in their notes at 6 to 
12 cents per dollar — sold out to John Mowatt, who puffed once more, flooded the 
country with notes and bonds, blew up, and was turned over to Wilbur, John Dela- 
field of the Phcsnix, St. John, 6cc. The Pennsylvanians drove the concern out of 
the State, and it vras set up on the Jersey side/^ where the cashier is now aUad of 
18. The. Ohio Life and Trust Co. issue their notes, and another earthquake will 
follow in due season. 

Mr. Hoyt and Mr. Butler were of Counsel for the knaves convicted in 1826, and it 
appeared that they helped to bi^eak down the Greene Co. Bank, which had some 
$20,000 of Mark Spencer's Delaware notes when it Tiiurst. In Dec. 1839, Judge 
Edmonds's brother Francis, and J. Rankin, published a statement of the Bridge 
Company's affairs, by which it appears that Governor Marcy owns 100 shares and 
had gone to New Jersey to borrow $2000, the Knowers being his indorsers — that 
Charles Butler had borrowed $4000, secured bv mortgage — that Joseph D. Beers^ 
of the North American Trust Co. had contrived to become a director here also, and had 
lent J. D. Beers on his note $5581, and J. D. Beers k Co., on their note other 
$36,388, for which 1290 shares of the stock of the concern, failing no dividend^ 
was pledged, with other fancy stocks— that John Delafield had borrowed $18,880> 
witliT fancy pledges — that, in shor^, a committee in New York had lent a few 
favorites $332,346— and that the directors of 1838, just before they went out, bad ex- 
changed the notes of Beers, Delafleld, and others payable on demand, for other 
cotes having 10, 12, and 14 months to run ! I believe that Hoyt made out the eel- 
•ebrated Fish and Spencer agreement, but whether he is still connected with the 
managers lam unable to say. Tlie Morris Canal Company's stock in which there 
has been great gambling, fell from 75, in the course of three years to zera In No^ 
Tember 1841 it was unsaleable. I saw some 6 of 8 columns in the N. Y. Herald 
not long since filled with a puff of that bank, which I took to be from Mr. Hoyt's 
pen. Its stock is up again to /and I hear that he is one of its agents or 

solicitors — perhaps the chief one. 

It will be seen how the stock of a bank may be puffed -dp or lowered when we, 
come to state Messrs. Beers and Hoyt's operaiicms in the N. A. Trust Co. The ex-' 
tent of Mr. Hoyt's operations, for himself, Messrs. Van Buren, Cambreleng, &c. may 
be guessed, when I state that his account with one House, Dykers & Alstyn, Wall 
Street, for Harlaem, Patterson, IJIohawk, Utica, Phil, and Trenton, Boston and Prov., 
Jind Saratoga Rail Road Stock, botrgh^t and sold on speculation, in the nine months 
ending in August, 1835, amounts to $700,000. /This was his account but with one 
house out of many. 

He did much of C. C. Camhreleng's busmess. On the 13th September, 1833, that 



W BTM9BMS ALLBn's TAMMANT HALL BAIIX. 

Smtleman eng^ed to deliver him 200 shares of Saratoga and Schenectadf ftail 
oad Stock for f23,223. Next day he ordered Messrs. Warren to place the stock 
in kis name, but for account of Mr. Cambreleng. Mr. C. with Mr. B. were among^ 
his warmest supporters in 1838, for the Custom House, and it must be owned that 
if Butler was the proper successor of Price, so was Hoyt of Swartwout. 



CHAPTER XVII. 



Jfr. Stephen Allen secretly proposes a $500,000 Tammany Hall Bank. — John 71 
Jrving^s Oration, Mr. Butler troubled — had to nominate Col.- Young. Samuel 
Youngf from 1815 <o 1836. His opinion of " the Old Republican party^^-^Con* 
fe$sion8 of the Evening Post, England in 1773. 

We haye quoted the opinions of Messrs. Butlet,. O'SuUivto, Van' Buren and 
others against " privileged associations." ** A paper^money aristocracy," (saya 
the Demo. Rev. for Dec. 1839, p. 455) <* has XkOi a single redeeming trait. Sor* 
did in itsorifiti, it is sordid in every thing." ''How should a petition for a bank 
charter conaude ?" said one. .'\And your memorialists will ever prey," was the 
answer. \ ' ■ 

The following letter is from Mr. Stephen Allen, Receiver (xeneral for Mr. Van 
Buren's sub-treasury, <' a hard-money man," formerly loftery dealer. State Senator, 
Mayor of N. Y., and who had been the builder of his own fortunes. To his honor 
be It recorded that he rose from being a poor bailor boy and sail maker, by industry^ 
probity, and great energy and perseverance, to a high pFace in the public esteem* 
How mr he deserves his character of hard money democrat, the following secret 
letter to Mr. Hoyt will help to discover : 

Post m'k « Steam Bpat—l^jc," and addressed to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. York. 

Mr, Stephen Allen to Mr, Hoyt, 

* Albany, Nov. 28, 1832. 

Dear Sir — ^Nothin^ is more true than the observation made by Mr. Van Buren at 
the Democratic festival ; that the democratic party, in a great measure, owe tneir 
present and previous victories to Tammany Hallf the place of concentrated opinion 
and action, and a rallving point of the democracy of the city, or words to that 
effect. There cannot be a doubt but that the building of that Hall, and thus far 
preserving it as a Party Establishment, and a rallying mace on all occasions for the 
Republicans of the City and surrounding CoUntiei, has been one Of the means of our 
triumphs. ' ^ . 

I was one of the Committee who purchased the ground*-madc the contracts for 
building— -and raised the money to pay for it. '* 

The opperations of that Committee ardieus andresponsable, ^s during the progress^ 
of the work thev were frequently compelled to. raise considerable sums on the re- 
sponsability of their own names. The whole establishment cost about J55,000 ; all 
of which sum was subscribed by individuals of the party except $18,000 (if I recol- 
lect right), and for which last sum the premises are now under mortgage. 

If the party properly estimated the benefit it has received from the establishment,, 
this debt would have b^en cleared off* by subscription long since ; but such a result,, 
perhaps, is not to be- expected. > , 

A thought has therefore occurred to me, and which is the object of this letter to- 
communicate ; whether the extinction Of this debt may not be effected by obtaining 
the CHARTER OP A BANK by the name of THE TAMMAKY BANK. . 
^ There cannot be a more favourable period than the present for such an application* 

The large majority we have in both Houses and the ffood feeling evinced by the*' 
Country towards US consequent on the large vote given by the City to the democratic 
candidates, together with the important object of relieving .Old Tammany from its 
embarrassments, WITH OTHER CONSIDERATIONS, I shduld presume wotdd 
carry the bill through triumphantjy. 

The following plan of 4 Bank, I think would effect the object. 
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The cmpital to be FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AT LEAST. 

The Society of Tammany to be PRIVILEGED to subscribe for $100,000 of the- 
Stock. 

The Bank to be authorized to hand the amount on their bond, at an interest oi 
three per cent per annum, the loan to be for three or four years. 

If me Bftnk divides six per cent on its stock, the SOCIETY would receive 
THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS annually, over and above the interest on the loan, 
which, in three years, would amount to 9,000. 

In the mean time the stock would advance in value, and, if sold at the end of 
three or four years, would probably be worth ten per cent above par, netting a clear 
gain of $10,000, by which operation the Society would be put into possession of 
$19,000, a fund n^ore than sufficient to clear off the incumbrance. 

My opinion you no doubt know is in opposition to an increase of these Jinking 
Monopolies in the City — but the Legislature WILL make them^-voA therefore I? 
WE mvat have them, there cannot oe a more legitimate object to be effected, both 
in a party point of view, as well as the charitable attributes of the Society » than the 
one alludeci to. . ' 

If you think Well of the matter, I wish jou would consult some of our leading^ 
men — and if, on dtie consideration, the proiect should be deemed proper, it will be 
necessary that a notice should be published of the intention to.appiy, which you 
knoto may be published without the name of the applicant. 

I wish it to be distinctly understood that I cannot serve in any of the offices crea* 
ted by such an iristiiution^ui any assistance I can give in advanc|ng the int^est» 
of Old Tammany will be cheerfully afforded, 

You will, of course, let the matter drop if, upon a view of the subject It shall be 
deemed inexpedient. I am with due respect, your ob't serv't. 

STEPHEN ALLEN. 



Mr. Allen is one of the iconfederates of President Van Buren, end it is impossible 
to read the above letter attentively without perceiving that there is a similarity of 
tastes, of disposition, and of conduct; Mr. All^n wishes to keep up appearances 
with the real friends of free, elective institutions, but to let no occasion slip, where 
the millions may be more and. more tied down behind the car of monied monopoly. 
He would get his 6iehd Hoy t/ to sound the leaders at Albany, in favor of turnings 
Tammany Hall into a partner in a Tammany* Hall Bank, now that General Jack- 
son's second election was sure, and the party strong in the state — ^but he (Allen) 
must not be known iii the inatter, because he had an outward appearance to keep up 
at variance with his real sentiments. He would have half a millicm of dollars as the 
capital, and "< the Society of Tammany 4o be privileged to subscribe $100,000 of{ 
the stock," although the hypcy^rite well : knew that the socie^ was instituted to> 
preserve equal rights, and put doWn privilege. He and his mends had acquired 
much wealth and influence, by pretending to be^ democrats, while their ev^ry act 
gave the lie to their professions. By Legislative jobbing and the << party establish- 
ment," the citizens had been deceived, i^ did not see it. Notv might be the time 
to carry the deception further. Taromanv Hall «wed $18,000. Here was a plaxx 
to pay it off out of the public^purse, by selling the rights of his fellow citizens to a 
favored few, and Jesse Hoy t was chosen to carry it through, if practicable, leaving^ 
Stephen Allen, the artful projector, in the back ground of the picture. 

On the ll^th day of May, 1810, John T. Irving, brother of our minister at the- 
Court of Spain, ana who was an ornament to the country, and the age in which h» 
lived, as he would have been to any age or country, delivered the anniversary ora-^ 
tion befdre the Tammany Society, or Columbian oYder. . 

It commenced thus : 

** Brothers, we are here assembled to celebrate the anniversary of an Institutioik 
whose object is a natHnCs prosperity, and whose supreme ambition is a nation^^ 
glory." 

It is very probable that Stephen Alien sat and applauded Mr. Irving^ while h* 
thus poured forth the Qianly eloquence of a truly honest and faithful American 
boeom. 
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•*'t\M ovij eTil we haTe to apprahencU t« that this imraense influx of wealth from foroiga aoucM, raaif 
'Cradually detach the cultiTators of the soil, froin the paraoita of husbandry, and plunge them into foreign 
epeculations. We are an agricultural people, and if anxious to perpetuate our liberties, the culliration of 
the soil must be our primary ambition. The mountain Swiss, wliiie devoted to their pastoral labour en- 
joyed the purest freedom. * 

As yet our population, widely scattered, and devoted to agricultural employments must center all their 
:]>leasures in rural and domestic enjoyments, fiut when avidity for gain shall have drawn thetta from their 
■peaceful habitations ; when the cottage, the plough and the farm shall be exchanged for the luxurious city 
and the crowded mart. Then will the work of depravity eeeretly commence ; sedentary and soul-wearying 
avocations will succeed those healthful exercises which j^ve elasticity to the mind and vigor to the frame. 
Tumultuous amusements, with no other charm than their novelty, will supplant the tranquiiized pleasures 
•of home, and impair that domestic felicity, the aggregate of which forms the sum and substance or national 
•prosperity. Nor will the evil end here. An inordinate thiralfor gain will aOay the fervor of patriotism/ foreign 
specuUttons wiU produce foreign attachmentSt ond the heart from moiivee of interest, be induced to indulge semti- 
maUs of hostiUtf, at a time when its qfections should bejmostjirm and hyal." 

" The eyes of the naticNis are upon us, anxiously watcUng our movements, and nicel^f balancing our 
councils. The friends of human liberty behold us with fdna solicitude, not unmixed with fearful apprehen* 
•Ion. They trust to our fntelligence, hut they fear our: increasing luxury and wealth. 

The persecuted of every clime caat a wishful eye t(^lhls-land of promise, and hail it as the only terrestrial 
haven of rest to life's weary and oppressed sojourner. Liberty, exiled every other lodgement, has made 
this her last abiding place, and can only be diiven away by the perfidy of those over whom she now eztands 
her fostering pinions. 

Oh give not cause of exultation to your enemies, that your situation is precarious ; let not vour friends 
have reason to tremble for your safety. Remember the .cUims of posterity-rest upon you ; tMt as your 
fathers have laboQred:*for you, so jTOu are to live sind labpur for your childreh.' That you are but ttustoes of 
Ihs rights you possess, while the inheritance is theirs.** 

Such was the iaDgiiage, and such were the principles of Tammaoj Hall in '1810. 
May they endure ftr ever ! — May thfe Jovely children of free^ favored, young, 
gallant j^ glorious America, cherish such sentiments as ^udge Jrving then there 
promulgatecl, to the very latest posterity^ Little did you imagine, Stephen Allen, 
when your youthful bosom bes^t in holy unison with the geqerous feelings of the 
gifted brother of Washington Irving, that the black night would arrive in which you 
would join the perfidious band, who fostered by the Liberty your fathers nobly 
gained, are struggling to rivet on the freeman's arm the ignoble chain of sordia 
usury ! Blush, Stephen — read your secretietter, and blush for shame I 

Mr. Alten*s secret letter to'Mr. Hoyt was written against the devest convictions 
of his own mind. Age had increased, and avariee coptrqiled. > The great Do Witt 
ClintoD, in his message of 1819, to the Legislature of N. Y.v solemnly warned ,his 
countrymen of the dangers attending the wretched banking system, which had 
obtained in the Union. Mr. Allen was chairman. of a joint committto of the Senate 
and Assembly, to reply to this message, which reply states,* that there were too 
many banks— >that farmers and mechanics ;had been allured to borrow, and had fallen 
a sacrifice to th^ b^nker*s avarice — that the immoderate extension of banks had pro- 
duced a * banishment of mstallie money-^loss of commercial conjfidence— the exhibi- 
tion of fictitious capital — ^the increase of' civil prosecutions-^muhiplication of crimes 
— ^the injurious enhancement of. prit^s-^dnd the dangerous extension of credit.* 
With banks increased fire fold, if. not ten fold since 1819, did Mr. Allen expect to 
mend matters by turning Tammany Hall into an Usurer's den'? 

Von . Muller, speaking of a commerdal metropolis^ (ancient Carthage,) in his 
Universal History, states, that **when the public morals bedame corrupted by 
wealth, the state suffered at the same time the evils of 'oligarchy and of ochlocracy. 
Every thing was veoal* (he party leadtrg thought only of tftemaelvei, and the com- 
monwealth was neglected.*' What remedy would Mr. Allen proscribe in such a 
ease, think ye ? A Tammany Banki ! 

Mr. Van Buren has associates whom he' likes. One of these is Stephea Allen. 
He has others ^hom he does not like. One of these is Colpnel Young. 

[Postmark, New York, April 15.1 

\ Albany, April 13. 1824. 

Dear Hott — ^Pontical' affairs stand well. The nomination of Young has defeated 
Ou jflanA of the opposition; and though J did what I could TO PREVENT* ITS 

* Colonel Young, like Senstor Alien, owat hia rise to his own ability, enerry, iridostry, talent and per- 
seTerance. His forefatliers, like those of Michael Hoifman, were from Ireland. The close of the war of 
1S12, foutad Colenel Young, in the very prime of life, at the head of the House of AssemUy of the State of 
New YoxV, as their Speaker— and when their session cloied on the 19th of April, 1815, the excellent address 
of the republican members to their electors, is signed at the top t>f the first column by Samuel Young, who 
wrote it, and near the bottom of the last by Martin^Van Buren. 

It is also signed by Nathaniel Pitcher, Ogdeu Edwards, F. A. Bloodgood, W. C. Bouck, ^Fattus ItooL 
Mathaa Saniord, John Wells, aad many otber esaiaent men— SAd it thus conerades : 
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NECESSITY, I am yet persuaded, that, under all circumstances, it is the best thing 
that could be done. You will see the two addresses. Td ours we have more than 
two-thirds of both Houses — and though it does Dot speak directly of the presidential 
question, I think its tendency, 6cc,, can hardly be misunderstood. If matters go as 
-we expect, there will be a large majority for Mr. Crawford at the next session. In- 
deed it is very certain that he has received ^ majonty of both branches. Kely upon 
it every thing will go well. 

Yours truly, ^ B. F. BUTLER. 

" The man who has abandoned the standard of his country when the storms of adversity were thickening 
-around her ; who has mockedxafc her calamity when she was struggling with an insolent «nd vindictive foe ; 
'Who has thrown his weight into the balance against her»iUy deserves tjo bask in the sunshine of her favors, 
and to participate her honors in the golden days of prosperity." 

In 1824* Mr. Butler considered it a sad circumstance that obliged them to choose Colonel Young as a can- ' 
didate for office, and " did what he could to prevent its necessity"~aiid, in 1828, Mr. Van fiuren thus pro- 
liounced in the U. S. Senate his new shibboleth : — " It it of itself immatbbial by tehat political appella^ 
TION men have heretofore been coiled. The great question is^what are honestly THBIS psksbnt sbntimsnts 
'Mpon those great paints which have from the beginning divided the American People, <mtf would, he feared, contvma 
to do so unto the end." 

The Colonel Young of 1815, whom Peneral Jackson called the Cato of the Senate, is, in the main, the 
Colonel Young of 1845. In 1824, he went with all his soul for Henry Clay, for president— in April, 1836, he 
threw up his seat in the Senate of New York, when Mr. Van Buren's scheming majority there refused to 
send back to their constituents for trial, two of their party clearly convicted of enormous stock-jobbing 
ifrauds— and in the fall of the same year he said—'* We have departed, and are continually departing, from 
the simplicity of those principles which were the price of our fathers' blood. The few are gradually mo- 
nopoUzing the rights of the many, and legislation has becV)me the subject of bargain and sale, of venality and 
corruption." Plain language this !— but not a whit plainer than that of the Aliens, Butlers, Van Burens, 
Soyts, Barkers, Bennetts, and Coddingtons, when behind the scenes. Witness tl^eir sentiments recorded 
-hy themselves in this volume ! 

It is evident that the Van Buren party proper never gave Samuel Youn^r a hearty support. The caucus 
(106 members of the N. Y. Legislature, out of 16U) met April 2, 1824, and Flagg rose to urge a selection of 
Yates for Governor in preference to Young, whom he denounced as Yate«*s " bitter and implacable enemy." 
"Wright (now Governor) also spoke against Young and for Yates— as did E. P. Livingston. *' The Van Buren 
party all supported Yates," said the Patriot, including Dudley, Bowne, Ward, &c. They counted 45 votes. 
Young was nominatedi but not elected. He follows Mr. Van Buren,.nevertheless — defended the State Bank 
'Charter system— and at Syracuse, 1843, and Baltimore, 1844, went energetically for * a restoration.' The 
Argus and Atlas play the favorite tunes of the* party— each organ with suitable variations for its class of 
1>elievers, of whom the Colonel is an Atlas man. 

A party in New York called Loco foco had asked Colonel Young tor be their candidate for Governor. Be 
declined, but reminded their committee, that " a demagogue of the present day, backed by a disciplined lobby 
■-and a few mercenary presses, can rifle more plunder from the unborn than ever surrounded the triumphal 
car of a Roman General." 

* *' Tammany Hall," said the loco focos in reply, " has become, a nursery of brokers, where federalists, nnO' 
nopolists, and corruptionists are fostered. The open leaders, the secret movers of the party, and their min- 
ions, comprise a body of men whose political turpitude it would be difficult to parallel in any age or country. 
They have used the party for their own seliiSh purposes, and are either at the head or participating in the 
legalized spoils of eyery existing monopoly. , These chartered democrats, with the assistance of a secret 
.society, hired presses, the slaves of office, and the ' known usages' can always caucus and pack the General 
.and Nominating Committees to promote the objects of aristocracy." 

If this is the truth, bught not the whole people, as one man, to unite in selecting the purest, ablest men 
in the State, for the Convention of 1846 ? Speaking of Mr. Butler and Mr. Van Buren's party machinery, the 
Evening Post thus frankly confesses that our present system of combiittees, primary meetings, and delega- 
tions are a series of base frauds : 

" It is a fact, admitted by all, [says the Post,] that our system of nominations b; Conventions has become 
•corrupt to the core. Our i^mary meetings have become a disgrace and a by-word. Frauds of the basest 
jiature are openly and unblushingly practised to secure delegates to the nominating committees, who will 
subserve the interests of a few 'corrupt' politicians— who, like a greedy pack of hounds, set upon any man 
-who dares expose their profligacy, the profligacy of thuse who owe their elevation to their shameless 
irauds, or propose measures of reform by which the nominations may be brought directly home to the 
j|>eople." 

Our next chapter will illustrate the text of the Post, and show how it is that " a few corrupt politicians" 
xan, " like a gretfdy pack of hounds, set upon any man who dares expose thpir profligacy." We will begin 
-with the Custom House. 

This note closes with a description of Britain in July, 1773, addressed to Sir Horace Mann, by Horace 
IValpole, Earl of Orford, a son of the fhmous Sir Robert Walpole^ Britain neglected all admonition, and 
-plunged into a career of war, bloodshed, debt, oppression, and crime, the results of which have chained 
down her people to poverty in the sight of wealth ; and there, degraded and disgraced they lie, ashamed of 
t^eir ignoble servitude, but unable to throw it off. Citizens of New York, shall we pi;ofit in time by their 
•example ? « 

*' They say the Bank is to issue five pound notes : at present all trade is at a stop and the confusion is ex- 
treme. Yea, verily, the villainy and iniquities of the age are bringing things rapidly to a crisis. Ireland is 
drained, and has not a shilling. The explosion of the Scotch J?afi&5ha8 reduced them almost as low, and sunk 

their manufactures to low-water ebb What is England now 1 A sina of Indian wealth, filled by 

. nabobs and emptied by maccaronis ! A Senate, sold, and despised ! A country overrun by horse-races ! A 
gaming, robbing, wrangling, railing nation, without principles, genius, character, or allies ; the overgroisa 
-ehadow of what it was !" 

10 
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CHAPTER XVin. 

Jefferson on government interferences at elections. Swartwout^ Lawrence^ Price^ 
Allen, and Wetmore*s practice. Inspector Ogshury. Van Buren recommends 
General Spicer of the " U. 8. Lombard'^ for office. Sketch of Prosper M. Wetmore.. 
Alderman Puray^s petition, and Quackenhoss's counter-petition. Active Politi' 
dan's pay office. Custom House. Proscription for ovinion. New Taxes from St» 
Tammany. Butler enraged at Clinton's exposure of the ** organized corps.^ CoU 
Decatur, John MacGee's way to Office. 

Mr. Butler has the word of God coDstantty in his month* How far he seeks to 
square his conduct bj his favorite standard Jet this memoir show. Mr. Van Burea 
professes a devoted attachment to the principles of Jefferson and the civil revolution of 
1800. Is it for the imagination of man to conceive any course of conduct more at va- 
riance with the doctrines of the sage of Monticello than the practice of the tenant of 
Lindenwald ! 

Let us compare Tammany Hall practice with the following extract from a letter — 
Thomas Jefferson to Governor McKean, a signer of the Declaration of Independence 
—-dated Washington, February 2d, 1801. 

" Till this [the Election of President] is known, it is too soon for me to say what 
** should be done in such atrocious cases as those you mention, of federal officers oh- 
" Btructing the operation of the State governments. One thing I will say, that as to 
" the fltture, INTERFERENCES AT ELECTIONS, WHETHER OF THE 
" STATE OR FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, BY OFFICERS OF THE LAT- 
«* TER, SHOULD BE DEEMED CAUSE OF REMOVAL; BECAUSE THE 
•« CONSTITUTIONAL REMEDY BY THE ELECTIVE PRINCIPLE BE- 
" COMES NOTHING IF IT MAY BE SMOTHERED BY THE ENORMOUS 
" PATRONAGE OF THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT." 

Immediately afler the fall election of 1834, Messrs. Cornelius W. Lawrence, Wm» 
M. Price, Stephen Allen, J. R. Whiting, R. Riker, Daniel Jackson, Gid*n Ostrander^ 
Gideon Lee, and W. p. Hallett addressed a letter to their friend Samuel Swartwoutj. 
requesting that F. Ogsbury might be appointed an Inspector, as follows : 

" New York, 22d Nov., 1834.— Mh Ogsbury is an old inhabitant of this city— a Una 
" supporter of the administration— and IN THE LATE ELECTION WAS AC- 
*• TIVE AND INFLUENTIAL." 

Mr. Jefferson believed that interference at elections by officers was criminal — ^the 
leffersonians above named held out $1100 a year, and a sinecure, as the bribe for being; 
active and influential at elections. The reward to follow close upon the service. If 
office is to be the immediate reward of active electioneering — ^if 500 places, at from 500^ 
to 35,000 dollars a year income, are the fair recompense of struggles at the polls, th& 
victors to have the spoils, is not the elective principle *< smothered by the enormous 
patronage of the general government ?" and will not violence, bully clubs, bribing 
presses, lying tongues, and all the evils attending wholesale corruption be among tho 
results ? Why did Morris and Varian invade Pierce's sanctuary at 12 P. M. on a pre- 
tended mission of purity of election, if 500 prizes are ready to reward the men who 
can gain a victory, no matter by what means ? The merchants require honest, indif- 
ferent, capable officers about the Customs. Are Messrs. Allen and Lawrence more- 
partial to active, influential, one-sided partisans 1 If so, and they can continue their 
system, the fair outside of our goodly republican tree will soon exhibit incurable rot- 
tenness at heart. 

Twelve thousand dollars have already rewarded^ in part, Mr. Ogsbury's "influential'* 
labors of 1834. His services now are so easy that thousands would gladly perform 
them well for a sixth of his income. 

Mr. Ogsbury, though he did not prosper as an Importer, was fortunate in being 
the father-in-law of General Prosper M. Wetmore, usually known as Swartwout'a 
** great gun." General Prosper wrote the collector earnestly urging the appoint- 
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znent of his affectionate and ** influeDtiaP' relative — adding, that General Peter Spicer 
liad been promoted at Washington, and wished to resign in Ogsbuiy's favor. 

Oeneral Spicer was a keen office-hunter, and rode his mare far ahead of ordinarjr 
beggars. He wrote to Mr. Swartwout, March 24th, 1829, more than a month before 
that gentleman entered on his duties, that he had heard that he (Sw.) had been ten- 
dered the collectorship, and if so, he (Sp.) now tendered himself as his (Sw.'s) dep- 
uty. ** I feel a conviction,*' observed the gaUant military veteran, ** that my mercan" 

tile experience would, &;c I can with 'confidence refer 

to the members oithe B^fublican party at large in our city and State for the claims 
I maybe concidered to possess to your favorable consideration. / am AUTHOR- 
IZED to refer to the Hon. Af. Van Buren and the Hon. C. C. CamhreUng for MY 
POLITICAL STANDING. I likewise feel justified in adding the names of Ben- 
jamin Bailey and the Hon. C. F. White, who have assured me of their disposition to 
advance my views." 

The friend of Van Buren, Cambreleng, and White, could not be resisted. The 
General got Custom House rations from the date of Swartwoufs advent till his pa- 
trons found the run of a better kitchen for him, in 1833, elsewhere.* 

* Of his *' mercantile experience** I will only mention that a fraudulent incorporated company failed in 
Vew York in 18S0 ; its first president, Thomas Hyatt, was sent to the penitentiary for penary and whole- 
sale swindling in its mmagement. General Spicer succeeded him—and General Prosper M. Wetmore was 
then Vice President. The public were defrauded $600,000 to $700,000 in a few months— Prosper was in- 
^cted by a N. Y. Grand Jury, Sept. 15, 1826, with Brown, Spencer, Hyatt and Jackson— turned States' evi- 
dence—and is, by the influence of Marcy, Bancroft and Van Buren, with Polk, Navy Agent at New York» 
one of the most important, confidential, and lucrative posts in the Union. Whether ' the GauraP will pasa 
muster in the Senate is, like Butler's caee, rather problematical. 

Extract of a letter from a gentleman of undoubted respectability in N. York, to his correspondent at Al- 
bany, Jan. 8, 1831. «— also told me what I did not kn<^ before, that in consequence of Prosper M.. 
Wetmore*s connection with the ' Life and Fire' or some other stock company, the 27th reg't of artillery 
compelled him to resign. He is, consequently, obnoxious to the military, many of whom tujiied their eyes: 

to because they thought he could defeat him. I know Wetmore only as the author of Lexington. Ac.» 

and as the great gun of Swartwout and Lawson." This was written during a competition for the office of 
Quarter Master General, Throop being Lt. Gov'r. Whether the fact is as stated I know not, but if it be so,, 
the 27th x«g't of artillery gained honorable laurels by ousting such a character. Throop gave him sonm- 
generalship or other in 1832. General Wetmore iq, at present, a trustee of the Nautibu Life Insurance Com- 
pany. Nothing could be more appropriate than such a title for the insurance companies of the last twenty 
years. The Nautilus floats gaily on the surface of the'ocean, in fine, calm, fair weather— spreads out a thin 
membrane for a sail, and enjoys itself. But the moment it finds the wind blowing a gale, the waves rolling, 
and the storm rising, it shuts up its sail, dives out of sight, to rise no more till the return of pleasant, 
weath^. This is not the first Nautilus that he has been a trustee of. 

General Prosper probably resided in the 14th ward of New York, when Van Buren broached his Sub- 
Treasury. The General, in the session of 1836, had voted for as many bank charters as any other member 
of the Assembly, if not more ; yet he did not even blush when, as Vice President of " a large and enthusi- 
astic meeting," in that ward, he sanctioned Dr. Hasbrouck and Mr. Reili's resolves, that the State had 
usurped unlawful power when it chartered bai^ks— that any legislator who should aid a broken bank, renew 
a charter, or vote for a new one, is a /rot/or— and that banks with exclusive privileges are essentially fraud- 
ulent and destructive of the public welfare ! 

The testimony of Vice President Prosper himself, and of President Spicer, and Messrs. Miller, Baldwin, 
Falls, Reade, Ac, at the conspiracy trial, before Judge Edwards in N. York, as recorded in the N. Y. Even- 
ing Post, shows that Mr. Polk has insulted tha community by placing Wetmore where he now is. Mr. Polk 
may find the Butler agreement at Nashville a bad bargain yet. There will be a time to speak up. The 
native honesty wid good sense of the American people will not be appealed to in vain. 

The Hudson Insurance Co. started in 1825, with $200,000 of capital sworn as paid in, but except a few 
cents on the dollar there was no capital at all. The stockholders paid, in * I promise to pay, dec' The 
Albany charter cost them^$3600. Prosper M. Wetmore, and G. W. Brown and Mark Spencer, found guilty 
"With Barker, and Thomiis Hyatt, sent to the penitentiary, were among the directors— Hyatt being presi- 
dent. In a few months they contrived to put off theip moonshine bonds for real money value, to the 
amount oif say $250,000. The same Brown, Hyatt, Spencer, and, Wetiitore next figure as Directors in 
another extra-ihfaraous chartered concern, the U. S. Lombard Co., Hyatt, president, Wetmore, Vice presi- 
dent, and the active man pf business. Sixteen persons paid for the charter, and took $16,000 worth of the 
•tock each, paying in 6 cent* on the dollar to set the dangerous machine agoihg, hire puffs, puffers, &c. 
The Legislature had appointed Scriba ! Brown ! ! and Ilyalt ! ! ! to distribute the stock. To blind the pub- 
lic, the Mayor and Recorder of N. Y. were made directors, in the act, ex-officio, but never once invited to 
attend. Hyatt, the president, and Jackson the sec'y, swore and recorded an affidavit that the stock 
£$3O0,000j was all paid up in gold and silver, though scarcely one cent in twenty had been so paid— and 
knowing this state of things it was proved on the trial that Wetmore continued as an active manager, %nd 
actually represented the bonds to be gdod though utterly worthless. He (Wetmore) gave his moonshino 
check, with the others, to pay (! ! '.) for his stock. The checks and a trifle of cash were deposited in the 
Tradesmen's Bank, which gave the Lombard a $300,000 credit (! ! !) which credit was lent to the Hudson 
Co., which lent it chiefly to its stockjobbing stockholders. No security, of course,— but the Hudson stock 
had been puffed up to 10 and 15 of a premium. The Lombard Co., so Prosper says, divided 3 per cent— 
. profits, of course, though all was a dead loss. They lent largely to the knave Malapar. Wetmore swore on 
Hyatt's trial that he was intimately acquainted with the company's affairs, and, as V. P. paid great atten- 
tion to its concerns, and tried to borrow $50,000 for it ! Comment is needless. Spicer, Wetmore, Butler, 
and Van Buren are worthy of each other— add Hoyt and Lawrence as make-weights. The means of the 
Lombard Co. could nowhere be found— a million of dollars of its paper were palmed off upon the honest, 
unsuspecting people— the books were never written up— bonds were fraudulently fabricated and sent mto 
market to raise cash upon, but bonds to be returned. General Morgan Lewis gave cash for $15,000 bonds-- 
adeadkwf. fiyatt had bttt litUe to do after Wetmore became V. P.-he did the chief busiJMM. Why talk 
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Mr. Alderman Purdy, now Surveyor of the Port of New York, an office worth 
$ld,000 a year, besides its great patronage, is another of the active, party politicians, 
who have been long quartered upon the public at the Custom House. 

Alderman Purdy (Surveyor ^ Port of N. Y») to Sani'l Swartwout^ when about to he 

Collector, 
** Sir — The undersigned is an applicant for the situation of Inspector of the 
Customs — he has a large family to support, and, if appointed, will use his utmost 
exertion to perform the duties of the office properly. For charicler and Qulifications 
he refers you to his friends and acquaintance. ELIJAH F. PUKDY.*' 

We the undersigned, being acquainted with Elijah F. Purdy, do recommend him 
-as a man of honesty, industry, and integrity, and well qualified for the office of In- 
•pector of the Customs. JOHN W. HARDENBROOK, 

New York, April 27th, 1829. SAM'L L. GOUVERNEUR. 

Mangle ilf. Quackenhoss {one of his securities) to Collector SwartumU. 
«»New York, April 27th, 1829.^Mt Dear. Sir— I am not in the habit of 
asking more of a friend than perhaps I am called upon imperiously to do, after the 
master-strokes of policy, and, I may add, downright chicanery, that has been 
4nade use of to defeat you in your justly grounded expectations, which have now 
-achieved their climax, to your honor be it spoken, that the weight of your character 
has borne you triumphantly through, to the utter dismay of your .opponents and 
traducers. I have but one request to make of you, and that is to be guarded how 
jrou give any countenance to the petition of Elijah F. Purdy for the appointment of 
an Inspector of the Customs, as he is^ to my knowledge^ a mun not to he depended 
upon, and one that has invariably supported SWAMP, alias regular nomination. 
On the other, I take the like liberty of recommending Alexander Whaley, Junior, 
for the appointment of Inspector, (from the 10th ward,) a man every worthy of 
your confidence and patronage — and his success would be personally gratifying to 
your friends in this part of the town, and most particularly and personally so to your 
true friend and brother soldier, M. M. QUACKENBOSSJ' 

To S. L. Gouvemeur^ Postmaster. 
Dear Sir — The bearer, Mr. Whaley, is the gentleman I spoke to you about yes- 
terday— HE IS A VERY ACTIVE POLITICIAN, and wants an appointment 
in the Custom House. You will confer a particular favor on me by giving him a 
few lines or recommendation to Mr. Swartwout. 

Truly yours, M. M. QUACKENBOSS. 

Mem. (Hand writing S. Swartwout. ) — "Alexander Whaley is strongly recom- 
mended by Mangle M. Quackenboss.. He is aho opposed to Purdy.''* 

This is neither the time nor place to dwell at large on Mr. Purdy's character — 
while an Inspector his duties, except the political, were, to my knowledge, very easy 
indeed. Now, himself, his son, and I do not very well know how many more of his 
relatives are billeted on Uncle Sam, between Pine and Wall streets. He is Very 
useful to Lawrence as a channel of communication with * the boys,' and as a sort 
of foreman in the machine shop. 

.One of the most wanton and cruel outrages I ever heard of was committed by 
Police Officers Colvin and Sweet, on the person of the Reverend John Mulligan. 
[Damages one thousand dollars were given in a civil action, but nothing collected. 
In the criminal prosecution they were found guilty, and fined $50 each, a mockery 
of justice that called forth from Mr. Bryant, through the Evening Post,- on the 

of equality, a paternal govenunent, and justice, and encourage vice by the successfol example of the knave ? 
In the N. Y. Evening Post, Feb. 7) 18S7, we find the Barker, Hyatt, Lambert, Wetmore, Brown and other 
rascally impostures of the day admirably exposed. " We have seen them,*' says the writer, " moved by th« 
same wires, and playing upon the same puppets— pledging, hppothecating, and transferring the same worth- 
less bonds— the same worthless notes— the same depreciated stock--«nd oiTering the same bankrupt secu- 
rities—sometimes to bolster up one compuiy, sometimes another— sometimes to forward the secret 
schemes of one speculator, and at others to practise some ziew deception upon the believing public. We 
have seen them dailv and hourly resort to all the miserable shifts and expedients of worthless mendacitj 
to protract the vile deception, and involve more innocent victimi.*' 
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18th of March last, strong, pointed and well merited censures. Major Morris turned 
them out of' the police. The Post having directed its censures at Recorder Tallmadge, 
-was informed that he had been really anxious to have inflicted a far more severe and 
adequate punishment, but that Aldermen Purdy and Vandervoort overruled him. 
Sweet, an active, violent party politician, once belonged to the Custom House, and 
most probably is on pay there now. 

Peter Field, an Inspector whom Mr. Hoyt had removed, testified on oath before 
the Com'rs of Inquiry, in 1841, that Tammany Hall assessed every officer of the Cus- 
toms, a tax for electioneering expenses. One time he (Field) would not pay— oa 
which Egbert 6. Sweet, also an Inspector, said to him ** YouMl be sorry for this**— ■ 
went to a book, tore out a list of the Inspectors, &:c., saying, ** All you damned sons 
of bitches that don*t pay up will be sorry for it. . . . . Ood damn you, I will 
remember you for it.** Soon after this Field was put out. 

That there are such reports made by spies among the Custom House Officers, oa 
printed leaves, and in other curious ways and shapes — ^secret, partial, and often mali- 
cious—can be proved, and their authors shamed, whenever it may become necessary. 

The Commissioners examined Sweet, who at once admitted that the election sub- 
scriptions went to the Tammany Hall Committee — that he had been absent for two or 
three days in succession, electioneering, as had also other officers — and had had an 
altercation with Field—but had not to the best of his recollection and beliefs reported to 
Mr. Hoyt the names of officer^ who did not subscribe to the Tammany subscriptions. 
As a member of Tammany, Sweet voted against Dr. KockwelPs motion for the pro- 
scription of Leggett, 

I have already stated enough to show a most infamous combination against the 
liberties of the country, as stated by jVir. Jefferson — ^the conspirators being professing 
disciples of that eminent statesman. 

Extract of a letter— B. F. Butler to Jesse Hoyt — Albany, January 18, 1821. — 
•» There is every prosjj^ct of a stormy session. The Governor [De Witt Clinton], 
has communicated the documents relative to THE ORGANIZED CORPS, accom- 
panied WITH A VERY ABUSIVE MESSAGE. ThU business wiU injure Mm 
greatly througkotU the Union,* 

I don*t think I shall be an applicant for any thing this winter — certainly not if I can 
get a living without, which I hope may b^ the case.** 

Extract of a letter — Coe S. Downing to S. Swartwout, Collector of the port of 
N. York.— dated Brooklyn, Dec; 16, 1832.—" Permit me to solici^from you a nomi- 
nation for our POLITICAL friend John MacOee for the office of Inspector of 
Customs. Mr. MacGee is personally known to me as a warm POLITICAL friend^ 
and a strinaus advocate of the present administration.** 

* Such are tha ptoiw " bucktail," Mr. Butler's language and sentiments relative to Governor Clinton*s 
MesMge to the Legislature, of the 17th of January, 1821, in which he proved, exposed and condemned the 
''organized and disciplined hostility" of the federal officers, as exhibited in the State Elections— pointed to 
General Joseph 6. Swift, the Surveyor, (who was afterwards tried for fraud as Vice President of the Lif» 
and Fire Insurance Co., in which, though he escaped conviction of crime, he wa» very blameable.) as hav- 
ing instructed the Naval Storekeeper, Decatur, at Brooklyn, [Is it he of the Chemical Bank lobby ?] to or- 
ganize the whole Navy Yard at the State election, presenting " a soene of undue Influence and extraneous 
intrusion revolting to every friend of republican government. A government of influence and corruption,'* 
•aid Mr. Clinton, '' is the worst possible shape which a republican government can assume, because under 
the forms of freedom, it combines the essence of tyranny." " Slavery," he added, " is ever preceded by 
sleep— and the liberti<ts of free states are more frequently prostrated by fraud than by force." Mr. Clinton 
concluded by stating his full persuasion that " when the personal animosities and political agitations of tha 
times are buried in oblivion, he should be considered by impartiial posterity as having endeavored to deserve 
-well of the republic by his conduct on this occasion." 

Never was a position better sustained by evidence. It has been long before the people. But the evil is 
xnncb on the inqrease. 

Col. John Decatur to Collector Swan^wout. 

Portsmouth, May 4, 1829.— Dear Sir— This will be handed to you by my particular friend Mr. John Blunt, 
lately a resident of this town. In making you acquainted with Mr. Blunt, I take much pleasure. He is a 
gentleman who has been extensively engaged in business in this place, and in my oflicial duties, as late 
Naval Storekeeper, have been daily engaged with ^im in mercantile transactions. For a number of yeara 
Mr. Blunt has supplied our Navy Yard, and I have at all times found him prompt, energetic, and faithful in 
the performance of his contracts ; and wAere it possible for Mr. B. to reside with us, I know of no man 
whom I would sooner select to the first oflioe in my gift. For the last four years he has actively and openly 
advocated the t^laims of our present worthy chief magistrate, and the reputation maintained by Mr. Blunt has 
been such in this section of the country, that we trust his talents have not been engaged unsuccessfully. 
Should it be necessary to have oa assistant editor, to aid Mr. Noah in warding off the malignant shafts of tha 
coaHtumpartyy which wiU be made on you, in consequence of the general sweep which I presume you intend to wtaka 
M your officef I know of no more suitable man than this said Cod of mine, and I therefore request that you 
will add one more obligation I am already under, by giving him an appointment in the Custom House. 

Yours with esteem and affection. DECAT JK. » 
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Extract of ft letier— Richard Comwell, Brooklyn, Dec. 20, 1832, to the same — 
** Permit me to introduce to you my friend Mr. John MacGee, and solicit from you 
the favor of obtaining the appointment of one of the Inspectors of Customs for said 
port. Mr. MacGee is a gentleman ol good moral character, industrious habits, and 
in my opinion calculated to make a useful oflScer in your department. From his 
appearance in public life — and that is coeval with his age — he has been a firm and 
uniform supporter of democratic principles^ and especially in support of our present 
administration— and IT IS TO HIS EXERTIONS, as much as to any other indi- 
viduaU THAT KING'S COUNTY STANDS AS HIGH AS SHE DOES in the 
polii ical family of the state.^^ 

Here is a very fair specimen of the system by which Mr. Van Buren and Mr* 
Butler control our el^tions. Mr. John MacGee is sent to receive his pay for ex- 

f^enditure in lungs and labor in King's County, While the worthy citizens of Wil- 
iamsburgh and Brooklyn were admiring the almost superhuman exertions of Pat- 
riot MacGee, and his long cherished love of Jackson and Van Buren, he was think- 
'ing of the $1500 salary he would gain by it» the perquisites, and how loiig he 
could keep them. No doubt the Brooklyn folks, in Nov. 1834, thought that they 
had decided the election. Quite a mistake ! Mr. MacGee, as much as any liv* 
ing man had turned the scale — and a Commissioner to help to distribute the stock 
of the Atlantic Bank hands him a draft on the Custom House, in full of his patri« 
otism, where it was duly honored. 

If the administration of the day can create offices by the thousand, needed and 
not needed, pay the incumbents out of the proceeds of taxation, and put up places 
of $1,000 to $20^000 as prizes to be gained by tl\e basest conduct of which poiili- 
cians can be guilty, neither life nor freehold will be safe to an owner — ^fraud and 
villainy will triumph, and our country be degraded among the nations. Freemen 
see to It. 



CHAPTER XIX. 



Ulshoeffer of the Evening Post — his letter to Hoyt — espionage among democrats^ 
Rosef Oamisst Shourt, Winship, Boggs, Eirk, Grossy dfc. WesterveWs pickings, 
SwartwouVs stealings, *' Democrats of our stamp" Jeromus Johnson, B. J, 
Merserole. Abraham Le Foy. The Morning News, Burr, Mexico, Swartwoutf 
and place hunting, . 

If any one had told me five years ago, that Henry Ulshoeffer, brother to the 
Judge, and one of the editors of the Evening Post, had stooped to slander his 
neighbors behind their backs, to their injury, collect the scandal of the hour for 
Mr. Hoyt, listen to the private conversation of his friends at the dinner table, and 
note it down seciretly for the Collector, I would not, could not have credited it. 
But I have copied the following extraordinary memoranda, from the original, in 
the- well-known hand of the subscriber to it, who had been a clerk employed in 
Ward and Hoyt's office, and afterwards had an $800 sinecure clerkship in the 
Custom House. In those days when religious majorities governed the world, for- 
tunate was he vrhaprofessed the creed of the ppwers that were. Equally fortu- 
nate is that lawyer now whose politics have no variance from those of the '* regu- 
lar democrats," banded together to dispense the patronage of the country among 
D;;/* themselves* 

De Peyster, who told the young butcher's ancestor that Mr. Van Buren " was a 
damned little rascal," suffered' a loss of $1095 per annum in his rent-roll. What 
happened the conservative who exclaimed — " Who the devil is Mr, Hoyt — who 
ever heard of him 1" I do not know. The cartman for the Post was installed into 
office, under the ** judicious tariff" of George A. Wasson.' Ricard, the " mere 
drone," and the poor clerk who was said to be << the rankest whig breathing," 
were ignorant that an informer had undermined them. Mr. Ulshoeffer adopted^ 
in practice Mr. L. Hoyt's convenient rule of injuring people keeping them the 
while in the dark. 
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Addreis— * Jesse Hoyt, Esq.* Endorsement— '* Memorandums of H'y. Ulshoeffer relative to sundry appli- 
cations for office.— 17th March, 1838." 

"MEMORANDUM OF H. ULSHOEFFER." 

" George W. Rose, has laid before you an application for Clerkship in doors, or the office of Inspectoff 
whichever shall appear to be at your disposal. I have already stated to you (and I now repeat it for your 
remembrance) that he is related to me as nephew (by a sister.) He has mostly resided in the seventh ward, 
Mrhere he kept a ship-chandler's store, as successor to my eldest brother, George Ulshoeffer, (they were 

fiaitners at his death. My brother, in his Will, directed Mr. Rose to go on with the business and pay to my 
lather and mother the full value of the stock at the time of his decease, for their future comfort. Before 
lie accomplished this he became insolventj but acted with good faith to his grand-parents and paid them for 
the stock (the balance due at his failure being small.) He then procured a release from his creditors by 
fpreat exertions, and with the aid of some friends went into the Grocery business in Cherry street, which 
made ' both ends meet,' apparently. Last May he removed his store into Coenties' Slip, and took a part- 
ner, and attempted to do a better business— but the change that came over the business community overset 
all his calculations, and he has been wasting his means ever since in necessary expenses. To crown all 
his misfortunes, his store took fire the early p|irt of March, and his whole stock was lost. Though the 
stock was covered by insurance, it had been procured mostly upon credit, and must be paid for ; and even 
if it had been otherwise the prospect of doing business for a long while is but a hopeless one. Trade is not 
likely to revive for a considerable period— and Mr. Rose thinks he must finally give up. Under these cir- 
cumstances, Mr. Rose wishes to withdraw from his business, and take such an appointment as will afford 
liim a livelihood for a few years. 

Uei* a Democrat of our Mtamp—ia pertinacious in argument, and of good education. In the Seventh Ward, 
Ae breasted the storm of Whiggery in 1834, and suflTered in his business some on that account. As to his 
-qualifications, I will assure you he is fit for any of the clerkships in doors— he writes a good hand— is good 
at figures and calculations. As to an out door appointment he is far superior to many who are now in 
office. This I well know. Mr. Rose has a wife and one child— and 4s abot^t SO years of age. 

As I have befoce said to you personally, this is an affair which I feel an interest it— and if you can a^ 
point him you will cdnfer another favor (among others) on me, as well as him. It wiU also rai»e m« m Me 
*steem of our famOy, who affect to believe there is no chance for him. 

My brother the Ju4^e, Mr. Jordan aud others, have doubtless spoken to you on this subject. 

Joseph Gabn iss, with whom I have been acquainted for years, is applying for the office of Inspector. 
He is about 33 years of age, and was formerly a clerk of Colemar Uie Crockery Dealer in Broadway, where 
your wife has purchased Chinai ware frequently. 

Garniss boards with my mother-in-law, and has for several years. He boards In John street (2d ward.) 
I know him well->^Ai# soh'ttc* are <^ the right hind. Every day at dinner Garniss and I have a regular con- 
versation with tlie Whigs at table, and I have found him firmly and enthusiastically attached to the ad- 
ministration. 

Although I hwe mo pertmud interest in his application, I know of no young man I could more cordially 
ncommend to your notice, both on account of liis politics and capacity. I place him only next to Mr. Rose 
ia the interest I feel in his.application. Owing to change in trade and the necessity of economizing, Mr. 
Colemar was obliged to dismiss Mr. Garniss, and every department seems to be filled in other places where 
be has sought for employment. 

He is a single man. 

Jambs Monsob Winship, a young inan, 10 years of age, applies for a Clerkship. He is son of Daniel 
Wlnshtp, butcher of Fulton Market, and resides in the 17th ward. He is of cottrse a Democraij as I know 
from repeated conversations. Yon have seen him at your house, and can judge somewhat of his merits. 
As to my own knowledge of his capacity, 1 can say no more than that I believe him to be qualified for 
«ome situation of small salary. His father has eotdrihuted liberaOif in money to the Democratie partyt «mK 
it wonU he seeming a large ftumiv interest for the aimimstrationf if the appointment could te made. 

Geobge W. Shoubt wanU the place of Cartman to the Public Store in Nassau street. As he has seen 
you on the subject, and you know his politics, you can form an opinion of his merit, and the expediency 
of doing what he wishes. He has for some time been the Cartman of the Evening Post, carrying daily the 
mail papers to the Post Office. He is a 15th warder, and you can take care of lum without any urging 
from me. 

Ebmund J. Gboss is an applicant for the place of Inspector. He is of the 10th ward. Of course he is a 
Democrat. I introduced him to you one day in your office In Wall street. He is a married man of about 
45 years of are, judging from his i4>pearance. He is a respectable man, and.would, I have no doubt, fill the 
place creditably. He relies much on my influence in this business, but I have no partumlai' interest in hit 
•emaMcoHon. 

WILLIAM J. Boocs is an applicant for the appointment of Inspector. I am well acquainted with him— 
knov his politics to be thorough Democratic— Kna as he depends a great deal on what I s^y to you, I will be 
«andid enough to say that the letters he has laid before you, signed by Mr. Cambreleng, Colonel Johnson 
and others, although entitled to great weight, ought not to be conclusive. He took great interest in Mr. 
Coe's application for the Collectorship, and wrote letters to Washington in his behalf, and with Ely Moore 
and others, endeavored to defeat your appointment. 

He is at present a letter-carrier in the Post Office, and though I at one timefeU disposed to do all I cmtldfor 
Ami, some things have induced me not to urge vou strongly in .his favor. He is in the 10th wajid— and 
Jias a family. Mr. Coddington can teU you about him. 

The above applicants are all new ones. 

Of those who are aiready in the Custotn House I will speak as follows : 

James Westbrvslt is a Weigher, and has spoken to me about his situation. He Is thoroughly loeo-foco, 
and ought not to be removed. There is no objection to his being retained that I know of. He has been in 
office i^out eighteen months. 

Peter Covtant is an Inspector, and has been in office about a year and an half. I know him well. He 
is one of the firmest of our party. Old Gilbert Coutant ia his uncle. He has been persecuted formerly by the 
Whigs, and had to abandon his business in consequence. He ought to be retained by all m^aos. He is 
son-in-law of Daniel Winship. ^ 

Thomas Kirk* is a Weigher, and now in office. He has not spoken a word to me on the subject of nls 
being retained, but I cannot omit the opportunity, while I am making these memorandum^t of recommend- 
ing, cordially, his reappointment. 

* Kirk was removed by Van Ness, but, being a strong friend of Van Buren, was soon restored ^o offio« hf 
lAwrence. He is now an Inspector. 
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He is a fine old gentleman, of oar politics ; and has been a constant visitor at the office of the Evemng 
Ptt. where he frequently discourses on politics— and, of course, his opinions are well known to Bryant 
and myself. He was once of the firm of Kirk and Mercein, Booksellers of this city. 

Joseph Dbbtfous is now an Inspector, and wishes to be transferred to the Prench floor in the Public 
Store in Nassau street, where the pay is the same as he now gets, and which change would enable him (on 
account of greater convenience in the hours of business) to pay some attention to other nuUtertt an(2 make Ms 
ueewM better— OT rather enable him to instruct his ^children in some branches of education. In this store h» 
■would be attendant upon the appraisers. , .. .^. , . _, ^ . 

Knowing his politics to be desidedly Democratic^ I would recommend, if nothing interfered m your opinion^ 
his transfer to the Public Store. He is a good judge of French articles, and might be of service in that 
department. 

Among those who are opposed to the administration, and in ofiice, there is A. S. DbPetstbb, (weigher.)- 
He is a thorough Whig, but has urged some Democrats ^ speak to you for him. Look out for him ! '. 

He told Mr.Daniel Winshipthat "Mr. Van Burenwas a dam'd little rascal," or words to that efiTect— 
mud this too very recently. ' , „ ^ . , 

Samubl B. FLEMiNG is a Conservative Democrat of the rankest sort. He was a strenuous advocate for 
Coe's appointment to the Collectorship— and said before you was nominated, **'Who the devil is Mr. Hoyt T 
Who ever heard of him 1" &c. , , ^ 

Hbmby K. Fbost, a Clerk, I know to be the rankest Whig breathing, and ought to be removed without 
BciTuple. 

Gbobob Rigabd, an Inspector, has been in ofiSce several years, and is, I understand, in good pecunianr 
circumstances, and could live without the office. He is fro^i the 10th ward. He scarcely ever attends our 
meetings, and is, in apolitical point of view, a mere drone. 

Let him be removed ! 

Henbt w*****t, an Inspector, w a drunken beast, and notwithstanding his politics, he ought to be re- 
moved. This is public sentiment wherever he is known. Any one in the tenth ward will say so."- 

[Here ends the Ulshoeffer Memoranda.] 

Mr. Ulshoeffer's ne]phew, Rose, who " is a democrat of our stamp/' and << breast- 
ed the storm of whiggery/' had an office, and his uncle "^as "raised in the* 
esteem" of the House of Ulshoeffer. The crockery-man's clerk where Mrs. Hoyjt 
bought her china, I know nothing of. '* A large family interest was secured for 
the administration" by giving the butcher's boy a " situation of small salary." As 
Kirk's politics were endorsed by *' Bryant and myself,'^ after daily discourses at the 
bureau of the Post, he kept in the saddle. Whether the Israelite, Dreyfous, was- 
transferred to the French floor I have not heard — but it is very probable, as " his 
politics were decidedly democratic." W. J. Boggs, tho' " thoroughly democratic," 
was no favorite. Him' he turned over to Coddington.' 

James Westervelt, the weigher, was reported to be " thoroughly loco.foco" — ^and 
was retained. 

I do not know the man, but by reference to Mr. Reyburn, Presidept of tho St» 
Patrick's Society, N; Y.'s evidence before the Commission, July 9, 1841, page 
638, No. 212 Congress documents, it will appear that this Westervelt, not content 
with $1500 easily earned from government, mulcted the merchants heaviiy^ where' 
he had the chance. If the law gives a measurer or weigher a certain number of 
days to make returns to the Custom House, and the merchant wishes sooner to- 
learn the weight or measure, as often happens, he must pay a heavy bribe, com- 
pensation, or fee ([call it what you will) for the information. Mr. Reyburn received 
about 98 tons of iron by a Glasgow vessel— asked Westervelt for a copy of his re-- 
turn of the weight, and obtained it on paying a few cents less than twenty dollars ! 
I could have made a copy in about as many minutes. If a measurer is asked for a 
copy of the weight of a quantity of coal, the by-fee is $5. Well inay Mr. R. ex- . 
claim that this is "very demoralizing!" Why, there is no more use for 17 
measurers at $1500 a year each, nor for any on^ of them, than there is for 17 
chaplains to read morning prayers in the barge office — it is merely a poor pretext 
for rewarding 17 MacGees, Westervelts, Purdys, Spicers, and Ogsburjrs — " active 
politicians," or their friends. Secretary Ewing or Forward, reported in favor of 
abolishing these sinecures, but the difficulties in Mr. Tyler's cabinet caused his^ 
resignation. Mr. W^ker's forte would rather lie in increasing such patrohage thau 
lessening it. 

The family of Ulshoeffer, as has been seen, kept ohe eye steadily fixed on their 
own interest. Jeromus Johnson, member of Congress, Appraiser, and <' democrat 
of our stamp," did not seriously differ from them in his views of Custom House 
Republicanism. 

Jeromus Johnson was a sort of a pillar in Tammany. I think I remember him 
as a legislator on ** the regular" ticket as far back as 1812. In 1822 he was chair* 
man of the Committee of the Assembly to which the North River and Fultoa 
Bank charters were referred — ^but whether he approved of the Commissioners who. 
gave Alderman Rathbone $500,000 in stock, by which he cleared $74,000 with- 
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cm much outlay, I have forgotten. I presume he did, for he is a rotten reed— very. 
Mr. Van Buren knew his man, and he baited a political hook with an appraiser 'a 
office ; hung it up in the ceiling of the House of Representatives to make Jeromus vote 
straight when he went to Congress. Jerome kept his eye upon the bait — was in due 
time nominated an appraiser, though he had been a conservative and sie^ned the Tall* 
madge pledge. General Jackson and Mr. Van fiuren had denounced the practice* 
of tempting Congressmen from the honest and impartial discharge of their duty, 
by holding up b^ore their eyes embassies abroad, and lucrative offices at home if 
they would become mere creatures of the executive. Yet the recollection of the 
unblushing effrontery with, which such bribes were given from 1829 to 1841, is 
enough to sicken the soul of a true patriot. <' Will, you remove the deposits to the 
pets ?" quoth Jackson to Duane. " Not a dollar," replied the secretary. " Will you 
^resign, and I'll bargain with a secretary who will ?" said the president. " Fll not 
hudge an inch from my duty, bat you can dismiss me, you know," answered the 
faithful minister. << Will you take the Russian embassy and retire T' was the next 
question—but $9,000 a year of a sinecure, and $9,000 in a present to start with*. 
had no charms for Duane. He had to be removed— and the supple Taney became 
a pliable tool in the hands of Van Buren. 

Jeromus Johnson was not of the Duane school — he became an appraiser — had to 
sign appraisements he never saw, or quit f^ even Hoyt declared he had no confi- 
dence m such a set of appraisers as Johnson, Lounsberry, &c., nor is it to be won- 
dered at. Johnson had been a regular signer of recommendations for office, to 
Washington, the N. Y. P. 0., Custom House, &c. Here is a specimen— one of 
Cambreleng's " old and active politicians," pressing for his pay. 

"New York, 30 April, 1829.— The Collector of the Port of New York. 
Sir— Mr. James Maurice, AN OLD AND ACTIVE POLITICIAN desires a 
station in our Custom House, and is worthy of THE .PATRONAGE of government. 

C. C. CAMBRELENG. 
I fully concur in the above. W. SEAMAN." 

" Mr. Maurice is a Republican of the old school, and a warm and devoted friend 
to Gen. Jackson. 

JEROMUS JOHNSON— JOHN HILLYER— M. M. NOAH." 



Here is another wonderful document — 
New York, April 2f9th, 1829. To S. Swartwout, Esq. "We the undersigned 
subscribers doo recommend Abraham Meserole as a very suitable person for one of 
the Custom House Inspectors, and would gladly se him appointed, knowing him too 
allways having been a warm supporter of Gen'l Jackson. 

M. M. NOAH, JEREMIAH DODGE, 

H. ECKFORD, JEROMUS JOHNSON." 

WILLLAJVL S. COE, 

Imihediateiy below this, is the following rare and curious request, on the same 
sheet and page of paver, • 

" Dear Sir — ^When you have leasure, and take up the numerous applications for 
offices in the Custom house department, I make this memorandom FOR FEAR IT 
MAY ESCAPE YOUR MEMORY, THAT MR. ABRAHAM MESEROLE IS A 
NEPHEW OP MINE. His brother Bernard the Alderman of the 10th Ward, wa^ 
a candidate for the office I fill, supported by a strong petition of Jackson's friends 
. —would take it as a particular favour, 03?- IF THERE IS A VACANCY AFTER 
REMEMBERING YOUR RELATIVES, .O if you would give him a commission. 

Yours truly, JEROMUS JOHNSON.'' 

The Meseroles were in luck. In 1840, we find B. J. an appraiser. Jerome 
also wanted his soq in, and the Commission of 1841, contains a detail of other- 
queer transactions. 

In 1838, Jeromus was a director of the Bank of America, with John Targee, &c.. 

* 8«e Executive Doc. No. SIS H. of R. S7th Cong. 2d Sess. pa«es S33-84. 
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This pet bank, early in 1834, had $369,000 in specie, and its needy or greedy guardi- 
ans, the directors bad borrowed $436,000 of its funds, which, at 3 per cent, a month, 
would bring them $150,000 and more yearly. 

Courteous reader — had you been at the ** Democratic" state convention held in 
the Presbyterian Church, Syracuse, in Sept. 1836, to nominate Martin Van Buren, 
and W. L. Marcy, as President and Governor, Collector Lawrence as State Elector, 
^c, you would have beheld as the New York Custom 'House representation, Wat- 
son £. Lawrence, Elijah F. Purdy, Charles P. Clinch, and Abraham Le Foy, the 
old auctioneer. And you would have seen Governor Marcy proposed for re-election 
by Abraham himself, direct from the barge office. He was hired for this sort of 
work. De Witt Clinton*s Chair at Albany occupied by the nominee of a New York 
Custom House Officer! Friends of State rights where are ye ? 

New York, 31 March 1829. 

Samuel Swartwont, Esq. Respected Sir — ^Presuming that changes will be made in the 
Custom House Department, I take this opportunity of offering myself as a candidate for 
the office of Inspector of the Customs. As to my moral and political character, as well as 
to claims and capability, I beg leave. Sir, to refer you to Mr. John A. Hardenbrook, Judge 
Herttell, Gen. Bogardus, Col. John L. Graham, Col. Wm. L. Morris, Hon. C. P. White, 
whose recommendations I can obtain, together with a majority of the Jackson members of 
the Conunon Council. If appointments are to be made in reference to POLITICAL SER- 
VICES (especially to the Clinton and Jackson cause) and personal AND FAMILY con- 
Mderatums, I think I can satisfy Mr. Swartwout, that I am not deficient in either qualifica- 
tion. I presume that Mr. Swartwout is aware that Henry Abel and Abraham Bowdine^ 
both Custom House Insp.. are mere sha4ows of John Targee. 

ABRAHAM LE FOY. 

Mr. Cornelius W. Lawrence's course in the Custom House, may be guessed from 
the facts stated in this volume. He may talk '' Jefferson,*' but he'll out-Herod Herod 
in the way of political corruption. See if he don*t ! 

In a letter signed by Cornelius W. Lawrence, Thomas Herttell, John Lorimer 
Graham, and George D. Strong, addressed to S. Swartwout, and dated 8th Dec* 
1834, at N. Y — thej say— 

'* Mr. Le Foy from that time to the present has been an active, zealous, and effi- 
cient advocate of democratic principles, .and has very materially aided in sustaining 
the present administration, and we i)elieve that no individual who has been selected 
as an Inspector of the Customs has presented stronger personal or political claims to 
your favorable notice." 

That honest and steady patriot, Wra. M* Price, privileged to plead for the op- 
pressed, according to law, thus adds his testimony, (Dec. 10, 1834.) 

** I am not acquainted with^ny individual virho presents stronger personal ant/ jw- 
Utical claims to your consideration than Mr* Le Foy. 

His appointment would afford great gratification to a great nutfiber of your per- 
conal andpolilical friends, and confer an especial favor on yours truly, 

WILLIAM M. PRICE." 

The N. Y. Morning News is edited by J. L* O'SuUivan, and the establishment is 
upheld as the moutb-{>iece of Messrs. Purdy, Lawrence, Bowne, Allen, Wet- 
more, and the "regular" Tammany Halt clique, who issue their mandates offi- 
cially, over the editorial head. It presented the ludicrous appearance, not long 
since, of Tammany Hall proclamations, signed by Purdy, the Custom House Sur-' 
Teyor, as Chairman of the political club afthat tavern ; and immediately under, in 
thie very same column, the most spiteful attacks on Mr. Van Ness, then collector for 
^^interfering in politics ! 

** The removal of Mr. Van Ness," says the Tammany Hall Committee, thro' the 
Nqws of June 26th, 1845, was "an set of self-defence against a long course of in- 
solent, corrupt, and aggressive interfbrence on the part of the Custom House, in all 
our local politics." The reader will already have seen that a New York Collector is 
a political agent of the powers at Washington, placed in the Custom House at New 
York, for the purpose of aiding in carryings all elections in that vast Commercial 
Capital, whether City, State, or federal, for the party of which his employers are the 
leaders. And yet Messrs. Wetmore, Butler, Bowne, Pnrdy, O'SuUivan & Co., in 
the above manifesto, justify Mr. Van Ness's removal, and the appointment of the 
Old Auctioneer, Lawrence, on the score of political meddling. 
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In the same paper they accuse his brother, General Van Ness, the Washington 
banktr, with supporting Burr. Was not Mr. Van Buren, Burt's clerk ? Was not 
Samuel Swartwout, Burr's agent ? Is not the reflection on Gov. Van Ness a censure 
on Andrew Jackson for appointing Swartwout, knowing that fact, and on President 
Van Buren for continuing him a twelve month after his accession ? 

The history of Col. Burr's attempt to dismember the Union, levy war against his 
country, seize certain foreign possessions, and found in the South and West a new 
empire, more friendly to England than to his own free home, is not new. His trial, 
disgrace, self-banishment, and retirement from political life, are facts well known. 
Samuel Swartwout, who, with Erick BoUman, was arrested in the Burr conspiracy 
times for high-treason, was a steady follower of Burr — and General Wilkinson (I 
quote the Richmond Enquirer of S^t. 1807) testified on Burr's trial at Richmond* 
that Mr. Swartwout, then a bold, manly, athletic youth, was actually concerned in 
the plot. 

General W. swore that Swartwout had called at his head quarters, at Natchi- 
toches, on the 8th of Oct. 1^06, with a letter of introduction from Jonathan Dayton 
of N. J. and that he said he had been in company with Peter V. a son of Matthias 
Ogden, who had proceeded onward to New Orleans. Colonel T. H. Gushing, who 
was with General W. when Mr. S. arrived, having retired for a few minutes, Mr. 
Swartwout slipped fi'om his side pocket, a letter and packet which he said he waa 
charged by Colonel Burr to deliver to him (Gen'l W.) The letter was produced by 
G^n'l W., and was a formal introduction of Swartwout by Aaron Burr, dated at 
Philadelphia in July. The secret communication from Burr to Wilkinson adverted 
to the intended expedition, and referred to Swartwout for further intelligence, who 
[said Gen'l W.,1 stated ** that Col. Burr, supported by a numerous and powerful as- 
sociation, extending from New York to New Orleans, was about to levy an armed 
force of 7000 men, with a view to carry an expedition against the Mexican pro- 
vinces" — that New Orleans was to be seized — ** that naval protection would be had 
from Great Britain-^that he (S) was to meet Col. Burr and General Dayton at 
NASHVILLE, on the 20th of Nov.," &c. The. envelope also covered a letter to 
John Peters, Nashville, and a letter from General Dayton to him (Wilkinson), also 
partly in cypher,, asking " Are you ready ? Are you and your associates ready 1 — 
Wealth and Glory, Louisiana and Mexico," &c. 

C(A. T. H. Cubing of the 2d U. S. Infantry, deposed that he was shown these 
letters by the General, the momin£^ after Mr. S. arrived. As to Messrs. Burr and 
Dayton's autographs there could atueast be no mistake — they were well known. 

On the 26th ofDec^ previous to the trial, Gen'l W. made affidavit at New Orleans 
to the leading: facts, and swore that he believed that Swartwout and Ogden were 
parties to an msurrection against the laws of the U. S. — and the General's appoint- 
ments in Canada, &c., afterwards, are the best possible proofs that Jefferson, Madi- 
son, and their friends in Va# fully believed him. 

The newspapers of N.,Y. reported that Mr. S. had assassinated the General for 
thus testifying, but he was too brave to do. that. He challenged him, and when 
Wilkinson replied *< that h^ held no correspondence with Traitors or Conspirators,'* 
he posted him as a /reacAerous, perjured poltroon. 

Major Morgan Neville, of Cincinnati,- the bosom friend of S. was a Burr man in 
these days. He married a niece of Capt. Heth of Richmond, one of Burr's securi- 
ties. Neville and Swartwout and Andrew Jackson were early friends. Last war 
all the Swartwouts fought well. Samuel married Miss Alice Ann Cooper, in New 
York, in Dec'r, 1814. He was a primitive Jacksonian, and called the first Jackson 
meeting ever held at Tammany. H!e toasted Jackson as '* an honest man and a 
hero," adroitly secured the interest of Ex-President Monroe and of his nephew, 
S. L. Gouvemeur — kept his eye steady on the Coilectorship, as lesser place-hunters 
do on lesser offices — talked ot patriotism and thought of place — ^got it— carried off 
or allowed to be embezzled, a million and a quarter of dollars, and is now said to 
be very poor. When Hull was employed, government were at fault — He was too 
old. Had he been shot after trial, as justly sentenced to be, other incapable or 
feeble officers, who did much mischief last war, would have been kept out of the 
way. So with Swartwout. A ruined speculator and his comrades ought never to 
have had the Customs — nor ought his crimes to have been passed over, by collusion, 
as they were. He was keen and knowing, and, two to one is only acting the poor 
bankrupt. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Swartwout and Texas — How Texas got settled, John Y, Mason^s speculations, A. 
Swartwout memoir suggested, Swartwout and Van Buren, Tammany Hall and 
Van Ness, Inspectors sent from Albany, Corrupt political appointments — J, Af. 
Wheeler, Sfc, The Custom House Divan* Old Job Furman, Surveyor Attwood^ 

Major Swartwout was a shrewd, artful man, and as }ie had got a powerful 
position hy ministering to the great man above him — ^he resolved to keep it by 
studying his humor. That Jackson was resolved to have Texas, and not ill-disposed 
to receive a still larger slice of Mexico, he knew far better than his neighbors-— and 
having no money of his own, he applied that of the public to the settlement of 
Texas. In due time much more will be brought to light — ^meantime the following 
letters will speak for themselves— they need no comment : 

Collector Swartwout, New York, to Col. Frost Thorn, Nacogdoches, Texas. 

New York, November 11, 1835. 
Dear Sir — Gtneral John Y, Mason, has been requested, by me, to deposit with 
you a certificate of grant of eleven leagues of land in Texas, which T pur- 
chased from him, and which he has kindly agreed to procure to be recorded at 
Nacogdoches, and get the commissioner to name, a surveyor for. I have also siven 
James Morgan a letter or order to receive the same, which order I will thank you 
to honor on presentation, as Mr. Morgan is to locate the same for me, and is a citizea 
of Texas. 

Collector Swartwout, New York, to Col. Frost Thorn, Nacogdoches, Texas. 

New York, 11 February, 1836. 

My Dear Sir— I received a draft from you yesterday for 1000 dollars at 60 daj^s^ 
which was promptly accepted, but th^re was no letter of advice accompanying it. 
This I regret, as I do not know what it is for, although I presume it is intended for 
the Texian cause. If so, please to inform me by return post — General Mason leaves 
this for Nacogdoches tomorrow morning. He goes on for the purpose of locating- 
his grants, I have requested him to speak to you about Carahalls business, about 
which I will thank you to write me ; I have paid your third draft, or rather my third 
note due 28lh January. My interests are now very large in Texas, and I pray you 
do all you can to sustain Mason. You must not forget that we who have hitherto 
purchased and paid for our lands were in a great degree, the cause of your getting- 
so many gallant men into your country. I received a newspaper of your place of 
the 2d January, this morning, and thank you for it. We all feel that Texas is now 
Independent, But my dear %ir, do not let your new govl^rnment run into extrava- ' 
gancies, let them confirm all the land grants, and it will give confidence to those 
who may become purchasers, or residents hereafter. , Let them decree that holders 
in the states shall have their rights preserved, and they will increase the value of 
their public domain. Let them also authorize foreigners or people in the states and 
in Europe, to hold real estate as if they were on the soil. Nothing would so far 
give character to your country. 

As you are an old and respected citizen, your advice ought to have weight. 
Therefore speak. 

Do my dear friend let me hear from you what is my atogue now worth, that is 
when you shall have made and maintained your independence ? Write me all aboui 
that and other matters — 

Believe me very sincerely yours, SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

As far as I can learn their early history, the brothers Swartwout began life as 
working painters. They kept an oil, paint, and dye-stufi" store in New York, at the 
commencement of the war of 1812, and behaved very well in that contest. Their 
biography— the good and the bad of it— if they would entrust their papers to some 
able and discreet frjend — would be a very interesting, curious, and pleasant volume. 
Ot life, they tasted much of the bitterness — much of its sweets — the romance and 
the' std reality-^he pains and the pleasures. Look at S. Swartwout's letter to- 
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Hqyt, of March, 1829. He would be the man for a family biographer — if as candid 
to the public as he was there to Jesse. 

Texas has done more for northern politicians than people are aware of. It upheld 
Swartwout — ^raised Lawrence, Morris, Marcy, Ritchie, &c. — and is in the mouth of 
-every office-beggar of note who enters Washibgton, save and except a few of 
Mr. Van Buren's folks, who went on t' other tack to catch votes in their particular 
localities. 

Mr. Van Buren* tried to get one of his creatures injo the Custom House in 1829, 
t)ut Swartwout outgeneraled him— this cauised a coolness, but it did not last long. A 
mutual friend persuaded them to dine with him, bury the hatchet, and play into each 
other's hands. They did so^and after that John Targee and his folks began to have 
an influence and get their friends appointed to snug berths. Next year Swartwout got 

mad at Van Buren, quarreled ^ith and called him " a d d contemptible, little mon- 

key'' — all of which the latter forgave and politely invited the former to serve out his 
term. 

Messrs. Lawrence, Wetmore, Purdy, O'Sullivan, &c., seem to have cherished far 
more affection for Hoyt and Swartwout than for Van Ness, of whom they say in the 
number of the News I have quoted, that " when in town he spends a much less num- 
ber of hours in his o0ice than any of his predecessors have done ; and that during 
those hours he is with much difficulty accessible to merchants — busily employed, we 
suppose, in turning yound and round the wheel of appointments — in a somewhat su- 
perfluous regulation of the politics of 9 ward-^or a menacing inquisition into the re- 
ported disaffection of a trembling inferior."! 

** There will not be very many changes in the Custom House till the fall elections," 
«aid a confidential friend of Mr. Lawrence, to nie, a few days since. »• Those who do 
their duty then will assuredly not be forgotten." 

John W. Wheeler, an Inspector under Messrs. Hoyt and Swartwout was removed 
by Mr. Curtis. Mr. Van Ness reinstated him. His original recommendation to 
Swartwout was signed by John Lovett and his colleague, as aldermen of the 13th 
ward. They told the Collector to ** place him in a situation to render much service 
to the party" — and represented him as *' having been long known to us as ONE OF 
THE MOST EFFICIENT ELECTIONEERERS IN OUR WARD, in support 
of General Jackson apd fhe State." 

If such appointments as this are not treason against society, what can be ? Is 
this the John W. Wheeler who voted in 1835 for Dr. Rockwell's motion at Tam- 

* There was evidently the beat possible understanding established between Mr. Swartwout and the Alba- 
ny Regency as early as 1835, for m that year and 1836, Marcy, Wright, Croswell, J. Van Buren, Coriling, 
Ac, are liberal in their letters to him, recommending candidates for his Hospital. Seymour and many oth- 
ers thus got places. On the 23d of March, 1836, Edwin Croswell (the Argus) recommends Bamum Whipple 
to his "most favorable consideration"— assures him that his (W.'s> " pecuniary circumstances render it 
peculiarly desirable at this time" that he should be admitted into Swartwout's Poor House— and thus sums 
up his character—" His poUtical gudlificaium* are equally unquestionable j being a.uniform Republican of the 
Old School." 

Mr. Attorney General Van Buren thus endorses Whipple on the same sheet : 

" Samuel Swartwout, Esq.— ^ear Sir— I fully concur in the foregoing {CroswelPs] recommendation of 
€apt. Whipple, and as he is a very clever fellow, to boot, I hope you will be able to do what he asks. 

*^ *^ . Yours truly, J. VAN BUREN. 

Albany, March 23rd, 1836." 

Of course, S. S. could not resist " a very clever fellow," backed by a V. Buren an4 a Croswell. W. was 
duly installed as Inspector, at $1096 a year— his duties beirig, emplbyed I presume, on the political side of 
the department, for which his "poWicoZ qua]ifications".and " uniform" step in the ranks of fasnion at Albany, 
liad doubtless prepared him. I believe he chews his oats quietly, for I never saw him any where conjuga- 
ting the verb " to do," except in the nation's biennial bl^e book— head " Salaries." 

t " We have seen," continues ihe Nttos^ " numbers of sound and respectable Democrats, with families de- 
pendant for bread on their places, actually turned abruptly out, without the slightest hnpeachment, or pos- 
sible impeachment, of their faithful performance of their duties ; while great numbers have been retain- 
ed or appointed, both of Whigs and persons fairly entitled to be termed the scum of our population, skimmed 

up from the pot-houae, the brothel, the gambling table and the fighting ring When has it ever 

before been known, under any other administration of the Custom House, that a ship master, receiving an 
Inspector on board, has actually, from the notoriety of the bad character of the latter, set one of his crew to 
watch him, while he sent to the proper office to insist on having another officer to discharge his cargo ?" 

The scum of socie^, " skimmed up from the pot-house, the brothel, the gambling table, and the fighting 
ring"— the noforioiM inspector and the "vagabond rowdies" remain in office under Lawrence. Very few of 
them have been moved ; yet Wetmore, Purdy, Tammany, and the News are silent as the grave ! All they 
desired was the removal of Van Ness, the control of the merchants, the fingering of the cash, and the com- 
mand of " the organized corps." Every Congressman- elect of the State and party— every congressional 
district in Ohio, New York, and Michigan, petitioned Mr. Polk to remove Van Ness. This, readez^is orgaA- 
Axed Van Buxenism. 
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many Ha]], denouncing Wm. Leggett and proscribing the New Yorl& £?ening 
Post?* 

Duly endorsed as **a warm supporter," by M. M. Quaclcenboss, one of the 
Collector's bail, Mr. ]\icCorkell comes forward to be recompensed for bis " sacrifice 
of time and money. $1095 a year, and perquisites, are my price, quoth Mr» 
lyicCorkell. 

** To S. Swartwout, Esq. April 13, 1829. 

Sir — ^Having always been a Kepublioan, and, having zealously advocated the 
Election of Andrew Jackson to the Presidency — for the advancement of which I liave 
made much sacrifice of time and money'^1 feel myself entitled to present my claims 
before you, confident that vou will do justice to me, (thongh but an humble individ- 
ual,) who have worked in the same good cause in which you have acted so conspicu- 
ous and successful a part. 

I ask respectfully to be appointed one of the Inspectors of the Customs for this 
port"— &:c. CHARLES McDERMOT. 

John Morris, '* an ardent and capable politician," applied for his share of the 
spoils to Collector Swartwout, iq 1831, immediately after the close of his /(Mor- 
ris's) political exertions at the fall election of that year. He was recommended by 
the signatures of John Yates Cebra,. Daniel Jackson, C. P. White, Cha's Henry 
Hall, Walter Bowne, and Jeromus Johnson. Alderman Cebra wrote his friend 
Swartwout as follows :— "New York, Nov. 21^ 1831. — Mr. Morris has for sev- 
eral years been one of our most active and efficient Jackson republicans in the 
first ward— ani is now ACTIVELY AND ZEALOUSLY engaged with ««."t 

* Here are more specimens. 

To S. Swartwout, Ac. S8 April, 1829.—" I have been throvghont deeidediy Jacksonian. 

ISAAC McSAW.»» 

" Mr. Isaac McGaw, who wishes the pla^ » of Inspector, is. as I understandi an -original friend of ours. 

J. OAKLEY." 

** The Targee dynasty has long enough filled these offices with brolcen down politicians, Ac 

GEO. W. WILSON." 

Samuel Swartwout, Esq.— Dear Sir— Mr. George S. Messerore of the 11th Ward is an applicant for th» 
appointment of Inspector of Customs. Mr. M. has been a stron/c party mant apd is at present an ardent 
tupporter of the present general and state admmistrtaionSf and 1 have no doubt lus appointment would give gen- 
eral satisfaction. WALTER BOWNE. 

New York, April SO, 1835. 

Extract from the application of John I. Moore of Flatbush for office, dated April 30, 1829. [His petition 
was endorsed by Ab'm. M. Valentine, 6. M. Fitch, &c.]— " Your petitioner has always acted with the re« 
publican party. And for the considerations aforesaid [that ^nd his grand^father's patriotism] he does sin- 
cerely hope and trust that he- may now, IN SOME MEASURE BE REWARDED, with a small situation, by~ 
this just and enlightened administration." 

. New York, 28 April. 1829. 
To the Collector of the Port of New York.— Sir— The bearer, Mr. Benj. C. Burdett, WAS ZEALOUSLY 
ENGAGED IN OUR LATE CONTEST, and deserves the appointment he siflictu, which I understand to be 
that of an Inspector. . I am, &c. C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[To the same.]— New York, 22d May 1829. 
*« Sir- Havmg been during the late Presidential contest AN ACTIVE AND ZEALOUS FRIEND of Gen- 
eral Jackson, AND HAVING DONE MY UTMOST in his support, I take the liberty of solicitins: from you 
the appointment of an Inspector of the Customs for thi^ city ARCH. McCORKELL." 

This civil request is favorably endorsed on the back by Campbell P. and Robert White, James McBride^ 
Al'm. Bell, & Co., Ogden, Ferguson, & Co., d»c. . Cbmment is surely useless. 

t Francis B. Fitch was, in 1826, a lottery-office keeper in Wall street, and had been a partner of Jpna- 
ihan Rathbone. It so happened that his was the first name called on the jury on the dfst trial of 
Jacob Barker, Wm. P. Rathbone, Mark Spencer, Joseph G. Swift, George W. Brown,' and their colleagues, 
for a conspiracyto defraud the public, m the matter of " the Life and Fire," Fulton and Tradesmen** 
Banks, &c. Mr. Maxwell objected to Fitch, that he was implicated, and had an interest contrary to jus- 
tice, tiirough his connection with Castle Garden, Antoine Malapar's Marble Bank, and the Life and Fire 
Company, and that he was a non-resident. Triers were appointed, Fitch sworn a juror, the jury did not 
agree— (although the next jury did)— and the next we hear of Fitch is in the Blue Book, as one of Major 
Swartwout's '' organized corps" of Inspectors, with excellent " political qualifications," as Cromwell would 
say. Jesse Hoyt and B. F. Butler contendea, as counsel for the accused, tiiat' Fitch was the right sort of 
Vi'or— but, as Collector and District Attorney, these worthy functionaries were prepared to degrade the- 
whole mercantile body of New York as unfit to sit as jurors in the courts of their country. 

As a specimen of the practice in the New York Custom House, let me refer to one of Mr. Hoyt*8 secret 
books, noting the results of a meeting of the heads, and their informers and advisen. 

1st ward— Now in office.— W. F. Boyle— Henry Leveley. In the opposition. IL John Everett— conser- 
Tative— with us now.— 6th ward. Jos. Dreyfous, "conservative, now with us" — "a great mistake-— 
mm!."- 8th vrard. John C. Neibuhr, clerk— R. C. Morris— both doubtful— never at a meeting of the ward 
oefore the last. Robert S. Newby, clerk, voted the democratic ticket. John J. Earle, conservative, but 
with us now.— 9th ward.-;«Jo8eph Gideon, do. do.— Wm. Cairaes, lukewann. iBaac Blazome, doubtfoL. 



▲N ARMY or DEHAOOOTJES— FRANCIS P. BLAIR. 87 



CHAPTER XXI. 

An army of Demagogues, Blair and the Qiohe^-^a press bought for him ly Noah^ 
4^c. — his career* Some facts about tht Albany Argus — Messrs, Butler and Van 
JBuren'^s letters* Wm, Leggett* Van Buren extols Jackson in '44 — his press tra>^ 
duces him in '24. A Regency Team, Hoyt and the Times. The Standard, 
Election Times, 

I have already exhibited enough of the machinery by which Mr. Van Buren moves , 
bis ** organized corps," to enable the reader, to judge whether the following commen- 
tary, by the Charleston Mercury, is not one of the most appropriate that co^ld b© 
made. In 1829, Mr. Van Buren reached Washington — Mr. Blair became the favorite* 
His paper came into existence, as he said, at the command of one president, was con- 
tinued by a>second, and ordered out of existence by a third. 

[From the Charleston Mercury.] 

*' The tendency of the Globe has been to make the interests of party usnip the place of its pr^fieipUs-'^and 
a very obvious result has been to convert all the offices and expenditures of the government into a grand 
party treasury, out of which an army of demagogues is to be fed. Such an army exists on both sides : a 
-vast multitude who create nearly all the disgraceful turmoil of our elections, and whose sole interest in pol> 
Sties is notoriously the hope of office ; who demand proscription when they are out aind denounce it when 
they are in ; who scruple not in the face of da^ to transfer their violence and noise from one party to Ui» 
other, and by their shameless pretensions to prmciples bring every good cause into contempt, and lead too 
many to conclude that all party contests are only a disguised struggle between demagogues for the ganis of 
office. Who does not see that this is becoming more and more the case, and that our elections are assu- 
ming the character of a strife of mercenaries for pay ! We will not stop to argue that the Govehnent of th& 
country is thus corrupted and the public liberty endangered ; that is- manifest. 

The affairs of the Government will come to be distributed among nien who have no faith or honor— whos» 
life is a glaring and shameless lie— who have already sold themselves for gain, and to whom the worst pec- 
Illation would scarcely be loss of character. And in most cases, these demagogues are unfit, from igno- 
jance, for the duties of office. The education of a street politician is truly a notable preparation for the 
business of an accountant. And this incoQipetency has led and will continue to lead to the multiplication 
of offices. Thus because the country is first wronged by putting idle and ignorant men in office, it must be- 
;fnrther burdened by an increased expense, as. a remedy. Thas, to make ' party se^ic^s' the qualification 
for place, is to insure that we pay an enormous price for a very bad article.*' 

Is not the above, a trve CQmmentary on the facts I have condensed in the two last 
chapters— and if so, what ou^ht to be done about it ? 

Mr. Van Buren affirms that such a state of things is the best we can have. In his 
letter of condolence with Blair and Rives, dated April 24 tb, 1845, he asserts that such 
an establishment as their Globe had been, at the seat of .the federal government, was of 
** vital importance*' to th^ success of our cause, is incapable of exaggeration. It will 
be hereafter seen that he uttered similar sentiments many years before, as to the im- 
portance of having an Argus and a Croswell at the seat of the State government. For 
my part, I think that the hoist he gave to the Globe and its covetous managers has^ 
thus far, been the best act of Mr. Polk's administration. 

Francis P. Blair of Kentucky vi^as, like Amos Kendall, a strong supporter of Mr. 
Clay until 1825, when he joined General Jackson. He was poor-— owed the United 

lOth ward, Ed. J. Gross, (applicati<>n for office.) Mem. " Belongs to the Methodist society."— 13th ward^ 
M. B. Campbell—nof <*orott^A— late a convert. 17th ward, P^ P. Livingston, conservative— tottA us now — 
George W. Matsell (no remarks.) 

Henry C. Attwood. Hoyt's note—** very strong papers."— Levi D. Slamm. X Lawrence Benedict— by 11 
M. C.'s. 

When the attempt was made to defraud the Tradesmen's Bank, in 1836, a number of mock directors wer» 
- voted for, one share each having been previously entered in their names. One of these was Job Furman. 
"* ' ' 1 1 know not, ' -^-•-'- ..- ... 



Whether he acted on the appointment 1 know not, but after Ecliford became a surety for Swartwout, Job- 
got $1095 as a pension, under the name of Inspector. Mr. Van Ness removed him a few months since. 

Henry C. Attwood kept tavern at the comer of Allen and Houston streets. Had a talent for managing- 
Towdies, organizing mobs, &c., was delegate to the Van Buren Convention of 1843, at Syracuse, well off as 
to worldly means, and now keeps the tavern known as Hermitage Hall. In the fall of 1843, the Tammany 
clique set him up as their candidate for high sheriff of New York, and thereby insured the election of Mr. 
Jones, the Whig candidate. He is a native of Connecticut, and in May, 1837, applied to Swartwout fox aiv 
inspector's birth, being *' out of employ, with a dependant family." His character was then endorsed by 
Alderman Lee of the 10th, Cornelius Murray, and M. M. Quackenboss— also by W. H. Ellis, Collector, New' 
Haven. Mr. Tyler nominated him as Surveyor of the Port, and he held that lucrative office for a few 
months, but the Senate refused to confirm him, Mr. Polk declined to renominate him— Alderman Purdy sup- 
planted him— and he had to take $1500 a year as a Ganger, another person having been displaced to make- 
way for liim. His brother got an Inspectorship— and betwixt the $2505 from the public and their tavern 
the Oamily of the Attwoods continue to thrive. Mr. H. C. A. is a very serviceable instrument in Uie hands 
of such men u I hare described^noi will his scruples be at any time found to stand in the way of his 
Interest. -^ 
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States Branch Bank at Lexington, paper on which was his name and the names 
of other persons, amounting to $2J,744 — and when some $2000 had been paid on 
one of the notes, he was released for a fee of $37, and the payment of another man's 
obligation for $200. In 1830, therefore, he was insolvent. 

He came to Washington in 1831, without types or press— received Mr. Vaa 
IBuren's missive to the leaders of the party at New York — was set up in Washing- 
ton, and his press paid for by Messrs. Noah, Swartwout, Hoyt, Bowne, Jackson, 
Hamilton, Goovemeur, and Cornelius W. Lawrence. Richly have they been re- 
paid for the outlay — Mr. Blair speedily rose from poverty to the possession of im- 
mense wealth — ^resided in a splendid mansion — gave dinners and suppers to presi- 
dents, foreign ambassadors, cabinets and congressmen in a style of oriental mag- 
nificence — played on bis organ (the Globe) the party times his employers re- 
quired — and no others — where they enjoined silence he was mute — ^if thev bade him 
attack vice or virtue — the good or the bad — ^he was ready. No tiger could be more 
fierce — no wolf more blood-thirsty. He could take any part. But to his keepers 
he was tame — a word from them awed him into instant stiUness. The Committees 
of Congress, of the Van Buren party, carved out immense jobs — $500,000 in the 
Documentary History alone — the work of Congress and the Executive, worth 
$40,000 a year was most times in his hands. In e luckless hour he was bidden to 
telly or Amos Kendall told, thro' his columns, that Governor Hill of New Hamp- 
shire was '* the mere tool of the administration" of Mr. Tyler — and then, if not be- 
fore, were family secrets disclosed, and the unjust and enormous prices, and the vast 
and profitable contracts, of the Van Furen wire-worker at Washington, revealed to 
the world. Mr. Blair was soon able to bet heavily on elections, and it is said that 
he did so— ^able to endorse notes and make pecuniary advances to influenti^ con- 
gressmen — aye, and to lend $10,000 to his patron, General Jaclcson. 

When Mr. Hoyt broke down — when the Manhattan Bank affair happened — ^as . 
well as on other similar occasions, where his party suffered, Mr. Blair maintained a 
decent silence — but when Morris and Varian had caught a paper parcel at Pierce's, 
which Hoyt, Lawrence, Allen, Edmonds, and Butler sat in judgment upon, one 
would have supposed the Globe a moral earthquake. Yet its owner's eye, like 
Croswell's, was ever on the spoils — his avaricC) like that which filled Pizarro when 
he broke faith with the Inca, Pickens in Congress called him *< a galvanized corpse." 

' New York, Saturday, 18th February, 1832. 

** To Jesse Hoyt — ^M. M. Noah—Samuel Gouvemeur — ^Walter Bowne — ^William 

P. Hallett— Samuel Swartwout— Cornelius W. Lawrence— James A. Hamilton, 

and otheni. 

Gentlemen— When F. P. Blair, Esq. was in this city, you each subscribed a 
certain amount, for the purpose of furnishing him with a Printing Press. 

At the meeting of his friends on that occasion, the subscription was short of the 
amount required — ^but I well recollect the Pledge you made — which was — that the 
Press should be furnished and paid for— and that he might rest assured of its being 
forwarded as soon as it could be procured. 

The press has been sent to Mr. Blair, under the direction of some of the subscri- 
bers—and $1370 paid on account of it— the balance due the maker is $652 50 cents, 
for which he has commenced suit against me. 

As I did not either contract with, or have any thing to do with Mr. Hoe, the 
maker of the Press, except my exertions in collecting the subscriptions, and paying 
them over, I shall of course resist the payment of it. 

It appears to me that this matter ought not to he subjected to an investigation in 
a Court of Justice, Mr. Hoe should be paid for the Press — and I think the gentle- 
men who pledged themselves to Mr. Blair, are, tn honor bound, to pay immediate 
attention to the subject. 

I therefore suggest that you meet for the purpose, at the Bank Coffee House, on 
Tuesday evening at 7 o'clock. 

Yours very respectfully, DANIEL JACKSON. 



The History of the Albany Argus is longer than that of the i&lobe, but the aspect 
of the northern official differs only from that of the southern, in its adaptation to a 
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different purpose, the management of only a single state. Mr. Jesse Buel was its first 
proprietor, and he sold oat to Moses I. Cantine, a brother-in-law of Martin Van Bu- 
reo, and Isaae Q. Leake his partner, who had been cashier of the old Buf&lo Bank, 
and left it when the brokers were redeeming its notes at a shilling to the dollar. 

Mr. Cantjne was an attorney-— Leake had been bred in ^ bank — of printing they 
"were profoundly ignorani^-but party machinery placed them at once in the lucrative 
position of state printers* — ^the Regency were all of them ready to act as editors, each 
man Ihiting on that which most interested him. Cantine was a state senator, and 
had voted for banks and insurance, companies wholesale. 

Senator Van Buren to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. Jan^y 31, 1823. 

My Dear Sir — I am overwhelmed with the* account of poor Cantioe's death, 
knew that nothing from me can be necessary to secure your zealous attention to 
Mrs. Cantine's interest, if any thing can be done for her. I have written to Mr. 
Hoes to be at Albany; you will find him. a most useful man. I have also written 
to Mr. Buel, which letter I want you to see. Among yoU all. you tnust do the best 
you can. If any thing can be done for Mra. C. I hope and believe no republican 
will oppose it. MR. HOES AND MYSELF ARE RESPONSIBLE TO MR. 
BUEL FOR $1500 of the last payment. If n6thing better can be done, no per- 
son ought at least to be appointed who had not previously purchased tiie establishment — 
and under no circumstances ought any one to he appointed who is not a sounds practica- 
ble, and, ABOVE ALL, DISCREET republican. WJTHOUT A PAPER THUS 
EDITED AT ALBANY WE MAY HANG OUR HARPS ON THE WIL- 
LOWS. With it, the PARTY can survive a thousand such convulsions as those which 
now agitate and probably alarm most of those around you. Make niy sincere thanks 
to Mr. Duer and Mr. Sutherland for their kind letters, and tell them I will write them 
soon. In haste, yours truly, M. VAN BUREN. 

Mr. B. 1^. Butlier, to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. " Albany, June 5, 1824. 

My Dear Sir — You have by this time heard the consummation: of the Governor's 
folly by the issuing of his proclamation. ..... You will see that the Argus busi- 
ness has been at last accomplished. I was obliged to become responsible for the 
moderation of the New York paper, and to execute a Bond of Indemnity, ice. I 
have written to Hamilton for it. Do see that it is sent soon. 

Yours ever, B. F. B." 

* "^"-^ 

Mr. Noah, in 1839, mentioned that he was nominated as State Printer by a Demo- 
cratic Legislature, but that Mr. Van Buren, being opposed to him, **'set Jesse Hoyt 
and other tools at work and defeated him, and brought up Crosweir* from Catskill, 
who was. elected. Mr. William Leggett gi?es us a graphic sketch of Croawell and 
his confederates — ^very. -Here it is — 

« They are a set of creeping, dissembling creatures, who have grown fat on the dripi- 
pings of unclean bank legislation — ^a knot of cat-paced, sly-faced, cringing, arttul fellows, 
who go about among the members of the legislature, smiling, and bowing, and shaking, 
hands with all they meet, and disclosing their schemes in broken whispers, eked out with 
Imowing shrugs and nods — they are men who strive to turn all political questions into a 
lever to raise up and set in motion their own nasty, selfish projects. Of this cabal we 
believe the state printer to be the soul and center.'' 

Leggett*8 course alarmed Van Buren, and he wrote'^^to Butler aiid others to do 
their utmost to conciliate him in a quiet way. 

♦ The Columbian of.Merch 3d, 1821, states, that Messrs. Hosford of Albany offered to do the public print- 
ing for one third less than the Legislature afterwards agreed to pay Cantine and Leake, and Mr. John O. 
Spencer was for lettmg them have it ; but UlshoefTer had previously drilled the party, and $7000 of ad- 
ditional profit thus went into the pockets of C. and L. 

In February, 1821, says the r^TorthemWhig, " Martin Van Buren \i&v'ing jyrocured himself to be made Sena- 
tor of the Unittd States by the legislative Caucus— (for the majority noere against Aim)— then directed thp fol- 
lowing appointments to he made, viz: J. I. Van^llen, the half brother pf Martin, Surrogate, and to be the 
assistant judge of the common pleas ; Martin's brother, Abraham Van Buren^ to be clerk ; a Mr. Wilcoxon, 
who is the partner of Van Allen, who is the brother of Martin, to be District Attorney ; Cornelius Hodge- 
boom, who is the brother-in-law of Abraham, who is the brother of Martin, is an affidavit commissioner ; 
Bamet Hoes, who is the brother-in law of Martin, Deputy Sheriff for Kinderhook : and all these intM 
County of Columbia. Then near by in Albany, Moses I. Cantine, the brother-in-law, also, of Martin, w 
State printer ; and Benjamin F. Butler, the partner-in-Jaw of said Martin, is District Attorney. Truly, tlM 
Xiog's poor cousins are tolerably well provided for.** 



\ 
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Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Hoyt. 
Dear Sir — Please to ask Mr, Leggett to send me his paper. Please also ask the 
editors of the Evening Post to send their paper here. It now goes to Albany. 

Yours truly, M. VAN BUREN. 

[Written on a sheet of gilt post, from Washington, Dec. 1836.] 



On the 12th of March, 1844, Mr. Van Buren wrote to Gansevoort Melville (then 
electioneering for the office he has since got, or for any other,) that ** Driven from 
ill-fated Ireland, the family of General Jackson sought refuge in this now happy 
country. .... The future hero and the statesman * swore eternal enmity 
to every kind of tyranny over the mind of man.' How faithfully that noble vow 
has been kept will be recorded in the pages of his country's history," &c. I 
have not room to copy Mr. Van Buren 's elegai&t and energetic letter — but as he knew 
General Jackson's character lust as well in 1824, when he was endeavoring to put 
him down and Crawford up, how came he, Croswell, and Butler, (for I have traced 
the ownership to them,) to talk thro\ the Argus , in such a strain as the following ? 

^ The political notions of Mister Jackson cannot be mistaken. Under tbe artful dis- 
guise of elevating men most conspicuous for their"^ probity, virtue, &c., he is bent upon the 
destruction of the republican party.'' — Argus. 

<< They need only to be read and reflected on by republicans to be discovered to be alto- 
gether unreal and worse than visionary. They make a mockery of the lives and conduct 
of such men as Jeiferson and Madison.'^ — i&. 

** The fact is clear that Mister Jackson has not a single feeling in common with the re- 
publican party. The reverse of that — ^he desires, and makes the merit of tlesiring^ the total 
extinction of it."— i6. 

There is hypocrisy somewhere in this. Who can explain it ? 

On the 17th of February, 1834, th.e Argus, in the name of its directors, pro- 
claimed throuffh the State— *< Let that man, or that newspaper, which attempts to 
disturb the puolic confidence in the Banks, or in the merchants, be marked as an 
enemy and treated as such." And no doubt *< ft was the chain of safety fund 
banks — the distribution of. stock — the appointment of directors and officers, and the 
Presses in each county* which gave doubtful counties to the Albany Regency, 
and when ihe teins which governed each bank and each,4;ounty were gathered 
together and placed in Mr. Van Buren's hands, he drove the whole team without 
any danger from division or upsetting." 

* E. W. Davis to Jesse Hoyt. 

Times Office, July, 1830.^ Sir— I understand there are meetings at your office in regard to oar establish- 
ment. // you thinks SUf this is an honorable proceedimg you wUl persist in it. I haVe only to ask you, when 
making up your plans, to remember that I have upwards of $5000 in the establishment ; 8000, cash which I 

Git in, iu)d which was taken to pay for the press and types we are using ; 9000, cash which I am responsi- 
e for, and between 5 and 600 which It owes me besides, having borrowed that amount of money to carry 
on the establisliroent. The remainder was eubsciibed, 1 believe, by yourself and several other gentlemen 
' from f 100 to $250 each. I shall be happy to leave the establishment, /or / have known nothitig but unfaimest 
and injustice in it, and an ungenerous and pitiful meddling which I did not suppose gentlemen qould be guilty of. I 
entered the establishment from my regard to the course of Andrew Jackson, and only ask^ot to have my 
little property torn from me. E. W. D. 

Nvw YoHK, July SO, 1990. 
To George D. Strong and John L. Graham, Esqs., N. Y. 

Gentlemen— I hold your certificate for $S50 advanced to the proprietors of the New York Times. The 
cmerse of that paper is such as does not meet my approbation^ and I am therefore desirous that your Trust should 
be broiight to a close, to the end that I may be reimbursed for the advances I made. I cannot consent that 
my money should be used as an instrument to oppose the wwAm of the people or the interests pfthe poUticai 
fdv^ to which I belong. 

Yours truly, Ac, J. HOYT* 

A single advertisement, not so useful to the public as if It had taken another form, was prepared at the 
expense of the City treasury, N. Y., in aid of the New Era and Evening Post, for which they received 
$14,000. It was not sent to them for the general good— one insertion in the Sun would circulate wider than 
three in both the others— but to uphold them. In Uke manner, in 1833, proposals were issued to pay off the 
debts of a stock-jobbing paper called the Standard. S. Cambreleng, W. S. Coe, and W. Van Wyck were 
named as trustees to receive the cash and regujfite its expenditure, and the paper was to advocate the nomi- 
nations made at Tammany Hall. Myndert Van Schaick put down $1000, Charles Hennr Hall $5000 of the 
debt it owed him— and no dot.bt the News is a machine not very dissimilar to what the Standard was when 
Mr. Butler was in the habit of going down to the oftict and puffing his own p>ty and patriotism through its 
leading editorials. r / *— -• 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

The Press, James Gordon Bennett, His secret correspondence with Messrs, Hoyt 
and Van Buren, His pecuniary difficulties — affection for the Regency — ten years* 
service to Van Bur en— jealousy of Mumford — effort to get $2500 — anguishj ^c. 
Van Buren discards him — he gives Van Buren's character, and turns his * big gun* 
on his old friends. He says ditto to Leggetfs account of the Regency. His course 
in the fall Elections o/1840. 

Mr. James Gordon Bennett is said to be a man of education and intelligence — 
is a native of Scotland — seli-made — well acquainted with public affairs in the 
United States, and with the characters of our leading politicians. He for- 
merly conducted a newspaper in Philadelphia, ably assisted in the management of 
the N. Y. Courier and Enquirer, while owned by Webb and Noah, and is now 
the proprietor of a journal said to have a very wide circulation, entitled the 
New York Herald. Mr. Bennett has been represented as a liberal journalist, 
less attached to parly than to truth — and he has been denounced as a mercenary 
hireling, ever ready to prostitute the power of his press to the purposes of fraud and 
deception, for private gain. , Whether, either of these, or what, is his true char- 
acter, will perhaos be ascertained by a perusal of the following correspondence, 
written by himself, and his quondam friend, Mr. Yan Buren. 

[No. 1.] Mr. Bennett to Mr: Hoyt, at N. York. 

Philadelphia, 7th June, 1829. 
Pear Sir — ^When I first contemplated leaving New York a few days I promised 
to write you occasionally. Of course I consider the promise still sood. 

I have been part of three days here, and have mixed a good deal with the leading 
Jackson men. They received the. account of the Union of the Enquirer and the 
Courier with * utter astonishment.' So they told me in express terms. 

They cannot conceive how the party in New York can repose confidence in Mr. 
Webb. Such is the sentiment here. 

I shall write you again from Wasbinston. In the meantime, will you do all you 
can about the paper? Spur up Butler tor he wants it. 

lam, Dear Sir,, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

[No. 2.] Mr. Bennett- to Mr. Hoyt, at New York. 

Per mail. Washington, 11 June, l629. 
Dear Sir — ^I arrive h6re the day before yesterday. I called on Mr. Van Buren 
and Mr. Ingham. They are both in favor of the new Democratic paper or the old 
one renovated. The feeling against the coalition runs about as strong here as in 
New York. They knew. it would be corrected by the public men in New York. 

Major Moore of Kentucky is her^. He brings accounts from the west that some 
movements are making of a curious nature between Judge McLean (late postmaster) 
and Mr. Clay. 

I have picked up a good deal of political information of various Jsinds Which I 
shall tell you in New York. 
I am going to call on the President to-day. j 

I am. Dear Sir, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

[No. 3.] P'm'k Phil. 17 Aug. Address— Jesse Hoyt, Esq.^Atl'y at Law, N. Y. 

Philadelphia, 16 Aug. 1832. 
Dear Hoyt — Your letter amuses me. The only point of consequence is that 
conveying the refusal. This is the best evidence or the deadly hostility which you 
all have entertained towards me. It explains, too, the course of the Standard and 
Post, in their aggressions upon me ever since I came to Philadelphia. The name 
for such a feeling in the breasts of those I have only served and aided at my own 
cost and my own sacrifice, puzzles me beyond exampje. I can account for it in no 
other way than the simple fact that I happen to have been horn in another country. 
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I most put np with it as well as I can. As to your doubts and surmises about my 
future course, rest perfectly easy — I shall never abandon my party or my friends* 
I'll go to the hottom sooner. The assaults of the Post and Standard, I snail put 
down like the grass that grows. I shall carry the war into Africa, and '* curst be 
he who cries hold, enough." Neither Mr. Van Buren and the Argus nor any of 
their true friends will or can have any fellow feeling with the men — the stockjob- 
bers — ^who for the last two years hare been trying tp destroy my character and rep- 
utation. I know Mr. Van Buren better — and I will stand up in his defence, AS 
LONG AS HE FEELS FRIENDLY TO ME. I will endeavour to do the best 
I can to get along. I will go among my personal friends who are unshackled as to 
politics or banks, and who will leave me free to act as a man of honor and princi- 
ple. So my dear Hoyt, do not lose your sleep on my account. I am certain of 
T0X7R friendship whatever the others may say or do. I fear nothing in the shape of 
man, devil, or newspaper — I can row my own boat, and if the Post and Standard 
don't get out of my way, they must sink me — that is all. If I adhere to the same 
principles and run hereafter as I have done heretofore, and which I mean to do, re- 
collect it IS not so much that " I love my persecutors" as that / regard my own 
honor and reputation. Your lighting up poor Webb like a fat tallow candle at oae 
end, and holding him out as a beacon-light to frighten me, only makes me smile. 
Webb is a gentleman in private life, a good hearted fellow, honorable in all his pri- 
vate transactions as I have found him, but in politics and newspapers a perfect 
child — a boy. You will never find ihe Pennsylvanian going the career of the C. & 
£. That suspicion answers as a good eiicuse to those who have resolved before 
hand to do me all the injury they can, but it will answer for nothing else. I am, 
Dear Hoyt, Yours truly, 

J. G. B. 
P. S. The $200 tn specie PH put into my big Gun and give the U. S. Bank and 
Stockjobbers a broadside. I wish you would let me know any other U. S. Bank 
movement in your city. This is the Battle ground of Bank contest — ^here is the 
field of Waterloo. New York now is only the Pyrrenies. 

{Na 4.] P'm'k Alb*y, July 20. Address, "Jesse Hpyt, Esq., Counsellor a« 
Law, N. Y." Albany, 20th July, 1829. 

Dear Sir — Since I arrived here I have seed our friends In the Argus office and 
State department— I mean Major Flaffg, Mr. Wright, and Mr. Croswell. They ar* 
very friendly, but they say they have heard little of our local matters in New York, 
consequent on the sale of the Enquirer, with- the exception of a passing remark from 
Mr. Cambreleng, as he passed through here a few weeks ago. They speak in thfi 
highest terms of Mr. Barnum, and assure me that he is every way capable for the 
position in New York. I am sorely puzzled to know what tpdo. Although oui 
friends here think it a very favorable opportunity to start a new paper, yet they 
think it a very hazardous experiment. They told me W day that if the party had 
the control of the political course of the Courier and Enqmr^, it would be more 
eligible than a t^ew paper. This they think could be dune by placing an^editor there 
unSer the auspices of the General Committee — an Editor who woiild^ take care of 
the interests of the party and its friends. They are afraid that the political patron- 
age is uQt sufficient for the support of a new paper, and they are of opinion that a 
journal which now enjoys all such patronage as the Courier and Enquirer ought 
to give up its columns to a political Editor appointed by the General Com- 
mittee. I wish you could get me out of these contradictory views and opinions. If 
you and Mr. OAKLEY, and Mr. CODDINGTON, and a few other of our friends could 
settle what course I shall take jjrevious to my return, I DO NOT CAKE WHAT IT 
IS — / shall adopt it — ^I know it will be a proper course. Which is the best and 
cheapest mode of expressing the views of the party ? A new or an old paper. I shall 
be impatient for action when I return. Now is the time to sow the seed. This is the 
spring of politics. The birds are beginnmg to sing. I cannot resist those influences, 
and if you set yourself to work, I know you can accomplish the matter to a T. Do 
not call me a heretic, and a trifjfling fellow, because I have spoken thus much of 
C. and £. If it be heresy, then undoubtedly must headquarters be in a bad way. 

On the eveiling before I left New York I received a letter informing me that the 
Herald intended to publish on Saturday morning last this — *' The last rallying ^oint 
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of the Hepublican Party has been surrendered,, by the purchase by the Courier of the 
seryices and prospects of the gentlemen who was to have published the N. Y. State 
Enquirer, &c. &c. &c." I went to the office of the Herald and told them it was 
untrue, and forbid its publication. Snowden will tell you the whole story. It ap- 
pears that Mumford went to the Herald and told them the story. You can see in 
this the finger of our friend BUTL£R and Elisha Tibbets probably, who want to 
make as much mischief as possible. I hope old King caucus will remember them. 
I shall write nothing for the C. and £. during my tour — that you requested to do. 
Tell Mr. Oakley that my next letter I shall write to him probably from the Springs. 
I am, Dear Sir, yours truly, JAMES G. BENNETT. 

P. S — If you have any thing to say particularly in the course of this week write to 
Buffalo to. me. 

P. S. — Mr. Croswell thinks that under present circumstances ^he Republican Gen- 
eral Committee can make their own terms with Webb and Tylee. Would not a pri- 
vate meeting of our frietidf on the subject be a good first step ? 

[No. 5.1 Post m'k, Phil. 13 June, [1833.] Address Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor 
at Law, New York. 

Dear Hott. — You will see by the papers what we are about here. My object is 
to make the party come out for a National Coiivention. 

It can be done by prudence, skill, and address. 

In relation to what I talked to you in New York, I have an earnest word to say. 

I really wish that my friends there would try to aid me in the matter I formerly 
mentioned. 

Morrison I fear will do nothing. 

John Mumford has been aided to the extent of $40,000. With a fourth of that 
sum I would have done twice as much — soberly and with 6ome decency too. 

I should be sorry to be compelled to believe that my friends in New York should 
bestow their friendship more effectually upon a dr eA fellow than me, who cer- 
tainly has some pretensions to decency. 

I am sorry to speak harshly of any body» but really I think there is something 
like^ingratitude in the way I have been treated. 

I want no favor that I cannot repiay. 

I want no aid that is not perfectly safe. 

I should like to hear from ypu, if there is any likelihood of my success. 

Yours, «Bc., J. GORDON BENNETT. 

[No. 6.] Philadelphia, 27th July, 1833. 

Dear Hott, — ^I have written to. Van Buren to-dav about the old affair. I 
MUST have a loan of $2500 for a couple of years from some quarter. I can't 
get on without it — and if the common friends of our cause— those I have been 
working for 8 years — cannot do it, I ninsC look for it somewhere else. My 
business here is doing very well — ^and the money would be perfectly safe in two 
years. You see already the effect produced in Pennsylvania— we can have the 
State — ^But if our friends wont lay aside their heartlessness, why, we'll go to the 
Devil— that is all. 

There is no man who will go further with friends than I will — ^who will sacrifice 
more — who will work harder. You know it very well. 

I must be perfectly independent of the little sections in this city, who would hurry 
me into their small cour8es,;at the risk of the main object. 

Kendall leaves Washington tomorrow on his tour of Bank Inspection. Let m 
hear from you. Yours, &e. 

JA'S GORDON BENNETT. 

[No. 7,] (Post mark, PhiL, Aug. 3.) Address— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Attorney at 
Law, New York. Philadelphia, 3rd Aug't, 1833. 

Dear Hott,— I am extremely sorry at the result of your efforts. The effect is 
inevitable ; / must break down in the very midst of one of the most important con- 
tests which VAN BUREN'^ CAUSE ^ver got into in this state. I do not see 
how I can avoid it. With every advautage in my favor— with every preparation 
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made — every thing in the finest trim to check-mate and comer aU the opposition to 
Van Buren, and to force them to come out in his ftvor — as I know they mast do 
soon — I mast give way lo the coanseis of those who have most hostile feelings to 
the cause — and on what groand ? Because neither Mr. Van Baren nor his friends 
will move a finger in my aid. I must say this is heartless in the extreme. I do not 
wish to use any other language than what will convey mildly the anguish, the dis- 
appointment^ the despair I may say vhich broods over me. If I had been a stranger 
to Mr. Van Buren and his friends— if I had been im known — if I had been blest in 
being a blockhead — I might not have got into my present posture — ^nor would I 
have expected any aid from your quaner. But after NEAKLY TEN YEARS 
spent in New York, WORKING NIGHT AND DAY FOR THE CAUSE OF 
MR. VAN BUREN AND HIS FRIENDS, surrounded, too, as I have been, with 
those who were continually talking against him, and poisoning me to his preju- 
dice, the treatment which I have received from him and his friends during this 
last year, and up to this moment, is as superlatively heartless — and if I could use 
any other word more expressive of my sentiments I would — as it is impossible to 
conceive or imagine. By many of those whom I have sup|K)rted for years I 
have been suspected, slandered, and reviled as if I had been in bitter hostility to 
Mr. Van Buren for years, instead of supporting him through every weather, and 
even sacrificing myself that I might retain the same feelings towsu^s him — for I 
assure you I might have continued my ccMinection with the C. and £. last year, very 
much to my advantage — ^retained my share in the printing office of that establish- 
meiH, if I had not differed with Mr. Webb on the points that you know so well of. 
I sold out however to *Hoskin — saved a small pittance from the wreck of the 
fGlobe — came here and invested it in the Pennsylvanian, which is now entirely un- 
der my control, provided I could find a friend anywhere between heaven and earth 
to help me along, and enable me to carry out MY FIXED PURPOSE IN FAVOR 
OF VAN BUREN and his friends. But that friend Ood has not yet made, ihough 
several of the opposite character the other gentleman has put his brand upon, and 
fondly says "this is mine." 

I except you, DEAR HOYT — I am sure you would help the cause if you could. 
I fiDd no fault with yon, although what fauit you find with me about the deposits is 
nonsense, and only a clamour raised in Wall street by a few of the jealous block- 
heads hostile to me, who have not brains to see that in this city we can use the 
deposit question vety efficiently in the October election. I do not blame even the 
jealous blockheads or any others in New York — ^I "blame only one, and that is the 
Vice President himself. He has treated me in this matter as if I had been a boy — 
a child — cold, heartless, careless and God knows what not 

By a word to any of his friends in Albany he could do the friendship I want as 
easily as rise and drink a glass of Saratoga water at the Springs. He chooses to 
sit still — to sacrifice those who have supported him in every weather — and even 
hardly to treat me as one gentleman would treat another. 

1 scarcely know what course I shall pursue, or what I shall do, I am beset on all 
sides with importunities to cut him — to abandon him — What can 1 do ? What shall 
I do? I. know not. You will excuse this letter — you can easily appreciate the 
situation of k man confident of success if properly supported — ^but nothing before 
him but the abandonment of his deliberate purposes or a shameful surrender of 
honor and purpose and principle and all. Yours truly, 

J.G.BENNETT. 

I do not know whether it is worth the while to write to Van Buren or not — nor 
do I care if you were to send him this letter. 

[No. 8.] Philadelphia, 15 Aug't, 1833. 

Dear Hott, — ^I have not heard from you for a week. I hope that my old friends 
— if I ever had any—which I begin to doubt — ^will not forget what I have hereto- 
fore done or what I may do. Do let me hear from you again for good and all at 
least. I am, Dear Sir, Yours, &c. 

JA'S G. BENNETT. . 

I tMok that ii the name. . t Such seeins to oe the spelling 
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rNo. 9.] P'm'k, " Saratoga Sp'gs, Aug't 20." jPree— M. Van Buren. 
Address— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. 

Dear Sir — I return your Mr. B.'s letter. / have never doubted his personal 
friendship for me, I would always have been happy to do him goody but I cannot 
airectl)[ or indirectly afford pecuniary aid to his press, and more particularly so ?« 
I am situated at the present moment. If he cannot continue friendly to me oh 
public grounds and with perfect independence, I can only regret it, but I desire no 
other support. Whatever course be may pursue, as lon^ as it is an honest one, I 
shall wish him well. He does not understand the relation between the Editors 
he quarrels with and myself, or he would not complain of me for their acts. They 
are as independent of me in the manag^ement of their papers, as I wish him to be, 
and remain. I had intended to hkve said thus much to him, but the , 

your letter, and the evident tendency of his paper, render it preferable that I should 
not. I did suppose that he would have fotind no difficulty in obtaining money in 
New York as others get it, if our friends in Philadelphia could not all together 
make out to sustain one press. If you happen to meet him I wish you would make 
these explanations to him, BUT KEEP THIS. 

' I am, in haste, your friend, M. VAN BUREN. 

Saratoga, August 19, 1833. 

On the 15th of August, 1833, Mr. Bennett wrote Mr. Hoyt, earnestly entreating 
Mr. Van Bur.en*s ultimatum, which that gentleman gave in his letter of the 20th, 
from Saratoga Springs, showing that he had no confidence in him — but whether he 
feared his vienality or his independence is not stated. That Hoyt doubted him he 
frankly admits. 

When Mr. Bennett found that he had nothing to hope from that quarter, he 
addressed a letter to General Jackson (Sept. 10) impeaching '* Amos Kendall 
and certain confederates,*^ with reference to the pet bank scheme, to which the 
president replied. Mr. Bennett had received many confidential letters from Een- 
dall-n-^f these he published several. Mr. R* M. Whitney had also written him — 
concluding with ** Fray bum this Letter after you have done with it." It went 
into his paper ! Mr. Cambrelen^ made similar requests to his a^ent, Mr. Hoyt, but 
some of the letters that might have been in the fire appear in this biography. 

Mr. Bennett issued a series of letters, through the press, entitled <* The Kitchen 
Cabinet laid open" — said he had been for withdrawing the federal treasure from 
the United States Bank and giving it to other institutions — showed that he had 
been very intimate with Kendall — viewed Kendall now as '*. black and treacherous" 
— and showed that a quarrel he had iiad with xhe Standard, his defence of the two 
Enquirers, and the course he took .about the bank and it6 branches, had impressed 
on the minds of many persons in the Van Buren pet bank army, that he was on both 
»des. Kendall tells him as.much. 

I have said that all this bitterness of opposition to his late colleages followed dose 
upon Van Buren 's ultimatum not to leiid him $2500. In December, 1833, the firm 
of Mifflin, Parry & Bennett was dissolved, and the latter removed from all control 
in the Pennsylvabian newspaper. 

Mn Bennett's conduct and correspondence— the undue influence of his journal — 
and the causes which may induce such men as him to strain every eiBTort to. effect 
the election of one set of candidates, or to cover those very candidates with obloquy 
and slander, according as his private interest may be affected — are subjects for the 
statesman, the moralist, the christian, and, above all others, the friend of our free 
institutions to ponder over. If the wealthy can thus select and enlist at will, or dis- 
card as superfluous, journalists of talent and gr6at circulation, as they would a law- 
yer to speak for them in a court, for his fee, is not our elective system in danger ? 
W hat shall be the remedy ? 

Read Mr. B.'s correspondence, and you will perceive liow little is known by com- 
mon newspaper readers of the secret springs which move their favorite editors. He 
would " stand up in Mr. Van Buren's defence as long as Mr. Van Buren felt friendly 
to him""^'* the $200 in specie he woiild put into his big gun [the Pennsylvanian], 
and ffive U. S.JBank a broadside." 

Was this ^00, then, a bribe ? Let us look at it. 

If Mr. Bennett was poor, he was correct ia receiving pecuniar]^ aid from Mk 
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Hoyt, Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Biddie or any one else who, knowing his coarse itod 
avowed principles, chose to advance $200 in support of thein. To dp so, brought 
him under no personal or political oblis;ation to the donor — it was no bribe. Bat 
to take money from Mr. Hoyt — to tell him he was his partisan, bound to sink or 
'swim with Van Buren, and then when Van^uren would not give him other $2500, 
to turn round upon and bespatter him and his regency with mud, does seem mer- 
cenary and unprincipled. , 

Who that has read the following paragraphs in the Herald would imagine they 
were written by the man who could scarcely find terms strong enough to convey 
to Messrs. Hoyt and Van Buren, a right idea of *< the anguish, the disappointment, 
the despair that brooded over him" because he could not do more for "Van 
Buren's cause," in advocating which he acknowledges that he had spent nearly 
ten ypars in New York, |C?* *' working night and day for the cause of Mr. Van 
Buren?" 

[From the New Tork Herald of May 3, 1837— by James Gordoa Bennett.] 

" The first symptoms of the mania which has produced the present rerolntion, developed themselves in the 
spring of 1829, when Mr. Van Buren, a common coontrT lawyer, who begun life by trundling cabbages to 
market in Kinderhook, perfamed with Cologne water, and his yellow whiskers' arranged a la Paris, presented 
the famous Safety Fund scheme of banking in Albany. Abijah Mann, of Herkimer, took up the scheme and 
pressed its adoption in the Assembly on the ground of opposition to the United States Bank, and in order to 
take the place of that institution, then preparing to get a recharter from Congress. From that moment, the 
adirocates of banks in general wera divided into two hostile parties, acting on political principles, and sfuided by 
political motiyes. The same spirit of hostility appeared sOon in Congress. The democrats opposed all banking 
in Congrress, but carried it to all lengths in^he States. The consequence was the. protracted conflict between 
General Jackson and the United. Statea Bank, which, singular enough, gave a' greater development to wild, 
unregulated banking principles than if the United States Bank had been renewed ten times oyer. In the midst 
of the conflict, the old notions of a hard money currency wero called into acticm by the government to sustain 
itself with the mob." 

'* The whole public mind has been diseased, and Martin Vftn Buren and his atrocious associates, form one 
of the original causes of the terrible morale political, and commercial desolatimi which spreads over the country. 
Martin Van Bujen and his associates first introduced the union of politics and banking — politics and speculation 
in this 'State. He was the first -speculator in town lots' at Oswego, and he is the author of the safety fund 
system, which first agitated thie whole elements of banking throughout the cpuntry, and divided it into two 
hostile powers seeking for the supremacy. Nicholas Biddle was a banker— but he was, and is, a man of science. 
He is au aiistocrat, but he is a moral one-^an intelligent one— a philosophical one. He is such an aristocrat as 
you win find in heaven— Martin Van Buren «(uch a democrat as yon will discover coiled up in any bunding cor* 
ner in the other place — 

V High on a throne of rosral state, which far, • 

Outshines the wealth of Onuus, or of Ind— '* 

he «its, like his archetype and teacher, in sulphur below.'' 

[Frbm the New York Herald of October, 1841— by James Gordon Bennett.] 

*' The shameless profligacy of the Albany Regency, and thei^ Coadjutors in fraud and corruption, the pipe* 
layers of Wall street, cannot much longer be concealed f^om the public eye. Let one tithe of their rascality be 
eicpoeed, and not one man among them can withstand the indignation of an outraged community. The old Al- 
bany Regency was justly censured for its want of integrity and disregard of the interests of the State ; but there 
was talent and manliness, UZf" and good faith towards their associates. ./"tJ in that famous body, while the pros* 
ent cabal is utterly worthless and comtemptible in every respect. They are destitute of every quality that com> 
mands consideration- mercenary, perfidious, and. heartless, they have cheated their enemies and betrayed their 
friends. The slight hold which they now have upon their followers in the interior of the State will soon be 
destroyed, and they will then go into obscurity with the scorn and detestation of all parties.'' ^ 

Mr. Bennett, like Mr. Noah, is Mr. Van Buren 's own witness. For ten years 
they were together, constantly corresponding, acting, writing, planning,' and schem- 
ing. At length there was a quarrel about dollars — Mr. Bennett felt affronted be- 
cause- Mr. Mumford had had $40,000, while he himself was refused $2500. 
How much, beside* the $200 had been put into his ** big gun," the public have not 
yet been told. His ** experience," published in 1837 and '41, when read along with 
his begging letters, is really a curiosity. Hoyi kept his (B*s) secrets, because he 
(BO could havie told kts. 

1 remember that it was asserted, that Mr. Bennett, in Oct., 1840, piit a heavy 
charge of Hoy t's dollars kto his «* big gun," before he could be prevailed on to 
come out strong for Mr. Morris and the Hunkers, against the whigs. The Argus 
copied approvingly his violent, pithy articles, accusing Governor Seward and other 
leading Whigs of highly criminal conduct as politicians. Perhaps Mr. B. will him- 
self explain ho^ he stood with District Attorney Butler, Collector Hoyt, and Pres- 
ident Van Buren, at that important period ol their lives. How far the preceding 
letters warrant the inference that he must have been hired, as he was to puff the 
foreign dancing-woman Ellsler, I saj not. Those who can will, of course, believe, 
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that on the ere of the g^eat election of 1840, Jax^es G-ordon Bennett took sides with 
the '/superlatively heartless" << archetype" of Satan, who had driven him in 1833 
to <'a shameful surrender of honor and purpose and principle and all'' — out of pare 
syippathy, and without first securing an order from Hoyt or Beers for at least a 
double charge of his powder to " the big gun." 

I have heard Mr, Bennett described by those who had excellent opportunities to 
judge of his character, as a mean, mercenary being, Without ope spark of kindl]^ or 
generous feeling. I doubted. Bui what shall we say of the pliancy with which, 
in July, 18^9, he was ready to adopt any course that Hoyt, Coddin^ton & Co. 
might dictate ? Are there those who hesitate in believing that Bennett, m 1845, is 
the instrument of southern-slaveholders, foreigners, natives, Butlers, Van Burens, 
Wall Street operators, or of whoever else can furnish ammunition for the big gun ? 
He abuses the Wall Street brokers and bankers, 'tis tru^— and so did Butler from 
Sandy Hill, and Van Buren from the chair of the great Washington. 

Like many other evils which afflict society, a press such as Bennett's is the effect 
of the unstable character of our imported laws, currency, r and business system. 
We must seek a remedy, not in abusing this wretched instrument of all that is bad 
in our institutions, but m a return to the truly Christian principles of the 4th of 
July, 1776 — for if the check of the democratic millions is found to be imperfect, aH 
experience proves that it would be madness to look for a haven of safety in a return 
to the rule of the one or the few.* 
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Banking in the 17*. S* founded upon the English system. Mr. Daniel 8. Dickenson. 
The 1st and 2rid National Banks. Messrs. Butler , Van Buren, and Marcos 
course. They petition for a branch bank at Albany. Their request refused. Op- 
position organized. The Safety Fund bubble. Prospects of the opposition leaders — 
Their success f and the result. • Letters — Butler^s secret sentiments — Lorenzo HoyVs 
— Cambreleng^s — Memorial for the Bank — Democrats like to be U. S. B. direc 
tors. Tibbets^s **i>ery good plan of a Bank'* — Root and Pitcher. A Veto. 
Cornelius W. Lawrence, a national bank man. Governors Wright instructs the 
N. Y. Legislature through Mr. Jesse Hoyt., A U. S. Judge urges Mr. Hoyt ta 
influence a New York Senator through Jud^e Riker ! 

The course proposed by Messrs. Butler, Hoyt, Van Btiren and their old associ- 
ates, in 1833, relative to the United States Bank, involved but one principle — had 
but one object — * the spoils.' — ^The Globe and the Argus called their opponents 
nhe bank party' and 'the federal party;' but the leaders of the pet bank move- 
ment had been almost to a man opponents of Jackson and for the bank. Like the 
Saxons at Leipsic, Van Buren and his band had deserted their colors as the fortune 
of the day turned rapidly against them — and as for federalism, far more of its 
ancient champions are to be found in the camp of Wright, Van Buren and Polk, 
than among their opponents. I am for the principles of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, and consequently not an implicit believer in the dogmas of whig federal- 
ist, or ' regular democrat,' except in so far as, in soul and spirit, they go for that 
glorious landmark of human rights, duties and responsibilities. 

* That the President, in appointing Commissioners to enquire into and lay before Congress and the peo- 
ple, an account of the enormous frauds and unmatched knavery of the N. T. Custom House^nderea so- 
ciety a real service, feyf candid men will hesitate to admit, lliey troubled Bennett's iilend Hoyt, greatily. 
On the 97th Dec. 1841, Hovt wrote Secretary Forward a long letter, traducing the Commissioners, and it 
appeared in the N. T. Herald a few days, after, Beqnett declaring that it had been procured ** at great cost 
and Mrith much trouble,'* and adding as follows : 

** On Monday, Mr. Jesse Uo)t, late Collector of Customs in this city, wrote a very curious imd original 
letter to the Secretary of the Treasury, commenting on the recent Investigation, and showing up * Old 
Point* and liis special counsellor, in a manner * not so slow.* At greot eoai, and wth nmeh frmfrle, im 
Ikave procured a copy of the first letter to t%e Seeretarjff through an exercise of the same wonderful facul- 
ties by which we pumped out the famous secrete of the Hard-cider and Coon-skin cabinet. The letter of 
Jesse Hoyt may be considered the first gun in the third custom bouie campaign. Be directs his skoi 
against ' Old Point' and Mt tpteial eounoelhr, JMgktt with tomt tontidormUt eM—bat * whether Itodeiigo 
kills Cassio, or Cassio kills Koderigo,' we hardly care a button. We trust both psftles wfll get well lieked 



T. Dwtght, we believe, and the * Daily Express* cfe>ti«, are the authort nf the wheie hu^ 
ihtfroude in the Custom House, which led to the Ncent iiiv«stigatio«. At Jtrtt wt hdioud In tho elBcarity 
and holies 



I hoiiesty of tlie investigation," dtc. 
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England had made a bank somewhat similarly constitated with that last chartered 
by Congress, her national treasury or exchequer. The Congress of the Union fol- 
lowed her example, receiving, 1 helieye, a million or a million and a half of dollars 
in advance, as aspremium for the use of the public revenue, ^^iyen to the Bank, 
with power to force U. S. Bank notes into general circulation in all payments on 
behalt of the government. In 1819 the Bank lost millions through mismanagement, 
but did not stop. It demanded the specie from other Banks for their notes paid in 
for lands or customs' duties, and if they failed to redeem, refused their notes as 
money. In this way it operated in some degree as a check on the muitiplicaiion of 
what are called state banks. Its stock chiefly paid in U. S. securities, rose to $150, 
or more, for the $100 share; and that was not far from its vahie when Andrew 
Jackson and M. Van Buren reached Washington, in March, 1829. 

In 1826, while Messrs. Adams and Clay were in power, and Messrs. Butler, 
Van Buren, and Marcy in opposition, these three gentlemen, being then resident 
at Albany, were warm friends of the national bank, and on the 10th of July, *< on 
behalf of themselves and their fellow citizens of Albany," memorialized "the direc* 
tors of the United States Bank" at Philadelphia, in these words: — '<The limited 
capital of our banks forbids the extension ot our trade. Merchants of moderate 
fortune are discouraged firom taking up their abode among us, from a knowledge 

that the banking capital of the place is inadequate the nature of 

the trade which would be prosecuted here, would in a great measure render the 
bills of a branch established at this place the circulating medium of the extensive 
regions whose produce would be brought to market. Insomuch, therefore, as the 
establishment of a branch here would not only be highly advantageous to this city, 
but a source of profit to the parent institution, we hope that the directors of the 
United States Bank will establish an office of discount and deposit at this place." 
The memorial was signed, in their own hand writing, by " Benjamin F. Builer," 
" W. L. Marcy," and " M. Van Boren," who considered a branch at Albany quite 
constitutional, and were anxious that the bills of" the monster," " the Biddle^nk,'' 
should become "the circulating medium of extensive regions." 

Their 'request was refused. Then, but not till then, they wheeled round in sup- 
port of Jack^n — ^planned the deception known as the " safety fund," as a trap to 
catch ignorance, and the moment Mr. Van Buren found himself in Clinton's saddle, 
as Governor of New Vork, he told the legislature, Jan. 7, 1829, that " to dispense 
with Banks altogether is an idea which seemato have no advocate; and to make 
ourselves wholly dependent on those established by federal authority deserves 
none. If these are correct views, the only alternative would seem to be, between 
a renewal of the charters of the sound part of the existing Banks, or .to anticipate 
the winding up of these concerns BY THE INCORPORATION OF NEW IN 
STITUTIONS." 

A few weeks afterward he left for Washington ; and, knowing Jackson's opinion 
of the unconstitutional character of the great bank which had declined an alliance 
with him in 1826, he began tcT und ermine' it-^holding out to Lawrence, Cambreleng, 
Vanderpoel, and his other associates in New York state and through the Union, 
the spcms as theit reward for assisting in its overthrow. The national treasure 
would be divided amoujB^ the confederate banks — their shares would rise as those of 
the U. S. sank — ^the politicians of his school could borrow the public funds through 
the Manhattan and other pets — Lawrence and others would get new charters at 
Albany, and their share of the plunder-^the whole scheme might, and no doubt 
would break doWn — all experience in the Union had shown that such schemes 
must break down from sheer lack of honesty in those concerned, but even in failure, 
which must not take place till he was President— even in failure the party leaders 
might acquire vast promts. He was an^ld banker, thoroughly versed in chartered 
mysteries, had been bank director of the Hudson Bank, that paid 6 cents to the 
dollar, afterwards bank-attorney, attorney-general, a senator, voting for banks, a 
governor to recommend more of them, the agent of Jacob Bs^rhef, and the partner 
of the President of the Bank of Washington and Warren. 

Mr. Van Buren succeeded. The U. S. Bank was cruslied. The revenue was 
bestowed on favorite ^tate institutions where it would serve the purposes of per- 
sonal gain and political ambition — ^the administration bade the pet {bankers give out 
the national revenue for purposes of speculation. Then came the distribution bill. 
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Mr. Van Buren sat at the helm of State — saw 10,000 merchants and trading per- 
sons fail in business, and SOO banks shut their doors on those creditors who pre- 
sented their obligations. The Safety Fund followed. Mr; Jesse Hoyt deposited 
the public money in Beers the broker's Trust Co. Bank, when nobody else would 
trust it. Specie was held to mean bank checks. Ruin stared many an honest man 
in the face. Mr. Van Buren descended from the chair of state — ^the pet banks 
were set agoing again — the sub-treasurv was rescinded — credit and conndence re- 
turned, to vanish as before — and the authors of all this mischief, Messrs. Van Buren 
and his friends, are again at the helm of affairs — Marcy in the cabinet, Polk in 
the seat of Jefferson, Butler district attorney, Wright governor of N. Y., Law- 
rence and Horn in the custom houses, Ritchie in place of Blair, Bancroft over the 
Navy, Wetmore navy agent ! ! !, Edmonds on the bench, Morris, postmaster, and 
Van Buren at Kinderhook pulling the wires, " all things to all men" that he may 
gain some. |m 

We will now lift up the curtain, and exhibit to the reader a few choice sam- 
ples of the secret opinions and proceedings, not of the enemies of chartered paper- 
money banking, but of the Hoyt, Butler, Lawrence, Polk and Van Buren army, 
struggling for the spoils, for the use of which their antagonists had already paid a 
milbon of dollars to the nation. 



[Franked by Mr. Butler, p'mic Wash'n, Feb. 25.]— Address— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New 
York. [Private.] FebV 24tfa, [1834.] 

My Dear Sir — I thank you for all the news (bad enough most of it) in your seve- 
ral letters — and most heartily concur with you in all the censures and three- fourths 
of the abstract notions you utter in them. .As for supposing that Newbold, George 
Griswold, Stephen Whitney, or any of the old federal commercial men, were with 
us on this occasion, for any pther reason than because they found it /or tketr inter' 
est to go with us, I never for one single instant had such an unwarrantable idea. 

As for myself, I have NEVER doubted that THE PRESENT Bank* ought 
[CT'BY ALL MEANS.O {o he put down — ^but, on the oth^r hand, / have never 
been perfectly satisfied that we could get^on with the business of the country without 

* In Banking, as in many other things, the custom of Britain has beto followed by us. There, the few 
rich have many votes in the legislature, snd are a separate House. In some places 200 voters return two 
representatives to the Commons— several large and populous cities, with vast wealth, do no more. The 
Parliament, thus composed, regulates all matters of hfe and property. So in banking, the large stockhold- 
ers have many votes and much influence— the owners of a few shares have none— the rich unite their 
votes; and manage for the whole. 

Here, where, in matters of life and property, in legislation and government, the poor man has one vote 
and the rich man no more, and where equal rights and laws to all and over all was the banner unfolded in 
1776, with the declaration of independence as its motto, there have been national and state banks chartertdtyx 
the English plan-^e who could command many shares had many votes— he who had but one share onlv 
one vote. Banks, like that of Niagara at Buffalo, were chartered by the totes of Mr. M. Van Buren ana 
others, on this principle, and empowered to issue their notes as the currency of the Union when. they had 
paid in \^ cents on the dollar of their capital. Mr. Van Buren even went so far as to vote that they should 
not be obliged to redeem their notes in specie ! The Washmgton and Warren belonged to Jacob Barker, 
Mr. Van Buron's intimate friend. He had a charter— he was ike bank— and this, too, in a republic like ours. 
In a letter written in Nov. 1828, Mr. Van Buren calls Broome a " crazy county.** Mr. Daniel S. Dickenson 
a representative of the two-and-a-half millions of citizens of New York, in the U. S. Senate, got hold of 
694 shares of the Broome County Bank— Mr. Cyrus Strong got other 1423. All the shares were but 4000— 
these two men had 9017— more than half— Cyrus took the office of bank president^Daniel that of bank 
attorney. A county regency wa« formed, to act in concert with the central junto at Albany— a press, to 
play Argus tunes— offices were given only to the disciplined regulars—" Craz/* Boone was anchored fast at 
last— bank influence and "the party usages,** with such conventions as the N. Y. Evening Post has descri- 
bed, made Daniel a lieut. governor, and the Bank Attorney's next step was into the Senate of the Union ! 
In 1836, in the Syracuse Convention, to nominate Marcy and Van Buren, Dickenson and Flagg introduced a 
set of very sycophantic and undeserved' resolutions in praise of the letter. Their object was to deceive, 
and they were successful. 

A national bank, with ten millions capital, on the principle I have stated, was chartered at VlTashington 
nearly 50 years since, with power to create separate banks under the name of branches. In 1811 the Senate 
refused to renew its powers, by the casting voice of Vice President Clinton. The war followed— the otiier 
60 to 100 banks stopt payment— confusion prevailed ^in the public finances— the republic borrowed depre- 
ciated, worthless notes of broken bankfe, and bound itself to pay the interest and redeem the loans iii gold 
and silver. At the peace of 1815, another national bank was chartered by Congress, and Mr. Van Buren 
was one of its steadiest advocates. Mr. Clay voted for it in 1816, and Colonel Young voted for him in 
1824. Mr. W. H. Crawford was the warmest advocate of the old bank in the Senate in 1811, and to the 
hour of his death the steadiest supporter of the new bank, and Martin Van Buren was the chief supporter of 
this Mr. Crawford for the office or President of the United States, in the ca^ucus at Washington, in 1834— 
end With Mr. Butler, the Argus, and all his adherents, in resolute opposition to Andrew Jackson, the consis- 
tent opponent of the 1st and 2d U. S. Banks, in which he agreed with Jefferson, while Van Buren differed 
from him. Mr. Thomas Ritchie, now of the Washington Union, took sides with Van Buren— for the P^^*- 
and Crawford, and against Jackson. 



100 b0ti.br, the hotts and canbreletno, on. the bane. 

SOME SUCH AGENT. But Mr. Taney thinks we can, and ID* A« %s the judge 
Mr. Craliatia also once told me we could — and I am desirous TO .TRY IT ; because 
if we can get on without any of this machinery^ I think it best to dispense with it» 
for it always has been, and always will be, abused, no matter who controls it, we 
cff our enemies. 

Come what will, we must adhere to the PresH policy FOR THE PRESENT, 
eren if it sends us all into the minority. It would be better to go ten years into 
the minority than to recharter THE Bank, or make a new one I^OyT. 

Truly yours, B. F. BUTLER. 

Extract of a letter, B. F. Butler to Jesse Hoyt— dated Albany, Dec. 14, 1832.— 
** The President's Proclamation has electrified our whole community. Next to the 

Declaration of Independence, it is the most p : fetate paper our country's 

have produced." [The words left out are torn off in the original.] 

Extract of a letter, Mr. Butler to Mr. Hoyt, dated Washington, June 29, 1834. — 
^Mr. Taney and myself were nominated this morning; Mr. Stevenson is also yet 
mider consideration. They are very furious in their attacks on Stevenson, and i| is 
by no mieans certain they may not call for information about MY SUPPORT OF 
THE PRESIDENT IN HIS PROTEST, &c., in which event Mr. Wright is au- 
thorized by me to speak strongly »^* 

Extract of a letter, Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse — dated Albany, Dec. 19, 
.1832.— ** I think the [U. S.] Bank question will ent6r,.more or less, into every other 
political one that is agitated here this winter— and I think and hope that our 
friends will feel no disposition, to retrace, in any degree, their steps last winter. 
As a party in this Slate, I think we are fully committed to a course of uncompro* 
mising hostility to THE PRESENT BanA— and if Old Hickory has suffered himself 
to be duped— wAicA I think not unlikely— hyLiringston. and McLane, he must take 
the consequences.'* 

Eight letters-Son. C. C. Camhreleng to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., at New York. 

[No. 1.] Private, Washington, 5 Feb., 1832. 

Dear H. — ^I received to-day the memorial in favor of the Bank of the United 
States — it is signed by a host— said to be principally the friends of the Adminis- 
tration, but J. have looked over the list. Our friends should be up and doing. 
This is forwarded to our delegation in a letter signed by Gideon Lee, Meigs S. 
Benjamin, Dudley Selden and William Neilson. It says the memorial originated 
with the supporters oi the present administration. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

P. Si I presume it is signed by every merchant who keeps an. account at the 
Bank. / ' . 

|No. 2.] Private. Washington, Feb. 6, 1832.--:Deak H.— Get the Workies to 
be up ana doing on the U. S. B. question. They are democrats in principle. 

Very truly yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[Na 3.] Washington, Jan. 10, 1833.— Dear Sm— You are surprised at the ap- 
pomtnient of Mr. Alley as Bank Director instead of Mr. Jackson. I was negligent 
in not writing to Mr. Jackson a second time. The day Mr. White left here he 
stated that Mr. McLane desired us to say who should be appointed, that he, Mr. 
White, had named Mr. Alley. I told him that I was committed to Mr. Jackson 
and should recommend him — ^Mr. While then said that be would c6ncur with 
me in supporting Mr. Jackson, and he wished me to write to Mr. McLane that he 
did so concur. I wrote him in behalf of Mr. White and myself, and also wrote 
him that I understood Mr. Verplanck to be also favorable to Mr. Jackson. After 
this I presumed the matter settled, and so wrote to Mr. Jackson. Some days 
after I learned to my surprise, from Mr. McLane, that in consequence of Mr. 
White's having named Mr. Aiiey, whom he presumed would be satisfactory to the 
Delegation, he had gone too far to recede before he received my letter. I ought 
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to have written this to Mr. Jackson, but omitted to do so. You will oblige me by 
explaining it to him. • Very truly yours, 

C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 4.] Washington, 12th Feb., 1832. 

Dear H. — ^Mr. Hill's speech will go all over the Union— Maf notices Clay's 
attack upon Mr. Gallatin in the best possible manner — it drives it home upon him,. 
His quarrel, too, with General Smith you will have seen — that ought to be noticed 
conspicuously. He is one of our revolutionary Heroes, upwards of 80 — one who 
gallantly defended what was then called Mud Fort on the Delaware, when attack- 
ed by a British squadron. 

With regard lo the Bank it is not worth while to have any public meeting about — 
a remonstrance against it is .enough — I don't think the debate will come up for a 
monthr-Mr. Tibbets sent me A VERY GOOD PLAN OF A BANK— which I have 
returned. Ask him to send me a copy of it. \ 

Very sincerely yours, 

C. C. CAMBRELING. 

[No. 5.] Washington, 16th Feb., 1832. 

Dear H— I return you the letter— Judge Clayton of Georgia has a resolution 
prepared and will oflFer it as soon as he can — it will cover the object in view — I 
shall see the President to-night — who has a confidential director on the spot. You 
need not fear but what we snail take care of the Mammoth in some way or other— 
I think ON REFLECTION that it would be well enough to let the plan Mr. Tibbets 
had in mew alone for the present. Let them follow the Bostonians and Portland 
people in asking for a new bank from the federal government — but on the plan they 
propose — this is on the whole better than to set up for ourselves, which might be 
made use of ,by the Pennsylvanians against us, here and elsewhere — We can bring 
forward a State bank next year— mention thi^ to Mr. Tibbets. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

I did not know before why that paper was so bitter against Van Buren. 

[No. 6.] Washington, 14th Feb., 1832.— Deae H.— The knowing ones at 
Alban^i' merely wish to ma^ceuvre a little about the Governor to get a change. 
That is as I suspect, I have written Wright, Edwards, and Flagg — Croswell, I 
wrote him also. We shall not get at Tl^ Bank for 4 weeks— at least I should 
thing not. The more we discuss it the stronger we shall becbme. McDuffie's, 
alias Calhoun's Tariff is on one extreme — Clay's on t' other. The Gentleman who 
wrote Mr. Mumford is not our friend— He is of the Sutherland school. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 7.] ' Washinoton, 14th March, 1832. 

Deae H. — ^You ought not to appoint any representative in Congress. We shall 
be in the midst of Tariff, Bank, &c., and can't go— taire good, honest, and staunch 
men — ^send such men as Mr. Fish. 

Our friend S- — -, whose letter you read when here, is in a great fidget because 
he did not see his memorial in favor of the Bank of the U. S. announced in the paper. 
I had that important event regularly announced ! 

Root will not trouble us much longer. Angel [or Anzel] hammered him without 
gloves— li^e had nobody to defend him but an anti-mason. 

Sincerely yours, C. C. CAMBRELENG. 

[No. 8.] Privatet Washington, 15th March, 1832. 

Dear H. — ^I never doubted the sincere attachment of the Editors of the Courier 
and inquirer to the course .of Mr. Tan Buren, the President, and our party geaerai- 
ly^but the course they pursue in relation to General Root, is calculated to injure 
tne cause of the administration. I care^ not for the quarrel with ihe Argus — or 
who may be our next Governor — that matter will be no doubt amicably adiusted-- 
but I do care about putting forward a candidate who is as n^uch opposed, to this 
admmistratibn as Joel B. Sutherland— and his votes will prove it, as they have 
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done already. He and Pitcher vote uniformly with the opposition^and Root 
yesterday denounced Tammany Hall, and went openly for the Pewter Mug» Another 
course is pursued which they will find in tile end will be highly injurious to the 
President — that is, pressing the Bank bill upon him at this session with a moral 
certainty that if it reaches him the obligation of public duty will compel him to 
return it— as entirely premature — four years before the charter expires. The char- 
ter of the Bank of England expires next year and has not yet been renewed — 
the charter of the East India Company was not renewed till one year before it 
expired — three-fourths pf the President s friends are opposed to the Bank — and he 
can never, under such circumstances, do otherwise than to send the bill back — if 
he had no other motive the adjustment of the tariff and the extinguishment of the 
public debt — both occurring before the charter expires — are alone sufficient. It is 
the enemies of the Presidei)|t, such as Branch, Wickliffe, Daniel, &c. &c., united 
with tbe friends of the Bank, who are determined 'to send this bill to him, expect- 
ing to do him an injury, and kill the bank too — which its friends are certainly doing 
by pressing it now. Sincerely yours, 

C. C. CAMBRELENG. 



Hon. C. W, Lawrence, M, C, to Mr, Jesse Hoyt, N. Y. 
Franked, per mail. Washington, 26th Jan'y» 1834- 

Mt Bear Sir — I am much obliged to you for your letter of the 21st, and I 
AM APPREHENSIVE QUR POLITICAL FRIENDS MAKE A MISTAKE IN 
'GOING TOO FAR A^GAINST A NATIONAL BANK, but I will have the pleas- 
ure of writing a few days hence. 

Respectfully, your assured friend, CORN'S W. LAWRENCE. 

The same to the same. 

Washington, Slst Jan'yr 1834. 

Mr Dear iSiR — I can scarcely suppose it possible that I could have written 
any letter to authorize the paper you have (enclosed to me, and I feel deeply morti- 
fied that any one should have authorized a publication in a newspaper. May I beg 
the favor of you to request the person to yhom it was directed to return it to me, 
or at least not to circulate it, and if any one should speak of the contents of my let- 
ters, please mention that I had repeated to you, that my letters were only intended 
for those to whom they were directed. . 

I can not imagine who could have received the letter alluded to. I have no idea 
any compromise is thought of by either political party. 

It is my individual opinion that A NATIONAL BANK with proper restrictions 
and subject to State Taxes, ^-c, WOULD BE USEFUL TO THE GOVERNMENT 
AND COUNTRY, and I know there are other individuals in Congress of that opin- 
ion, and that is almost as much as I do know. 

Respectfully, your friend, CORN'S W. LAWRENCE. 



Senator Wright to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, 

Washington, 3d Jan'y, 1834. 
Mt Dear Sir — ^Your letter and th^ enclosure came to me this day, and I have 
this evening sent both to Mi*. Flagg, with such suggestions as occurred to me. 
Nothing can be clearer, in my mind, than that the friends of the Administration in 
your City should not attempt to get up a popular meeting upon this sulaept. The 
legislature is the proper organ to speak for the people upon this important subject, 
and there is not a doubt that thev sboUld act without one moment's delay. It is too 
late to fear any effect from the allegation that our State leads. The subject is now 
before the Virginia legislature, and I think it quite likely they will recommend a 
Tcstpration of the deposits. The legislature of Ohio have acted, and go strong 
against the Bank— in. favor of the removal of the deposits — ^and against the land bilL 
I say they have acted. The mail to-day has brought a copy of their resolutions, 
which had passed the Senate^ and which Mr. Morris, the Jackson Senator from that 
State, says will pass the House ? to 1. Every legislature in. the Union will act upon 
this subject, and ours will not' be behind. ^ 
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If the friends of the- Bank in your city attempt to get up a popular meeting, the 
subject will be one which the friends of the Administration on the ground will best 
know how to dispose of— but in any other way I do not think the mass of your 
somewhat excited population should be called to act. 

The state of feeling here is very violent, and popular meetings eiiher way can 
have little effect. Still I should dislike to see a meeting in New York seeming to 
embody an undivided expression, given to our opponents— /or the political effect in 
the country would be bad, 

I have no time to write farther— but shall be happy to hear from you often and 
freely. 

I think the legislature should — in the shortest possible language — 

1st. Express an opinion against the re-charter of the Bank in any form. 

2nd. Approve of the communication read to the Cabinet on the 18th Sept. last. 

3rd. Approve of the change of the deposits. . . ^ 

4th. Approve of the reasons given by the Secretary for that change, both on the 
ground of the near expiration of the Charter, and on the ground that the Bank has 
abused its chartered powers and privileges, and has become a political institution. 

These points will cover the whole case in a form and manner most applicable to 
the state of things here. Most truly yours, 

SILAS WRIGHT, JR. 

This is the way thmgs are done. Is it the right way ? 

Mr. Van Buren, U. S. Senator, Washington^ wishes his friends in Albany to 
enable him to vote for the. tariff .of 1828, and yet retain the good will of his south- 
ern anti-tariff brethren in the Senate, who have a great reverence for " instructions." 

He is instructed, 

Mr. Silas Wright, holding the same ofl5ce in 1834, preferring pet banks to a 
national treasury, instructs the StatQ legislature what to ask for, how to ask it, and 
when to grind anti-ban^ music out p£ " the proper organ" — and 

In 1824, Judge Skinner of the Albany Regency, a name given to the leaders 
who acted with Van Buren, thought it quite consistent with the duties of his 
station, as Judge of the United States District Court, to write Mr. Jesse Hoyt at 
New York, directing him to call upon Recorder Riker, a Judge under the State 
authorities, and get him to aid Van Buren and the party by usin^ his influence 
with Senator Burrows, to induce Burrows to turn the scale in the Senate Chamber 
at Albany, so as to prevent the passage of a law giving the choice of electors pf 
president and vice-president to the people. The legislature in those days chose 
the electors, and Mr. Van Buren feared that the^people might choose Jackson 
electors, and thus defeat Crawford. He managed the Senate so as to defeat Gov- 
ernor and Assembly, who were for the bill. 

[post mark, Albany.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Counsellor at Law, New York. 

Albany, 11 January, 1824. 
Dear Sir— Mr. Latham A. Burrows of the Senate, I understand, read law with 
Mr. Riker, the Recorder, (at any rate he is attached to Mr. Riker), Burrows is 
considered doubtful on the question of changing the law for the appointment of 
electors. Now Sir, if Mr. Riker is in. sentiment with us, Aw letter to Mr, Burrows 
ion that subject will have great injtuence, and yoil may b^ assured that every vote is 
important to prevent the change contemplated* Cordially, R. SKINNER. 

Mr. Roger Skinner opened his law-store at Sandy Hill, and when Mr. Butler 
broke down in credit and character, as Jaeob Barker's man of all work there. Skin* 
' ner removed to Albany to be a judge, and turned over his paperd and 'office to his 
friend Butlet. In 1821, this grasping partisan was at the same time XT. S. District 
Judge, a Senator of N. Y. state, a Member of the Council of Appointment, and also 
of the Court of Errors. Mr. Van Buren took pay at the same lime, and acted as 
State Senator, a judge in the Court of Errors, a Lawyer pleading before that court. 
Attorney General of N. Y., and a practising attorney, ready, as his son politely puts 
it, to do, << any body's dirty work." Did I not keep before me the choice of Judas 
Iscariot as one of the twelve apostles, I should scarcely forgive the freemen of 
America for placing Martin Van Bcgrea among our eleven presidents. 
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CHAPTER XXIV* 

•* Get up the Workies.^^ " A very good plan of a BanV^ C. C. Cambreleng un- 
cloaked, ifis course last war. He sets up for Congress, and wears two faces at 
Washington* The Veto and Deposit^ System* Mr. Duane. The Specie Clause^ 
A National Bank. George M. Dallas. Silas Wright. 

The Presbyterian Church, of which Mr. Butler is such a prominent member, 
holds to the doctrine, that at the day of judgment, [which Mr. Miller, whom Col. 
Young speaks highly of, believes to be near at hand,] the sins of the righteous will 
be ail proclaimed to the assembled world, and that the saints will vie with each 
other in anxiety to confess their most secret and shameful vices and crimes, in order 
that Christ may obtain the greater glpry through their pardon for his sake. Though 
less disposed than Mr. B. to mix up politics and religion, I would mention that I 
but anticipate a little his own wishes, according to his own creed, by stating with 
great candor here what he ha9 said and done elsewhere. Many biographies are 
mere puffs and panegyrics, like that which he urged Mr. Hovt to coax " the Young 
Patroon*' out of, in order to gull the Albany Dutch, and make more plunder to his 
relative. Barker, out of the Washington and Wiarren. I am ambitious to be im- 
partial. 

Mr. Butler is known as the reputed author of some of the most violent of Jackson's 
State papers against the bank— as bis most steadfast counsellor, (except Kendall), 
in its destruction. Compare this with his conduct in 1824— his petition of '26 — and 
^ his letter of '34, in my last chapter. How the Ex-Cashier of Jacob Barker sneers 
at the experience of Taney and Gallatin I " Uncompromising hostility to the present 
bank," exclaims Lorenzo Hoyt. , " Get the Workies to be up and doing,"*' says 
Cambreleng to Jesse. . What are they to do when they are up ? Put down one anti- 
republican bank, and branches — get plunder for our party — and raise other banks 
of a still more dangerous character, on its ruins ! 

"Mr. Tibbets,'' says Cambreleng to Hoyt, Feb. 1832, "sent me a. very good plan 
of a bank." What was it ? Look in the New York papers of that date — th«^ record 
Mr. Tibbets's " very good plai)," that pleased Mr. Cambreleng, the pretender to the 
principles of Jackson. 

Mr. Tibbets's plan, which suited Cambreleng, was for a bank to be located in 
New York, as " The National Unioii Bank," with a capital of 85 millions, which 
would begin business the moment the charter of the Philadelphia bank over which 
Mr. Biddle presided, had expired. It was to have branches in each state of the 
Union, with the consent of its legislature^ was not to circulate more ^Aan 35 millions 
of its paper at once, and to have the deposites, be the pet, keep die public treasure, 
allow three per cent on government deposits, (charging, of course, 6 or 7 for loans,) 
and its notes were to be used in payments to the U. §., the army, navy, &c. *' A 
very good plan of a' bank" this, quoth the commercial representative of New York, 
ia his secret missive to his brother speculator. Yet he publicly denounced what he 
secretly desiredr— and wrot^ Hoyt soon after << that it would be well enough to let 

* " Get the Workies to be up and doing." What were they to do, Mr. Cambreleng— what wu your object ? 
To place one million of the public treasure in the Commonwealth Bank, Boston— twelve millions more In 
tlie Matahattan, Mechanics, and Bank of America, N. Y.— two and a half millions in the G-irard Bank, 
P^adelphia, (little good it did it)— $2,649,596 in the Planter's Bank, Natchez— $1,662,744 in a 4:oupl& of 
pets at Detroit— and raise Coming's, Oleott's, Bronson's, Croswell's, VanderpooVs» Dudley's, Marcy's, But- 
ler's, Diz's„and Porter's stocks in the Safety Fund Banks created in 1831 and '32. The new stock awarded 
to these ten men in these years was, at ^ju, worth over $300,000, and at 15 per cent, (the average gain as 

K»r Marcy), they gained $30,000 from this speculation alone ! The way they got the stock is shewn by a 
tter, Dx. MaxweU to^Zmo Allen, the P. M. at Sackett's Harbour, N. Y., dated, 

ALBAiry, January 7, 1832. 
Dear Judge— Yours just received. There are more applications for Banks this ye ar than ever before. Yon 
mnt m»ke out a complete list of directors, officers, &e, and If obtained you must know now. It must be a 
Jackson Bank ; and the Bank junto hi this place, must be allowed a finger in the. pie. Yours truly, 

PH> MAXWEIjL. 
In 1683 and 1634. a part of the same men got other $200,000 worth, and cleared the same profits. It is a 
fact that the deposits in Olcott's Bank, Albany, raised its stock 50. per cent. abovei)ar. The Wojrkies, then, 
were wanted by C. C. C. to play second fiddle to a band of , crafty «peculator8— and when many of tha 
new made banks were ** sucked" by the few, they would be shut up till they had " sucked in" the many. 
Let D. D. D. be a Bank director, with $5000 stock in such a Bank as " the City" in Buffalo. He borro ivs 
$y!K).000 . for four months— his colleagnes bonroWin same wav— the bank breaks as they meant it shorid-^ 
each loses his stock, 'tis true, $5000, but he buys the notes of the bank at 15 to 50 cents per dollar, pays his 
$50,000 debt with ^18,000 to $M,000, and makes $20,00$ to $30,000 by the opatatioa! 
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the plan Mr. Tibbets had in view tlone for the present "—let Boston and Portland ask 
Congress for a bank, said he — New York can appeaf to follow y ** but on the plan they 
(Tibbets Sd Co.?) propose." If the citizens of this state do not arise in manly indig- 
nation and p]^t down the faction I now describe in their own language, their criminal 
apathy will surely prove fatal to their children's hapjiiness. 

One great object with me, in this publication, is to prevent some of the artful, hearl*- 
less and intriguing speculators who usually 'find their way into our great conventions 
for improving the constitutions of states, &om being chosen to sit in that which may 
assemble next summer in Albany. I therefore mention certain facts many months 
ahead, not to entrap but to leave room for the fullest inquiry.* If I fail in preventing 
such men as the van Burens, Cambreleng, Butler, &c., from being chosen by somo 
constituency, I wish in some degree to weaken their evil influence by a reference to tha 
deceptions they have practiced, Mr. Builer's statements as to the ability of the Wasln 
ington and Warren Bank to redeem its notes were clearly a fraud. It was obtaining 
from the honest farmers and mechtnics the fruits of their lawful industry for dishonest 
bank paper,* under false pretences. Success in such schemes has induced him to perse- 
vere as a politician. ' My wish is to change the system that impels forward such men 
as him into a dangerous path, and to turn their industry, energies and abilities into a 
noUer channel. I regret that I must speak plainly some very cKsagreeafale truths— but 
it is my duty. 

Churchill C. Cambreleng is a native of the Carolines j has a brother a lawyer in N^ 
Y., and had another who was a lieutenant in the navy. I am told that, in 1813, 
when warned to do militia duties, he raised a plea of bodily infirmities. That he cared 
nothing for the country, its honor or rights, is shown by his course. 

In 1813, Mr. C. was not found in the ranks of his gallant countrymen, but abroad 
seeking gain. That year he sailed for Europe as supercargo of the ship Hannibal, 
which was owned by rhis friend John Jacob Astor, and obtained a special English pass- 
port, to take out General Moreau to fight for " the holy allies " ag?dnst freedom every- 

ioitk4ni,t taking aio«y tka debtB 
i, how Mhall debU and <»fr- 
... . , ^ -^ - - ttandard ? Is the unre- 

strained use of paper as money a grand source of ezistiilt: erils— and if so, what is the remedy ? If a p^er cuv- 
rency is necessary, ought not the natioaal promises' to pay have a preference over those of 1000 privilS^d com- 
pMiies ? If interest is to be paid on promises, why not pay it to the nation ? If banks are necessary to issue pa- 
per, and as a special fiscal auxiliary, (which Ido not believe,) would not one bank, en a demoeroHc b<ui$, be in- 
finitely preferable to a multitude of institutions, flooding the country with their unstable promissory notes, and 
tiien uniting in a general bankraptcy and buying up by brokers, their own obligations-^ach dollar at 10 to 60 
eents in specie? 

The framers of the United States Constitution, may be charged with t{ie terrible eviT of slavery, but are not 
to blame for the misery which an unsettled paper currency has entailed upon the Union. So far from dreaminf 
that ** the ^[eneral welfare" would reifuire a bank wheel, or that Congress would be compelled to«e22 a part of 
the soreraign power over the currency- to a private associatitw of stock-jobbers, capitalists, &c., and then give 
them the public purse as a stock to 'trade upon, they absolutely forbade Congress ever to create a monied cor- 
poration, and prohibited the States from coining indney or issuing bills of credit. 

The Constitution, however, has been set at nought— Congress has twice soU to eorporations it had no power 
to create, the authority to issue its paper as the money of the State — and the several states, though forbidden to 
meddle with the currency, continue to sell to chartered associations the privilege to issue their papw as cirenU- 
ting money, a thing that even the States then^lves cannot lawfully do. 

The results of this disregard for the supreme law of the Union are expansion!^ revulsions depressfens, sus- 
pensions — misery and distress to millions^ periodically, where God, nature, and the constitution havebountiftilly 
provided for peace and plenty to all. 

I am not writing an essay on currency— but it is evident that the paper of a thousand irresponsible associations 
- -the selection by politicians in power, of some thirty or forty banks, in which to deposite, in the absence of a 
treasury, the public revenue— to be by them lent to partisans for land and stock operations or pei^sonal and po- 
litical gain — and the unnatural forcing of commerce and inland trade, buUt on this frail fabric— these certainly 
are not a finality. We have not yet got to- the cul de sac. 

I want to show what-feeble men, like Governor Marty, and cunning men like Messrs. .Caml^elenA Lftwrenee* 
Van Buren, Butler, Wright, Flaggand Croswell have done— that 

*' Even here already patriots learn to steal 

Their private perquisites from public weal, 

' And, guardians of the country's sacred fire, 

Like Afrie's priests, they let the flame for hire." 

It signifies but little that we give the people a larger share than France and Engtandin the theory of onr re- 
presentation, while the real power is in fher hands of an ignoble stock-jobbing oligarchy, who, by their ability to 
make their paper shekels more or less numerous, or to unite to redeem or not redeem them-pto hire editors, at- 
torneys, yea, statesmen and state legislators, to puff their deceitful system, can, for a time, make manufactures 
and real estate dear or cheap at will, lower or raise the value of labor, make speculation as extensive as life, and 
tranafi>rm a Jefieisoaiaa democracy into a nation of gamesters, and onr land into one great gaming house, when 
all are forced to play, mkOe fnajpm eon Mndthtand the gumej mnd aUUJhM^ «r« in a condition to tmml tJum- 
mlv9» of their knoaoUdee. The Frenehman, in 1794, was compelled to receive the assignat at par--^e American 
has a wretohed imitaftioo of a saibty i aive in the Wall street broker's bank-note prsM-sivrsat, variable ss Ihn * 
wind er woman's ftncy. 
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where. Under hie management, the Hannibal changed her colors^ and he oontinned 
abroad trading in her antil about the close of the war. On Monday the 7th of Nor. 
1814, the patriotic C. C. C, arrived at New York, in the Hannibal, under 
Prussian colors, 50 days from Bremen, with a full cargo of iron and Grer- 
man goods, consigned to him. Mr. Wm. B. Astor was his fellow-passenger. Mr. 
Qambreleng turneid commercial commission broker in New York — added politics to his 
svocationB, by way of yariety, in 1820— stood out for slayery in Missouri, and the 
'* peculiar institutions " — and in 1821, being without family or incumbrance, offered 
his services to represent New York in Congress, declaring, througli the National Ad- 
TOcate, April, 1821—*' I am opposed to slavery, or an extension of slavery, in what- 
ever shape it may appear." Was this true ? His votes in the teeth of his principlea 
aoesB the surest answer. 

We have seen that, while openly advocating the destruction of the United States 
Bank, and denouncing all national banks as evils, he was secretly planning the estab- 
liafament of one, on a gigantic scale — ^that while, with consummate hypocrisy, he was 
denouncing *' exclusive privileges," he was openly stmgthening that syatem through 
ttie deposite or pet banks, and anticipating the vast gains on shares and management 
and jobbing to be got out of the new *' mammoth " whose '* exclusive privileges " he 
and his confederates would have for sale. The United States Bank had 25 branches, 
or banks, associated with it— it desired to establish another, and hesitated between 
Bochester, Oswego, and Buffido. Mr. Cambreleng was employed to look at the loca- 
tions — and he did so, and reported, for a fee of $ 1000. 

Ziet the honest farmers of Long Island, and the liberal merchants of New York, 
compare hiajmblic language with his secret instructions to his needy and corrupt instru- 
ment, Mr. Hoyt. 

On the 23d of Oct. 1832, Mr. Cambreleng thus wrote to M. M. Quackenboss and 
others : 

" The veto of the President on the bill « to renew the charter of the Bank of tbe 
U. S., will be long and gratefully remembered by all who feel the necessity of ad- 
hering to constiiuiusmal principles—who deny the wisdom and justice of exchtsive privikges 
—Hand who believe it unsafe to arm government with dangerous and unnecessary power." 

Mr. Cambreleng's secret letters to Hoyt, in favor, of a national bank, tnth exchiswe 
privHefeSj are dated on the 12th and 14th of February, 1834. Just one month befoss 
that, m a reply to Mr. McDuffie, which ^Is six columns of D wight ^ Townsend's 
Advertiser, he talks as follows on father side — 

" No efl^ctual reform of the banking and currency of this country Can take place till 
we abolish our national hank note circulation* fhaX, jsir, is the first step. The next will 
be the restoration of our gold currency." 

This helped Van Buren to hoodwink Jackson, who was really sincere in his deabes 
fot a specie currency. His courtiers were the very basest of hypocrites, the most coa- 
anmmate of knavto. In Sept. 1837, Mr. Polk placed Cambreleng i^t the head of the 
diief committee of Congress on Finance. When the bubble burst Van Buren had tbe 
reins, and Jacksoii wrote from the Hermitage, July 9, 1837— 

*The history of the world nerer hu recorded raeh ban treachery and perild^jr as has beeneommitted by |b* 
igpoBxte banks against the Govemment, and purely with the view of gratifying Biddle and the Barings, and by Hm 
ahspension of specie payments, embanass, and mm, tftktf.couldt tknr oion countrfL fbr the selfish views of mak- 
ing large profits by dirowmg out millions of depreciated pap^r upon the people-Hwlling their specie at large pp»> 
■Hums, and buying up their own paper at discounts of from 25 to 50 per cent and nowjocdung forward to bo Ik- 
duffed in these speculations for years to come, before they resume specie payments."* 

This was the very course that Butler, Barker and the party had pursued, 
meant to pursue^ and now steadily follow. The wonder is that the professions of tibeir 
leader deceived so many of us. Jackson's wish to restrain the vicious, fraudulent 
hankers was noble — ^but why did he remove Mr. Dj^ane, his true and tried friend, 
when the latter advised a thorough enquiry by a committee of Congress into the whole 
hanking system, in 1834, with a view to a permanent system of finance, ai>axt from 
ell banks? When, in 1837, 'the banks had got the plunder, when their vaulti 
had been emptied by speculators, and no treasure remained, Mr. Van . Buren pie- 

*Mr. Polk and his trading cabinet bare selected n corrupt stock-jobber the president of one of the rery wwt^ 
.<f these fradttlent institutions, thus justly condemned by Andr«w Jackson, as Ckdlector of Customs at New York, 
md his, (the eoUector's) bank and others of the • treacherous and perfidioas' depositories of 1836-7, are aotsall^ 
le^ihosen by Mr. Polk, in 1844^ to play orer again, of course, the same dishonest gamo. . 
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tended peat sinxiety for iion treasuries to hold the specie— 'but here again all was hol- 
low. Mr. Hoyt's money, under Mr. Van Buren's direct superintendence, was left at 
the banks kept by Joseph D. Beers and Cornelius W. Lawrence— the specie clause was 
only talked of, to please " the Workies," and such men as Col. Young, till after ths 
election ! Mr. Hoyt did not dream of enforcing it for a single day. The relative posi- 
tions of Hoyt, the Van Burens, and other pretended specie advocates, I have already 
shown. Mr. Duane's course relative to the great question of finance on which he wis 
called to pronounce a judgment, as secretary of the treasury, was beyond all pnuse. 
His reasons were powerful— his views of the future correct — ^his references to the past 
full of warning. How much was lost to the country when Jackson turned ^dm ths 
counsels of this truly great and incorruptible statesman, to follow the interested adviea 
of a corrupt Van Buren and his able and artful confederate, Amos Kendall, so as to be- 
come '' the mere purveyor of hungry and discoidant factions !" Give me the key of the 
Treasury, said Jackson, and the Russian embassy shall be your rich reward, rfot for 
such ^ purpose, was the reply, but you may seize it by force. It was so done, amft 
Duane's too servile successor sits in the centre seat of the bench of justice, in the Si»- 
preme Court of the Union. 

Although Mr. Duane refused to go to Russia, the too complaisant Cambreleng, indtei 
time took that $ 18,000 pleasure trip, which may be considered an improvement on th« 
English " Chiltern Hundreds !" 

Let us select one or two extracts ftom huB speech of Jan. 14, 1834. 

** Of «ll thb cvrrenciet that were ever eontrired by man, the most rieioui in principle, the most celamitou is 
ka effects upon trade, the most detrimental to the public interest, and the most unsafe, as it respects the preserve 
tion of a metallic currency, is that whieh is founded on the credit of a national banh, not only connected with tlii 
flnaneee of a government, but like^ara, involved in all the fluctuations of every species of oommercial credit asd 
dealin]^ in them upon a nation^ scale." . 

" It 18 a common opinion, too, that a national bank prevents the multiplieation (^ State banks. It may be a^ 
^r; but if it is, it is contrary to principle, and in this country and in England contradicted by experience. It ii 
true that' immediately upon n dissolution oi m national bi^ik, there will be, as the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
has shown, an unusual number of af^lications for State institutions ; but in a long series of vears, the t»'ndency of 
a national bank note currency is more powerful than all our local ctrculatioos, in constantly impelling trade, baa]b> 
ing, and every epecies of credit and speculation beyontl those prudent limits, which, without the agency of sueh 
•n institution, wookl usualty be preaeribed by the annual and steady accumulation of the capital of the country.** 

He concluded by sa3ang — " do not entail upon posterity the calamities of a national 
bank note currency, and lay the foundation of another revolution in your govern* 
meat." 

Go back now, read once more his letters to -Hoyt,— despise, and have done with 
him. 

Mr. George M. Dallas's father was a very corrupt politician. He was one of the 
pillars of the system of doing the treasury bosiness through a national bank. His^ son> 
too, was a warm advocate of the 35 million charter of 1816. ^ In Feb., 1817, he 
was appointed attorney to the U. S. Bank ; and in 1844, named by the veteran WeD 
drilled actors of the democratic Baltimore Convention, for Vice President of the Union. 
Mr. R. J. Walker, a great man in the Jac|cson ranks, and Mr. Polk's secretary of th« 
treasury, is said to have got a new light in 1843, and written to a friend from Natohesi, 
in favor of a thkd U. S. Bank! When he accepted the office of U. S: Senator for 
Mississippi, he issued a declaration in this form — *' 1 am against the whole paper sy»- 
tem ; against it as destructive to morals, dangerous to the liberties, and ruinous to Urn 
true interests of the American people — the very foundation of 'banking institutions is 
based upon firaud and fiction.'' 

Silas Wright, Governor of New York, is fifty years ef age, a native of Vermont, 
and a resident of St. Lawrence County. Lorenzo Hoyt was lon^ la^ agent to Mt. 
Wright, (who is by profession a lawyer,) and his brother Jesse has long been his coad- 
jutor and intimate friend. Well knowing lus habiiB and circumstances, Mr. Wright 
was a strong advocate for giving him the oontrol of the Custom House. In 1934, Mi, 
Wright, in the Senate, voted with Jasper Ward, A. C. Flagg and the Vaii Burea 
party, to turn De Witt Clinton out of the office of Canal Commissioner, though he sat 
there without salary, was the soul of the canal project, and Wright's party had the other 
commissioners on their side. It is necessary to ^read Mr. Butler's private letters to coift* 
prehend the apite the &ction felt in life towards Clinton, whom in death they all but deified. 
As Governor, Mr. Clinton originated the plan of revising the statutes~-many real iiD- 
provements In the law practice are of his suggestion — ^and, agreeing with Broughaiipi, 
Dentham, Romilly, and the' great law authorities of England, that a dear, precise code 



106 8ILA8 WRIGHT— OORNl&LIUS W* LAWBENCB. 

of law, for civil and criminal matters, as well as uniformitv of procedure in the courts, 
would be a precious boon to a free people, he urged it on the legislature in his message 
of 1825. Van Buren and Butler, liking the confusion of feudal precedents called Omb- 
mon Law better, nothing W2& done. Mr. Wright was for ^A^ bank and Crawford and for 
Jackson, and the political pets in turn — then for the sub-treasury. In 1834, " he was 
whoUy unmoved by the alarms that had been sounded as to the insecurity of the deposite 
banks" — ^in 1837 he was moved somewhat, and aided in sending Jesse Hoyt into tlie 
modem Grecian temple on Wall street, as high-priest of the grand sub-treasury of the 
Union, in Lawrence's and Beers's banks. He was a delegate to the Herkimer Conven- 
tion of Sept. 8, 1829, where Theron Rudd, Aaron Hackley, N. Garrow, John W. Ed- 
monds, R. H. Gillet, &c., nominated Enos T. Throop fer governor, and has had pity on 
Mr. Butler's pauper molest, aqd placed him on the bench. In 1828, he aided at Her- 
kimer in nommating van Buren as governor. He is of the section of Van Buren's fol- 
lowers who are for a high tariflf. He introduced into the House of Representatives the 
tariff of 1828. I liked his vote for John C. Spencer as United States Judge, because 
the real objection to him was his hatred of slavery. Proscription by sUve owners,, 
whose ignorant negroes are counted in the federal representation, in the teeth of the 
declaration of independence^ and in mockery, of all representative government, which 
is either founded on intelligence or useless, I do not like. Their weight in Congress 
was against cheap postage, too, although even the whites in the south comprise the 
great majority of that 500,000 of 20 years and upwards who cannot read their A. B. C. 
nor write their names. I would neither proscribe John C. Calhoun nor John C. Spen- 
cer— nor did I like^he result which placed a very inferior person in Smith Thompson's 
seat. Though opposed to Texas, if with slavery, Mr. Wright was warm for Polk as 
president, who would not have Texas unless filled with men and women in perpetual 
bondage. In Jan. 1824 he was sent to the Senate pledged to give the people the direct 
election of electors of president, but to servQ a faction he moved to stave off the ques- 
tion till Nov. Like Mr. Butler he wished to avoid Samuel Young as a candidate for. 
Governor. He is good humored, able and shrewd*^and the company he keeps will tell 
his country what he is. 

Extract of a letter, Lorenzo Hoyt, at Albany, to his brother Jesse, at New York — 
dated FeVy. 28, 1824.— *' How are the democrats in New York pleased with the move- 
ments at Washington ? . Does not Calhoun's boUing in fovorcf Jackson AUGUR 
BAD, inasmuch as Jackson may^ aiid I apprehend WILL, BOLT in favor of Adams f 
If things take that course, and Clay's friends will not yield to Crawford, 1 fear that 
Adams will be the strongest man. However, I, strongly believe that Clay's friends in 
this State will, if necessary ^ abandon him, and cast their weight into the scale of Craw- 
ford," &c. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

OroneHua W. Lawren^a^his political career^— on both sides on the Bank*-for Van Buren 
— ^or the Sub-treasur^for Teaeas — Mayor, M, C, Bank President, Chamberlain and 
Collector of Customs at N, Y. 

Cornelius W. Lawrence was a director of the United Sta^.es Bank branch in New 
York in 1827. In 1834, he was as much a " bank man" as in *1827, but he had by 
this time got a hint how his personal interests might be advanced by voting with J. K. 
Polk in Congress against the Bank. He did so, and for the distribution of the publio 
treasure to favorite State banks — then went home — had for his share a two million char- 
ter in 1836, with two millions capital, and two millions of dollars of the national trea- 
sure put into it, but not at interest. He himself, with Morgan L. Smith, and other 
« trusty cronies," were the commissioners to '< distdbute said capital stock." If the 
confederates got on their stock the profit calculated by Mr. Marcvrviz., 15 per cent, 
it would make, on 20,000 shares at $ 100, $ 300,000. All the stock was paid in by 
the shareholders, in gold and" silver, the U. S. Treasury gave them other two miUioDS 
for safe keeping, and nine months from the day it opened its doors, to Wit, in May, 
1837, it shut them again, refused to pay its debts' either to people or government, in 
lawful money, speculated with its funds, and if I would say that it didn't^ or thkt ht 
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directOTS didn't, bay np its own depreciated paper at a discount who would believe me t 
Those who know Mr. Lawrence's pure disinterestedness, and who can credit the asser* 
tion that there was no bargain in 1834 to ^ve him, for a pet bank to be started in 1836, 
sixty tons of goYemment specie or its equivalent, but that he voted (as he says he did) 
contrary to his conscience, nrom conscientious motives, may do so. On the 26th of Jan'y 
1834, he wrote his friend Hoyt of his fears that those he was acting with were " goin^ 
too far against a national bank." On the 31st of same month, it was his opinion *' that 
a national bank would he useful to the government and country," under proper restric- 
tions, of course. 

On the 18th of Dec'r 1833, Mr. Binney presented the memorial of the U. S. Bank, 
stating that for one and a half millions paid to the ^emment, and other consi- 
derations, the bank was to be the U. S. Treasury during its tenfi, and complaining that 
the public monies had been wrested from it and given tp pets thro' the Union, who 
had paid nothing at all. Mr. Polk moved that it ^ould go to his committee, known to 
be unfavorable, and Lawrence and Cambreleng voted with Polk. — ^Mr. Selden, Law- 
rence's colleague, on 3d Feb. '34, presented a memorial from New York, praying the 
renewal of the Bank charter, and ihe restoration of the- depo«ites. Selden moved its 
reference to a select committee, who could hear reasons and report. Lawrence voted 
with Polk, C. P. White, Gillet, abd Yanderpool, to give it its quietus in his (Polk's) 
committee. On the 17th of March, a highly respectable memorial from Boston was of- 
fered far the Bank. Mr. Gorham molr^ to print it toith the names, Mr. Polk said he 
was willing to print the memorial, but wished to suppress the names of the siffuers ! 
For once, and once only, liawrence left his mentor, and voted with John Quincy Adams 
to print tiie whole. 0n the 4th of Anril it was put to vote, ought the U. S. Bank to 
be re-diartered t Lawrence, Cambreleng, Polk, and Yanderpool voted No. C. P. 
White and SeMen did not vote. Next, &e resolve was put that the deposites ought 
not to go back to the Bank. Lawrence, Polk, Gillet, J. Y. Mason, and Camhreleng 
were ayes. B. Selden, E. Everett, Geo. McDuffie, and J. Q. Adams were noes, and 
they were right. Campbell P. White kept below ihe bar. Then came the home vote. 
Resolved that the State banks ought to be continued as places of deposite for the public 
money : and Polk, Lawrence, Yanderpool, Cave Johnson, Cambreleng, Cramer, and S. 
Beardsl^ were ayes. Selden, J. Q. Adams, Lincoln, E. Everett recorded their names 
against ^is great injustice. C. P. White kept out of the wf y . it was next pronosed 
to appoint a committee to inspect the bank b<x)ks, see who had got its fhvots, and find 
whether it had violated its charter. Selden voted for enquiry, C. P. White and Law- 
rence were absent, Cambreleng said yea, and the com. was organized. On many other 
important questions, Mr. Lawrence, in some 50 or 60 days, never gave a vote. His pay 
was drawn, Ipresume, $8 pe» day, as if he had done his duty, bv beinff present. 

Cornelius W. Lawrence, it is said, was bred to farming work, and is of a Long 
Idand quaker fiunily. He and his brothers Joseph and Richard M. were New Yon 
auetioneerB, and made money in the, house of Hicks, Lawrence & Co., retiring befnn 
it became bankrupt in 1837. Their brother Richard was, I understand, made a bank'^ 
mpt, but his wife, (Jacob Drake's daughter,) has a little fortune of $60,000 which his 
creditors would miss. Comeliua is an old man, of large size, and yeacj food of cham- 
paign. His first wife was a rich sister of David M. Prall. On Feb. 15, 1819, he was 
married again, to Rachel Ann, Hicks, a daughter of his partner the auctioneer (now not 
wealthy.) He lias been a great speculator in Bank stock and cotton, and I am told that 
his son voted last election for Mr. Clay. ^r. L. has been twice or thrice Mayor of 
New York— been mefiaber of Congress (1832, '3, '4)— got the two nulli^ bank in Wall 
street in 1836, the presidency of which, to save appearances, he has handed over to his 
brother* Joseph, together with the city chamberlunship, when he (Cornelius) got poe- 
session of the oolleotorshib of New York-^it bein^ convenient to hold as many lucrative 
places as possible in one family. Joseph is, I beheve, of the firm of Lawrence, Trim- 

* Af nukttera now tund, Secretary Walker, haviDg a right andentandiiig with Hr folic, derignatea the treaaii- 
rf banka. The Collector of NT. T. beingfinfomed on the aubjeot, Mr. L. IL, owing $30,000 duticMi payable to-day 
in cash, goea to Lawrence's bank, or the one moat friendly to him, and gets « note discounted to coyer tliat auiq, 
writes a cheek far the $30,000, which the teUer marks *' good," and L. Af. pays it at the Cashier's deak, in fall of hia 
dotiea. The Collector sends the check to the bank as cash— the bank chanes the merchant 7 percent interest, 
nnd gets it, too, in advance, bvt pays none to the goTemment, though it crediu the U. S. Treasurer with the likn 
■mount Thus, without trouble, irithout adyaneing one cent, or running any risk^ the bank geU $935, (as 90 dayu 
iaterest) How like this is lo Butler's $500 counsel fee from a defendant, or $30,000 law obazga for a metiw ob 
bonda known tone utteriy wortliless! 
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Ue & Co., a large oommiBsion house, and married an heiress, a daughter of Alderman 
Townshend. 

In July, 1836, Sam'l SwartWout presided one day at a great Texan dinner in this 
city — Goy'r Hamilton, of S» C, Genl Ripley j Mi. Calhoun's brother, Mr. Lawrence, 
and many other *' friends of the Texan caase," were there. A character for friendship 
to Texan annexation and an increase of the slave power in Congress, is useful to those 
who would fill lucrative offices in the gift of the federal government. Anti-Slavery de- 
mocrats must look to Albany. 

As a speculator in Bank Stock, Collector Lawrence was always a follower of Van 
Buren. He followed his lead in the U. S. Bank war — ^got paid — wa^ one of the signers 
of the N. Y. com. of citizens at Tammany^ who took sides with Van Buren when the 
Senate rejected him as minister to London — wa^ one of the State electors of President 
when Van Buren was nominated in '36 — John V. B. made him '' run like the cholera," 
as mayor, with the help of Marcy and the six million message of 1834. On the 85th 
Sept. 1843, the '* conservative'* C. W. L. was one of Van Buren's Sub Treasury Vice 
Presidents for the 6th ward at the great meeting in the Park — and will be ready to aid 
the initiated in any scheme to raise more stocks for speculation, state or national, by 
which '* the Albany Dutch" may le eased, according to law, of their spare dollars. 
When the Glentworth papers were seized, Mr. Butler addressed notes to the select, 
** Varian, Lawrence, Bowne, and Allen, to meet him on "business of great importance." 
These, with Hoyt, Morris, and Stephenson were trusted with the great secret— -and 
when it was told about that Lawrence, Fish, and Alley had said it was all a hoax, Mr. 
Bryant in the Post, gravely contradicted the error, by authority. Bitchie said in the 
Union, that '' no appointment could be made more satisfactory to the democracy of all 
dasses than Mr. lAwrence," and the Albany Atl^ set forth his ^ integrity and great 
personal worth." Mr. Lawrence informed the public, thro' Mr. Sujlrran's Morning 
rest, of his acceptance, he having been *' voluntarily selected by the President, from 
his acquaintance with him nBfeUow democrats (//.') in Congress." The Evening Post 
responded, using the words— *' integrity," ** character," '* confidence of the party," 
and so forth. . , 

William Leggett, iu page 608 of yd. 1st of his Plaindealer, asks, <* Who made C. ' 
W. Lawrence, and Gideon Lee, andOeorge D. Strong, and Walter Bowne, Presidents 
of Banks 1 Were they appointed solely in reference to their ability in financial transac- 
tions— -or was the ofllce given to them as a reward for party services and sacrifices 1— 
We have too Jong submitted to a system of hanking founded on political cs^ital, instead 
oi money cai»tal. We protest against the creation of exclusive priviligQs for the pur* 
pose of paying these men for their political services." . 

Mr. Lawrence's character, and the recommendations to office already quoted, are evi- 
denoe that he will make that vast and costly machine, the Custom House, serve the pur- 
poses of the knot of political speculators with whom he is connected. Prosper M. Whet- 
more is hi» most intmiate adviser, and a most suitable one. On the 24th of Dec. 1834, 
C. W. Lawrence, R. Riker, John L. Graham, and George D. Strong, wrote to John I. 
Morgan and others, Washington, (the fall election being over), desiring an inspectorship 
for Abraham Le Foy, because of *' his assiduity and efficient influence as a member of 
the democratic family." It would, they -add be 'Ta favor to ourselves." Give him 
$ 1006 said Swartwout, and it was done. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



Qavemor Marcy* s Lettefs—on Ms Pantaloons— his War- Services— kts fSectton — iheV* 
8. Banhr-^he NvUifier^—the Elections of 1832 and '35. iSf. D. Ingham on Clay and 
Anti-fnasonry, Flagg on Pontics* 

Senator Marcy to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, New York. 
[Private.] Albany, leth Oct., 183d. 

My Dear Sir — ^Tonr letter of Monday evening I receired this morning, and with it a 
bflceeze from the South, that gives some of our folks a chill. .« 
The oppofiition pretend to have certain information that Ritner is elected. 
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Thonirh we do not yet yield to this belief, still we aie leas confident than we were yes- 
dsjr of Wolfe's Election. 

As to the Pantaloons affair* perhaps I am not the person best qualified to advise. 

Though the charge was right in itself, ye( it must be regarded as an unfortunate one^ 
because so easily turned into ridicule. 

I showed your production to F]agg--4ie thought it very wdl, but seemed to think it 
was a Uttle too formal. The enemy will have their laugh, biit I hope it will not ds 
much mischief. 

The true explanation is simply this-^ 

When Comptroller, I had always made war on lumping charges, because I was satis- 
fied many frauds against the State had been perpetrated by them. 

The law provided the payment of 'the Judge's expenses in holding the Special 
Circuit. I kept a particular account of them wMch was handed to the.Comptroller. 

While on this business some work was done on Pantaloons, for which the Tailor 
oliarged Fifty cents ; it was entered on the account, and went into the Comptrollei's 
hands without a particular reflection how it would appear in print, 

I feared n» danger for I knew no sin. 

I can not advise koto it is best to treat the subject. 

The article in the Arpis, headed, '* A very grave affair," is perhaps as full an ex- 
planation as the transaction will admit of. But it will be well to connect it, if mueb 
must be said on it, with the great frauds an'd peculations of Holley, Van Tuyl, John Y. 
N. Yates— (who I believe for love of me writes many of the scmrrilous articles in our 
Xiaoers,) in appropriating about $ 800 of Peddlers' License Fees, &c. &c. 

Now as to my War Services, (a more agreeable subject,) I was out two campaigns-^ 
in 1812 on the nor^ern frontier — belonged to the party which took from the enemy at 
St. Regis the first stand of colors taken in the late war, on land, and the first prisoners 
(about 40 in numbcMr.) 

These prisoners were in a house built of square timber. I personally headed the 
party that took them— myself Inroke open th» bouse, entered it, and took firom the hands 
of the soldiers their arms, d^c. 

I due not how much this matter is handled, bat rather they would let mv pantaloans 
akme^ I xetum yoor remarks. Yours, &c. W. L. MARCY. 



"" Judge Marcy to Mr, Jesse Sbyt, at New-York. 

Albany, 4th Oct., 1833. 
Mt Dear Sir — ^Youxs of yesterday is received. Before it eame to hand I had de- 
termined to write to you in order to relieve the gloom which my former letter was eal- 
eulated to cast over your mind. Information received since writing to you has con- 
siderably raised my hopes^ V. Buren writes from the iitfeeted District that we shall 
ffiin there as much as we can lose in the other parts xii the State. That we shall gaia 
(troeaking with reference t9 the last Grovemor's Election) I do not doubt— but the extent 
of that gain cannot to be conjectured. I think it will be^;3000 in the 8th District — and 
about 2000 in the 6th. Our recent news from Washington County is very flattering. 
7^ FACTIONS there do not coalesce. There is a reasonable hope ^at we shall be 
better off by 1000 votes than has been calculated. The proceedings in Westohester 
have dissipated the gloom that .hung over that oouiUy» We understand that both the 
Ward and Hunter parties will support our Electoral Ticket and State candidates. The 
diarter election here has nerved our friends, and inspired a determination to meet efforts 
by efforts. Upon the whole our afilairs look pretty well, and success is in our own 
hands, but we must labour to keep it. I fear more for you in N. Y. than any other 
ndace. Your vigilaa^ and vigorous efforts can alone save, you horn a disappointment. 
Davis's calculation in yesterday's C. & En. is, in many particulars, very wild. I ha«^ 
run over that calculation and made a note of deductions and additions, which I think 

* Governor Marcy'a uneasitiess Mt the joke about his patched breeches and barber's bill— 4he Argus artickH- 
Hoyt's essay—Flaf r*B opinion grmrtiy taken-««nd the surmises against Mr. Yates, are proofs of the pow er of th* 
press to awe oficiaimen— 4f the press were, but honest, and the people possessed or intelligence and wisdom 
enough to see the importance of upholding an editor able to rise above the -trammels of party. Mr. Marey^ 
praises U>ottt his War Services, seem to have been composed by himself. His other letters in thu chapter ahoir 
Um views aa to the electk>n— the important position of Hoyt as the oonSdeatial instrument of the party at N. T^— 
wdthetemDeroftheman. IUIm Marc/'auadFlagg'tietttn, isttMHaiii. UBdwsbaOarayilta^pMkipallMr 
wimliJtliave pem bettor neo. 
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may be reasonably be depended on, by which I yaij the results. About 20,000 a preUy 
material variation* I do not wish it exhibited. Indeed I believe it is rather an idle 
employment to be making estimates. The best rule is to do the work and see Iheiresult. 

I am, with great resoect, yours, 

W. L. MARCY 



Senator Marcy to Jesse Hoyt, Esq.^ New-York. 

Washington, 3d June [1832^] 

My Diar Sir— I have been shamefully negligent of my promise to you in relation 
10 the result of the interview with my Albany friends. I hoped to be able to convince 
ihem that it was right and proper for me to adhere to the determination Which I had 
oommunicated to Croswell ; but I failed in doing so. They convinced me that there 
were more difficulties attending the selection of a proper candidate than had presented 
themselves to me. The result was that I am not to persist in declining now but am to 
be let alone if it can be done — as t think it may without injury to the party.' 

It would seem to imply (if it cannot be) that I am a mighty consequential fellow. 
You or any body else may think so if you will, but I do not. 

Wdb has not modified and published your articles. So long time has now elapsed, and 
the fever of those who called for me to come out has so much subsided, that probably 
nothing more will be said by him. How stand affairs in N. Y. t 

There is a great effbrt making we learn bt the manufacturing interest to get up an 
eKcitement on the Tariff— our fnends from Albany and elsewhere thought it would not 
succeed. Bodies of manufacturers are flocking in here, apd they appear about AS 
CRAZY AS THE NULLIFIERS— I think the extremes, will unite aud defeat all at- 
tempts at compromise; Youis, &c., 

. W. L. TVf ARCY. 



SenatorJUarcif to Mr. Jum Bloyt, 

Washington, Saturday. 

DsAR Sir — ^I have this morning recdved a note from Webb, and I learn from the - 
tenor of it that you had written to him on t^e subject which engaged us in two or three 
conversations. I find that our opinions of him were petifectly correct. Attacked as he 
is on all sides he is willing to attend to others as well as himself, I find my intimation 
to you is well founded that Bennett had been too sanguine in the matter referred to and 
had understood from me more than I intended to convey. Webb has undoubtedly every 
disposition to put things right and he ought to be permitted to do so to a certain extent 
in his own way— I have had full conversations withjou and from them you can make to 
him such suggestions as. will apprise him of my views. He may think 1 ought to write 
to himr— and jso I should perhaps— but I have two reasons for not doing so^-the one is 
that if I should go over the whc^e matter as I did with you in' conversation it would 
make a prodigiously long letter, and I am too much engaged to afford the time to write 
it, but the eiecolid is I have declined to write to all Editors on the subject (except one 
whidi I explained to you.) This iresolutioii was early taken to preserve my position — 
to keep silent. He w^ appreciate my motives and I hope approve of the course 

[The date—Hgnature— and a few words of the conclusion, torn off.] ' 



Privam. ,T? ^^ *<^^' Alb'y, 1 Oct. .'32. 

My Dear Sir : — ^I did not reemve ^our letter of Thursday till last evening. I hasten 
to reply to it^-though the answer will give you no pleasure. 

I think our chance of success doubtfm. ' 

Although others are full of courage, T am not. . I have looked critically over the 
State, and have come to the conclusion that probably we shall be beat. 

I would not say this to you were I not perfectly confident that it will remain a prth 
found secret, ^ 

All reports from New York are that we shall do better than you represent ; yet I 
Vbave distrusted them. 
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The U. S. Bank is in the field, and I cannot but fear the effect of 50 or 100 thousand 
dollars expended in conducting the election in such a city as New York. I have great 
confidence in the honesty of the people, but it wiD not withstand all temptations. The 

CORRUPTION or SOME LEADS TO THE DECEPTION OF MAN7. 

You ought to look to the Upper Wards. I fear you will find defections among the 
active electioneerers. 

Though I speak so discouragingly of the result^ I do not doubt, if money could be 
kept out of use, we should beat them.' But it will not. Yet great efforts without mo- 
ney may save us. 

I hope those efforts will be made in New York. 

If I thought N. Y. would do as others say it will, I should say the chance is in oui 
favour, but I feared such a result as you predict. 

My advice is-^n7 Bet YOUR MONEY, BUT SPEND IT, as far as you legally 
can, to PROMOTE THE ELECTION. We are all determined to deserve success, and do not 
deapairof getting it. Yours sincerely, 

W.L.MABCY. 

J. Hoyt, Esq/ 



Han. 8. D: Ingham^ Sec*y of the Treasury, Washington, to Mr. Jesse Hovt, N. York. 

Washington, 10th Not. 1832. 
Dear Sir, — ^I thank you for the information in your letter of the 8th. 
This Election, together with that of Pa., must kill Anti-masonry. 
They will not again raise that flag in the nation, and scarcely in a State. 
It will be driven baek into a few countiiBa— but Mr, Clay is also done ; however 
desperately he may fight in a forlorn hove, that is tkot the character of his friends. 
They cannot again be brought up to the charge. 

Yours with great respect, S. D. INGHAM. 



Comptroller Flagg to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. 

Albany, March 96, 1833. 

Dear Sir, — ^You will have seen the proceedings of the Convention, and will, I 
doubt not, be gratified with the general results. Bowne had been the prominent man 
ibr a State^ delegate before the ^. Y. delegation arrived, and a majoritif of the dele- 
gation agreeing upon him, it settled that matter at onCe. Your city delegation was 
kept back until nearly the hour of the meeting of the Convention— and Selden and a 
few mischievous spirits among your members, of the Hous^, Induced your delegation to 
believe that some contrivances adverse to the city were agreed upon here, and that they 
would have delegates forced upon them who would not be agreeable to them — and 
Selden did all in his power to throw the Convention into confusion. He was mistaken 
in his men, and only made himself appear factious and foolish. ' i ... , . . 
The strong vote of the Convention rebuked the factionists, and all things went off with 
the most entire unanimity, both in the Committees and the Convention. 

The delegates to Baltimore I have no doubt form a unit in regard to any measure to 
promote the interests of Mr. V. B.and the Old Hero. 

The political afi&irs of this State never looked/ fairer — ^there is some diversity oi 
opinion as to a candidate for Gov., which will be settled at the Herkimer Convention— 
and the names of Jackson and Van Buren will get a triumphant vote and bear down aU 
opposition. Yours truly, 

A. C. FLAGG. 



Oov\r Marey to Jesse Hoyt^ Esq,, N. T. 



Private. Albany, 26th Jan'y, 1835. 

My Dear Sir — I received your letter this morning on the subject of L. M. M. It 
is proper that Mr. M. and all other oflice holders in N. Y. whose feelings or whose 
conduct has gone with the Wigs should be fully apprised of my situation in relation to 
their appointments, and that they should be made sensible that they have contributed to 
bring about a state of things which prevent me from doing towards them as I have dona 
heretofore and should under othw dicumstances do now. The pxindpal aactioDMn 
15 
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partook of the madness and infatuation which last year seized the great mass i)f the 
' Merchante — ^they aided in giying suooees to our opponents in the Common Council^— 
they countenanced and some practised the prescriptive policy of that body — turned 
away their clerks, carmen, &c. — upheld the course pursued by the Wig papers — and 
cheered on the Common Council in sweeping the dedss of all our political friends. The 
very men who have been proscnbed in N. Y., with the expressed or implied approba- 
tion of those who wish reappointmentB, now surround me in great numbers^ asking the 
places and commissions of the fnvscribers. What shall I say^what ought I to say to 
these applicants 1 Shall I send these victims of proscription, and victims. q£ the panie, 
home, empty handed, to beg employment of those who h^e deprived them of it, and 
give commissions to those who are the authois or even the silent approvers of the 
oourse pursued by the Common Council and the panic makers f If I had but one hour 
of official life to live I should consider it my solemn duty to employ it ^liligently in 
protecting my political friends firom persecution. My friends in N. V. ought to look at 
both sides of this question before they advise a oourse of liberality wMch would be 
iigostioe to fiiends and, as past experience shows, returned with ingratitude. 

Yours, &c.^ W. L. MARCY. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 



7%addeus Phelps imd the Free Bank sdione, SRs prioate report. OaUaHn on Bepeal, 
i^gg^ o^ Marcy. Letters, Marcy, Flaggy Cutting, and C It. lAvingston to Jesse 
Hoyt* E. Livingston, Message writing* 

The facta stated in my chapters on stocks and banking will have shown the reader 
that much of the anxiety displayed by knavish politicians, brokers, congress-men, 
bankers, governors, judges, &c., for national banks one day, and for^state banks 
another — this time to have, one set of men put forward — ^t' other time a different set, is, 
in the main, caused by the vast gains made by getting hold of fancy stocks, puffing this 
this week and that the next— or i)eprai8ing one thin^ that you may get another, as Van 
Buren did hard moneys which served as a pretext for his hungry legions of officials to 
keep a few millions oi soft money not their o^n— altogether. 

On the eve of the election of 1^6, Mr. Hoyt^ with the secret promise of the reversion 
of the Custom House, should his captain gain the day, was indefatigable. All sorts of 
proposals were got up to please all sorts of people— and among others it was suggested 
that banking ought to be unrestrained. The knowing ones, knew that the chartered 
banks would probably soon go by the board, and they were for securing a fresh batch of 
* charters,' for sale before the general break up. 

By reference to the N. Y. Evening Post of I9th Sept., 1836, it will be seen— that on 
the 25th of April that year, Thaddeus Phelps, D. B. Tallmadge, Saul Alley, W. B. 
Lawrence, Stephen Allen and Jesse Hoyt were appointed a Committee to obtain a 
<nange in the banking system by a repeal of the law confining the stock and scrip 
banking crafl to ineorporated assqoiatiqns. Their first public report is dated 13th Sept. , 
(Hoyt Secretary) ; they there state that ** a portion of them" went up to Albany when 
appointed, and attempted to get repeal, but could not — and they go on with a tedious 
jargon about tyranny^ freedom, naked deformity, &c., trying to make it appear that 
they had been unwearied in their effi[>rts at undoing what Mr. Van Buren and his 
friends had so long made their money by-— the- monopoly of banking — so that every 
sovereign in the Union might issue his currency, and be a banker. 

To me, a far greater curiositv is the above committee's first privati ftEPORTy 
addressed April dOth, 1836, by Thaddeus Phelps to his precious comrade, Hoyt— and 
here it is : -- - 

Mr. ThaddeoB Phelps, at Albany, to Mr. Jesse Hojrt, at New York. 
'* Dear Hoyt— We arrivedi this morning and have already aooomplished wonders. 
CNr P^kKncs has already made £te Banks tn thu Mmutf (no fear of the Senate) 
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and by t(» morrow night there is very little doubt we shall have made twenty or thirty 
more. I[«u fellows who are in favor of the Repealers, may all now go to Hell in your 
ow^n way. Consider your restraining law repealed. Consider me a partner in a Bank- 
ing- Company— -I put in 2,000,000— Call on John Ward for the money. No more at 
present^Your loving friend, THADDEUS PHELPS. 

** Arrived on Monday morning.'* 29 April. 

*^ Monroe has sent in his allegiance— and the Native American party. May 

go to the D— 1. Boat off. T. P." 

This Mr. Thaddeus Phelps, a gamt)ling, stock-jobbing character, was a constant 
signer to applications for office from Hoyt and Swartwout — and he and Coddington, 
lioyt, (Lawrence, if I remember right,) Allen, Bowne, and the rest of the leaders in 
N. York, subscribed and paid $20 ^ach, in all $440, to assist the circulation of the 
Truth Teller, and the Sentinel, papers that they perceived to be friendly to their side 
of the question. 

I do not know whieh of the other members of the Committee went up with Mr. 
Phelps — but on referring to the Assembly's and Senate Journals, I perceive that the 
stir about bank chartering began at the very time he speaks of. That his and hia 
firiends' secret object was more Vanks, more stocks^, mote gambling, the above letter too 
clearly shows. Mr. Phelps's name is associated in the statute book that session, with 
those of Walter Bowne, and James McBride, (the director that borrowed the deposites 
out of the Manhattan to speculate on), a commission to distribute the stock of the 
Hamilton Insurance Company, and the stock of the 5th Ward Insurance Company — he 
is also made by law a director. Phelps is from Connecticut— -a very old confederate of 
Hoyt's — and was examined by the commission appointed by the President in '41. He 
said, (Rep. page 290), that after Hoyt got the colli&ctorship he paid large sums of his 
old indebtedness, and was embarrassed when he got the office. Hoyt had also been 
made a Danish Commissioner,^ a pompous way of settling matters the officials should 
attend to, but affording the means of bestowing doucers on ''the king's poor cousins.^' 
Hoyt, Coe and Butler were also made fire commissioners, I think in 1836, and earned 
a certain aym thereby.-- When Mr. Marcy lost the government of N. Y., he was made 
a Mexican Commissioner, but whether it held out Umg at the salary ( $ 3000 a year), I 
have forgotten, if I ever knew. 

Mr. Albert 'Gallatin wrote a letter in the Arg^us, about the repeal — a yard long — 
Mr. Marcy wrote Hoyt to suggest or draw up a message for him upon repeal — and but 
few knew that the Governor's Messa|re of January 1837, was a joint stock production 
of Jesse Hojrt & Co. Perhaps Mr. Van Buren penned a paragraph or two— for, says 
Hammond, in his History, ** Mr. Marcy, from the time he entered the political field, 
had been the confidential friend of Mr. Van Buren." My. Tallmadge and Mr. Hub- 
beirs letters show that when Mr. Marcy had resolved not to endorse the sub-treasury in 
his message, he did endorse it. It is presumed the remajTlu he there used wer^ sent 
him from Washington. 

Well plight the poet of the Seasons say, that — 

Unblest by yirtue, Governnent a letfo* 
Becomes, a circling junto of the great. 
To mb hy law ; religion mild, a yoker, 
To tame the stooping soul, a trick of state, 
To mask tiieir rapine and to sh^re their prey. 

There is no doubt left on my mind, that Mr. Marcy, in sanctioning the cormpt and 
corrupting legislation of his day, with his signature as governor, was well aware of the 
deep injury he was inflicting on the worthy people' who had once, again, and a third 
time trusted in his honesty and oath as their chief magistrate. The few letters of hie 
herewith published show some candor, and even talent, with a seeming desire for fair- 
ness. But what of justice do we find in his general conduct? Mr. Leggett knew him, 

* *< WashingtoD, March % 1831. Dear H.— Yoa and Winchester were eat^fbrmed toniay— I do not mean relig- 
kmily, for although it might apply to General Winchester, who may be a very pious man, fomlauno it do%*t m 
that ^tue applff to yoM— Simpson's nominaUon was rejected. Young Fulton*s nomination as Secretary was oon- 
finned. 

We beat the SMiate triumphantly about the proviso on the approprIatloD-4>otk lionsM muudmously agreed 
to nuike the appropriation only in mtotlur/ormi and to strike out the proviso. 

Sincerely yours, '^ C C. CAKB&EUSNa 



116 FLAOO, MABCT, AND CUTTING ON REPEAL. 

and thns describes him, Vol. I. Plaindealer, p. 450. " He is a weak, cringing, inde- 
cisive man, the mere tool of a monopoly junto, their conyenient instrument ; 

and while he gives his sanction to their unworthy measures, we survey hhn with con- 
tempt, and can offer no better excuse for his conduct than tiiat ' his poverty, and not 
his will consents.' " 

What '* snlall lights," such governors as Van Buren, Marcy and Throbp are, when 
■et beside the generous and ingenuous Clinton t* 

' Ch'ge to Gov'r— Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Connsellor at Law, New York. 

Albany, 24th Nov. 1836. 
My Dear Sir,— You promised me s&mB Uluininatum on the subject of the restraining- 
laiw or rather the repeal of it. I am informed ^at there is a probability that I am elect- 
ed, and if so it will be expected that I send to the legislature a message — If you ha^e 
any publications or other ^natters too cumbersome for the -mail^ yoQ can if you dioose 
put them in the charge of one of the electors from your city, tf you are extravagant 
m your notions, they will not be adopted — you expect as a matter of course they wiQ be 
modified. I will not ask you to get i^at you wnle yourself copied because it is possi- 
BLB tJiat some one may be found in this city or vicinity who will be able to decypher 
your hand writing. 

I am, with great respect, your to be obliged and humble Serv't, 

W. L. MARCY. 

[This governor had sanctioned laws in April and Mav, giving more special privileges 
to newly chartered oanks, and for the sale or disposal of their stocks. He now, in 
Nov. — ^Yan Buren's and his own election secured— ^invites Jesse Hoyt to illuminate his 
benighted vision, as to the best mode of rendering less valuable the special advantages for 
whidi cunning or silly people had just paid cash to C. W. Lawrence, &c.] 



Jesse Hbytf Esq.j New York. 

Albany, Oct. 3, 1836. 
Dear Sir,— The repeal of the restraining law, so far as^ to allow offices of Discount 
and Depoute, is universsally assented to ])y town, county, district, and state conven- 
tions. To this extent a law can be passed with little opposition. If the issuing of 
Bills is added, so as to multiply without limit the manufactories of paper money, a 
new aspect will be given to the whole matter, and those who are opposed to any diange 
may be enabled to keep things as they now are. If we can open the way, and build op 
a class of Banks whicn not issue paper^ these will cooperate in making the currency 
more sound than at present ; if they have nothing to make by the issue of small bills, 
Ihey will not be aggrieved by seeing gold and silver take the place oif tlie small biUs. 
A:iler the fetters are knocked o^, ai^ the new class of money-changers are '' in tiie 
fSX\. tide of successful experiment," such other modifications may be m^e as experience 
may recommend, and as '' the business wants of the community^may require.^v Re- 
peal the restraining law, refuse all banks, unless their stock is sold at auction, and 
those who trade upon legislation, (the hon'ble the lobby) will be blown " sky high :** 
and the scenes of log rolling and corrv^ion would be replaced by a decent regard to 
moral and offiom purity, and a reasonable attention to the public business and the gen- 
eialwel^e. Truly yours, 

A. C. FLAGG. 

Mr. Cutting to Mr. Hoyt. [Albany], January 6, 1837. 

. Mt Dsah Hoyt,; — Charles Livingston has sent you a copy of the bill to repeal 

^e restraining law, reported by Mason in the Senate. The first section is all 

that ought to pass, but I suppose that being in the hands of the Philistine& we 

must be thankful for any favors, no matter how small. Edward Livingston, 

* Mr. Bttder ipealu diflbrently. He wrote to hi« friend Hoyt from Albany, Augott 9th, 1890, as fbllowv:— *«Mr. 
Van Buren standi higher throughont the State than he ever did— witness the toasts at the various celebrationa. 
But if I were in his place I would trouble myself but little about the carpings of such men as you name—they 
can do nothing without him. What would have beeome of the opposition if it had not been for him? I will say 
more— if I was Van Buren I would let politics alone. He can be and will be the Erskine of the State, which k 
an ambitioB more laudable than the desire of political preferment. He yesterday c^ned a cause in thtt Snprime 
Court la the most conciM, ekgaat, and connncing argnmeat I almost ever heard." 



LIVINGSTON ON BANK N0TK8 ^BOWNE*S CAUCUS REPORT, BY BUTLER. 117 

DU* I am afraid— has turned a sharp angle, and will come out Bank. See his Yote to* 
day . Tomorrow he will be brought to the bull ring, and stamped as he deserves, if we 
should go into committee of the whole and he should participate in the debate. We 
beat them to-day elegantly. 

I)o you see who compose the committee on the repeal of the restraining law in our 
House ? Ogden, Chairman ! the violent opponent of the measure last year ! the ag^nt 
of the Farmers' Trust and Loan Company ! the intimate of John L. Graham, Seymour 
& Co. ! the guest of the former last spring in New-York, and his lobby friend at the 
Syracuse Convention ! K? But we will defeat the gang. The restraining law will be 
modified— the usury laws partially repealed, and no Banks chartered. F. B. C. 



[Postrmark, Albany.] Jesse Hoyt, Esq., Wall street,' New-York. 

Albany, Jan. 21, 1837. 

I am inclined to think ,^my good fellow, that you are more than half right in the opinion ex- 
pressed in your last letter — ^Ihave given the subject of private issues much anxious thought 
and I confess new light begins to dawn upon my darkened intellect— the clouds are &st 
breaking away and I should not be surprised if I finally determined to maintain even to 
obstinacy that a note of an incorporated bank was no better than the bill issued by a pri- 
vate solvent individual — ^I may have been deluded by the charm which too commonly 
attaches to a corporation, but the spell is nearly broken, and another night's reflection 
may metamorpho^ me into an inflexible advocate of shin-plasters — Some limitations and 
securities are indispensable to guard against Abuses, for 1 cannot admit your theory to 
its full extent, that the people are under all circumstances capable of managing their 
own affairs. In some cases they must be protected against themselves. . My distrust of 
their intelligence commenced when* they elected such a poor devil as ihyself, and until 
they choose agents who will .respect their feelings and their interests I will dispute their 
capacity to govern themselves. Don't disclose this heresy and above all don't let me 
see it in the Evening Post in the form of " an extract from a letter from Albany." Do 
yon understand ? In a few days we shall have under consideration a general plan for 
private banking, provided there is sense enough in Albany to mature one. It is designed 
to keep this subject distinct from the restraining law. 

Cutting has just called in to say that he has received some letters from you and de- 
nres me to sky that you must work hsoder'and talk less. What impertinent language 
for a servant of the reople to hold to one of his masters ! Yours, &c. 

CHA'S. L. LIVINGSTON. 



CHAPTER XXVni. 



Letter, L, Hoyt to Jesse. Bourne fathers Butler^s Report against the Tennessee Resohi- 
tions for Conventions hy the people in place of Cajtcuses by the politicians. Letters^ 
Butler to Hoyt, Open rebellion, Andrew Jackson, Letter, Gov, V, Buren to Hoyt, 
on Providence and Judge Swanton, Crawford on foreigners. Van Buren on 2m»- 
versal Suffrage, Looking ahead. 

Mr. Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse. 

Albany, Jan'y 11, 1834, Sunday. 
Dear Brother—-! send you by this mail the Report of Mr. Bourne, on the Tennessee 
Resolutions. Mr, Butler wrote the report, and I leave it for you to judge of its merits 
and the correctness of its principles — ^bnt I presume, from the circumstance of your po- 
litical views coinciding so exactly with Mr. Butler's, that the principles contained in the 
report will meet your approbation. ...... Mr. Gardiner, the other day, while 

the>resolution of Mr. Flagg in relation to electors was under discussion, made an abusive 
and unjustifiable attack upon the editors of the Argus and Advocate, and by which he 
has incurred the indignation and disgust of every sensible man within his hearing. He 
accused the Argus of political inconsistency, in ^rst advocating an alteration of the eleo- 
toral law, and then in a few weeks after reprobating the measure as unwise and anti- 
lepublicaD The opinion that I always heretofore entertained, that Giurd- 
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iner was aman of Teiy liimted talentsis nowineTocably oonfiitned. . ' I 

must confess I was not a little astonished when I see who the New-Tork members were. 
I presume they are men of tolerabte good sense, with the exception of Crolius and one 
or two others, but as for their abilities, they are, in my opinion, contracted. . . , . 

LORENZO HOYT. 



The State of Tennessee was friendly to Gen'l Jackson, and its legislature passed 
resolutions, in 1833, leprobatinff the practice of members of Congress meeting in Caucus 
and nominating Presidents and v ice Presidents of the United States, as an undue inter- 
ference with the rifirhts of the people. These resolutions were transmitted to the legis* 
lature of New York, (see pages 11 to 13 Senate Journal, 1824) and referred to Welter 
Bowne, Jonas Earll, and Perley Keyes. Benjamin F. Butler, being, like Van Buren, 
faYorable to Crawford and the dictation of caucuses of party Congressmen, wrote a re- 
port, which the Senate's ooomiittee adopted and Bowne fathered and signed — (see pages 
17 to 32, same Yolume.) ^ 

Mr. Butler, in this report, asserts, that the caucus dictation, by members of Congress, 
is a proper and constitutional practice— that in case the election should afterwards go 
into the House of Representatives, the members who may have recommended a candi- 
date to the people in caucus are not thereby bound to vote for him themselves-^that a 
congressional caucus is the most effectual mode for preserving an equality to the weaker 
States^that *' there is no other practicable mode of concentrating public opinion"— that 
State nominations, by members of the State legislatures, the only substitute, are attend- 
ed with serious difficulty—that a caucus of members of Congress forms the best primary 
agency for selecting candidates for the presidency, being a powerfid combination of in- 
f&ential men, whp follow a safe course of precedents— and that a congressional caucus 
next season is '* peculiarly desirable." 

To me it is evident that unless the power of nomination is in the people they cannot 
be said to have the power of >election. Mr. Butler's negative right which he is ready 
to assign to the people, of dissenting or approving when a president is proposed to them 
by a private meeting of 66 congressmen, as was the case in 1824, where only that num- 
ber nominated Crawford, shows his innate dislike to d^nocracy, which in sudi a case 
makes the millions sovereigns or dictators. Who that reads thia volume will fail to ad- 
mit that while the constitution may stand for ages a monument of the wisdom of its 
framers, the administration of it may be at the greatest possible variance with the spirit 
of its provisions ? The Union had chosen some 240 legislators — Mr. Butler desired that 
threescore of these men should regulate the. succession of our executive magistrates. 
The people had elected certain men to do their will-<-Mr. Butler desired liiat these men 
should contrive to make the people do theirs. All this, too, to crush Jackson, and 
secure the return of a U. S. Bank man ! In a letter to Harmanus Bleecker, one of the 
gentlemen who, in Congress, most steadily opposed Madison and the war of 1812, dated 
Aug. 16, 1831, Mr. Butler talks thus— ** His (Jackson's) high station— his venerable 
age—my admiration of his character, a sentiment imbibed in early life, and often ex- 
pressed in print and otherwise, &c. 

Jesse Hoyt, Esq., New York. Albajtt, Feb'y 20, 1821. 

Mt Dear Fbiknih— . . • • . Ihope the Qnmcil'mXi 
soon finish all they have to do, as the excitement produced by their labors is very 

Seat, and the difficulty of pieasing everybody very strikingly illustrated. You wifi 
ve seen by the time this reaches yoii, that they have given me an &ffice^^ithont 
any trouble or exertion on my part— or much on the part of my friends. The minor 
appointments for this city have given great dissatisfaction, and it is as much as wi con 
da to keep the people from open rSxlUon. Cf cM this however sdy nothing — as I hope a 
few days of reflection will compose the angry elements. To judge from the violent 
expressions of those who are disappointed, one would think that our prospects for next 
Spring were rather blank — but you know it is the genius of Democracy always to be in^ 
petuous and sometimes to be rash, I have only time to say that you are always one of 
those for whose health, happiness, and future prosperity I feel the liveliest solicitude, 
&c. to. &e. 

B. F. BUTLER. 
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[To the same.]. Wash'k, Nov. 2«, 1836. 

My Dear Sir — ^The President continues to improye, and by Monday next, I trust, 
will be able to resume the transa6tion of bnsiness, though it niust^ be \7ith great caution 
and forbearance— qtialities for which he is not remarkable— Kid hence the real danger of 
his condition. 

Though we not the precise returns of any one of the missing States — ^yet there b na 
reason to doubt th^ election of Mr. Van Boren. Have not Virginia and North Caroli- 
na done nobly 1 Truly yours, 

B.F.BUTLER." 



Chfvemor Van Buren to Mr. Hoyt^ at New York. 

" Albany, Jan'y. 4, 1B29.' 

*< My Djear Sir— Tou need not,. I think, have any apprehension about the m„ 
sage. The earliest allowabla moment will be embraced to send you a copy ; but 
that cannot be as soon as you desire. I thank you kindly for your letter, and 
beg you to write me always with eaual freedom. I cannot consent to contribute by 
any act of mine to the prevalence of that great political vice, a desire to shun i»- 
sponsibility. 

I shall do the best I can in whatever relates to my office, and leave the result tc 
PROVIPENCE and the People. 

Remember me kindly to Mrs. H. and believe me to be very sincerely your friend, 

M. V. BUREN. 

Does our friend L. Smith know that Judge Swanton* has been reconnmended by the 
dtfe of the party in New York ! I presume it is understood by him and all our friends 
I do not see how I can avoid the appointment,^* 



CHAPTER XXIX. 



QfUector Hoi/fs Gold Mine. The Georgia Legislature refused to charter ** Neio PotosiJ*^ 
It gets privileged at Albany. A very pleasant feature in Georgia law-making, T^k 
brothers Butler helping Campbell P. White to borrow the Deposites from the Manhaf' 
tan. Four Directors take $ 600,000. Three millions lent on fancy stocks. Ah 
tomey General Butler goes to borrow at Baltimore, The American Land Q>., or 
the Irish Middlemen of the U, S. Silas Wright, the Presidents, fc— Origin of Anti- 
Rentism in Columbia Co. — Vbn Buren, ffutler and the Antirenters, 1807 to 1819. 
Van Buren accused of urging them on and of deserting them after getting elected to 
the Senate, Fifty Farmers ejected. 

The object of the two armies who contended for tariffs to accumulate public treas- 
ure, congressmen who would evade putting the proceeds to public uses. Presi- 
dents who would never veto profligate expenditures or enquire about defaulters, and 

* Judge Swanton was an IrishmaD of the days of 'dS—OeQeral Jtuikson was friendly to Iriahmen. Govwmur 
Tan Buren writes to Hoyt that he did not see how he could avoid keeping Swanton in offloe, but he lets htH 
know that he would have dqpie so had not * the elit^ of the party' taken t' other side. Van Boren had been trot 
to Mr. Crawford in 18B4, but tho latter had made himself very unpopular by denouncinr adopted citizen*^ Ha 
had said, that a '* very effectual m^ans of onlighteninf^ and civilizing the Indians, would be to encourage thekr 
marriage with oiir frontier white inhabitants, and that it would be more honorable to the government to do thia, 
than to receive with open ann Jiigitivet /ram the old world, whether their flight was occasioned by tfieir crimts 
ar Ikeir mrtueo.** Possibly the gentleman is for an amalgamation of the wild IrM [says Binns] with the Ume na- 
tives, to produce fit subjects for ku reign when he beeowut Preeident ! Mr. Van Buren remembered 18S4— and 
those who forget it may find a passage fike the following in Greeley's Whig Almanac for 1845— "Native Ameti- 

eanism struck us a h*rd blow ^ . . . . « 

Mr. Polk, on this single question, gained more than enough votes in the State of New York to elect him." Jeaaa 
Hoyt, in 183S, before the election, collected a |S0 a head subscription to get the Truth Toller, which admired Mi. 
Von Bnren, more widely diffused. His opponenti forgot that no class of reon had stood more true to that eminent 
sUtesman, Clinton, than tlie Irish--and they abused them because they were deceived bv the "Mormon of Kio- 
darhook," who could at one time boast that he had never entered a Catholic chapel, and at another praise " tha 
ttlants and virtues" of the Pope, **the head of a jreat and Christian church." Mr. Van Buren, when in the 
State Convention of 182t, did 6ppose universal sufitage, and — referring to the adopted citizens— declared, that 
among its many evils, **it would give to the City of New York about twenty-five thousand votes: whilst undav 
Iha liberal extension of the right on the choice of delegates to this Convention, she had but about thirteen or four- 
leen thousand. That the character of the increased number of votes would be such as would render their e)aa- 
tions rather a cur<«e than a blessing} which would drive from the polls all sober minded people.'* He will npt n» 
peat that speech should he obtain a seat in the Convention of 1840. Ris Mlvre in 1824, an4 the accident of CUB- 
toaVt death, which placed him on the atep ladder to the presidency in 1888^ will not be forfMten. Ttosra ia m 
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for state banks and national banks, with a paper currency, baseless and visionary as the 
Arabian Tales, was, as I have already shown, to keep up political influence with the 
millions^ and to run riot in speculation at the expense of men of wealth and property. 
What did Van Buren or his * followers' ever strive to carry through for the good of their 
country ? Who can fail to see that the removal of the deposites paved the way, and 
gave the means for the American Land Company, increased the value of other bank 
capital, and gave an impetus to stock-jobbing? 

Mr. Jesse Hoyt is, in his way, a Pizarro of the north— nay more he is a Cortei. 
The latter tortured the Emperor of Mexico, that he might get gold— the former tor- 
mented and beggared merchants of high standing in New York, for a like rea- 
fton. Pizarro's ruling passion, like that of Hoyt and Butler, was gain. If the 
Spaniards got the treasure of Peru, Mr. Hoyt had the Custom House Treasury and 
New Potosi. The bible, through the priest, was the signal for the wanton massacre 
of the Inca's army, by a band of greedy fanatics, and the robbe/s of Atahualpa assem- 
bled to divide the spoils of an innocent people, procured by deceit, extortion and 
crnelty, distributing the wages of iniquity after a solemn invocation of the name of 
God ! Mr. Van Buren, when he had attained the seat of Clinton, writes to Hoyt that 
he was to depend on " Providence," in his crusade against the treasures of us Ameri- 
cans, native and adopted ; and this was very much, too, in the line of Butler — but the 
Hoyts did not deal in the nonsense of invokmg heaven as the patron of villainy. ThiB 
much as my introduction to Jesse Hoyt, in Georgia, digging for hidden treasures in 
New Potosi. 

In Dec. 1830, Mr. H. McAllister wrote to R. Ward, Hoyt's I'aw partner . in Wall 
street, mentioning a man of science who might be eipployed in. the gold region, ex- 
amining a tract. Soon afte)r Jesse Hoyt and others bought a *gold mine.' On the 
15th of May 1831, this McAllister and a Mr. Rich'd J. Arnold wrote from Savannah, 
that New rotosi was "the most astonishing place in all the gold region J*^ On the 
3d of June, the original value of ** New rotosi" was increased from $27,000 to 
$38,000 — ^and such a bungling accountant was Hoyt, that he and his partners, in 

f'ving their ^cash and notes* for an increased share, signed for $6500 instead of 
S880. On the Uth, Hoyt wrote Arnold, "If we should be offered $100,000 • 
(for the mine) we should not know what we were selling." On Sept. 19, Hojrt 
proposed to ask Georgia to incorporate the gold miners near Gain^ville— with share*^ 
personal irresponsibility, &c. The Legislature, at MilJedgville, was applied to, accord- 
ingly, but Arnold and McAllister wrote from that place—" The stupidity of the majo- 
rity of the members of the legislature surpasses conception'' — ^half of them dont know 
what a corporation means — and a failure is apprehended. Judge Berrian, who had been 
Jackson's Attorney Genera], was friendly, they say, to their scheme. Nov. 27, McAi- 
listey wrote Ward and Hoyt,* in great dudgeon, of course, that after three days struggle 
in the Senate their gold mine incorporation bill had been thrown out. Berrian had done 
all he could, but ^' the besotted ignorance and the blind and foolish envy of the majo- 
rity, have carried the day." The Georgians would, incorporate them, he added, bnt 
were so stupid as to desire to mend their bill by making '^ the individual property of 
each stockholder liable for the debts of the corporation," (so that if the concern should 
have defaulters the public might not be cheated,) But, quoth McAllister, it was %o get 
rid of personal responsibility that we sought legislative assistance. One day they only- 
lost by three^ and the next day gamed over seven members— ^ but in Georgia the 
people like to see what is doing in their name, and it is the law there, as it should 
be everywhere, that, previous to a 3d readings every bill, public and private must be 
published, and wait public opinion a certain time before it can pass. This proviso 
kflied Hoyt's Potosi — the people saw the thing— they wrote their agents that they 
did not like it — and said McAllister — **on Monday twenty intelligent members 



fear that he will follow Crawfbr4 in advismg toll Yankeei to wed Indian squaws to improve the papoose system 
of rearing our youth. I should not wonder to see Van Buren yet quote Jeflferson where he says that it was 
• Scotchman (Douglas) who taught hini^ and that another Caledonian (Small) probably fijced the destinies of his 
Ufo, by way of showing that we owe the Declaration of Independence, iQdifipctly at least, to immigration from 
North Britain. . ^ 

The writer knows that Mr. Van Buren is secretly straining all his powers to' get back to Washini^ton-as'head 
of the state, but the budget of ways and mewu he has not seen. The result would be worse than his third rub- 
ber, livhea— 

Ritchie, to gull the populace, fluttered like a stool pigeon ; 

Hoyt fUruished fUnds, Dick Daris wind, and Butler the Religion, 
Ben Butler the Eeligioa' 
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contei^ded against prejudice, iffnoranoe and the d ^t fplly ever ^ eihibited in a 

Senate .... this rascally apology for a iegislatore. I leave this inledlal place to- 
morrow morning." The worthy corporator, that would have been, was really out of 
temper — ^talked in his letter of "the asses here who bray for the Jublic," and remind- 
ed HojTt that Mexico allows no special incorporations. 

A fraternal hug from the enlightened democracy of this Union will probably achlevB 
what Burr and his brother reformers, with Sandoval and Cortez, failed in — and the land 
of Montezuma rejoice in religious liberty, as we understand it, slaves, (who may not 
read, write or marry, but be Bcoxuged, shot, sold and tortured,*) charters, banks, 
stocks, a Wall street full of brokers, irresponsible corporations, patriot Van Burens 
and pious Butlers. It will not be necessary, as in Greorgia, to print gold mine bills 
before they pass 'em. 

Thomas^Moore impertinently asks, 



Who cao, with pattenee, for a momeDt mo 

That medley 1 

Of whip 
Ordavn 



9 can, wiiB pauQDce, lor a wammm lee 
t medley maaa of pride and miaeiy, 
hipf and charters, mtmaelet and rigkit, 
laTing blaeka and deinoeratic Whitaaf 



No matter— he don t trayel in Mexico. 

Eleven bars of Potosi gold was. sent to Hoyt from the mine, and, Feb. 14, 1839, 
Arnold and McAllister wrote that the mine must not be sold under $150,000. A 
charter was got for the concern at Albany lJaia year. Gov'r Throop's people knew 
more than the Greorgiana. March 17, and 35, Arnold and McAllister wrote that 
Dr. Boyd, a person of great skill, and hired at $ 50 a month, had stated distinctly 
that *.* New Potosi would yield $ 20,000 per annum, net profit," but the doctor 
oould not conscientiously recommend capitalists to go as high as $200,000 in an 
investment. 

Sometime since a bill in equity, a^ they call it, was filed before Judge Betts, on 
behalf of the U. S. against Jesse and Lorenzo Hoyt, Jesse and Thos. OaUey, 
Thaddeus Phelps, &c., for the better protection of Jesse Hoyt's large estates in New 
York, Maryland, and Illinois. Why didn't they include Georgia, so as to embrace 
"New Potosi?" 

I believe I saw B. F. Butler set down among the borrowera of '^the depositee" firoilk 
the Manhattan Bank ; and at the time that Hoyt got the collectoro^^ bis (Butler's) 
brother's name was not in the best possible repute in Wall street, owing to western 
land speculations. $ 30,000 was what the brothers Butler owed the Manhattan at the 
blow up. What then? J4>hn G. Coster owed $ 258,426— Campbell P. White {who 
voted for the removal to New York, &c. oC the specie, or was elsewhere on a divi- 
sion,) and son $172,498— James McBride $75,799— and Thos. Sufiern $57,698. 
These were directors, and they borrowed over ^alf a million of dollars. No mattes. 
The money would enable them to hel^ the merchants liberally, at a rate somewhat 
below cent per cent. It was proper, quite proper, that C. P. White should preside at 
the great Van Buren (1843) meeting in the Park, and he did so. Why were not 
Coster and McBride among the secretaries? The *State, too, lent the Manhattap 



«* It woald f eeib that aegro slavery eondemnf to hmtal ignorance the wretched h!ack4, while it fears em to Ia> 
struct the whites. There is very little immigration to the^lave region from foreign countries, yet the census of 
1840, showed that On round nombers) there are in Tennessee 55,000— in Virginia 59,000— in Qeorgia 31,000— ia 
North Caroluia57,000-4n Kentucky 40,000— in Alabama 33,000-^and in South, Carolina 20,000 firee white persons 
each of them over twenty years of age, who can neither read nor write ! The slave-holding soutii trembled whm 
it was in'oposed to reduce edf postago rates to -five cents» although England had reduced hers to two. Touqf 
Van Buron's brother-in-law, Senator McDuAe, opposed cheap postage and advocated the measure so ardentljr 
desire^ by America's enemies, a dissolution of tlie iJnion. Failinr in that, we are to have more ignorance and 
more slavery^ Free discussion must be put down by force in Kentucky, lest her 40,000 illiterate wliites should 
take a fancy to learn their A, B» C— and skivery must extend its arms over Mexico, in part, at the risk of a gen*-' 

SJ war, in order that the slave power of the south may be able to offer abetter bargiOn to its mock-democratia 
lies in the north, through whose means it has hitherto warred against free institutions. I do not wish to fom 
the slave states to abolish slavery— Iwt I dislike to see Texas added to the vast area thus cursed. Slavery is, miut 
be, the deadly foe of intelligence and American freedom, and yet it leagues its interests with the worst of Urn 
northern potiticiahs ; and the Presidency, tha Senate, the Supreme Court, the Army, and the Navy move, but m 
instrumente to extend and perpetuate its power. It perpetuates ignorance in the south, and checks reform evoT- 
where. South Carolina, through her able leader, Mr. Calhoun, boldly avows principles which strike at the vaiy 
roots of the tree of liberty. I see ihuch to admire in Mr. Calhoun, but his recent correspondence on slavwy, 
Texas, &e., contains doctrines more abitrary and severe tlian the veriaat aristocrat in England would dare to ■»• 
knowledge. 



183 VAN BVRBN AND THE WASHINGTON AND WARREN BANK. 

$ 700,000. Who was it-understood was to borrow that out again, John* .Van Baren 
fashion? The report of March 14, 1840, is rather brief on such matters. The Man- 
hattan made stock loans, too. In 1836, they had $2,800,000 lent out to ^vorites on 
ftmcy stocks pledged to the banks. Who can wonder any longer at the scramble there 
is to get hold of the proceeds of taxation laid on the people, and at the interest that wae 
felt by the faithful to exchange C. P. Van Ness for that regular dealer and initiated 
democrat C. W. Lawrence? Barnabas Bates « pensioner of the Custom Hottse, owed 
the Manhattan nearly $10,000—8. & M. Allen $50,000— W. 6. Buckner $27,000 
--and Robert White $ 20,000. The spoils were carefully kept in the family. Gov'r 
Marcy borrowed of that r«pttfa*fe concern the New Hope Bridge Co., and B. F. Butler 
left his i o u for $ 5452 with the Baltimore Life and Trust Co. Robert White, the 
Cashier, was soon after tried on a charge of petit larceny and Embezzlement, and pur- 
loining the bank's loan book. Mr. Butler, if I remember, was for the people, and 
Judge Ingraham charged the jnryr^they a^med to disagree — and perhaps the new trial 
is postponed to take its turn viftdt those of Price, Hoyt, Swartwout, &c. 

^he American Land Company was formed in 1835, and was a natural result of 
the successful scramble of Van Bureir and his friends for the possession of the 
national treasure in 1834. The Albany Joumsd quotes John Van Buren, Silas 
Wright, Croswell and Burt, as among its stockholders there. Charles Butler, bro- 
ther of Benjamin F., was a trustee. The intention of Messrs. Butler and Wright 
was to buy the public lands — ^the very best of them^ — as cheap' as posdble— with the 



* It Menu M if nothing that is corrupt in tho political world could be completed without Hoyt, Van Baren, or 
Butler having a hand in it, aome w^jr or other. In the early part Of this volume are Butler's letters, recommend- 
ing Hoyt to Barker for a cashier to the Bank of Ifiagara at Buffalo. Isaac Q. Leake, Mr. Van Buren's editor of 
Che Albany Argus, w.as iu first cashier, and the notorious Isaac Kibbe iu president. lu parent was Martin Vaa 
Buren. 

On the 14th of Feb. 1816, the bill to charter this bank was referred to ^neob Barker and two othen, in the fk 
T. Senate, to report. Mar. 8, the bill in committee— Van Baren and Cantine voted for it— Barker kept below 4he 
bar. It provided that $400,000 should be the capital, and the bank to issue iU uotes as money whenever the di- 
rectors, whom the bill namedj should see fit— even before oae cent had been paid up of the stock, which could be 
called in 'by instalments.* The bank to divide profits among the stockholders, who were not to be responsi- 
ble to the public for loss or mismanagement. Th|B stock distribution, as usual, was left to * our friends' as a fat 
job ; if the bank failed it might stop and start afresh ; and ^^it (the bank) was not compelled to pay specie for 
its notes -i<Pl The bill passed the Senate, but the Councilef Revision refused to f^n'ce t6 it, because it did not 
contain a clause providing for the redemption of its bills in gold and silver. April I0,.1816, Attorney General Vaa 
Buren, iu Senate, said the bill was better without a specie-paying clause, and tried to persuade two-thirds of the 
Senators so to vote, and moved to pass the bill in spHe of the Council. (See Senate Journal, p. 836.) The Senate 
leftased to do this, and the specie clause was inserted, Van Buren again voted for the bill which became a bad law» 
pillaged the farmers and traders, broke down in 1819, paid 10 or 12 cents per dollar, and its cashier took the chaiv 
of Van Buren's press, the Arrus. U started again, its president was indicted for cheating, Barker was to have 
95,000 for procuring a $25,000 loan to keep it agoing, but it broke again before aid could get to Buffak>. Kibbob 
Its first president, was a Burrite, concerned in the frauds by which the Merchants' Bank Charter passed in 1805, 
and one of ' the lobby.* General Swartwout writes, (18^ " My Dear Morrison— The Dutchess must pass the 
House on Tuesday, and yours (the Chemical Bank] will pass the Senate on Wednesday, certain. See Kibbs as 
soon after dinner as possible*-4ie knows the cords to puU upon, and will carry you triumphantly through. Toer 
friend, Bob. SwABTWotrr.** 

Mr. Van Buren's bank initiated the Buffalo people,' who had become such proficients in the mysteries that 
thirteen banks have broken down in that place since, cheating the weaver of cloth and the grower df wheat, woo^ 
Ac, out of at least three millions of dollars. 

In an Albany Argus, oxtra, of Nov. 84, 1824, 1 find the report of a joint cOmnUtse of the Senate and Asaembly 
of N. Y. on the Chemical Bank charter, Mr. Sudam, chairman, and It affords additional proof that the administra- 
tion of justice, the purity of which forms the foundation stolie of American institutions, needs the investigation of 

• Convention of the State. 

• <<In the inquiry instituted by the committee, to discover if any member of the legislature had been imprmrljr 
influenced in his vote, it became necessary' to examine Mr. Morrison and the agents employed by him. And the 
evidence thus elicited, is certainly ftur from creditable to any of the persons engaged, including Mr. Morrison ; to 
lee men holding judicial stations, and others claiming rank ill society, couffregate at the seat of government, for 
the purpose of letting themselves out, for such rewards as may be extorted from the fears or hopes of applicants 
to the legislature, must be a source of deep regret to all who respect the purity of legislation. But when it ap- 
pears tiiat the votes of members of the legislature are aeUuittf pledged bf tiks Labbf, without the most.distant 
•oommunication with them, and by these means rumors are spread abroad, imidicating the legislature, and all for 
the purpose of extorting money from a desperate w timid man, it becomes the sacred duty of the legislature, to 
expose to the public the names of the individuals who are guilty. The testimony discloses the names of Yfjp, 
McDonald, now of Waterford. Col. Mather, of Rensselaer, Aaron Haokle>, late first judge of St Lawredn^ 
Helsey Rogers, first judge of the county of Warren, Ward B. Howard, of the city of New York, Isaac Kibbe, of 
Buffalo, Thomas Matchin, of Montgemeiy, Gen. Carpenter, of Tioga, W. J. Caldwell, of New York, A Moody, of 
NewYorkfComelivsMasten, ofPenYan, and Oen. Swartwout, of New York. .... What (in the opinion 
ef the committee) constitutes the moral gnilt, and deserves to be severely censured, is the practice of persons 
regttlarty meeting at Albanv, from varions-psirto of the State, to make it a business to lend their aid ^forpajf,* to 
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depontes, furnished by the peopl^^— and then sell them to the people as high as posai* 
ble. Millions of dollars -were thus invested — and private letters are now before me 
stating the names of persons who would have eleared millions by the speculation, had 
not 1837 and its events interfered. 

Lieutenant Governor Root, in his speech in the N. Y. Senate, on the Sub-Treaduiyy 
7th February, 1840, thus describes this vast monopoly. 

" A great Americaa Lud Company was fbrmed, oonsiating of Government officen and their fHenda. Its arti- 
eles of asHOciatiott were written by the Attorney General of Uie United States, [Butler] and his brother was plac- 
ed at the head of it as President 

By the terms of the Specie Circular, a receipt for money paid into tho Treasury was receirable at the land ofli- 
•es in paymeht for land^ 

There was a bank at Washington, known asthe Bank of the Metropolis. Thit bank was in bad repute. Iti 
stock was greatly below par, and it was understood to be in danger of foilufe, when it was taken under the pro- 
tection of government, and nude a ^epoaite Bank. The stock, much of which had been bought in by the specu- 
lators, who were in the secret, at a low rate, immediataly rose 90 and even 30 per cent, above par. 

A draft on this Bank, ihade by one of the ' American Land Company,' would be presented, the kegs of specie 
loaded on to a carman's cart, taken across the street to the Treasury, the treasurer's receipt procured, and the 
^ogs returned without being unloaded. 

The certificate was good for land. The Yankee speeulator^ with their pockets full of eastern notes, could ^ 
not buy an acre. The company witii their specie certificates, could purchase all Chicago, and the surrounding 
country. Other speculators were compelled to buy off this ' American Land Coaxp ny.' Eestem notes were 
worth more than specie, for exchange was in fiivor of the Atlantic cities. And there as another speteulation." 

Of course the American Land Company did not settle their lands— they only took 
the Irish Middleman's placej and held their purchases at a high price for the farmers* 
sons to buy up, and settle. Within twelve months, twenty-four millions of acres of 
the public lauds were bought on speculation, much of it by this combinatioa of avari* 
cious harpies. The usual quantity sold in a year is one or two millions. 

Bank Presidents, Cashiers, and Directors, in great numbers, joined the vile con- 
cern ; and the people's money raised from them by taxation at the Custom Houses, 
was thus made ttke means of taxing them over again when they emigrated to the west- 
ern wilderness. Van Burea's hand was felt everywhere. 

Thomas Jelferson was originally rich—his father iwas also opulent. He and Madison 
and Monroe left office and died poor. Van Buren started with low cunning, and party 
machinery as a capital,^ in Hqu of money — ^Aaron Burr, who was the father of the Man- 
hattan Banky being his tutor— and he is now immensely rich. In 1819, he found it 
necessary to borrow $ 1000 from the State, whieh was not paid in 1824, nor the inter* 
est. You may now go for 60 miles round Kinderhook, apd even up to Oswego, and 
you will be continually meeting with his farms, lots, &c. Perhaps he is worth the 
equivalent of Samuel Swartwout's default. In early youth he was the poorest of the 
poor— his father kept . a small public house. Had he risen by odier means than I have 
described, who would not honor him ? 

Mr. John Van Buren is now most active, in his capacity of Attorney General, 
endeavouring to bring to punishment the anti-renters of Columbia, Delaware, Albany, 
and Rensselaer counties, as traitors, conspirators, murderers, &c. Did not his father, 
when an Attorney at Hudson, do much towards lairing the foundation of these troubles, 
by assuring the farmers that their landlords were in error, and canvassing for Senator 
in the Middle District against E. P. Livingston, in 1811, as the champion of these ten- 
ants? In 1830, a sketch of Mr. Van Buren's life, by Butler, appeared in the Albany 
Argus, in which the anti-rent difficukies, of 1807, feudal tenures and a ** particular 
hostility" to Van Buren, by the Van Rensselaers and Livingstons, were adverted to, 
and their '* baronial prerogatives " sneered at. Mr. Van Buren is said to have fanned 
the flame by anonymous Assays in the Hudson papers, in which the title of the Livingt- 
tons to their manor lands in Columbia county was vehemently attacked^and theii to 
have appeared as the lawyer and champion of the tenants in the courts, there contesting 
the claims he had advised them to set up. Finally, he is charged with deserting them 
and producing the ruin of mai|y of them after he had, in May, 1812, attained his ob- 
ject of a seat in the Senate through their votes and influence. This may be true ia 
whole or in part, or it may not. 

On this subject, the Northern Whig and the Hudson papers of that day throw much 
light— -and I will more fully discuss it in another publication. One extract from the 
Northern Wh$gj copied also into the New Ybrk Herald, and the Evening Post of Oct. 
21, 1813, may suffice here. Judge Van Ness presided at the Circuit Court in Colum- 
bia county that month ; the Dutrict Attorney, (Cantine), was absent: 60 or 00 persooB 
were ejected from their faroLft ibr refusing to pay rent ; the sheriff's possee was ordered 
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out; Charles Trnesdale was shot ; D. Wilkinson was sent four years to jail for shoot- 
ing him ; John Reynolds, a magistrate, was heavily fine<}, and also imprisoned ; and 
anti-rentism very severely punished. 

Thomas P. 6rosvenor appeared for the State as prosecutor. He had heen turned 
out hy the Council of Appointment, and Moses I. Can tine, Van fiuren's hrother-in- 
law, appointed as the district attorney fbr Columhia, Qreene, and Rensselaer counties, 
in Feb. 1811. Moses was looking for a seat in the Senate, needed popularity, got the 
seat, and a poor instrument fbr bankcraft he made. Van' Buren then transferred him 
to the Argus. 

Mr. Van Buren, like Cantine, was absent at the trying moment when his clients most 
needed his aid— and of this we copy verbatim what we find in the Hudson Whig and the 
N. Y. Post, as follows : • ^ 

*< It is the general received opinion, and has ever been onr own fl^ heliei; that Aese people have been opera- 
ted upon by others, whose situation in lift, and whose duty to iipciety, had demanded of them a very different 
line of conduct from what we believe to have been pursued. That this opposition in the Manor has originated 
in politics, it is our fullest belief; and that they consider certain leaders of tho democratic party in this city aa 
Cheir patrons in this business, would appear manifest frjDln a conversation which took place during the sitting of 
the court ; but in order to relate which, we miut first State another fact, to lyit— 4hat Mr. Van Buren, the Coun- 
ael for the Manor prisonerr (and Senator elect mnn this district) when these tHala came dn, was taken very sud- 
denly ill and did not come into court again, until thev were all over. The moriMng on which Mr. Van Buren was 
taken ill, Mr. Jeremiah Shaver, the brothe^ of John L Shavet^ on being informed of it, said in the presence of 
five or six peasons, that he4old kit brother. month* ofOt that this would ie the ease, when it eeme to the pmcky 
that tfcot det>U of devils would abandon them. On being inquiried of who he meant by that devU ofdevUSf he re- 
plied, wj^, tkaifelUno Van Buren, We mention this, not to insult Mr. Van Buren, or to ai^use him if he is not 
guilty ; but if the Manor people consider him as their ^atren in this business; and he really is such— it is proper 
uat the public should have a right impression upon the subject. 

^'fhere were twenty six persons indicted at this court for neglecting to go out tipen the pooee into the Manor 
after being summoned for tmit purpose, who were fined from 15 to 35 dollars each. There were also 50 or 60 
|kersons ejected at this court ^om ^eir farms upon the Manor, for refusing to pay their rents." " 

Report assigns to Mr. Van Buren the authorship of so much of Silas Wright's mamr 
moth message as relates to the anti-renters. If so, let this chapter, and, the recent trials 
.at Hudson, be taken in the same connection.* . ^ 



CHAPTER XXX. , 

Bishop and Kemble^s stoc^obibing. If Hoyi's effortsfq stay the Harlaem biU, , Bartow 
absconds. John W, Edmonds. Ripening a coinbination, Gamblihg Judges. Joseph 
D. Beers on ' Stock transactions.^ Lov^t the Teller— how he dosed his ixareer. 
Charles Z. Livingston, a gentle Judge. 

A course of life, not very unlike that of Je^e Hoyt and John Van Buren's, sent 
John C. Kemble, a Senator of N. Y. to an early grave, two years ago, in the insane 
hospital. "He grew up," says Noah, "a proteg^ of "GoyemorMarcy," and while 
Senator was also editor and owner of th& Troy Budget, formerly conducted by Mr. 
Marcy. He took his seat in the Senate in Jan. 1634, and in a speech on the Harlaem 
railroad, the year following, said that k was begotten of a Jew, bom of a Jew, owned 

§r Jews, &c. Noah replied by charging him with ofibring. to sell himself to the U. S. 
ank, and of being bought with his seat in the Senate by Yan Buren's friends. This 
Kemble denied. " Does any man in his senses," said Noah, '< suppose that Kemble 
End Mack [a hungry, plunder loving 4ool] could be elected Senators without an order 
from the Albany junto V . ' ' 

Mr. Kemble, and Isaac W. Bishop, another State Senator— both of them devo- 
Toted followers of Mr. Van Bnren-^were eharged in March, 1836, with fraudulent 

* I had written thas fkr, when I met with the N. T. Evening Post of Sepi 6, 1845, stating that the trial of Dt. 
Boughton, oUae big-thunder, an anticenter, was proceeding before Judge J. W. Edmonds U Hudson— A. L. Jo^ 
don for tiie defenc»--John Tan Bnren, Attorney General, for the people— when, in the morning, in open court, a 
dispute arose between tiwse lawyers, Jordan called Van Buren a liar. Van Buren struck hun, both rose and 
£>ught with their fists, the judge ordered the sheriff to arrest them, adjourned the court and trial S4 hours, and 
sent the two lawyers for that period to the common jaiL The Tribune's correspondent, who heard the whoK 
nays that in a dispute about the manner of examining a juror, Mr. V. B. said * one at a time.* Mr. Jordan re- 
plied, * there is but one !' Mr. V. B. (excited and positive) * that's fklse.' To this Mr. Jordan answered. * that Is 
• Ue,* or sova such word. Judge Edjuonds admitted that he alM had thus heard it, and the laadar of Mr. V. Ji*9 
18 tottwt viU BOI dotthtit. 
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Stock speculations, and keing concerned with one Bartow, a cashier in an Alhany hank, 
who haid plundered it and absconded. It was said that whiles hill was in progress, in 
1835, for extending the time to complete the Harlaem railroad, these two Senators 
resolved to delay its passage until they could huy some of the stock at a reduced rate. 
Their votes did that, jind &ey went to New York and purchased — then they let the bill 
pass. How far Jesse Hoyt and his brother Lorenzo Vere interested, if at all, in this 
move, I know not, but Bifdiop told the Senate, (Feb. 29, 1836) that he had had no 
imderstanding with any body, either to^ hurry or hinder the hill, ' except that Lorenzo 
Hoyt, an intimate friend of his, spoke to him ' when the hiil was readv for its final 
passage, and earnestly desired it to be delayed,*^md that one Hitchcock had said to him 
that he (H.) wns einployed to oppose it. ^ 

I^ovett, the Bank Teller, t^tified in Senate, that Cashier Bartow, before the passage 
of the bill had told him that he had an understanding with Senators Bishop and Kemble, 
that they would raise such objections to the bill as would blind the eyes of the New 
Yorkers as to itd passage, until they had got things to suit themselves, and then the 
bill would pass. The Senate published Bishop and Kemble's eight letters to Bartow, 
and they much resemble the style of Attorney (reneral Van Buren's eighteen gambling 
^istles. Bishop speaks of " the result of the Utica stock which Hoyt was to deliver," 
but whether for himself or Van Buren is not stated, John W. Edmonds, then a 
Senator, and whom Silas Wright has just made a judge of, was also concerned. 
Bishop writes Bartow from New York, May 25y 1835, ''if we have been sucked, I 

extremely regret it was not to a much greater extent. We have 

about $ 20,000 of Berkshire. EDMONDS, yourself and me . you 

need not fear that we are' sucked.'' Three weeks before that, t&e Directors of the 
Commercial Bank, 'Albany, state, that Mr. Edmonds, though he had no funds in the 
bank to meet it, drew a check on them for $ 5000, in favor of his brother. Cashier 
£dmonds, which the latter made payable to Olcott of the Mechanics and Farmers. 
On the 9th of May, upon Bartow, the absconding officer's request, the $ 5000 were 
paid by the officer of tne Coqkmereial, though Edmonds had never had any account 
there. On tiie 9th, Bartow endorsed on Edmonds's check, that $ 1000 had been 
received by him from E. on it, and Edmonds explained the matter to the bank by a 
long story about stocks and scrips^ in which he was probably correct. Bishop and 
Kemble appear to have agreed that. Bartow should lend them the funds of the bank 
secretly to speculate on, for the benefit of the tnree, just as Hoyt and Swartwout 
speculated on the funds of the Custom House. Kemble writes Bartow, Olcott aiid 
Porter are here, dipping into the Utica." Bishop writes, '* Harlaem . . . . is a 
damned bubble.'* " Seton is ferocicfus^ and says,' by G-— d he will never do * a clever 
thing,' again for such heartless, scoundrels." And, Oct. 6, Kemble tells Bartow, to 
'' have all our stock on hand^ so that we can sell it if we think proper, or otherwise 
RIPEN A COMBINATION." And this' man was then ICTa Senator of N. Y. ! ! I 
In May and June, Kiemble and Bishop''s checks ^ere paid by cashier Bartow, who, on 
the 28th of Sept. made a false credit on the bank books, of a pretended deposite of cash 
in the bank of Anierica. 

The ''combination" of the senators- and others to raise the prices of the Harlaem 
stock, is correctly described in the 'Senate's Committee's Report, April 26, 1836, as '* a 
secret and artful conspiracy to cheat.'' ' In this casd it raised the stock to $ 195 per 
share-^and when it failed, down Went the stock below $80 — the result maybe inferred. 

In the N. Y. Circuit Court, on Jacob Barker's trial, N. Y. Evening Post, July 6, 
1827, Barker asks Joseph D. Beers, another of the fraternity of stock-jpbbers with whom 
Wetmore, Hoyt, and " the party" have been long intimately connected — 

** Di4 yoa ever Mil stock on contract, and aell it without owning itf Yes, frequently. To whatteountf 
Not Tery lar^ at any one time. Do others do it ? Yea. Is it a common practice amon(f Brokers and Stock-deal- 
ers? It is. Sometimes to large amounte? Say three or four hundred thousand dollars? Yes. Whether the 
amount be large or small, is it like other business, only the difference between a wholesale and retail dealer? 
That is all. Are not such contracts entirely regulated by the prospect of profit ? I make no other calculation, 
than whether or not I can fulfill to advantage. U it not very common to settle such contracts by paying or re- 
ceiving the difference without there being any stock reoeivcd or delivered ? It is very common to aettle in that 
way V* 

Seth Staples immediately said, and said truly—" I think it a villainous transaction." 
We perceive one of its results in the Harlaem stock combination. Fraud caused the 
ruin of thousands— and Senators, the protectors of innocence, were foremost to prey on 
the unwary! I do not see Edmonds's name in the testimony oi^the combination— but 
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was he pot tbe oonfederateof three of the chief ooDspiratorB, engaged with them hifyfilj 
infetock-jobbinfft Are not the $5,000 check and the $20,000 Berkshire, curious 
transactions, aU things considered— -and of a man, too, of whom^Mrs. Butler had said — 
"So far as pauperism is a qualification and recommendation to the favor of a party, 
surely you will give in to" DJ^John W. Edmonds, who when she wrote was Van 
Buren's decided leader in the Senate of New Yoric. 

Mr. Alexander H. Lovett, the Teller of the Commercial Bank, did not run away with 
Bartow. He gave evidence, March 3, 1836, in Senate, that he paid Bartow's checks 
UQ the hank, knowing he had no funds, and falsely reported ^Bishop and Kemble's 
checks " AS THE BILLS OF OTHER BANKS," from April 1835 until September. 

I do not wonder that the Long Island clerk put $ 50,000 of the Brookljm Bank money 
in his breeches pocket. When he found .that Lovett was retained by the Albany Ck)m- 
mercial, what might he not expect to succeed in ! The Directors kept Lovett, and in a 
late Albany Evening Journal, we hear of his confession to Bartow's successor that when 
these villainies of 1835 were ti^ansaeted he had robbed the hank of $4000, and that he 
had kept on, cheating the ill-managed concern,. till his robberies had got up to $-40,000 ; 
and had forged daily statements in the Teller's books, speculated largely in the lottery, 
and was now ready to shoot himself, &ou Of cours^, he Was held to bail, and being of 
theHoyt, Swartwout, Price, &c., class, it is presumed (as Butler said of Fauntleroy) 
that New York justice will not reach him^ His connections az^ too respectable to aUow 
him to he treated like common vulgar persons,. When he saw Charles L. I^vingston, 
Hoyt's particular friend, and one of Swartwout's bail, willing to sit with Isaac W. 
^ishop in Senate— willing to own that corrupt senators may be sent back to receive the 
judgment of their debtors— willing to volte that Bishop ** had been guilty of moral and 
official misconduct '—and unwilling to vote that he." is Unworthy of a seat in this body, 
and is hereby expelled," who can wonder at his subsequent career? Kemble, like 
Jasper Ward, decently withdrew from the cares of legislation, 'but Senator Livingston 
thought that Bishop, though '* guilty of moral. and official misconduct," was a good 
enough judge in the courts of impeachmen^ts and errors, and in Senate, where judges 
are made and disallowed. 

If the history of our Bank legislation in 1805, with its blows, knock-downs, whole- 
sale bribery, and foul atrocity, could be placed on the table of evexy man and woman ia 
our State, it would be seen at a glance that the Chemical Bank, Lombard Co., Bishop 
and Kemble, Hoyt and other transactions of our diy^ are but clumsy repetitions of tiwB 
stock-jobbing commencements forty years since. If i can but aid in rousing the manly 
virtue of the millions to insist on a real remedy, I will not have lived in vein. 

Livingston and his friends resolved to stand by their colleague. Bishop, and Young 
and Van Schaick resigned, with a wish that they had had the power to mark the face 
of each member of the maiority of that day pro bono publico. , 

It was probably as much owing to Bennett and Noah, especially the former, through 
an article rxyritten by himself, m Sept. 1835, that attention was drawn to this afiair. 
Bennett and Noah had quaireled with Van Buren and;his followers^ their natural asso- 
ciates, and having made them feeltheir influence were received back mto theKinderhook 
wg^fe, where we may as well leave them. 

The Commercial Bank lost $ 122,015 by Bartow's frauds : besides $ 17,380 on false 
credits allowed Edmonds and' dthers, which the directors expected to collect "by legal 
enfofoeifeent or otherwise." 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Ckutom EouH BuUdera. Wataon E. Lawrence. Politics dnd CemefU. Walter Bowm tmd 
the 7th Ward Bank, Bovme's Salary as Commissioner, $^73,500 of Custom Home Dep(h 
ntes. Van Buren Cement. Bowne and Morgan on N. F. Banking, 

His name enrolled with the other worthies of the Van Buren school, we will find, at 
the State Conyentions, held somewhere beyond Little Falls, Mr. Watson E. Lawrence. 
Mr. Lawrence dealt in cement, but the cement which kept him, like Cornelius W., 
straight in the democratic path, was probably of a more adhesive character than that 
with which he supplied the Custom House of N. Y., a stsncture which cost $ 1,200,000, 
including the price of the ground on which it was built. Although Watson E. was not 
the lowest bidder among ^e burners of water lime he was (as Quackenboss would say) 
** with us in politics." 

** GentlemoD," said Thomas T. Woodruff, the builder, to the Commissioners, a 
man in whose skill they declare to the Secretary of the Treasury they haye the 
fullest ooofidenoe— '* Gentlemen," said he, Nov. 4, 1834, " The cement now using at 
the Custom House is a very poor article, and not fit to be used. I have made experi- 
ments with at least ten different bags — some better than others, but NONE of it is fit 
for use." 

The Commissioners, Waiter Bowne, Elisha Tibbets, and Daniel Jackson, knew 
more about cement than Woodruff. Him they removed, but stuck fast to Lawrence, 
who was paid $ 20,000, nearly, for his cement, with some profit, let us hope, to himself 
and family. 

In the Legislature of N. Y., Assembly, Jan. 14, 1837,jimong the petitions presented 
was one from Watson E. Lawrence, Daniel Jackson, and others, for a charter to the 
Washington Bank, to be located^ in New York. The Contractor and Commissioner 
most have- had money to lend. 

On the 4th of July, 1837, Lawrence was a leading signer of the letter sent by the 
Conservatives to Senator Tallmadge. In August he was Chairman of the Corres- 
ponding CoHimittee of th^tt party in New York, and in pursuance of iniStructions from 
John L. Graham and George D. Strong wrote to Allen of the Madisonian for his prin- 
eiples. ** Conservative" was the answer on which Watson £. and his. friends warmly 
recommended the Madisontan to all good conservatives. 

Time works wonders. Watson E. began to see that power having passed to M. Van 
Buren, Jesse Hoyt ic Co., they had veered round for the present to the hard-moneyt 
anti-monopoly, loco foco side. Accordingly on the 26th Sept., at a 15th ward meet« 
ing to choose delegates, &:c., at which Watson E; was one chosen, Jesse Hoyt beins 
president, Barnabas Bates [Custom House,] and E. G. Sweet [Custom House,] passed 
resolutions, approving of "The Message" in toto, and resolving "that the monopofy. 
conservatives cannot delude nor deceive the democracy of this ward " — that Bank and 
State'mnst be disunited— that the vast emissions of paper by state chartered banks had 
done mischief— and that hard dollars must be paid for revenue. 

Mr. Watson E. Lawrence is a fair specimen of Van Burenism. Like 0*Gimlet*8 
finger post, he is ready to be turned round any way, [provided he can continue con- 
tractor for Custom House cement.l 

Walter Bowne, says Coleman of the Evening Post, was originally a federalist, but 
afterwards a du-eetor of the Manhattan Co. He was on the Grand Jury, iti 1805, when 
it thwarted the corrupt legislature of that year, and wotild not find a bill against Cheei- 
haip for libel in exposing the bank bribery to which' Senate and Assembly had sue- 
cumbed. In 1816 he was elected to the Senate of New York, where he unfortunately 
fen into the toils of Van Buren and Butler, and joined the Regency. The Post says 
he was dressed in a suit of green, and looked as if he would speak, but didn't. 

He looks M wira, to grate, lO wondrous griiB, 
Hia Yory shadow seems afraid of hint 

After the Chenucal Bank knavery had been exposed he voted to presertfe tha 
charter, and when CynCon's wisdom and patriotism had almost completed the Erie 
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Canal, Bowne voted to expel him from the Canal fioaxd. He fathered Butler's r^ort 
against nominations by the people, and was one of 17 Senators who prevented the eleo- 
tion of president going to the people, in 1834. Of course he was for Crawford, and 
Anti- Jackson, though when the latter got power, no meaner prayer reached him for a 
•hare of public plunder in the shape of deposites, than that signed, 16 Dec. 1833, by 
Walter Joowne, president 7th Ward Bank, and by W. S. Coe, Henry Ogden, J. A. 
Whiting, G. Hopkins, &c. directors. " We, &,o,y friends of the administration, and of 
the revered chief at the head of the government, do solicit a portion of the fiscal patronage 
qfthe U, S. Treasury, for the 7th Ward Bank." They got it, too. 

The 7th Ward Bank got a legislative charter in 1832, Walter Bowne» President-^ 
and when the new Custom Jfiouse was to be built. Congress voted money, provided for 
commissioners, but prescribed not their duties. Walter Bowhe was made a conmua- 
aioner, and disbursing agent. Van Buren's influence secured to his bank the job of re 
oeiving from the treasury and paying out iof its notes the money for tiie Custom House. 
From Feb. 1834 to Dec. 1840, $872,500 passed through the 7th Ward Bank— and b©- 
aides the compensation to Ringgold, Jackson, Tibbets, and the other commissioners, 
Bowne had $ 8 per day, Sundays and week days, winter and summer — ^in all, &om 
$ 16,000 to $ 20,000 were paid him by government for his occasional attendance, at the 
erection of this heavy,. clumsy, inconvenient job. 

' Paid him ' did I say ? That's wrong. He took it. Walter Bowne, as Com'r, 
waiting for no other Com'rs to sit on his individual bills, for form's sake, il not for de- 
cency, audited them himself, receipted his own bills, handed his voucher to himself, ap- 
proved of it, and gave himself, as Com'r, a, check on his own bank, where the cash lay, 
which his clerk entered at the Custom House, and his teller, (R. S. Bowne — ^all in one 
family) paid at the bank. Friend Woodbury took care that the bank should, Hke Sam 
and ** Jessika," be well provided M^ith *' the fiscal patronage " it had so greedily craved. 
In Dec. 1834, it had $26,009 of a balance on hand— $ 120,000 in Jan. 1836^in Judy 
$ 90,000— and on 3d Sept. over $120,000. Of course, a job was intended, for, of $70, 
000 drawn from the treasury in Fel;». 1834, $26 ,000 Remained in Dec, and $11,000 next 
year in March ! When $30,000 lay in Bank, Sept. 3, 1836, f 100,000 more were 
drawn for by Walter and depositedl— and of this, $ 50,000 to $ 60^000 were on hand, or 
lent to speculators with whom there was the right understanding, till July 1837. When 
this wretched concern refused to pay specie for its bills or other debts in May 1837, it 
had of Custom House building cash, $ 60,000, and got $ 50,000 more in July thereafter ! 
Corrupt, .greedy, dishonestly ambitious men stuck to Van Buren^ because they saw,-tiiat, 
let public prosperity sink or swim, he would see that his legion of followers had a aui^ 
feit of public plunder. Don't suppose that on these deposites a cent of interest was 
paid.* 

In Nov. 1834, Geo. D. Strong wrote the Cojn'rs, desiring that a part of the Cnstom 
House building money might he left for safe keeping at his bank, the Commercial. 
Bowne knew better. N^ot one dollar ! 



* Th« reader may think, perhaps, that I have epokea witk too little respect of such a renerable and honored 
citiasen as Mr. Bowne— but is tt to ? Thank heaves, I am free from the suspicion of malice, for in no fbnb had I 
at any time any dealing with him. Liet the above sketch be considered, however, and then add the fact that the 
Tammany Hall annual ai^ress, previous to the Nov. elections of 1838, Messrs. Bowne and John I. Morgan lent 
■uch sentiments as are quoted below, the sanction of their names and presence as Vice Presidents at the meetinf 
which adopted diem, Wm. M. Price being chief speaker (previoas (o his Gallic Begira and abdicatioiL) 

" We consider privileged frapd and privileged credit as sjrBonymoos terms expressing one identical evil. . \ 
, . The Bank*has committed a privileged fraud in exacting interest upon its own debts, and in thus rendering 
the creditor a debtor. . . & . That the 939 banking companies sboirid be content with this ubiquitous, Ixwnd- 
less, absolute, and irresponsible power of fraud, without combining to usurp the legislative and executive pow 
•ra of the general government, would seem to be but a resonable request. .... By seciuring the payment 
■nd disbursement of the national revenue in the republican coin, we keep a still greater amount of the true stan- 
dard of value in the country, and thus better enable those fraudulent institutions, Uie buiks, to redeem their pronb> 
kee than they could if loft to the seif-destructiveuese of th ' 



s of their own operations." 

Mr. Bowne presided where it was in plain terms resolved, that his 7th Ward Bank was a ** dangerous and fratt- 
dnlent** concern — ^its notes a cheat— and the banks of the Union, as conducted by such as he, swindling institu- 
tions. He approved of the whole, «nd sent it forth in the Post with his name attached. Where was his aelf-re- 
•pect in this? What did he not admit to his own shame? If the above assertions were true, why was Peter 
Kobinson hung, and the killing of Suydam. the bank president, adjudged murder ? If organized banking is a coo- 

Siracy against American liberty and property, and Mr. Bowne says It is so, what Was the use of the trials of Bar- 
ir, Hyatt and the Lamberts m 1826-7 ? They were but parU of a system, and yet made acape goats. 
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Custom House minutes, Building Comers office, Aug. 6, 1838.—** Present Walter 
Bowne, Esq. — Ordered [by Bowne] that the following checks be drawn [on Bowne's 
bank,] viz : For Walter Bowne [that's me, too !] Services from Ist of Jan. to 1st Aug. 
81696. And " Services," 1 Mar. '35 to 15 Ap'f. '37, 666- days, at $ 8, $5328. Dec, 
15, 1840. ** Services," 441 days, at $ 8—$ 3528. Delightful simplicity ! What did 
they give him as bank president ? How much stock did h& get to make 15 per ct. out 
of at commencement ? What sum was he to draw out of the funds to share with, or 
did he share ? Vjprigkty consistent^ democratic Walter Bowne i 

Walter was nephew to Robert Bowne, who* kept his store in Q^een street. New 
ITork, nearly sixty years ago. His family were Quakers — ^he is, therefore, it is pre- 
sumed, a Hickory Quaker, like C. W. Lawrence. In 1828 he was appointed Mayor 
of New York, and held the office five years. His daughter is the wife of John W. 
Lawrence oif Flushing, and his son Nathan is reported to be very rich. 

Mr. Bowne is not too generous. It required two thirds of the senate of N. Y. in 
Feb. 1824, to pass a bill, to give public relief to many deserving persons whose pro- 
perty lyas burnt and destroyed last war^and the Assembly had passed such a bill, 
Twenty-two Senators said Yea when it came to them — Waiter Bowne and two others. 
*• Nay." 

Walter was a delegate to the bucktail convention at Herkimer, in 1828« which 
nominated Van Buren as Governor. I wish the people would look as steadily to the 
great interests of the many as this old man does to the worldly gains of ** Mr. Walter 
Bowne." 



CHAPTER XXXII. 



J{even«e Return at N. T, HoyVs Embezzlements. Daring attempt to defraud the U. S. 
out of $63,000. Ogden and PhiUipa^i concealment of Swartipout's conduct, Milliona qf 
defalcations not yet looked into. Why shQiUd we seek to trace them ? The Naval office^ by 
Coe and Throop, a base deception, ^Fleming's evidence. 

After all the attention which, wit^i the information before me, I could give the 
question, I haVe come to the conclusion that there are powerful reasons for further 
enquiry whether Mr. Hoyt*s embezzlement of the public revenue has been limited 
to $ 220,000, and upward ; whether he, at same time receiving an income of over 
$ 40,000 a year fiom his office, did not connive at yet greater errors ? 

Jesse Hoyt collected in 1839, from $ 47,113,697 worth of goods subject to various 
rates of duty, $ 14,642,408. In 1Q40, he only collected $ 6,990,643 on $. 
of dutiable imports, which shows a falling off in duties at New York alone, of 
$ 7,651,765, or far more than one half th6 amount received the year before. My 
opinion, after much consideration given to the subject, a(nd for more reasons than [ 
shall state Here, is, that this is a false statement of the real revenue of 1840, and per- 
haps, in a lesser degree, of 1839. The No. of entries in Sept. 1840, was 3,930 — in 
1839 they were 3,753. 

In 1827, theimportaUons at N. Y. were, value, $41,441,000. In 1839, $97,078,000. 
10 1840, $56,846,000. 

Mr. Swartwout's cashier, was Mr. Henry Ogden, a shrewd, cunning, good- 
humored, active, business man, the brother of a late Attorney General of Canada — ^his 
assistant was Noah's famous proteg6, Joshua Phillips. Between them $ 600,000 re- 
ceived for bopds, remain unaccounted for at Washington— no one there knows that it 
was paid at New York — the cashiers at New York got the money, but what next 
became of it? Mr. Swartwout was a keen, sharp,^ crafty politician-^matched Van 
Buren in his influence with Jackson, and was both Scholar and accountant. Was he, 
too, ignorant as to this $ 600,000, and these defective returns? Idwbt it. 

Let us look back at Mr. -Hoyt. 

After three years, or thereabouts, of office, he was about to leave it, and as he well 
knew, a heavy defaulter. His previous career, was from eai:ly. insolvency to recent 
•tockjobbing. baseless speculation, unprincipled politics, and great personal embama^- 
17 
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men^his compaoioiis were men of his to>ther's and Mr. Batier*s amoenient morale 
«— and the whigs coming into power. 

The merchant pays the duties on his goods to the* Cashier, who keeps an entry or 
account of them— before that, a duplicate of that ent|ry must hare been lodged with 
the Naval Officer as a check upon the Collector's returns of monies received few 
government. 

Between January 6th, and February 8th, 1841, hundreds of thousands of dollars 
were paid in duties to Mr. Tall man J. Waters. He entered each sum in his book- 
accounted daily (as he says) to Mr. Hoyt* for the money— laid each entry in his 
drawer, to be filed with the others belonging to each ship— and between these days 
some twenty or thirty of these entries were stolen— <uie this day, perhaps two the 
, next, so as to avoid suspicion-^he lowest entry stolen, showed duties paid $ 732 — the 
highest $ 5,957. In all, vouchers for 9 63,039 were taken in 33 days— Mr. Hoyt had 
received the money paid on these entrie»— and had it not been .that when the quarterly 
accounts went to Washington, a Whig Secretary, '* a new broom," looked sharper 
into the return, as made up from the impost book, than easy Mr. Woodbury might 
have done— ^r the thief who stole the vouchers from the cashier's office, proceeded 
regularly to the Naval Office, day by day, and carried off the duplicates — Jesse would 
have been $63,039 richer by the *' operation." But his weekly accounts, and quar- 
terly return, as made by himself and clerks, differedr^^n enquiry was set on foot, and 
the attempt to rob the treasury of these $ 63,000, was at length discovered. Had it 
succeeded it umdd have benefited no one hut Hoyt — he would have cleared $ 63,039, fo^ 
he had the cash, and not a cent of it had been charged to him on the bboks of the 
government. It was a case, the very counterpart of the $ 609,525 received on bonds^ 
except that in it the lazy financiers at Washington might have detected the rascals by 
comparing the bonds payable with the monies sent for bonds paid, and on seeing whal 
b6nds were long past do^ and unpaid, and the names of the merchants apparently de- 
linquent, further enquiry would h&ve made all clear. But Mr. Woodbury would not 
see— nor would Wolf the Comptroller- nor the Solicitor of the Treasui^— nor worthy 
Mr. Ogden the Cashier— nor Phillips his immaculate deputy— and the Auditor did 
not see it. So we have checks on error and fraud, multiplied and dovetailed, overpaid 
and useless. To cap the climax, Mr. Swartwout makes oath that he never got the 
money — Phillips, with like piety, swears that Swartwout did get it. One thing is 
clear it did not go into the United States Treasury, to be borrowed byVan Buren, 
Wright, and Butler, as the American Land Company, and used(to buy Western lands 
at government prices, which the people might have had afterwards at 500 per cent* 
profit on the outlay ! 

The evklences in document No. 21i2, H. of R., 2d Sess. ^th Congress, show yerj 
conclusively that the merchants' bonds were paid at the Cashier's <^ce>— and neither 
could he (Ogden) nor his assistant show any receipts for the repaymedt to Swartwout. 
Now, if $ 609,525 of money received on bonds could disappear from the cashier's office, 
is it likely that the cash receiVed on entries of dutiable goods would not also disappear, 
by the hundred thousand dollars, or the million ? - . 

Look at Fleming's evidence before the Commissioners. B^b admits that his office 
(the auditor's) could be no check, unless the entry was placed on file, when paid to 
. the cashiei^— and as to the Naval Office, (kept by Coe, Throop, &c.) it was a base 
fraud on community, as managed — keeping up a battalion of fat, well fed clerks, who 
were a pretended check on the collector— but no real check. The law regulating the 
Naval Office is excellent, but, like everything else, it is perverted by a pack of rascals, 
who if they don't get the penitentiary here, will be aure of it hereafter* 

That the Naval Office should check frauds and errors, says the N. Y, Evening 
Post, is undoubtedly true, but heretofore the business iias been so managed [by 
* Throop, Coe, Hoyt, Swartwout & Co*] ** as to render this department wholly 

* In Ooy'r. Van Bnren's letter to J. Hoyt, Feb. 8, 1839, (pan 45,) he admits that a doctor ' aaved xm the HerkI* 
mar Convention' by getting Enoe T. Thioop, an attorney, of CaTuga, nominated as L. Gov*r, and ousting Cd. 
Pitcher, a worthy, upright, independent ihrmer, whom Root had proposed, and who had voted in Congress, la 
1816, for the United States Bank Charter, and been appointed by the Regcacy a circuit judre in 18S3. On the 
ISkh of March* 1^. Mr. Van Buren abdicated, and Throop became (de facft) Governor of N. Y. State. In hit 
message, Mr. V. B. said, ** If ample talents, and a sound discriminating judgment—if int^^ity and singleaeaB of 
purpose, and truly republican {Principles, ftamish any just grounds for expectinr a safe administration ef the gov- 
emment, that expectation, I am persuaded, may, in the present instance, be fufiy indulged." Throop pretended 
c» desire the paaiahnent of the men who made away with Morgan, but in hit acti he protected thesk ^ 
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dependent on the other.'* **Tt wA the practice of the Nav^ Office, prerioitt to the 
appointment of Mr. Towle, to certify all the accounts of the Collector, even before 
they had received the signature of that officer himself. This was neither a counter- 
signature, as it was intended to be, nor a check upou any errors in the accounts, al- 
though it passed with others as a voucher of their correctness." *« In the case of per- 
mits for the unlading and delivery of goods, it was likewise the practice to sign them in 
the Naval Office previous to the signature of the Collector, and then it was done with- 
out any actual knowledge whether the duties had been paid or secured to be paid.-* 
. In a similar manner, the business has been done with regard to draw- 
backs or debentures." 

Now it was honorable in the Evening Post to expose this moat infamous conduct 
of its political friends — but why. did it delay the exposure till Mr. Tyler's commission 
had been printed ? Was there na hi time, from X829, till Mr. Curtis, a political op- 
ponent, was in office in 1844 ? Look at the Naval Officer's oath, and say whether the 
Naval Officer's check only became necessary when Towle, the nominee of the retaii 
rum-shop called Tammany Hall, was placed alongside of the whig, £. Curtis 1 The 
salaries of the Naval Officer and his aids, and their other expenses, fees, &c., amount 
to more than $60,0U0 a year. Has the whole concern only been a blind to enable 
knaves to plunder with more impunity from 1829 to 1841? If not — ^what else was 
it? The law of Congress of .1799 is good ; and by the Comptroller'^ circular of 1821 
the Naval Officer is required to keep corresponding accounts with the Collector, to . 
enable him from his own books, to certify to the accuracy df the Collector's accounts, 
What avail good laws white bad men conspire to render them unavailing for the gene- 
ral welfare ? * 

The manner of Fleming the Auditor*s evidence in 1841, implies a seeming doubt 
of the aoeuraoy of the books of these Custom- House Cashiers — and with reason. 
Waters might be honest, but what can be said for his assistant, Bleecker ? If Wa- 
ters was absent did not Bleecker do the business*? He, the informer-general to Hoyt; 
the standing witness, at N. ¥*., Boston, Baltimore, and Philadelphia; who did not 
tell Swartwout of the'villany he professes to have known, because *'he had no con- 
fidence in him!" Bleecker's own jBtacement, pages 36 and 37 of Hoyt's '* Let- 
ters," show him to have been long acquainted with wholesale knavery by import- . 
er»— yet he neither informed the treasury, the district attorney, the collector, nor 
the naval officer, but toaited till Hoyt appeared, and then* volunteered as informer- 
general— prosecuted HojTt for his share of the plimder, was then dismissed, and 
relinquished the spoils, out of the ** Yorkshiremen," to recover them as Hoyt's second 
cashier! 

Is there not the strongest reason for believing that entriea were made, the money 
paid, and the entries cancelled, by some of the worthies described in this chapter, to 
the amount of .millions, between 1829 and 1841?. Look at the above facts— at^ the 
characters of the men— <rf their opiruons of one <mo/^f— at the ease wttk which 1000 
entries out of 20,000 made in a year could have been put on the flre--^nd at the con- 
fusion and shameful disorder in which the records of the Custom House were pur- 
posely kept— the important papers that were and continue to-be missing^-VLud doubt, 
if you ca^, that millions on millions of dollars pa^d by the merchants have been in this 
way embezEled ! If $63,039, were very adroitly cancelled as credits in 33 days of the 
last quarter of Hoyt's incumbency, and the theft only discovered through the change 
of officers at Washington, who can suppose that that was the only theft in the pre- 
vious twelve years\ under the indulgent supervision of Weodbunr, Wolf, &c.? It ts 
true, Mr. Duane was the man to put down such practices, had they .existed in 1833— 
but he was got rid of— and even Jonathan Thompson, a Tammany Hall democrat. 



Though a mere tool in Van Bttren*8 hands, and that too one of the meanest, the Safety Fond system and the Ro- 
rnney qarried him into Qcorge Clinton's seat as Governor. I think he was next appointed to an office in the 
State Prison at Auburn, then to the Naval Office at New York, where he shameful!^ neglected his duty, and 
lastly, sent by Van Buren to Naples, as minister This is one of those expensive follies which glitter in the eyet 
of corrupt tools of power, and make them the fliore eager to prostitute their talents in a dishonest cause. ThroM» 
was a regular stock-jobber-ifot $10,000 in Cayuga Bank stock and $16,000 in Phcsnix, yieldinf nearly $4,000 profit 
at Marcy*s estimate, beside other stocks. .George B. Throop had other $10,000 of the Cayuga Bank stock, and 
Nath'l Garrow, the U. S. Marshal, $10,000. George and Noth'l were Com'rs to distribute! it,/nd they gave their 
|>rother-in-Uw, the Reg'r in Chancery, $10,000, Montgomery Hunt, whose daughter one of them had married, 
il0,000, and their friend S. Beardsley $10,000, and I understand not a penny was paid on this stock I They 
naaaged the job so as to control the bank, George K Throop became cashier, and the directors borrowed oat 
uoeb more tkan they had paid in. 
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removed, he not falling into ** the line of safe precedents'* as a public pickpocket, oHag 
defaulter. 

It may be asked-— Could additional eihbezzlements be discovered now?* I reply — 
Cui bono f There is no way to punish wholesale rogues in this country. And even 
if you were to recover millions, they iwould be squandered on army ana navy officers 
who have nobody to fight with, distributed by Vice President Dallas among needy 
senators, to pay the expense of journeys they never went, deposited in banks as a spe- 
'Culation fund for their directors, to 'trap merchants with, or wasted on some Indian 
warfare to be got up in Texas, to yield patronage to the executive. Who can have 
forgotten the splendid bequest of Mr. Smithson, an Englishman, in aid of Education in 
America? The ^00,000 arrived at Washington. Wiiat became of it ? A bankrupt 
corporation in Arkansas, called the Real Estate Bank, sold Arkansas State Bonds to 
Levi Woodbury for the $500,000. Senator Sevier and Gen*l Williamson were the 
Commissioners for the Bank — ^they charged $14,000 each for expenses and services- 
paid $5000 to a broker at Washington to do the business, and lent $8500 to persons 
in New York! These greedjr leeches were instruments of Van Buren — but if 
Smithson had known the characters he was trusting, I guess he would have put 
one clause more in his will. His gold was sadly reduced before it reached the Heal 
Estate Bank— and when a legislative committee examined the bank vaults, only 
$15,000 were found in specie. The debts due it were base and worthless ! Listen to 
the Globe! 

[^* ** The millions lavished on Galesiind Seaton for useless printing and docu- 
mentary lumber to keep up their political and polluted concern, and to make good 
the terms of the coalition with the conservatives in ' furnishing support^ for their 
double-faced journal — the half million required to complete the distribution job of 
Clarke and Force— the ^annual half million wasted on out of the way light-houses, 
cheating the niariner like so many will-o'-the^wisps along coasts^the millions^ sunk in 
throwing stones in rivers and removing sand or mud iram hopeless harbors, making 
holes, to be filled up again by the action of the tide, and the natural currents — all 
these, and hundreds of other sources of wasteful and useless expenditures, we 
traced" to Martin Van Bunen, it might have added. Wh,at said 'Mr. Van Buren's 
oath? That he would be faithful to the Constitution — and what does in enjoin? 
Speaking of bills, no matter fpr wliat purpose-^it says, of every bill, ** If he ap- 
prove he shall sign it." Did he then approve, as his signature attests ? Undoubt- 

* I think, however, that much infonnation could be had as to other embezzlements if the bad men who hare 
profited by them were ousted. When a ship arrives fit>m abroad she produces a manifest, or detailed statement 
of lier cargto. The Inspector's return shews what part went to the owners, and what to the public store, Ibr ex- 
amination, or Jstorage. The Surveyor's assistant comparM this return with the receipts and permits. It is also 
ooippared vitli the entries and manifest — and as the manifest itself might be compared with the cockets, in the 
case of British vessels, then could be no knavery, unless knaves sat on honest men's stools. Why should a 
deputy collector sign an entry without making a minute of it in a cheek bookt Why should a Naval Officer 
jnijce no immediate record f Why should it rest on the ktmor of a Phillips or a Bleeckee, or die /oacy of some 
gambler in the Collector's chair, whether wholesale fraud or honesty ahall prevail f I impeach no one. I reason 
from' the multitade of facts before me. One thing is clear, those who do not want the knavery of fbrmer years 
to see the light will find out nothing. Bfr. Lorenzo Hoyt's principle of -injuring a friend, but nei^er telling him, 
has its advocates, even in a Custom House. 

I have expressed my belief that the $63,060 of entries abstracted ia 1S41 are not the only ones. Look at Tves's 
Cfvidenee in the U. S. Com'rs. report He states, 11th Deer 1841, ** I waa in-tbe habit of paying Mr. Phillips, the 
former cashier, about $900 a- year, and continued the same to Mr. piee<Aer.'* He adds, that B. owed his house 
$200 to $300 for goods, and money lent, but when he had charged these things to him h6 did not expect to get 
payment " I was in the habit" Ives continues, " of hudtng to Mr. Bleecker, assistant cashier, checks vtCikesrt 
date for cash duties, instead of paying the money. These checks were held by Mr. Bleecker without the know- 
ledge of Mr. Waters the cashier, sometimes ten or fifteen days. It was understood between Mr. Bleecker and 
myself that the transactions in regardno the checks should not be exposed to Mr. Waters." Waters speaks of 
Ives's checks, but there may have been many more of them than he knew Qf— and if Bleecker could ke^p a 
$10,000 or $20,000 check, taken for duties, 10 or 15 days secretly, " in a black box," either he must have withheld 
tHe report of Ives's entry from Waters, or tho^e could haVe been no daily settlements and paying over balances 
daily by the latter to Hoyt From this and other means of information I have concluded that Waters was not 
always present taking money— and that much that was wrong might hav^ been done with a proper understanding 
of parties, unknown to him and injurious to the revenaa. 

In Auditor Fleming's evidence about the missing entries of Jan. 1841, he, (much astonished, of course) declares 
they were the only documents he had known to be removed. His memory, had it reached as far back as Gilpin 
and Barker's visit in 1838, would have told him of books, papers, important records, missing, not to be had— and 
the last quarterly return of Hoyt'i predecessor, free from Hoj^'s errors, fbr it was not ma^ out at all I 

Mr. Waters swore that he accounted to Hoyt daily as cashier, and paid him the cash balances. If so, the cash 
aecount must have told Hoyt and his clerks when he sent his last quarterly return to Washington, that it was a 
difhimest one, fbr Watera's book showed the $63,000 of missing entries, all entered and paid to Hoyt by him. 
How was it with the weekly return to Washington t . Will not legislators who hire knaves find it difficult to 
enact laws to keep them straight 1 1 
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edly, for he was sworn to OBJECT and return eVeiy bill which in hia judgment, was 
not for the people's interest. Did he do that ? Nerer in one instance— but- whsn 
upbraided for ^he wholesale Tonality, corruption and -shameless profligacy of his ad- 
ministration, he replied through his annual message— that it was not the practice for 
presidents to object to bills for spending the people's money, on account of their ex- 
travagance ! Will not this man's name stink in the nostrils of fiiture generations! ! 
I believe it is a fact, that from '37 to '40, Van Buren's estimates, or money asked for 
public uses, was $89,000,926. CongresS^ voted $143,190,106, or 44 millions addi- 
tional. By the virtue of his oath to object if he disapproved, he signed ^* approTod" 
at the foot of evety bill — as it would be an unusual thing for a president to check ex- 
travagance! 



CHAPTER XXXm. 



■ The CommiUee. of Congress, 1839 — their report. Mr. Van Buren publidy advised of 
Hoyt and^Ooe^s misconduct, Horace Greele^^s prophecy. Mr. Bryant. The Post 
justifies Hoyt. Official Incomes. Morris and the Post Office boxes. Hoyt pockets 
$20,000 for a year {by mistake!!!) Coe's income. G. R. Ives. No Jmrness 
shoum to the merchants.. \Vassont Shouri, and the ** privileged carts. ^^ Were 
Hoyt and the Government aware ' of Swartwout^s speculations and embezzlements f 
Phillips and Ogdeni Comptroller Wolf. The late Eckford $20,000 verdict. H. 
A. Wise denounces Woodbury. Noah's Puff. Defaulters and Speculators at Colum- 
bus and Fort Wayne. Hoyt^s inhlence. Cost and Outracter of the N. Y. Custom 
House. ^ 

We have seen why. Mr. Vj^ Buren appointed Mr. Hoyt to the Custom House. 
The report of the Committee of Congress, 1839, will show that he was well and ear- 
ly informed of his illegal conduct, and mismanagement there — ^and the inference is, 
uiat as he retained him, he approved of that conduct. Speaking of Hoyt and Coe, the 
committee said, that their returns were incorrect, and not to be believed — that Hoyt 
was guilty of an unlawful retention and use of the revenue-— that Hoyt would neither 
show them his own book of cash depositea^in bank, nor permit the banks he used to . 
show them his accounts— that he carried on his kao business with his public busi- 
ness, and mixed his own funds, the public funds, and his legal clients' funds all up 
together, thus creating confusion^ — that, G. A. Worth had made known that Hoyt had 
deposited the public money in banks forbidden to him by law as depositories— and they 
quoted the Attorney General's condemnation of Hoyt's course. The latter, with 
§40,000 if not $60,000, of an annual income, had the assurance to ask, when turned 
out, another $200,000 fpr keeping and taking care* of the revenue (! !), although the 
Attorney General and Congress had reproved him for withholding it from the Trea- 
sury, and Stephen Allen could not get it out of his ta]oi)s,.for his Sub-Treasury. 

Mr. Hoyt put into his own pocket, the difference of rent paid for the public stores, 
and the sums received for storage. This item alone, netted him over $11,00Q a year^ 
but the samQ dishonest and peculating course is no longer continued. The U. S. pay 
the storekeepers, clerks, workmen, inspectors, &c. there employed. What a mocke- 
xy it is to fix the value of one man's labors at $6,400, wjben in reality those in the se- 
cret well know he is to get $40,0(^0 to $50,000 CTen if he does not plunder and pillage 

* I do not wish to class Mr. Bryant with such trading politicians as Hojrt, Wright, Butler, &e^ [God Ibrbid !] 
but it ought to be known that he did not sanction the leader in tikt Post of March 1, 1841, where it says, that if a 
certain statement contained in the American " is accurate, we do n^t see how Mr. Hoyt could safely do otherwise 
than rotain the money subject to the decision of the courts. He might better relinquish his claim to it at ones 
than to pay it over to the department and petition Congress to direct it to be Refunded. No tribtinal in the ooon- 
try, perhaps in the world, is more tardy, more uncertain, more indifferent to the just expectations and rights of 
priTato suitors than the Congress of the United SUtes." . 

*' Mr. Hoyt has been from au early period a warm and intimate friend of Mr. Van Buren, and it must have ooet 
the President an effort of more than hia usual firmness to displnce him." 

Just two years before this, Horace Greeley, in his weekly Whig of March 3, 1839, had recapitulated the invea- 
tinting committee's stetement, adding— "In short, every tUng appears to be in train for another explosion, when- 
ever the collector shall deem it more profiuble and safe to tak« steamship than to continue in the Custom House.** 
Is it possible that Mr. Van Buren could have persuaded rational beings that Hoyt's career was a separation of 
beak «nd state Y Too wnaj believed it—but fiurtniMtely not enoaf h to renew Ue term of the preaMeacgr." 
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our merchants on pretended charges of fraud, and then embezzle and pocket what he 
has thus disgracefully obtained ! It is so in every thing. 60 to the Post Office, and 
there yon 6rA Lawrence's comrade, Morris, entbron^ in an old Dutch church as 
postmaster. You think you know his salary-— but yon doD*t. The law says ond 
thiog but practice, says another. There are some 3000 boxes paid for by the United 
States— clerks are paid to wait upon them-*-aDd while $1 or 91,50 a year is charged 
elsewhere in the Uoion for a box, here it is $4. The $ 8,000 to $12,000 on this, is it 
not a perquisite of office ? Why not end this trickery, cheating, jobbing, deceptive 
system at once— pay a fair price for the labors of a postmaster, and let the public have 
boxes at $1,50, and the government the reveoue ? Go to the Marshal, District Attor- 
ney, where you please, it is everywhere a discreditable, mean scramble, a craving for 
bread at the expense, too often, of every manly, independent principle. Can Congress 
do no better for us ? Is practical democracy a mockery, and a reproach, or may we 
dare to love it as in the sunny days of boyhood and youth ? 

One of the public stores in New York was burnt. Very reprehensible was the con- 
duct of the officers who had the management of the sale by auction of the damaged 
goods. The nett proceeds were paid to Mr. Hoyt, Feb. 11 and^21, 1840, to be, by him, 
that day placed at the credit of the government, in his accounts. Did he do it ? No. He 
pocketed the money, $19,929 — sp^ulated on itjfor a year, and merely charged himself 
with it for form's Bake, on the 20th Feb. 1841, just to enable the government to state 
more correctly the sum total of his embeza^lements ! " Why did you do it ?*' says 
one. " I forgot it," quoth Jesse. The interest of this and other sums kept by him, 
when the treasury ought to have had 'em, I value at $10,000 a year, at the usuad rate 
of interest. Besides the use of the $19,929, he charged the U. S. $2,000 for storing 
the goods, auctioned, in the U- 8. Stores. 

I have heard the fees for three years estimated at $35,025. Here was $10,000, to 
him, in that time, from that source. One may judge what a besom or scourge Hoyt was, 
where he tells us in his letters, p. 133, that the fines, forfeits, and penalties paid by 
him to the treasury in less than three years caine to $91,000— while in the previous 
26 years they had only amounted to $140,000i Fleming says that Hoyt had $29,'- 
373 as his nett share of this sort of plunder — $10,000 a year that was— and the same 
went to Coe and Craig, each, yearly, making their, places worth $16,000 to $18,000 
per annum — though that is unifer the reality. ' 

Hoyt was never satisfied. He told Woodbury that , integrity must be better paid. 
He served 9 months in 1838, and actually contended for the whole year's pay ! »* Can 
you be honest, Mungo ?" says one of Sheridan's heroes to his black servant. <* What 
you'give roe, massa?" replied the negro. No man has done more to injure Van Buren 
permanently, than Jesse Hoyt. .. . - 

Compare what follows with Mr. Hoyt*s conduct to the foreign houses whose goods 
werfe seized : ' 

George R. Ives, pf the firm of Labron & Ives, was a standing witfaess for Hoyt m 
seizure cases. Mr. Lounsberry swore that Cairns of the woollens loft, would pass 
Ives's invoices as fairly charged, though rated 10 to 15 per cent, under value — ^while 
to other houses who gave (air invoices of some kind of goods he would raise the {n*ice 
10 to 15 per cent. It is conduct like this that embarrasses the honest dealer. Ob 
one occasion Cairns raised the invoice price of a lot of woollens 20 to 25 per cent., not 
knowing the owner. Mr. Ives arrived, said the goods were his — they talked privately, 
and the inyoice was at once reduced to its old rate. 

On one occasion a lot of Ives's woollens were measured. There was 3900 yards 
more than was entered— the fraud was clear. Let him have his goods, said Hoyt. 
To a foreign merchant he would at once have replied — " I seize your goods. Sir, for 
the fraud."" There were 13 bales and 390 pieces— every piece was 10 yards longer 
than stated. 

The reader will remember George Shourt, whom Judge Ulshocfler's brother re- 
commended for promotion from the cartage of the Evening Post to that of the Cus- 
tom House. He got the place, but it was believed that his cart was Hoyt's, sttb rosa. 
Be this as it may, G. A. Wasson charged for cartage in three }ears, $41,688, and 
only two privileged carts, at 30 to 50 cents each package, or $3 to $10 per load ! 
He charged for labor in the public stores $51,^2 — and he made out his bills, 
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*'paid for cartage, $—^-" "paid for labor $ ," gfavo no particular*— touched his 

S 3000 a month as paymaster, and of that kept the larger share as cartman. We can 
judge of the infamously corrupt character of the treasury office in those days when bills 
like this for nearly $ 100,000 were taken without the asent producing a single voucher 
and the charges, too, so emormous? No matter! Levi Woodbury ^ (Jo. did not 
etand on trifles with a friend. Wasson was one of Hoyt's " battalion of testimony^' 
was made a deputy collector — ^would nett $2000 besides, for going from town to 
town to swear — abstracted goods from the public stores for his own use— and, though 
professedly poor at first, as an inspector— he suddenly " built several splendid edifices 
in New York, and set up his carriage for comfort and convenience." Nor is this to be 
wondered at. The two carts above had made a profit of $ 35,000, or over $ 10,000 a 
year. 

One effect of the government enquiry under President Tyler was the dismissal of 
Wasson and Cairns. The former was urged on Swartwout by one of his sureties, as 
follows r 

J. Oakley to S. Swartwout, 2 Cedar St. 

" April 28, 1839. Dear Sir.-'There is a very deserving man by the name of Georg® 
A. Wasson a measurer attached to the public store. I do not know that he would) 
under any circumstances, be removed, as 1 understand he has been a Jackson-man and 
was appointed through the influence of Mr. Baldwin of Pittsburgh, who is his friend. 
As it is a matter of great importance to him, however, he has requested me to speak to 
you on the subject. I wish you would have the goodness, if his removal is contem* 
plated, to let m^ see you. Yours truly, 

J. OAKLEY. 

P. S. Permit me to suggest, by way of manifes^g my regard for your comfort, 
that you had better make the removals and appointments which you oontemplate, o^ once. 
If you do not, there will not t>e as much of you left in a few days as thejQ was of the 
Kilkenny Cats." . y 



I think there can be no doubt but that Mr. Woodbury's oflice knew that Swartwout 
was a heavy defaulter long before he left for Pariis — but it seemed to be an object with 
him to remain quiet till after the elections of Nov. 1838. Mr. Hoy t and his friends could 
not have rems^ined ignorant of the real state of Swartwout's affairs after June, 1838, the end 
of his (Hoyt's) first quarter. They must have seen that Swartwout was $ 646,754 be- 
hind for cash paid him on bonds. Mr. Ogden, Swartwout's cashier, was Hoyt's cash- 
ier till March, 1839 — he knew the whole ; and yet Gilpin the Soliciter was not sent to 
New- York till Nov. 1838. If the department received the accounts required by law, 
Mr. Woodbury must have known of a defecation, even in 1837 — ^but as he was lenient 
to other men who had embezzled large sums, but professed to be active partizans, per- 
haps it was his wish to be so with Swartwout and his friends. When Mr. Swartwout 
declined to send his last quarter's account to Washin^n in April, 1838, why did Wood- 
bury not send an officer to get it till November? This shows a corrupt and willful 
omission of duty on his part, and Wolf the Comptroller is not less culpable. Consider- 
ing Woodbury's character as a statesman this fact ought never to be forgotten. Gilpin, 
in Nov. tells Woodbury that the accouiijts had not been furnished because Swartwout 
wished them to be withheld till he would return from Paris ! Was this a aufiicient rea- 
son for Woodbury's waiting till Nov. for the quarterly return due in April from the 
principal revenue office in^&e Union ? Swartwout, Ogden, and Fleming were together 
in this busibess. On Jidy 19, 1837, Jesse Miller, 1st auditor, Wellington, vmtes 
Swartwout—** Sir : Your accounts of Customs and official emoluments for the first quarter 
1837 are received." Then the words in italics are crossed out, and a note added :^ 
'< The above do not indude abstracts of bonds taken and bonds paid." It would thus 
seem that they were too lazy and indolent at Washington to comnel the return from 
New-York of those statements which, had they wished it, wo^ild have at any mo- 
ment, exposed the chief item of S's delinquency. This letter referred to a return a year 
ahead of Swartwout's last^and yet Fleming was retained also ! Look at the private 
connection of the parties, with the swindlers of 1836, the insolvents of 1837, the stock- 
jobbers, landjobbers, and Martin Van Buren their comrade, and you arA answered 
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When Mr. Ogden, in Nov. 1838, told Gilpin of his conyeisation with Swartwont before- 
he sailed to France in August previous, and that he then well knew of the monies eniH 
bezzled, are we to suppose that Hoyt would have kept him (Ogden) longer in the cashier's 
place, had he concealed the shameful affair from him till then? Mr. Ogden had kept 
office under Swartwout for many years, and admits that he knew ths^t the Collector be- 
gan to embezzle the public money nine months after he was appointed, and use it in his 
private speculations, and that he had often told him so,' as had rhilli{>s. What was Mr. 
Ogden 's oatli as an officer, and his obligation as a citizen ? Was it to let the robbery 
reach 42 tons of solid silver, keep his salary and office and hold his tongue? Did he do 
this ? If he did not, but acted honestly, what are we to say of the president and. treasury 
department, who knew of and yet concealed such wholesale viDainy? And if he did, why did 
they retain him as cashier after this public avowal,. one single hour, and till March, 1839 ?* 
Let me here direct public attention to a recent movement of Butler's, by which, not only 
is Henry Eckford's estate cleared of all responsibility through his suretyship for Swart- 
wout, but the United States are assessed $ 20,000 to Eckford's h^irs. There was no 
'^ Council fee" from the defendant in this cage, I trust — ^but as the District Attorney knew 



A^?^: T}^^ ^fJi^ Miditor from July, 1836, and yet ho tells in 1838, that l«e waa iffnorant of Swartwout's 
default till Auffust, 1838, when (see his letter to Gilpin) he told Ogden who bade him tell Swartwout, who pre- 
tended surprise, although Ogden owns that Swartwout, Phillips and himself knew all about it, from the commence- 
ment m 1829. Why did Woodbury and Hoyt rem^n silent even then ? Congressmen, &c were to be chosen in 
Nov r and silence would help the party. Just so it was when $50,000 was stolen from the Brooklyn Bank— aUence 
was the most profitable alternative-^not to the public, but to the bank. 

It is very evident from Mr. Fleming's letter that the full default of Swartwout "was finally ascertained" in 
August, I83^and it is equally clear that had Coe, the naval officer, done his duty, the defalcation could only have 
occurred with the open sanction of the Treasury chief He neglected his duty, however, very discreditably, and 
It IS but tardy justice to give him a place among^ his comrades here. 

A review of Swartwout»s case, said H. A. Wise. [Globe report] " shows that every check !ias been abandoned 
by the 8ecretary--the Naval Officer—the CompetroUe^-not to say by the First Auditor. Sir, if party spirit, like 
a fiend, did not befriend and sustain this Secretary (L,. WoodburyV-rpardqu and whitewash his hideous deformi- 
ties and delinquencies— blight all moral sensibility here in this hall and at the White House, he would be removed 
from office instantly, or be impeached. Go where you will— trace him anywhere, and you wiU find him duU, stupid, 
incompetent, neglectful, fkithless, and corrupt I miAce no terms— fear no responsibilities. If he had the senai- 
Diiities of a man, he would demand a trial Give me an honest jury, and i wiU, upon these papers, convict 

It is creditable to Polk that Wise holda office under him. Let that go as an oflTset to the temporary employ- 
ment of Wetmoreand Butler— and it was a spirited act of the clerk of the Auditor at Washington (Mahon) 
rrankly to «vowj^ that the "weekly and mpnthly returns of moneys received and paid at the custom house," 
2-*K '0*"™ of debentures," " abstracte of bonds put in suit," " summary statement of duties collected," " schedule 
of bonds taken and liquidated," required for the Socretjiry»s office, have not been properly arranged and com- 
pared with eacb other and with the quarterly acepunt current of the customs by the Secretary of the Treasury 

Honeot Hjerdecai Noah, who -would probably prajse sittan when he deserved it, "for a consideration," and who 
had Mped his friend Swartwout to that tipr^At Hebrew, Phillips the cashie^-Mordecai, I say, was grieved to 
•ee Swartwout leave the Custom House, and thus in the ^Evening Star did he publish the retiring CoUector'a 
miogy :-^ There are few men who leave an important situation with more of the public approbation than Ma. 
Swartwout The merchanU cheerfully admit that the office could not have been better filled." Noah's compU- 
ment is ^ery equivocal Uf th^ merchants, the public, and official folks in general. 

I,have said that Woodbury was merciful to public pilferers. For example, " Harris, the receiver at ColumbnsL 
mssissippi, was a notorious drunkard and defaulter, but kept in office two years, in full knowledire of the de- 
partment uptal he owed $100,000." So Mr. Wise telk us, tt^oiifh the CHohe. Jn Aug»t, '35, Woodbn? teUs Har^ 
ris that he is a defaulter-agai|i in Oct— and so on till Sept 1820; when the feUow proposes to reeign, after hav- 
ing been two and a half years a heavy defaulter! I A Mr. G. D. Boyd succeeded Harris, and was "Tntemperate." 
a land speculator, like Butler, and reswned, a defoulter, many thousand dollars in arrears, in August 1837. John 
Davis app^d next, aa "a warm friend of the administration I" Mr. Woodbury, the Secretary, was once a judge 
in N. H. Were not the people tl^ere to be pitied M ^i a «6» 

V^^^Kondil^U^'mSwI^' ** ^*'* ^*^** ^" **"*®** *^ ^* government examiner, (Aug't 82, 1336,) with 

J^?K21^* ""S^- ?^ "'"55* "o°«y /^ «»e United States, I beg leave to state that I find it universally stated. 
!?1^ r • T^ " " conceded to as a fact by the clerks in the receiver's office, that boUi he and his reUtivJ 

?oX^I;r«1vL 5nr°JI!,?jSl\" ^* ^fu'^ '" '**J ^®^*' o^«*»*^°» ^^^^Yi *»«'*•. exchanging the money whichcouS 
not be received forpublic lands ; the rate of exchange or discount varying ftom three to five per cent I find in 
the Mseof Isaiah Wells, of Marion county, Ohio, that, so recently as the 6th instant, he paid into tiie hands of 
tte receiver, m his office, eight dollars for exchanging^two hundred and forty dollars of Ohio bank notes of firo 
dollars each. To what extent this shaving business has been carried on in the office, of course I do not know. 
5^ L^ J*^^*'i*"?t®" ? * ""^^7 considerable extent ; andthat the government money paid in by one peil 
S™ « ?^?A ® *?"^?*y ***• receiver in exchange for nncurrent, or not land office money— he receiving ibr 
ivJi^!!!'^ T u "*• . * discount as agreed upon; and that Uie same government money again is passed into the 
fcnfc^-: i'iS'' '*5"n "••** ^'*'' ^"^ **^® purpose, in pay for the public lands. That the feceivef has taken in 
^^h^^JJjA\^^''"'^''}'^ to oirdersi the schedule prepared at his office, herewith enclosed, wUl prove; 
that he received a bonus for taking the same, is, I think, almost beyond a doubt* • » f '« i 

On the 97th Oct Spencer writes Woodbury— « My demoeratic frienda think J ought not to leave nntU after 
jrehold our election for President," and the Van Buren »oU ehaver remained accordingly: Wwdbury jartS^ 
taw his conduct and accepting his apologies for irregularity, immorality, and crimel wooaoury josuiy 
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iiow Swartwout*8 affairs stood, it puzzles me to understand the method whereby he arrived, 
in court, at the above result. The decision deserves to be overhauled, and so does Mr. 
Butler — and if all be right, so much the better. Both Phillips and Ogden showed Gilpin 
that, even in 1834, Swartwout's deficit began to be large — and if, 60, how came this $20,000 
"verdict against the United States ? 

Mr. Hoyt was very insolent to his superior officers. When the sub-treasury act created 
new relations between him, as Collector, and the government, Mr. Woodbury twice required 
liim to give new bonds, with real security. This he not only flatly refused to do, but 
replied in the most arrogant and insulting manner possible. Had 1 been the Secretary, I 
^would have told Mr. Van Buren — " Sir, this man must be dismissed at once, or be pleased 
to find my successor at your earliest convenience." 

Probably Woodbury's office was his dependence for bread to his familj^. Mr. Hoyt's 
cdd securities were utterly insolvent— nor do I suppose he or they have paid back a cent 
of his default Mr. Allen became sub-treasurer at N. York, and Hoyt was ordered to pay 
the laiige balance in his hands to Allen. Not he ! He talked them all out of the cash — 
corresponded at maX length — upheld Beers & Co. — aild was upheld by Mr. Y. Buren. Mr. 
Campbell, U. S. Treasurer, had a correspondence with Hoyt in 1839, who wrote him (Oct. 
14) — ^*<Mr. Hoyt has no faith in the technicalities of the accounting officers — ONLY A 
BLOOD HOUND can trace out every little subject of their criticism." * 

Hoyt was allowed two years to prepare for trial. He h'ad some eight or ten eminent 
counsel employed — seven of whom attended his defence — the government had but Ogden 
Hoffman and Hoyt*8 friend Talmage of Beer's Bank — weeks were allotted to the inquiry — 
and Hojrt was stamped by the jury Oc^ a counterfeit.* 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 



Remarks on ike Judiciary, A decision in the Court of Errors, A Chancellor to he sold 
out. Butler on $50 fees — his Christian feelings towards retiring Judges, Vlshoeffer on 
Noah, Judgeships, and State Printers. Mrs. Butler to J. Hoyt — a race of poor Judges 
for a District Attomey^ip. Edmonds and Sutherland, 

This chapter contains a variety rather of letters and extracts from letters which throw 
more light upon the practice of the law courts,! and the way in which judges and district 

* As well as I cam ascertain, 9800,000 do not defray the cost of collecting the revenue at New York alone. 
There is much mystery about the incomes of parties employed— much trick and political jui^Iing, from 
which Air. Walker is not so free as he ought to be: Directly and indirectly, over 600 persons are employed 
tn the Custom Department— a tremendous political engine, when required at high pressure, with so thorough 
and unscrupulous a partisan as Lawrence at its head. 

I could prove, were it of any use, and perhaps the opportunity may soon be given, that the public business 
would be well done— and it has not been so— with far less than half the men and half the expense now incur- 
red. But to do business thus the very best men must be selected ; capable, faithful public servants, among 
whom an electioneering subscription, or a question as to party politics would never be asked. What a bless- 
ing to the public and the merchants it would be were the national broom to be applied tn earnest to the mar- 
ble temple in Wall street, and its horde of jobbing politicians, pensioners, and mock officers swept out! 

Nineteen years ago, when the N. V. Custom, House patronage was not one fourth of what it has since ar- 
ilved at, Mr. Van Buren, Mr. Benton, and others were a committee of the Senate to inquire into such mafr- 
ten. Speaking of its officers, Mr. Benton then said : 

" A formidable list, indeed I Formidable in numbers, and still more so from the vast amount of money In 
Iheir hands. The action of such a bo^y of men, supposing them to be animated by one spirit, must be 
tremendous in an election : and that they will be so animated, is a proposition too plain to need demonstra- 
tion. Poiosrovera man's support has always been held and admitted to be k power over his toill. The 
President has ' power ' over the ' support ' of all these officers, and they again have * power ' over the ' sup- 
port * of debtor merchants to the amount of ten millions of dollars per annum, and over the daily support of 
individuals, professional, mechanical, and day-laboring, to whom he can and will extend or deny a valuable 
private as well as public patronage, according to the part which they shall act in StaU as well as in Federal 
elections.*' 

They all tell on each other. Benton is now as silent as the tomb— but hear the N. Y. Evening Post of 
1843 !— " Of all the administrations which the country ever had, it appears to tis that Mr. Tffler*8 kas made 
ths moet corrupt use of its patronage. Never, we believe, has the bestowal of office been so much a mat- 
ter of ba^ain— so shamelessly coupled wiik the condition that the receiver should exert himself to secure 
the election of his pfltnm." Listen next to the Globe by Blair.—" We do not hesitate to say that, at this 
moment, the entire patronage of the Executive is employed in buying up renegades from the Demoeratie 

Probably this littie book will prove that both Globe and Post were in the wrong for this time at least 

f As a proof of the necessity of reform in the judiciary take the case of the Brooklyn Bank. Secretaiy 

Woodbury made it a pet-oidered the cash for the Navy Yard, fcc., to be kept there— and soon after this. 

one or more of its officers robbod it of more than half its capital. The first robbery was about §49,000. 

Three or four of the directors knew this— and concealed it from the others, from Van Barents safety ftud 
IS 
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attorneys are, or tormerly were, made. We have, first, Mr. L. Hoyf s letter describiog his 
satisfaction at a legal triumph oyer equity in the Court of Errors. Then we have Mr. 
Livingston's account of a Chancellor about to be sold out by the sheriff! Next, an evidence 
of Mr. ButlefB feelings towards Judges Spencer and Woodworth — followed by two char- 
acteristic extracts from letters by Judge Ulshoeffer (who did not want to he 9^ first county 
judge) about judge making — and lastly, a couple of sententious epislles from a lady — ^Mrs. 
b. F. Butler — to her dear friend Mr. Jesse Hoyt, in which she asks his aid to help Judge 
Sutherland down from the supreme court bench (if he had not already left it) and up to 
a $30,000 salary, <* on account of his peculiarly unpleasant situation in a pecuniary point 
of view*' — admits Judge Edmonds' claims, " so far as pauperism is a qualification" — men- 
tions Price, and her good man's guess about him — admits herself to be an old federalist — 
and consoles Jesse under his " misfortunes," hoping that he " would yet see brighter days. 

Extract from a letter — Lorenzo Hoyt to his brother Jesse [both of them Albany lawyers] 
dated Albany, Dec. 24, 1823 — ^*< McDonald's cause is decided in his favor, and for which I 
think he may thank Chief Justice Savage. Sutherland and Woodwortk, together with 11 
Senators, were dead against him. I CC^^SIDER IT A TRIUMPH OF THE LAW OVER 
EQUITY AND GOOD CONSCIENCE. I must say I had but very slight hopes before the 
aigument, but after the cause was argued, and the facts so ably and correctly laid open to 
the Senate, I thought McDonald's prospects brightened. Messrs. Van Yechten and Henry, 
who aigu^ the cause on the other side, were sadly disappointed at the result. From ins 
circumstances of Mr, Butler's being engaged as Counsel, my feelings were much enlisted in 
McDonald's favc/r, and I felt very much interested in the result." 



Edward Livin^ton to Jesse Hoyt. [Extract] Albany, post mark. May 14. "I have 
abandoned all idea of settling at Albany. The Chancellor has been so much perplexed 
harrassed of late that he this day permits his furniture to be sold at sheriff's sale* and 
bought in. This will be my apology to you for this short letter." [The date is not given, 
but it must have been between 1821 and '27. He adds that] " Seymour it is supposed is 
elected in the Western District. — Make me one of the Committee in the first ward [of N. Y.J 
for nominating. Tell Hatch to attend to it" 



Mr, B. F. Butler to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, 40 WaU st. New York, Qd. 12, 1820. 

Dear Sir, — ^I am happy to hear of your success — and hope it ^ay continue — 

$50 and $100 fees are not very plenty in this part of the country, at least not 

with young lawyers. Our circuit still continues. Judge Woodworth, in person 

and in busmess — *'Like a wounded snake, drags his slow length along." He has 

com'pi flrom the public, and firom the bank committee of 1837.. John A. Lott wu flrst county Judge of 
Kings, and a director, and when he knew of the felony he abstained from calling attention to it. Even 
when Mr. Treadwell, a Counsellor in the U. S. Supreme Court had written out a complaint, sworn to 
and placed it in Judge Lett's hand to send to the Grand Jury, he did not send it though he said he would. 
The concealment of the Bank embezzlement was felony— so was the embezzlement-^but no one was pro- 
ceeded against. Crime was hushed up lest V^Toodbury would hear of it and take out the deposites 1 Like 
Butler, the first care was to " save the bank." If bank directors will do this to get the deposites— if judges 
will thus act on their oaths — what must be the influence in the hands of a corrupt and vile government who 
have continually ten or fifteen millions by which to attract the support of the lovers of mammon ! As a 
Senator this judge voted for Barker to be Attorney General, that was of course. Another John Lott, a g^ie- 
ral, from same place, being in " necessitous circumstances," applied to Major Swartwout fm 91500 a year tn 
the Custom House, and went into office there accordingly. 

* A Chancellor's chairs and tables, feather beds and palliasses, going under the hammer at Albany, foT 
debt, looks like a sign of judicial purity. If he had stained the ermine by taking bribes, like Lord Bacon* 
he would have been more wealthy, and better able to keep off the sheriff: I wish the Ex-Clerk of Assembly 
had been so careful as to date his letters, ihat we might have been enabled to record the name of one 
Andrew Marvell at least in the midst of a judiciary of political partisans and dealers in stocks, shares, 
scrip, and all the hocus pocus of Wall and Lombard streets. Marcy comes next to him. He was placed on 
the Supreme Court bench, (says Gov. Van Buren), to ensure his salvation firom ruin in this world at least I 
fear he was too long grateful to his benefactor. 

It is a common by-word that the N. T. Custom House is a sort of lazar-honse or hospital for diseased 
politicians, but I did not expect to see it acknowledged by the leaders of ' the democracy ' that the Judiciary 
^nch is not much better. Some folks think that Judges lose their wisdom at sixty'-others that they 
Improve as they get older. In some countries men are chosen to preside in the courts, because of their 
Ikonesty, skill and learning— while in others they ascend the bench, or fill the procurator fiscal's seat, on 
die principle\on which neat cattle are stall-fed— to fktten them. WUi not these facts loass the true hearted 
nilUons to prepare for 9^ the Convention 1 
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siTen very general dissatisfaction this court The city has been 

full of farmers, &c.» these two days — at a cattle show-— but I have seen nothing of it 
myself. Chief Justice Spencer delivered a speech on the occasion, by way, as I 
suppose, of preparation for Ike period when he will he compelled to retire to the shades of 

private life. In haste, yours, truly, 

B. F. BUTLER, 
In another letter, April, 1819, Mr. Butler tells Mr. Hoyt from Sandy Hill, that " The 
appointment of Judge Wood worth is universally reprobated here ; without any exceptions, 
except the Clintonians." 

Extracts of letters from Michael Ulshoe£fer, Ist County Judge, N. Y., to Jesse Hoyt, 
member of Assembly, Albany. 

New York, Feb. 3, 1823. — ** I presume that our city appointments are to be recom- 
mended by the members, at least I have been informed that such is the wish 
of the Governor. Will your friend Noah consent to this? — for I see by his paper 
that he rules at Albany, and that those who offend him are to receive no quarter. 
Pray inform me whether he is authorized to say, as he does in his paper, that all 
who are not his friends had better stay at home, or not offer their names at Albany 
this winter.' What are you doing about state printer, will not Leake obtain it? Let 
me also know whether any open or concerted opposition is made, or making against the 
Governor. 

New York, Feb. 18, 1823. With respect to the Comptrollership, I can only say that it 
was not desired by me, and that I had so written before I received your kind letter. I have 
no such views, I assure you. Even that highly respectable situation would not tempt me 
me to leave here and reside at Albany: f^or do i desire to be made first Judge in any 
event. My views are mare humble, and I have no intention at present to become a candi- 
date for any office beyond that of a Notary Public. Accept, however, my grateful thanks 
for your friendly intentions, and if I have an opportunity, 1 will reciprocate. Do not 
make a State Printer,* who will transfer the feuds of New York to Albany, and throughout 
the State. Dullness would be preferable to indiscretion. Do look to this. I regret that 
the appearance of things is unpropitious at Albany. But is it necessary to oppose 
Governor Yates? Will not things go on smoothly in future? If the members of 
Assembly have recommended the county Judges, how comes it^at the Governor nomi- 
nated BarstoWp &c ? Has aot the Grovernor complied with the members' wishes in tMs 
respect r* 

From Mrs, Harriet Butler ( fFife of B. F, B.) to Mr. Jesse Hoyt. 
Pm'k Washington, Feb. 19.— Addressed to Jesse Hoyt, Esq., N. Y. 
[Private.] " Washington, 18th Feb. *34. 

" My dear Sir— You must either work for Judge S. [Sutherland] or yourself, if you 
do not wish Tallmadge to get the office of D. A. [District Attorney.] 

His brother works like a Cart-Horse in the matter, and things are working well for 
him. 

Mr. B. [Butler] only yielded to Judge S's claims over yours, on account of his (the 
Judge's) peculiarly unpleasant situation in a pecuniary point of view. 

Do help the Judge. The decision of the matter is to be left to the N. Y. Members — 
Representatives and Senators — and they are all pretty much to a man committed to 
Tallmaclge. Great haste, sincerely yours, , H. B." 

t[Harriet Butler.] 

* Adverting to Hr. Batler^s letter in pages 98 and 39, I must say that one of the most dangerons and 
wickedof the tricks, by which electiye institations are often entirely nvUified, and artfnl intriguers {riaced 
in trusts requiring honesty and capacity, is our Caucus system, by which the men of one way of thinking 
on politics meet in a room and agree that whenever one of their number shall get a majority of the votes of 
those then present, were it but one vote more than half, he shall be the nominee of the whole^ and all go for him 
in the legislature. The effect is to elect in very many instances, men who could not get half, sometimes 
little more than a fourth of the unbiassed suffrages of all the members, were it not for this contrivance. In 
this way Van Buren got to be a U. S. Senator, with a majority of the votes of the legislature against him— in 
this way the choice by the people of the electors of President of the U. S. is often nnllified-Hind by this 
means are the liberties of the country undermined. Never was there a more gross burlesque on nominatlont 
than what is seen at Tammany Hall, and it is really wonderfhl that New York submits to it. Surely the 
wisdom and honesty of a Ave Ck>nvention will be able to provide a plan whereby our political nomlnatlonff 
shall become in aU cues, the. act of a ms^Jority of the people, and not of soidid, selfish leaders of impdnciplei; 
futions. 

t Where brackets [ ] are used in any letter or extract, it it by the editor, to explain th« nKMalBt of air- 
taMviatad words, itc. I wUhed to keep the ladies oat of a pcdittcal work of thif Und, bat lira. Batter deMnres 
to be ail exeeptton to the rate. 
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Indorsed b' 
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Endorsed by Hoyt, «H. Butler, Feb. 24th, 1834.'* Addressed "Jesse Hoyt, Esq., 



• Washington, Feb. 24th, 1834. 

My Dear Sir — ^I can only say in relation to the office which was the subject of 
a former letter, that you have become a candidate too late in the day for any hopes of 
success. 

If Tallmadge and Sutherland are set aside, as is very likely they will be, if the matter is 
referred to the Delegation, I think Mr, Edrnonds will succceed. 

So far as PAUPERISM* is a qiuilification and recommendation to the favor of party ^ 
surely you will give in to THE LAST NAMED PERSON. 

But it is a pity, if you really icant the office, that you did not say so at the commence- 
ment of the session. You may as well, however, write to Cambreleng, who I 
hear is committed for you, and he will be able to tell you all the difficulties about the 
affair. 

PRICE, it is thought by Mr. B. [Butler] will be the person the delegation will unite 
upon, if they cannot agree not to disagree upon either of the first named persons — but I am 
of opinion Edmonds will be the man. 

I am happy that you can talk so cheerfully of your misfortunes. I hope that you will yet 
see brighter days though. 

I perceive by one of ^rour letters you are getting to be quite an old man. 

Mr. Butler still continues strong in the fai£ (Jacksonism) and thinks that all the 
political troubles of the day are necessary to the purification of the body politick. That 
lessons of wisdom will be learned now (and learned by heart) that will do men 
good. 
[Here four lines of the lady*s MS. are carefully erased ! She adds — 1 

Don't be curious to know the above — ^it only showed a little of the M leaven of 
Federalism, which my admission to the Cabinet cannot or has not yet, covered. 
The mail will close and I must haste — 

Sincerely yours, H. B. 

Mr. J. Hoyt ^___ [Harriet BuUer.] 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

Mr. Builefs revenues as U. S. Attorney. Why he is again in offi^ ? Enormous law fees 
extorted. ** Betts's foraging ground,** Wise on JMaulters. Samuel R. Beets. Ek 
explains the Sub- Treasury Law in HoyVs casei! The Belts family. $18,000 a year 
for one clerkship / / T heron Rudd. Cruel persecution of La Chaise jr Co. Bribed and 
perjured witnesses sent to testify / .' Butler persuaded to take "half fees.** Picture of a 
Rdigious Hypocrite. Legal Robbery. Birchard and Hoyt combine to discard the mer- 
chants of N. Y. from juries, as not trustworthy! Hoyt extorts $85,000 of blood mtmey 
from foreign houses. The Convention. 

In the course of 28 months,t Mr. Butler realized, as District Attorney, from the 
government alone, $62,690, besides enormous and unlawful [yes urUaviful] fees 

* John W. Edmonds's name as a politieal manageir is fkmillar to oor readers. That quality, with his 
eonnections with Van Buren and their old assoeiates, and the uses he may be pat to as a political character 
in a wider and more inflnential circle, may have decided Governor Wright to elevate the dealer in stocks 
and shares, law and politics, Warren street, N. Y., to the bench. He believes in Morris* unwritten law^ 
warned Glentworth to go away, and gave up to him the very papers he afterwards justified Morris fbr 
hunting after at midnight ' The end justified the means.* In Nov. 1831 he was elected for the 3d district 
to the Senate of N. Y.; followed Silas Wright to get hold of the deposites in 1834; is said to be pious ; 
eon keep his office, worth, I hear, 96000 or more, till three score ; wears the anti-slavery face of Van Buren 
politics ; has done a deal of party work in his time ; was inspector of Sing Sing prison when he got Judge 
Kent's place ; and is lauded in the N. Y. Evening Post for his * zeal, efficiency, enlightened and benevolent 
views.' When we get to the close of Mrs. Bodine^s case I will have more to say, in a Aitnre edition. 

t Nothing can be more erroneous than that men of humble origin are more iriendly to the class among 
whom they were reared than the dwellers iuipalaces and among the opulent of the land. " The beggar on 
horseback" is often found in America. Look at Jefiferson and Lafayette— reared in wealth— then compare their 
conduct with that of M. Van Buren and B. F. Butler, who began life selling spirituous liquors in taverns, 
and J. Hoyt, an insolvent store keeper. The latter sneers at merchants foreign bom, and talks of his " long 
line of ancestors." In his friends Noah and Fhillip's National Advecate, of Dec. 1813, and in the Long 
Ijdand paners, he wUl find Jesse Hoyt, of Stamford in Ck>nnectlcut, advertised, with others, by his Captain as a 
deserter f^om the United States Army. Perhaps this namesake was of no kin to him— perhaps a near rela* 
MTe. What matters it ? I state the net in condemnation of his Insoltlog conditct to classes of men. It to 
OTiel to denounce bad and good tofether, of any race or body of men. 
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£rom defendants, whom his jackall Hoyt had pounced upon, and the profits of his private 
practice. This was better than Sandy Hill and the W. and W. Bank, under Jacob 
Barker. Mr. Butler is again District Attorney — and it is believed that the monstrous and 
iniquitous (even where legal) fees and gains he got formerly, are materially curtailed by 
act of Congress. I know thai it is not so. He will not be so barefaced in his exactions 
now as he was in Hoyt's time — ^but his income is enormous, and unbecoming the style of 
a frugal republic. No Congress could possibly have intended to erect such a torturing, 
harassing, grinding inquisition as the U. S. Courts here are shown to be in the session 
papers of Congress. Messrs. Hoyt and Butler were dd comrades — when in power they 
understood eacn other — and if they did not pluck the public ^oose, it never will be plucked 
by man nor woman neither. I refer to the U, S. Commissioners' reports and testimony, 
No. 212, 27th Congress, 2d Session, H. of R. [Executive,] containing the history of 
Hoyt, Butler and the N. Y. Custom House, printed by the nation. May, 1842. 
How President Polk, wilh the facts there stated, all in array before him, could 
replace Mr. Butler where he now is, passes my understanding. I wish I could 
spare the means to spread, gratis, though the whole Union, the evidences of 
recorded works of the praying, exhorting. Sabbath-keeping District Attorney of 
Southern N.Y. 

In one case, the Schooner Catharine, the U. S. Marshal, at New York, took .$2247 as 
his costs, though the proceeds of the sale were only $3000 — in another, Elliot & Co. Mr. 
fiutler brought 40 suits wrong, stopt them — got S2395 as his. costs — brought another suit 
against them (same case)-^xacted other $1142 cost — issued (by his order) execution, and 
there were no goods to take. Batler knew there was " little prospect of collecting tht 
debt" when he piled up these costs. ** Strange and impalpable to common honesty as it 
would seem, COUNSEL FEES, varying from $50 to $600 were demanded AND 
EXTORTED FROM THE DEFENDANTS in suck suits, by B. F. Butler, while U. S. 
District Attorney," as a condition to a settlement for the government, or a stay of legal 
process ! ! ! ! ! The Congress Report adds, that the court was styled *< Betts's foraging 
ground," Like the debatable ground, where black mail was levied or might have been duriu^ 
the revolution. 

Shortly after the accession of the German, George I, as Eins^ of England, his favor- 
ite cook sought hie royal permission to return to Hanover, and assigned as his reason 
the profligate waste of all articles of food in the king's kitchen, so very difierent 
from German frugality. «« Never mind," said- his majesty, "do you steal like 
the rest — my present revenues and good people can stand the expense" — and added, 
with a hearty laugh, " be sure' to take enough." Our Dutch ex-president's advice to 
his cooks, Ho3rt, Sutler, and the Betts famUy, seems to have run in the old Hano- 
verian strain of upstart royalty — *<Do you steal like the rest, and be sure to take 
enough .' " * 

Samuel R. Betts of Sullivan Co., N. Y., was with Wm. M. Price and others, 
admitted a Counsellor at law, in Albany, August' IS 12. Jud^ Yates nominated 
him as a Supreme Court Judge in 1823, but the Regency in Senate dissented, 
agreeing however, same year, to make him a circuit judge. Finally, he succeeded 
Mr. Van Ness as U. S. District Judge in N. Y. The evidence in the Govern- 
ment CommisMoners' Report showed, that Mr. Hoyt had put into his pocket the 
excess of cash balances, and refused to pay the money to the U. S., as required by 
the law of July 4, 1840. The Solicitor of the Treasury advised a criminal piose- 

* After the Committee of Congress, 1830, had shown the shameful neglect of Woodbury, the misconduct of 
Swartwout, Coe, ^. and the headlong strides that Hoyt was taking towards embezzlement, speculation, 
and ihiud, one of their number, H. A. Wise, after reviewing the whole subject, In a speech delivered in the 
H. of R., and published in the Globe, remarks, that it is the Fresident*s duty to take care that the laws be 
fiilthAilly executed. And (he adds) *' after what I have laid before you, let me ask, * What use would there 
be in humbling ourselves to become spies and censors to report defalcations and crimes to this Executive, 
with a view to a prompt removal fVom office 1 Why pass laws to enact that the application of public 
money by an officer of Government to private uses shall be a felony 1' Will reports or statutes avail any 
thing? vain and idle! they would the more cloak and conceal and protect these plunderers. Pass any 
pains and penalties ; adopt any system of laws you please— United States Bank, pet bank system, Sub- 
Treasury— and let me ask if either could be expected to work well in the hands of such men who * counts 
nance* such ' faults 1 ' Sir, we ara told by that philosopher in government, Wm. Penn, that the best system 
will be as the worst if badly administered by bad men ; and that the worst system will be as the best, if 
righteously administered by good men. A change of men is what is wanted— a general turn-out of ail fiiithless 
trustees and servants.'* ^ „ . ., « 

The lesult has shown that Mr. Wise clearly understood the character and objects of Martin Van Buren and 
his blackle' band of parasites and locusts. 
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cution — ^Crittenden, Attorney General, and Ewing, Sec. Treas., considered Hoyt 
liable to a criminal indictment — Judges Betts and Thompson, when applied to for a 
warrant to arrest Hoyt, were of opinion that he was not liable, although he had 
kept back, had not entered, but had refused to pay over public money. The law 
said that defaulters were to be sent to jail — the judges replied that it did not mean 
it. The Sub-Treasury law was then a mere mockery — a trick, to be reproduced 
next election, vnth new musicy if the pets blow up again. Hoyfs decision, with 
Van Buren's consent, to take checks on banks, and call the bank notes specie, 
which was constantly acted on, show that hypocrisy was always uppermost there 
also. 

Mr. Betts was a keen, sharp, money-loving sort of person, and the government com- 
missioners, from the manner in which he filled up the p&ces in his court, making it a sort 
of family concern, became suspicious that the law of Congress, limiting fees and salaries, 
was evaded. They accordingly required from the officers of his court answers on oath as 
to fees, salaries, &c., and inquired what was their relationship to the Judge, which last 
question appears to have put his honor very much out of temper. In John Harris's testi- 
mony (Doc't. 212, p. 405) he states that the clerks of the U. S. district and 
circuit courts, in. New York particularly, had annually exacted enormous fees. Jvdge 
BetU's brother was clerk of both, and he admitted that he had taken in cash $18,000 
a year, for his clerkship, for one court only. How much he got out of the 
other court is not stated — but, in due time he resigned, and Judge Betts next 
appointed his son^ then under age. Even a leech will leave bff sucking human blood 
when it is full. 

*< The judge might not be interested in the fees before ; but is he not, now (1^^^) ^^^^ 
his son is appointed, interested in the fees } And if he be, is he not interested in forfeiting 
goods ? For, if there were no forfeitures, the trials would cease, and there would be no 
fees ?" 

Collector Hoyt informed the law officer of the Treasury Department, officially, [p. 12, 
doc. 212] " that he had no confidence in judicial adjustments, and considered it a hopeless 
task to get verdicts from Judge Betts and Mr. Waddell's juries" — he therefore preferred a 
compromise. To the government corn's, he appeared to be the great controlling.power in 
Betts's court — though he, Hoyt» writes of him thus [p. 20.] " Mr. Flenii^ informs me 
that he only heard of the seizures by accident, and he knew nothing of them till the 
returns came from the clerk of the court, into whose hands the judge of the Court [Betts] is 
ffrone to be careful to have the money paid, so that his brother (the clerk) wotdd get his fees 
and commissions." 

Theron Rudd was cleik of this court many years ago — got * his fees and commissions,' 
and took care to secure, as his own share of the people's money, $120,000, entrusted to 
his care, which he buttoned close up in his breeches pocket, and kept it too, . Theron 
was a delegate * for Mr. Van Buren*s cause,' as Bennett would say, up at Herkimer, long 
after that. These great defaulters are all great friends of Mit Buren, who thinks 
that Morris's never written laws don't apply to their cases. Their sjonpathies and 
Mr. y. B's seem to run all one way. Theron, Butler, Price, and the Bettses, 
judge, son and brother, have made a great deal of money out of U. S. Courts in their 
time. 

In 1839, a bale of goods was seized — Samuel Bradbury claimed it. After two years of 
a law journey thro' Mr. Betls*s court, it was sold in 1841, and its contents (cassimeres) 
brought $321. (Attorney) produced his bill of costs, $225 — Betts's clerks theirs, $81 — ^the 
Marshal his, $83. The proceeds were swallowed up by the democratic law-dispensers, 
and the collector paid them other $68 to square their accounts ! Hoyt and Butler's zeal 
foi " compromises" did not diminish after the election of Harrison.* 

* Mr. Bennet, when chairman of a committee in the Qritlsh parliament, made a report on certain extortions 
and craelties practised in a jail in London. Jone«, the jailer, was examined, who testified that he was only 
a deputy— the real jailer twing a son of the Lord Cluef Justice, and then abroad— with whose father he shared 
the immense profits of his prison house, per agreement. The story produced an epigram, not inapplicable to 
car Betts. Here it is— 

When England's chief jailer was called to account, 

And compelled of his profits to state the amount, 

The committee observed that the sum was too large 

For one who had merely of prisoners the charge. 

** The sum ! " exclaimed Jones, " Why, the Chief Judge*8 sob, 

A lad, who abroad on his travels had gone, 
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The case of La Chaise, Fouche,& Co. is thus reported by the Com'rs to the Presi- 
dent. — " The means resorted to by Hojrt to obtain moneij from these foreigners, are 
unsurpassed in enormity and official perfidy by any act during his continuance in office. 
It seems to have been tne policy of the collector, when he designed to make seizures* 
"with a view to compromises, to select foreign houses, with whom there would, in all 
probability, be less sympathy in the community, and a better prospect of success than 
there would be if like proceedings were attempted on an American house.*' La Chaise 
& Co. were Frenchmen, ignorant of our laws and language, of good standing, and 
prosecuted a successful business in New York as importers of French silks, &c. Mr. 
Hoyt cast his eye upon them, as fit subjects for his and Butler's system — Campbell and 
Davis were put in requisition. Of the former I have spoken — ^I^vis was equally vile 
and infamous. Of Campbell, Hoyt writes to Sidney Bartlett, Boston — ^** By a perusal 
of the testimony on the trial here, you will readily perceive that he is ready to make 
any statement to serve himself, without reference to the truth of the case" In reading of 
Hoyt and Butler's conduct in office, I have been irresistibly drawn to connect them in 
my mind with the infamous creatures in Ireland, who kept " the battalion of testi- 
mony " always in readiness to swear away the lives of the men who had risen for 
freedom in 1798. 

La Chaise and Fouche became the viptims of Hoyt's avarice — the charges against 
them were "compromised." They had goods value $70,000, in their store. Of 
these $40,000 worth were free of duty — the rest Were dutiable and paid, except 
their last received goods, for which the collector had their bonds to permit an ex- 
amination, if desired. Five cases waited an appraisement in the public store. 
In April, 1838, Hoyt sent his myrmidons to seize everything in their store, paid 
or unpaid, free or dutiable, and at the same time he seized the five cases in his own 
custody, not waiting for an appraisement. Mr. La Chaise was arrested on a charge 
of perjury, next — tne wretches Campbell and Davis swore that the House had 
bribed them — ^three indictments were prepared — the grand jury found the bills, on 
C. & D.'s evidence. The marshal kept the goods a year, before the district attorney 
filed informations, and the case was kept from trial till these unfortunate foreigners 
were forced to accept Hoyt's terms for a compromise, or . sustain a total loss of their 
property. Hoyt wrote to Coe, at the same time, that he well knew he could neither get 
them convicted on the civil or the criminal suits, and he gives this as a reason for a 
compromise!// He knew he could not recover in an American court one cent, he 
therefore advised with Butler, Coe, &c. and offered to take $45,000, and the law 
fees, and compromise the whole, perjury cases and all ! $2,500 were the costs — 
and Hoyt and Butler compounded the felonies, as they affirmed they were, for a pe- 
cuniary consideration ! ! Campbell and Davis had no hesitancy in swearing all Hoyt 
required before the grand jury, to ruin these innocent merchants, but they durst not 
come openly before their countrymen with the same tale — the pains and penalties of 
perjury stared them in the face, and although they had undertaken to swear hy con- 
tractt at the instance of the degraded and unprincipled Ho)rt, they shrunk from the 
bargain. Butler's report, Aug. 22, 1839, says, " No suit was brought for unpaid 
duties, and no probable ground of recovery in any such suit could be discovered." 
He adds, that it was suspected they had frequently entered goods too low — and 
this mere suspicion was the whole grounds of this persecution. What if they had 
done so ? W ere not the sworn umpires who had passed upon their goods chosen 
by the President and Senate, with power to place higher valuation on the same 
if they had chosen to do so ? $6,300 was taken from these merchants for duties 
estimated on goods seized — $18,968 on penal bonds pretended to have been forfeited 
because they did not deliver to the collector some part of the very goods he had 
previously seized — an impossibility. One of Butler's items of costs was $500 as 
juis counsd fee — and in their review of Butler's report, the U. S. Commissioners 
call it ** an appesd to the government for its approbation," because of the " pecu- 

Is the jailet in fiict, by his fkther selected ; 
And to him I account for whatever *s collected ; 
Bat the son being yet but an inflintin law, 
The Noble Lord takes what the latter would draw." 
Fair Justice of England ! what ills can assail her 1 
While the father 's Chief Justice, the son is Chief Jailer ! 
His sseal yet a step would the Noble Peer stretch. 
Let him take his next heir, and make him Jack Ketch. 
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niary gain, obtained by duplicity and management, out of court, which could not have 
been recovered in a fair and impartial trial." 

Besides being frightened out of $47,500, the unfortunate Frenchmen had their 
trade stopt, and their goods under lock and key for over twelve months. The 
accommodating Mr. Woodbury approved of Butler and Hoyt's course, and, say the 
Gommissioners, it is asserted that Judge Betts took the same view, on the application 
of Butler for his sanction. I would not at all doubt it. Yet it is rather hard to the 
foreigner to exact penalties where the exactor, like the law, admits innocence or the 
absence of proof of guilt. Bleeker, Hoyf s assistant cashier, when the $63,000 worth 
of entries disappeared from the cashier's and naval offices, was the informer against 
La Chaise^ but he never brought him forward. Mr. Curtis speedily turned him 
adrift. 

We have seen Mr. Butler playing the banker at Sandy Hill, the lawyer at Al- 
bany, the politician at Washington, and the speculator everywhere. The disinter- 
ested and pious law-partner of * the magician,' is now at New York. In his speech 
at New Brunswick, 8th Oct. 1840, he says, that Mr. Van Buren told Mr. Forsyth 
to tell him that if he did not like the office of D. A., it was hoped he would take it 
in consideration of the great public interest at that moment at stake in New York. 
On the 12th of Dec. 1838, he took office, and Mr. Hoyt wrote to the Solicitor of 
the Treasury, same day — " I am amused with Mr. Butler — he is so terrified at tke 
iniquity of the age, that he has made up his mind not to receive a dollar of the pub- 
lic money, but he intends to make me receive all ; and I am quite apprehensive that 
he will not even receive his own costs. I am sure he will not receive half as much as 
he will be entitled to. I shall lecture him on this subject." Mr. Hojrt knew his man 
better than this. Independent of his private law business, opinions, advices, &c. &c., 
Mr. Butler took from the U. S. alone, in 1839, $18,235 — ^in 1840, $32,210— and 
resolving to have a grand haul out of compromises, settlements, " Yorkshiremen," 
Frenchmen, the wortny descendant of the Connecticut scythe-maker, and of Oliver 
Cromwell {! !) condescended to receive for his legal labors during the first quarter of 
1841, only Qc^- $12,244. No doubt he would have taken more, but for " the iniquity 
of the age." 

In Butler's Memoirs, Democratic Review, Jan. 1839, we are told that ** Mr. Butler 
has been, since the year 1S17 , 2l prof essing and zealous member of the Presbyterian 
church." Why not put the profession into practice ? Only two years after he joined 
the church, he wrote to Jacob Barker from the Bank — " I told htm [Gilchrist,] I was 
ready to pay specie, but commenced parang Wiswall," &c. His letter was written on 
Wednesday morning — ^it admits that he had but $1,400 in specie to serve all comers 
till Saturday morning, and that Wiswall had presented $4,800, and Gilchrist $5,300 of 
the notes of the Bank for payment. Did not Mr. Butler tell an untruth here ? Gilchrist, 
he adds, did not wait. And why ? Because he saw that Mr. B. had resolved not to 
pay him. In the Democratic Review Mr. Butler's biographer assures us, that " before 
he left the bank, by great exertions and care, its credit was restored, and specie pay- 
ments resumed." Not one word of this is true — ^yet our zealous professor, though a 
known contributor to the Review, remains acquiescent and silent ! " He was," says 
the Review, ** from the commencement, one of the most zealous advocates" ** of 
the temperance reform." Is the three hours' debauch behind the bank counter, with 
the Young Patroon, the zealous advocate's practice ? If the Presbyterian church allows 
Mr. B. longer to remain in her communion, without evidence of deep contrition, she 
is a fallen star as compared to what she was in the honest old times of Calvin, 
Knox, Rutherford and Ren wick — but we do not desire to anticipate her couBse, with a 
brother who, on his own showing, has been guilty of the crime of obtaining money upon 
false pretenses." 

Speaking of Barker's conduct in the Washington and Wairen, in 1819, Butler, 
as his counsel on the trial in 1827, when he was convicted for his frauds in 1826, 
said, " I know that the most unpsuraileled exertions were made by him to redeem 

his bills, and to indemnify the public If he could have coined his heart's 

blood into golden drachms, not a drop of it would have been withheld, whilst one 

of his notes remained unpaid Since then he has labored with untiring 

assiduity, and PROVIDENCE has smiled on his exertions." Even as a money- 
changer, and stock-jobber, Butler cannot help presenting his confederate to the 
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court as a successful gambler, whose trade -is under the especial guidance of 
(0-Providence ! ! ! 

The youthful and observant Pollock, in his ** Course of Time," sketches the 
picture oi one, who at the day of judgment was sent below — 

Where still his &ce, firom ancient custom, wean 
A holy air, which says to all that pass 
Him by: I was a hypocrite on earth. 

I bestow it on Mr. Polk's friend, the District Attorney at New York, with injunctions, 
that, at a mirror, or elsewhere, he shall try to find the original ; 

*' He was a man 
Who stole the livery of the conrt of heaven • 
To serve the devil ; in virtae^s (raise 
Devoured the widow's house aiid orphan's bread ; 
In holy phrase transacted villainies 
Tliat common sinners durst not meddle with. 
At sacred feasts he sat among the saints, 
And with his guilty hands touched holiest things ; 
And none of sin lamented more, or sighed 
More deeply, or with graver countenance, 
Or longer prayer, wept o'er the dying man, 
Whose infant children, at the moment, he 
Planned how to rob ; in sermon style he bought 
And sold and lied ; and salutations made 
In scripture terras ; he prayed by quantity, 
And with his repetitions long and loud. 
All knees were weary ; with one hand he put 
A penny in the urn of poverty, 
And with the other took a shilling out 
On charitable lists— trumpets which told 
The public ear, who had in secret done 
The poor a benefit, and half the alms 
They told of, took themselves to keep them sounding— 
He blazed his name, more pleased to have it there 
. Than in the book of life. See'st thou the man ? 
A serpent with an angel's voice ! a grave 
With flowers bestrewed ! and yet few were deceived 
His virtues over-done, his fkce 
Too grave, his prayers too long, his charitiev 
Too pompously attended, and, his speech 
Larded too frequently, and out of time 
Witb serious phraseology, were rents 
That in his garments opened in spite of him, 
Through which the well -accustomed eye could see 
The rottenness of his heart" 

In 1839, June term. District Court, Mr. Butler moved for judgments on Lee, 
Babcock & Co. on 26 bonds — one motion. He demanded for this, of government, 
fees, $1,860. Same month, one motion for judgments against Gibson & Co. on 
44 bonds — he received $1,893. March 1840 — one motion, for judgment against 
Lee & Co. paid Butler fees (from public, purse), $2,514. Feb. 27, 1841, Butler, 
for one motion against same firm, on 46 "bonds, put in his pocket, $3,3^8 of fees~> 
also $3,198 for one motion of a like kind in April, and $1,324, on another, made 
same day. In May another, and took $1,276 fees. On 14 motions made by him for 
judgments on 296 merchants' bonds, his costs charged to the United Stales; and 
paid him out of the taxes raised on sugar, woollens, cottons, coffee, &c., came tb 
$23,087, not one dollar of which the debtors ever paid back. The Treasurer Solicitor 
at Washington even writes him to multiply suits for his own emolument, and for 
the benefit of Betts's clerk and the marshsu, by increasing costs, provided the debtors 
are solvent — otherwise to make one suit serve on all the bonds due by one house. 
The unprincipled character who thus wrote was a Mr. Matthew Birchard, who was 
permitted to resign with Butler and Hoyt, his confederates. 

* Mr. Macauley puts the following descilption of Charles I, into Milton's mouth, not thinking it might 
apply tolerably well trsome of the fomilv of Old Noll al^o, when transplanted to America : 

'* If he break his word to his peoplei is it a sufficient defence that he keeps it to liis companions ? It ha 
oppress and extort all day, shall he be held blameless because he prayeth at night and morning? If he be 
Insatiable in plunder ana revenge, shall we pass it by because in meat and driiJc he is temperate 1 If be 
have lived like a tyrant, sliall he be forgotten because he hath died like a martyr 1 

He was a man, as I think, who had such a semblance of virtues as might make his vioes most danger- 
ous. He was not a tyrant after our wonted English model. The second Richard, and the second and fomrtk 
Bdwards, and the eighth Harry, were men profuse, gay, boisterous ; lovers of women and of wine, of no oat- 
ward sanctity or gravity. Cliarles was a ruler after the Italian fashion ; grave, denriin, of a solemn cairiagd^ 
and sober diet ; as constant at prayers as a priest, as heedless of oaths as an atheist" 
19 
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Mr. Hoyt wrote him, Feb. 22, 1840, that *< hitherto large numbers of jarors have 
been taken from the mercantile classes, against which course (he adds) I have remon- 
strated." Bircbard immediately wrote the Marshal, at N. York to " endeavor to select 
impartial, capable men, who are totally disconnected with trade, and all its influen- 
ces .... the whole nation knows that confidence may well be placed in the 
integrity and judgment of honest farmers and mechanics." 

Here we see the Collector, behind the screen, directing the marshall, through the 
gOYernment solicitor to discard whole classes of men, as jurors, in cases where 
Uiat Collector would derive a vast income from a decision one way, but not the 
other. Was it not the interest of the old, intelligent, enterprising merchant, of established 
character and unsullied fame, that real attempts to defraud the revenue should be put 
down ? Undoubtedly, for it came in contact with his interest as a fair trader — and yet 
Hoyt proscribed him from the jury box, doubtless because his knowledge and honor would 
prevent him from stooping to oppress and injure others. Hoyt would punish rogues, he 
says — ^but it is evident he dared not trust the upright dealer to judge as to who the 
rogues were. How such a document as the report before me must have excited the 
detestation and contempt of every honorable mind against Van Buren and his mean-souled 



In page 265, and elsewhere, the U. S. Com*rs report to the President and Congress, that 
Hoyt instituted prosecutions against some eight or ten foreign houses, chiefly English 
importers of woollens, on the pretext that gooSs imported by them in Swartwouf s time — 
in most cases 18 months or two years before the date of these prosecutions, and on which 
the government appraisers had decided, as being entered at fair rates — were undervalued. 
He harrassed them in the entries of their fall importations of woolens for 1839 — threat- 
ened them with the testimony of wretches who, instead of being employed in the Customs 
should have been whipt at the cart's tail — held them to heavy bail on pretended extra 
charges out of the goods they had entered and paid for years before — and actually extorted 
$85,000 blood monej from them, besides fees to dear Mr. Butler. Compare John 
Van Buren speculating out of Marc3r's message with Ho3't and Butler in the Custom 
House. They are still the same. The knaves' compact holds good to the last, gentlemen 
— and if this be libel ye are lawyers, and make the most of it. Hie Convention will come, 
and, depend on it, honest men and true will be ripe for resurrection by the month of June, 
1846. To suppose that knavery like yours could hold out much longer would be to doubt 
the Justice of Him who plantea in the mind of man feeling» of love and kindness, one to 
another. To return to my narrative : 

Of this $85,000 compromise, the chairman of the U. S. Com'rs sa}rs in his report: 
"The motives of the collector were mercenary and corrupt in the inception of these pro- 
ceedings, and animated all his acts, to the final consummation of the official robbery which 
he perpetrated on his victims in open day, and with the approbation of the government at 
Washington, to which he oueht to have been held responsible for conduct so disgraceful to 
the national character." Butler says, in a letter, that Hoyt " collected their various entries 
and invoices'* — Hoyt, in the cases of Taylor, Shaw, &c., declares, '* we had not posses- 
sion of the original or other invoices." We compromised, says Hoyt, " because we had 
no evidence on which to convict the defendants,, — he even •* boasts of having overreached 
and entrapped them by pretending to know more than he really did, and to have evidence 
which he had not" 

Hoyt's whole course shows a disposition to quarrel with and ill-treat England, with 
a view probably to a war. Heaven protect our country from war any where — and, worst 
of all, a war where plausible peculators, financiers, land jobbers, and pretended reformers, 
with mantles of piety, would guide the hehn of state, and share the prey of the 
innocent! 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 



Hoyt, Beers, and ike N, A, Trust and Banking Co. Its commencement, A grand 
horrowing, stock-jobbing, speculating machine, on free-trade [.' .'] principles. Prepares 
bonds for $1 1 ,000,000. Ways and means. Becomes insolvent — deals in cottons-Retains 
B, F. Butler. Chancery reforms. Jesx Hoyi bolsters the Bank, and speculatea in a 
stock, which begins at $95 and falls to $3. 
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" The North American Trust and Banking Company'* is known also as Beers's bankj 
Mr. Joseph* D. Beers the " financier" having been its president, until the cunning specu- 
lators who had got it up had pillaged this country, and even Europe, to the utmost extent 
of their ingenuity. When hopelessly, and I think, fraudulently insolvent, it passed into 
the hands of Mr. David Leavitt as Receiver, loaded with secret trusts made to its own 
officers and their associates. Mr. L. is the gentleman whose testimony bore so hard on 
certain sharpers and shavers of Wall street, who were convicted in the stock-jobbing trialB 
of 1826-7 ; and his first report, after two years* observation, possesses evident traces of his 
ancient intrepidity. 

Mr. Leavitt found in specie, a broken silver dollar, and no more, also President Beers's 
note for $26,836, and other obligations, a water barrel, a map of Avbum (did some of the 
managers contemplate its ample state prison ?), some coal, &c. 

This banking company was organized, July 14, 1838, under a modification of the free 
trade law which Flagg, Hoyt, Phelps, &c., had clamored for, when no more money could 
be made by the Safety Fund speculations. On June 13th a prepar4tory meeting was held, 
consisting of Goold and Charles Hoyt, Geo. D. Strong, J. L. Graham, J. B. Murray, Thos. 
W. Olcott, Saml. Wiikeson of Bu&lo, N. Weed, and three or four others. The chief 
" performer," Beers, did not appear that day. On the 13th of July, Messrs. Beers, C. Hoyt, 
H. Yates, J. B. Murray, and many persons j>i character, property, and influence, were 
named as directc»s — on the 18th, twenty-two of them met — Beers was appointed their 
president, the intrepid Myndert Van Schaick (who would not sit in Senate with Bishop), 
vice-president, John Lorimer Graham (late post-master, N.Y.)> their man of law, and Walter 
Mead and D. E. Tyler, cashiers. Then only were subscriptions for stock opened, and be- 
tween three and four millions issued, of which the (apparently self-elected) directors kept 
more than a third to themselves, as this, with a few votes, from others, would retain 
for them the direction while it might be desirable. Mr. Van Schaick retired two 
months after, well pleased ; and it was eood polic^ir to obtain, atf they did, his written 
approbation. He deckied his belief that their investments of capital were wisely 
made. 

Mr. Graham, in his Historical review, tells us that the bank bought a million of 
Arkansas stock, of which A. C. Flagg had a favorable opinion, and was ready to receive 
it at far, as good security for circulating notes. Mr. Van Buren, too, liked this Arkansas 
stock, and sent the gold fw the $SiiOQ,oao educ^tioo i(^;acy that w^y, throunjh men 
who had probably dealt in pitph previously, and forgotten to wash their hands. Apart 
from politics, what was there in Arkansas stock to justify this opinion, held by Beers, 
Van Buren, Woodbury, C. Hoyt, and Flagg? Another question-;-are we justified in be- 
lieving that such was really their opinion ? $1,200,000 were also vested in Indiana state 
stock. Did oft repeated accounts of the folly predominant in Indiana and Illinois finance 
and legislation, and in their canal making, routes and management, induce purchase the 
second — or was there a wheel within a wheel — knovnng ones wanted Arkansas and In- 
diana stock out of their hands, and aided in contriving this contrivance for the purpose ? 
A simj^e man would think they could have found more judicious specie investments, but 
perhaps part of their capital was in realiiy, paid in such obligations. Mr. Leavitt shows 
us that neither of those causes had had much efiect in throwing these stocks into the hands 
of Beers, Graham & Co., but that they bought them on credit on deviation, hoping to 
borrow money for their own purposes by pledging or selling them again ! ! They paid 
them, he says, with their own printed promises to pay, with interest, long after date ! 
They next, in '38, '39, and '40, issued negotiable certificates of deposite, to the amount of 
millions, purporting on their face to be issued by the bank, and many of them payable in 
London. Of these, a great part were made payable to Hailett (clerk of the Supenor Court), 

* The stock- broken have evinced a keen appetite for the control of * Trust Companies.* Mr. R. H 
Nevins, Broker, Wall Street, writes to Mr. Jesse Hoyt, at Albany, dated New York, 1^^ Jan*y, 1831, as 
follows ; 

" Dear Hoyt— I must trouble you to let me know, whether our Banks, now being wlllinjp; to take renewals 
of thetar Charters on the terms offered to them last winter, will all be able to get them T It was piedicted 
by some persons that some of them might not have another chance. 

And as to a new Trtist Co.— do you think that an application ftom a very respectable list of petitioners 
will succeed in getting a Charter similar to the one granted at the last session 1 

I shall be much obliged for your opinion on the above, or on any other subjects that may have to do with 

Wall street. I am vi iiling to run the risk of your opinions I hold considerable Lift and 

Trust Co. Stock, which will rise or fall probably when the question is settled about other charters. 

Tours very sincerely, R. B. NfiVXHS.** 
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Graham, (their attorney,) Talmaee (now Mayor of Brooklyn), and other officers of their 
association. They sold what they could everywhere, to raise the wind — and this base, 
pawnbroking concern they had the assurance to call a bafk and an American trust, with 
paid up capital ! ! Beers, their guide, was the person of whom Bennett in his Herald once 
put out a puft about his retiring in Sept. '35, with a fortune of a million of dollars, the 
proceeds of his industry, and so forth. 

In the winter of 1839-40, this patent borrowing machine, with a capital to lend, 
found its promises coming in for payment, its bought stocks declining in value, and 
its cash very low indeed ; and among other schemes to keep afloat it sought the aid of 
Martin Van Buren, through his commercialerand vizier, Jesse Hoyt. At the same time, 
900 bonds FOR ELEVEN MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, in promises to pay to Wa?ter 
Mead the cashier, FIVE YEARS AFTER February, 1840, were signed by Beers, as 
president, and while yet in the company^s hands, bonds and mortsstf^es were executed 
from the company to Graham and others its associates, as a ])retended security for pay- 
ment—and a million trust deed was filled up, the third party being Mr. Horsley Palmer of 
the Bank of England, and others in Europe. Many more capers were cut with public 
credulity, but I have not room to notice them. Some of their bonds they paid to their 
' creditors as cash — they handed them to ot^rs as " a collateral security" — ^for instance, to 
T. E. Davis who had LENT them his nolr for $79,000. To Ck)L James B. Murray,** 
a character much mixed up with American stock-jobbing, and a regular signer of 
Swartwout's Custom House recommendations, they gave $30,000 to try to dispose 
of in Europe, for his own account, he having been their great gun there! In 
the course of 1840, Talmage, the Brooklyn Mayor, succeeded &ers as president, and 
he also signed lots of trumpery due-bilLs, which they called post notes, certificates, 
bonds, &c. 

In May, 1840, a State law was passed, forbidding such associations as this from issuing 
any of their bills or notes unless payable on demand, and without interest. This was 
wiseljT intended to protect the public from such wholesome knavery as I have adverted to. 
In their statements for the public eye, as required by statute, they had concealed much of 
their trust conveying, due-bill puffing machinery — and found no difficulty, it seems, to per- 
suade learned lawyers, " for a consideration,'* to be of, and declare their, opinion, that the 
statute forbidding their post-note trade did not intertd to forbid it at all, just as learned 
lawyers were found many ]^ears ago, of opinion, that although the U. S. Constitution ex- 
pressly forbids the States to issue promissory notes, as cash, or tamper with the currency, it 
aid not mean to do that, by any means. 

When Mr. Leavitt was appointed Receiver, he found Mr. Graham and others 
managing this insolvent institution as trustees. The very men through whose man- 
agement the bank was broken down, yet stood by the wreck they md caused, and 
retained control of its whole property ! Who ever heard of a reckless pilot and 
, engineer landing a North River boat high and dry on the rocks, and afterwards 
retaining their contipl, in spite of all concerned, « by previous le^ agreement ?" 
It appeared that $9,000 a year were chai^ged for attending to two of the ei^ht trusts. The 
Company had done a little, and but little, as bankers — as stock-jobbers a great 
deal. They were very needy or very greedy, for they kef t borrowing, at ruinous 
rates, almost continually. Beers, and leecnes like him, sucked the very life's blood of the 
institution. 

Postmaster Graham and his two law firms charged and got about $44,000 for trouble, 
besides fees, said to amount to as much more. 

The Company bought cotton for $640,000 here, and sold it at $90,000 loss in 
England, and also sold their promises to pay for what they would fetch anywhere. 
Of course, they must have expected to fail. Mr. B. F. Butler appears to have 
been the senior counsel of " the trustees." None more fit. When they got in 
Chancery Butler would feel quite at home; and if he did not keep Leavitt some 

* Gol. James B. Mamynmy have been coBscienttously oppoied to Mr. Madison^s measures in 1812. Many 
there '.vere who held Napoleon to be as regardless of neutral rights as George 3d. My fault to him is that 
be was a speculator, a dangenras character because a fuhionable, polite stock-jobber. He was in service 
in 1812, was made a lieutenant-colonel by Tompkins in 1814, with a very complimentary letter, and 
appointed in 1815 to the command of the Governor's Guard. I believe he has been an alderman of New 
York. He was sent to Albany, with Jeromus Johnson, Prosper M. Wetmore, John L. Graham, Steph. 
Allen, Gid. Lee, and othen, on behalf of ' the party* in New York, to persuade Maicy and the Legislature 
In 1637 to sanction the bankruptcy of the banks, deposites and sil— and shrewdly selected as the agent to 
wpwseat in Bnrope the wishes of Been* vast stock-Jobbing machine. 
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time at bay there, and delay a decision in dtu form oflaw, I mistake the man. Graham, 
in his statement, assures the public that Messrs. Butler, &c., after a full investigationy 
•« have a perfect conviction " that the company acted in good faith throughout. So 
have I— on the Washington and Warren Bank principle. The Receiver consulted 
Judge Sutherland, Samuel Stevens, H. Denio, &c., who agree in sentiment that the 
trusts are all void and unlawful. Sutherland's opinion is a very able, clear and con^ 
vincing document. In January, 1841, there were about 500 shareholders in America, and 
large claims in Europe. Did they ever pretend to divide profits ? A Committee, in No- 
vember, 1840, showed that Beers, while president, had played the stock-ibbber on a large 
scale, and contrived to have his own account « very complicated " — ^but they hoped to hold 
their own with him — a hard case, truly. No doubt, however, but pious Mr. Butler will 
make all straight. Why is not his opinion paraded in print, like the others ? Again — 
Does he really believe that assignments made by an insolvent bank, like this; to secure 
future advances, are lawful ? 

Thomas 6. Talmage was one of its first directors, and a member of its first com- 
mittee of finance. As its last president, he followed the hearse when consumption had 
left of its remains little more than a broken dollar and water barrel. In his appeal to* 
the public, he owns that he entered the concern as a means of carrying on organized 
stock-jobbing, money borrowing, post note issuing — a la Beers. His statement in the 
newspapers is by far the most favorable I have yet seen— and if he is correct, the 
stockholders will yet recover much of their capital. It would be well if the Legislature 
this winter would appoint a capable and faithful committee to look into the operation of 
the court of chancery, take the evidence of scientific and practical men, and print the 
whole for distribution before the Convention meet. There is surely much that is inju- 
rious in following usages (a& Blackstone says) derived " from the impe^al and pontifical 
formularies introduced by their clerical chancellors.*' If our "natives" would 
turn their batteries a^nst the foreign laws adopted en masse from worn out mon- 
archies, future ages might have cause to honor and bless their memories. Why did Mr. 
Butler and his revising friends in the legislature, ever consent that a free democracy 
should thus define the powers of our Chancery Court, in the Statute — ** They are co- 
extensive with the powers and jurisdictions of the Court of Chancery in England," 
except, &c. ' 

Mr. Jesse Hoyt lent this company, at one time or another, at least a million of dollars, 
of the Custom House funds, in gold and silver, at a time when government had to issue 
its notes of hand, bearing interest, to the public creditors, and when he was affirming 
that he had no public funds on hand ! These facts were noticed in the journals of the 
day, and in letters of complaint to Washington — and as Mr. Van Buren and his cabinet 
remained silent, it may be inferred that Mr. Hoyt acted by direct or implied orders. For 
the money so lent, the public received no interest — ^but the directors gave their bond to 
Hoyt for repayment, with some Indiana stock. as additional security. As he was a 
regular stock-jobber, it is presumed that M*Jimsey (his brother-in-law and one of hie 
sureties), and other brokers, bought and sold the stock of this bank for him, according as 
his loans to it or drafts from it affected the value of the shares. What other compensa- 
tion he got is as yet a secret M'Jimsey refused to testify. Cash commanded, in these 
times, in Wall Street, a heavy bonus on loans. Hoyt knew that he retained hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, according to Poindexter, of which no returns were made to the 
Treasury — ^and by the interest may have cleared $60,000 a year, instead of $40,000. 
His pecuniary situation may be now artfully veiled. Perhaps he will be next heard of 
through the Morris Canal Co. Oct 10th, 1839, N. A. T. shares were sold at 52->two 
days after at 45, and the bank was then due Hoyt $175,000. On the 20th July shares 
hald been up at 79 — in December they were down at 35. In April, 1840, Hoyt wan a 
creditor for $250,000, and the stock had risen to 56 — ^in August he had withdrawn all 
bu $13,000, and shares sold for but 26. In November, 1841 (I quote the Evening 
Post), the shares of the N. A. Trust Co. would fetch but $3, which, within three years, 
had coQunanded $95. 



160 IMPORTBE S DIFPIOULtlES— APPRAISERS. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

\ 

Difficulties which surround the upright merchant in New York. Tariffs-^Congress 
Laws — Enormous Law Costs — Protests — Appraisers — Politics — Accommodations — Men 
of Straw-^Our Currency^The Custom Hause — Employment of mean, jobbing PoU- 
ticians — Abuse — Smuggling and evasions of Revenue Laws — Surveyor's Public Locks — 
Drawbacks — Foreign Spices exported — Conclusion. 

An American merchant, perhaps more especially an importer at New York, who deals 
in dutiable articles, is more to be pitied than envied. An honest, fair and manly course of 
dealing is assuredly not his passport to independence, or a competence, even with real 
Capital, undoubted credit, and great experience. 1 will explain why this is so. 

First. The tariffs or rates of taxation on importations are exceedingly changeable, and 
tiat, too, sometimes very suddenly. 

Second, The laws of Con^ss imposing duties are often differently construed in dif- 
'lerent Custom Houses. For instance, a Boston merchant may have imported heavily, 
and been charged 25 per cent — the same article brought by a New York trader may havB 
paid 50. Both charges may have been returned to the indolent political financiers at Wash- 
ington, and approved of. When the New Yorker finds himself undersold at Boston, he 
inquires, ascertains the cause, complains at New York and Washington — but if he did 
not enter a protest at the time of payment here, he loses the difference. And how could 
he know that there would be two rates ? Otaly a few weeks since. Collector Lawrence 
issued a notice that no duties would be refunded unless the importer had formadly 
protested when he paid his money, stating his reasons. In such a case as I have in- 
stanced, how could he state what he did not know ? And why should the justification 
of an error be persisted in, to his injury, and his right refused him, on a dishonest, 
legal quibble ^ 

Third. But it may be said — Go to law with the United States. Even Jesse Hoyt 
admits, that if the Collector seize goods valued at $400, or less, no matter how unjust the 
seizure may be, it were better for the merchant to submit than suffer under the enormous 
law costs and delays of the United States* Courts. 

Fourth. A number of merchants import each of them the same kind of goods. 
Ilie Collector says the duty is so much per cent. Some demur and protest — others pay 
qvietly. One of them tries the case at law, and the Collector is found to be wrong. 
Those who protested may get back the duty overcharged — those who did not, are, by 
Butler and Lawrence's rule, shut out. What could be more iniquitous than such a rule ? 
In this and the second statement of my series, I am not offering hypothetical cases. Se- 
eietaries of the Treasury and Comptrollers, and their subs, pop in and out of ofi!ce, and 
Collectors and Comptrollers here, are up and down, like Jack in a box. Every new man 
has a new way with him. 

Fifth, A set of appraisers are selected by the President ; and if the United States' 
Senate find them competent, oh evidence to them satisfactory, they go into office, with a 
little army of clerks and assistants of all sorts. It is their duty to say whether the in- 
voice and the goods correspond — whether the importer has rated them too low or too high 
—and to fix the value. To aid them in any case that may require it, the most respectable 
referees may be selected, and every possible means taken to arrive at a fair valuation. 
What more can an importer do than pay the rates deemed fair by umpires selected by the 
highest power in the Union, the treaty making power ? Yet it is a truth — Who does not 
fee* the deep disgrace of the avowal ? Most true it is, that after all this has been done, 
immense quantities of goods have been seized in the warehouses of the merchants here, 
and even followed to Philadelphia — ^the parties stopped from effecting sales — their credit 
broken — ^themselves involved in law — and all this to extort from their necessities or their 
fears more money in taxes than the umpire of the taxing power declared to be just. The 
very power that declares to you in a circular that no monies paid in duties shall ever be 
refunded, no matter how wrongfully paid, unless you protest against the wrong when 
paying — selects its umpire, makes no protest, gives a receipt for the duties you have paid 
— and six months after, sends the thief- takers and its deputies to, pull down your goods 
off the shelves, on the pretext that you have forfeited all, by not paying more than 
government asked ! 
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Sixth, John Manly b^ns business in Pine street, with a suitable capital and educa- 
tion — but is no trading politician- Solomon Sneak commences in same line right opposite, 
with iil-deserv^ credit and no capital at all — but he is *< a regular democrat of our 
stamp/' goes wmi ** the party " at all meetings, electioneers for diem now and then, pos- 
sesses a secret or two worth having, and is their busy-body, or one of that class. 
Prosper Piety* is in the same position as Solomon, except that he and his part- 
ner are worth less than nothing, and clothed in religion as with a mantle. Will not the 
two latter be able to speculate, boirow, indorse, bargain, buy, sell, enter ^ods low, and 
actually take the bread out of Manl/s mouth, through enormous discounts, loans 
on fancy stocks, easily entered invoices, a delusive appearance, and a false credit ? Is it 
not an every day occurrence } Think of the deposites as they were used in the Man- 
hattan and other Banks. Were not the monies raised for duties from many mer- 
chants and handed over to a favorite few * of our politics' to speculate with, some of these 
few men of as little credit or character as Jesse Uoyt when he had the Custom House 
thrown to him as a dog gets a bone to pick ; clerks, merchants and ail ! Can commerce 
thrive thus served ? 

Seventh, What can be more ruinous to the fair-dealing merchant than a currency such 
as ours, varying hourly and everywhere — vacillating between United Slates Bank notes 
redeemable m specie and safety fund N. York notes, of all kinks and qualities, payable, 
. imless you want the money, in cash ; but in case of a run, the l^islature instantly legal- 
izes no payment at all, leaving you at liberty to buy their specie of their broker with their 
own notes ; or, in other cases, to wait till their hundreds of thousands of dollars of country 
over-issues shall be redeemed, years hence it may be, by A. C. Flagg our sagacious 
comptroller. 

That any fifty or sixty capitalists who, by buying up more than half the stock of a new 
national bank, chartered on the British corporation system, or getting hold of U. 
S. securities and investing them in its stock at commencement, should they ny this means 
become the bankers and treasurers of the Union — that their « promises to pay * should be a 
legal tender to every civil or military person employed by the U. S. in payment of salaries, 
and at every custom house and post-office for revenue — that these fifty or sixty 
persons should elect the bank directors, make the money and issue the money — lend to 
whom they will or refuse at pleasure — be lenient to other banks, or, at pleasure, harrass 
them to pay up the last dollar — and, should the states severally agree, create 10 or 
100 associate banks, to be called branches — half of these 50 or 60 men, perhaps, 
the agents of strangers — that such a bank as this should be again set up, and its 
managers made the * regulators ' of the credit and currency or the country, would be no 
final settlement of the question. Republicans would oppose it on principle — office-seekers 
would make < repeal* their war cry, and the cause of the evils which make justice a reproach, 
be untouched. 

Eighth. The merchant has to do — not with regular business men of high character, but 
with violent partisans,! rowdies, reprobates, political hacks paid with places, bankrupts, 
ignorance in one, low cunning in another, treachery in a third. Hoyt, Swartwout, Pnce, 
and Butler speak for themselves — ^but Hoyt publishes Deputy Collector Lyon as corrupt 
and unworthy — ^he declares the appraisers of his time to be utterfy ipiorant — he''*^aB 
Deputy Collector James Campbell to convict merchants, after this Camptell had aclLt ow- 
ledged on oath his own infamy as being bribed and perjured— Joseph R. Bleecker is con- 
verted from a cashier and deputy collector into an informer for hire, receiving jnesents from 
Ives, or rather taking credit with an understanding, &c. Entry Clerk and omers, take pay 
from the State on the one hand, and illegal fees from the importer on the other, knowing 
them to be illegal. 

* Even Englishmen felt the weight of Hoyt*8 official power, in England. A Hr. Priefltley consigned, 
fh)m Liyerpool, goods, valne $96,000, to J. W. Corlies. Two yean aftra (1841) they were in custody— no 
trial had been obtained. ?riestley was broken up in consequence, and had to assign his estate to tmstees. 
It is a terrible system that permits foreign goods, correctly invoiced as to qnantity, ta he seized on a pre- 
text that they are invoiced too low— And that too with umpires chosen hy the U. S. whom the importer ie 
willing to abide by if government wish it. 

t For the average character of Custom House Clerks and Officers, see Reports of U. S. Comers to Presi- 
dent, 1841*3, Doc. 313— and Jesse Hoyt*s Letters— also the Morning JTewa, N. T., by O'Vumtaiiy l«t 4^ 
months of 1646, and the N. Y. Evening Post generally. The last named print, June 30, 1845, says— 
" The Custom House here has for some yean past been an intolerable engine of oppression, a mischievoiis 
organ of petty tyranny, a conmptlng aoiuree of iniquity." Yet this dishonest plausible paper landed and 
upheld Jesse Hoyt • 
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Ninth. It 18 often asserted, and I believe it, on all the information and experience of 
thirty years* acquaintance with commerce, that, taking the whole State of New York, an 
immense proportion of the dutiable articles pay no duty at all. Among the hosts of officers 
of one sort or other, how few are selected for their intelligence and integrity ! — some such 
there are— just and honorable men — but the majority are street politicians— and Mr. 
Lawrence, as 1 have described him, is their appropriate chief. Are such the men 
to prevent smuggling — ^to protect, on our frontiers, and in such a port as this, the fair 
trader ? 

Tentli, There are a great number of cellars, stores, and other places, for keeping bonded 
j;oods — articles for exportation, or that may be required for domestic use. With the keys 
m* the hands of street politicians, bar room orators, spring and fall electioneerers, stock- 
jobbers, and speculators — ^may not genuine liquors be stored, the spirit exchanged, and a 
pretended foreign article exported ? The system in use, as I have seen it, would tempt even 
orandy and gin dealers to collusion. Some time since the United States exported in seven 
years, subject to drawback (that is, a return of the duties), a far larger quantity of foreign 
spices than had been imported and ^aid duty. I say nothing of home consumption. Here 
was the miracle of the loaves and iishes, in a new form — but were there no wooden nut- 
m^s ? What room is there for fair trade under such a system ! 

Eleventh, and lastly. The merchant is not only puzzled by contradictory reports of cot^ 
ton crops in Georgia and grain crops in England, and of new tariffs at Washington, Lon- 
don, Paris, and E^tzic, but he has to study politics as a science in order that he may be 
enabled to form an estimate of the value of the blasts of approaching war which blow 
continually in his ears from some quarter or other. War for Texas, for Mexico, for Canada, 
for Oregon, for part of Maine, for honor, for gain, for glory, for slavery or for freedom, or 
some cause 6r other, is an unceasing cry — and beyond the pretext it affords for upholding a 
vast naval and military force, with its contracts and corrupt patronage, many know not 
what to make of it Perfect and of thirty years' continuance as peace now is, two-thirds 
of the national expenditure is upon warlike objects, and over 20,000 persons are in con- 
tinual public 'pa}^ as fighting men> or connected with war. The national war tax alone 
is nearly three millions of dollars for the State of New York, besides a loss of the services 
of thousands of valuable artizans and farmers, in 1839 there were 107 naval captains and 
commanders, and in 1841 an increase of 57, all on pay. Lt. Maury says that the Ohio, 
diip of the line, cost under $300,000, and that nearly $600,000 were charged in 1839, 
merely for repairing her. The checks of vetoes, departments, boards, and inquiring com- 
mittees are found to be no checks at all, unless the people who buy goods and pay taxes to 
the Hoyts and Swartwouts of the day can be waked up a little. Few men have more 
steadily opposed extravagant expenditures than the writer, and even natives are willing to 
permit adopted citizens to write against abuses, so that they avoid mentioning the N. Y. 
corporation expenditure of 1843-4. What the country wants is peace, a free convention, 
and a people alive to reform and improvement I have changed my mind both as to men 
and measures, in some degree, of late years, and must admit that there is truth in Lord 
Brougham's remark, that < a rigid devotion to party forms one of the most sacred aristo- 
cratic mysteries,' and that politicians, when in power, ou^ht never to forget the 
prayer (Matthew YI and 13), *Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil* 



There are, no doabt, many remarkable incidents in the lives of Messrs. Hoyt and Butler, 
which the compiler of this work has not had leisure properly to notice, nor even advert to 
—but in a second edition, or through some other suitable channel of commi^iication witk 
the public, it is his intention to submit copies of several interesting documents (before the 
fitting of the Convention, should it be determined on), when he deems it advisable /or the 
present to withhold. His chief object, thus far, was to show the necessity which exists for 
checking the career of a faction of dissemblers who are unfriendly to the vital principle of 
dcctire institntioDS. 
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